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TO  THB 

PRINCESS  HELENA  KOLTZOFF-MASSALSKY, 

"CouiiTSSS  Dora  DltTBiA,** 

THIS 

8TUDT   OF  MARIA   EDGEWORTH 

IS   DEDICATED, 

t  A  nJGHT  TRIBTTTB  OF  AFFECTIONATE  &EOABD  FOB  ONE  WHO  HAS 
DKTOTED  A  LIFETIME  TO  THE  LITEBATUBE  OF  THE  EAST, 
A3n>  THB  ELEVATION  OF  WOMEN  IN  THE  OBIENT, 


TECS  LUfKlSO  ASCIENT  THOUOHT  WITH  MODERN  PEOORESS. 


PREFACE. 


am  bonn  of  childhood  passed  in  reading  (he 
'*PftfrDl'«  Assi&tuiL,"  "Fruuk,"  and  "Early  Lesaoos." 
wm  followed  by  years  iu  wLicb  I  enjoyed  the  Moral 
and  FMhionable  Talcs.  "Ennui,*'  too,  bod  its  invtdug- 
bieJnMOD,  —  that  the  pursuit  of  pleasure  as  an  occupation 
eta  only  ruult  in  misery  and  mental  and  moral  deslruc- 
tkn.  As  one  of  the  tliousanda  who  have  laugbed  at  the 
wil  and  cried  over  the  pathoa  of  Maria  Edgeworlh's 
wuriu,  I  desired  to  know  something  of  the  persona]  his- 
tory of  this  giftt^d  woman. 

loquirln  soon  revealed  tbe  fact  that,  there  was  no 
adfqoatc  sketch  of  Miss  Edgeworth.  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall 
bad  drawn  a  picture  of  her  during  a  few  days'  visit  at  her 
borne.  Uiaa  Julia  Kavanagh  bad  written  a  brief  sketch 
for  ber  biographies  of  English  Women  of  Letters.  Mr. 
Hajrward,  in  preparing  a  review  of  the  Memoir  pub- 
(■hed  by  the  Edgeworths.  gave  the  longest  biographical 
•ad  critical  sketch  of  her  as  yet  attempted ;  but  it  was 
ooly  a  rerlew  artiele.  not  sufllclent  in  itself  to  appear 
alone.  Tbe  hlogr^hlcal  sketches  of  her  in  mngiutnea, 
etc.,  amounted  to  very  little,  being  at  l»e8t  brief  awj 
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A  thorough  surrey  of  contemporaneouB  literature  j 
here  and  there  an  interestiog  mentiou  of  Miss  Edgenod 
and  I  have  gleaned  carefully  what  seemed  of  value  1 
various  sources. 

Full  and  exhaustive  criticisms  of  hpr  works  i 
great  reviews  of  the  day,  and  the  magazines  and  pap^ 
leave  nothing  to  bo  desired  on  that  score.  She  " 
BwaMed  a  firet  ranli  in  the  lists  of  novel-writers ;  and, 
though  time  may  have  lessened  the  readers  of  her  txwks. 
their  uflnencc  on  literature  is  quite  evident  from  the  , 
constant  references  to  her  in  the  writings  of  Englit 
American,  and  Continental  authors. 

This  Study  has  its  limitations  and  shortcomings ;  biA 
great  lalior  and  much  time  have  been  expended  on  it.  and 
an  earnest  desire  has  prompted  its  plan  and  execution. 
—  that  of  offering  something  to  the  public  about  one  e 
its  great  story-tellers. 

Miss  Edgewortb  has  been  allowed  to  tell  her  own  atorjr'i 
aa  much  as  [lossible.     Undoubtedly  a  much  smaller  book 
oould  have  been  made  if  the  present  style  of  brief  biogra- 
phies had  been  adopted ;  but  ttiere  is  still  a  prejudice  U J 
my  mind  in  favor  of  original  letters,  etc.    There  is  som 
thmg  personal  in  the  touches  of  life  so  added. 

I  have  received  aid  and  encouragement  from  my  family 
and  friends  during  the  years  ot  work  and  waiting  since 
this  sketch  waa  begun.  To  Mr.  Justin  Winsor  I  am 
mdchled  for  the  free  use  of  toe  Public  Library  daring 
his  tenure  of  ofllcc,  when  he  dispensed  tlie  treasures  ot 
that  institution  with  a  judicious  and  generous  hospitali^.' 
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Mr.  W.  B.  Forbes  hns  generously  given  me  the  illas- 
Miaan  for  the  book,  which  are  capital  reproductions  of 
fte  engnrings  and  cuta  done  hy  hia  albertype  process. 
Tht  lact  time  I  eve;  saw  my  gonial  friend  Mr.  James 
T.  Fidib,  his  parting  vonla  were  very  encouraging  as 
oy  work ;  nod  be  always  felt  a  warm  interest  in  the 
4UL. 

I  ntost  ftlso  adcnowledge  the  kindness  of  W.  Morris 
infort,  Eaq.iOf  Londoti,  who  hunted  for  "The  Mental 
lometrr  "  in  the  Britisli  Sluseum  Library  ;  and  also 
there  M.  Pictet'a  account  of  his  visit,  and  made 
of  the  same.  To  the  courtesy  of  Miss  I'ealjody. 
of  F.  II.  P«al>ot1y,  Esq.,  I  am  indebted  fur  the 
btter  lo  her  grandfather,  which  I  print.  Uthcr  friends 
have  k?|it  tlie  suiyect  in  view,  and  I  have  been  urged  to 
(DottDtw  wlial  often  seemed  a  very  great  undertaking. 
Mr.  Atctj  L.  lUnd,  of  Messrs.  Itiuid,  Avery,  &  Co.,  and 
Kr.  Cnpplee,  of  Messrs.  A.  Williams  &  Co.,  have  inter- 
Uwrnaetvcs  very  kindiy  in  the  work,  and  made  the 
at  printing  sod  publishing  as  easy  as  possible 


Ooiy  those  who  writtr  for  the  public  know  how  diffloult 
to  plposc  the  general  reader,  how  much  more  di(fl- 
themsclves.     It  has  been  a  great  pleasure 
ituily  the  works  and  survey  the  life  of 
rorth,   nod   I   hope  Uiia  may   find   readers 
who  love  Uur  numo  and  memory  of  one  who 
best  efforts  to  the  piiblio  good.     She  was 
Doble  spirits  who  belong  to   all    nations. 


vm 
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Her  writings  may.  pass  oat  of  sight,  but  her  influenoe 

will  long  be  felt. 

These  lines  of  our  poet  Stedman  well  describe  her 

power: -7- 

**  No  woman's  head  so  keen  to  work  its  will. 
But  that  the  woman's  heart  is  mistress  stilL" 


GRACE  A.  OLIVER. 


"Bb>  Qabj^,**  Swamfsoott,. 
October,  1882. 
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Maxy  causes  have  combined  to  prevent  any  one 

■fcom  writing   the   life   of    Maria    Edgeworth ;    and 

what  was  not  done  early  Iiaa  become  more  and  more 

Ui&ult  a*  years  ptuscd  on.     Hers  was  not  an  ordi- 

T  liti'jwy  career,  made  up  of  the  grinding  poverty 

lad  soaring  aspirations  and  almost  insurmotintabte 

lUdiM  which  6G   often,  unfortunately,  beset   the 

if  genius.    She  was  well  born  and  bred,  care- 

ly  nldcaled,  and   socially  eurrounded   by  Great 

Intuu'ft  aud  Europe's  best  and  finest  minds.    Her 

(irde  uf  intimate  acquaintances,  friends,  and  rela- 

fcus,  lakes  in  the  very  first  names  In  politics,  litera- 

^  .-Kienotf,  and  art.    While  her  extensive  view  of 

Hid  Booiety  gave  iier  breadth  and  ease,  it  in  no 

B  detracted  from  hex  originality,  her  genius,  or 

iodustry. 
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Maria  Edgeworth  was  Irish  only  in  her  syrapat] 
not  her  birth  :  for  on  her  mother's  side  she  was 
ficendcd  from  an  EogUsh  family  of  long  standii 
and  the  Edgewortha,  though  long  settled  in  Ire! 
and  intermarried  there,  were  of  English  origin. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  write  an  adequate  sketch 
of  Maria  Edgeworth's  life,  without  introducing  at 
every  turn  her  father  as  a  prominent  factor  in  her 
literary  work.  He  was  her  "guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend ; "  and,  in  order  to  complete  the  picture  of 
her  life,  we  must  introduce  some  preliminary  acci 
of  the  Edgewortha,  aud  give  a  description  of 
character  and  early  life  of  Richard  Lovell  Edgewoi 
Their  lives  were  so  long  parallel,  as  she  was  b< 
before  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  that  of  neces- 
sity an  account  of  one  must  constantly  mention  the 
other.  Mr.  Edgeworth,  in  writing  his  own  memi 
which  was  finished  after  his  death  by  Maria,  says  :■ 

"  My  family  came  into  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Quel 
Elizabeth,  about  the  year  15H^  :  ihcy  hod  boon  establislied 
as  1  have  been  told,  at  Edgeworlfa,  now  called  Edge* 
in  Middlesex. 

"  Edward  Edgeworth,  who  woa  the  bishop  of  1 
and  Connor  in  Ireland,  iii  the  year  1593,  dying  witbc 
issue,  left  his    fortune  to  liis  brother  Franc 
the  clerk  of  the  Ilanaix'r,  iu  1G19.     Tliia  gentleman,  from 
whom  I  am  lineally  descended,  married  an  Irish  lady,  Jane 
Tuite,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Edmoad  Tuitc,  Knight  of  Soniu 
in   the   county  of  Westmeatb.     She  was  very  beaulil 
and  of  ou  ancient  family.     It  happened,  that,  being  o 
obliged  to  ^ve  place  at  church  to  some  lady  whom  si 
tbougbt  Ler  inferior,  she  pri^sscd  her  husband  to  take  C 
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il'i  patrat  wblcli  hail  hern  prepared  for  him.  At 
I  limt  pnlcnts  wi-re,  as  he  esprt'sspil  it,  '  more  ooit- 
tm  titna  Imnonihle ;  *  )ui<I  he  refused  to  comply  with  his 
wife's  rrqiu^L  The  Indy.  wasing  wroth,  declaatl  that 
tiK-  wuaid  never  go  again  to  church.  The  gcntlL-maji  im- 
giUluitlj  rvplieil.  that  she  might  atay  or  go  wherL*vcr  she 
ptcasMl.  Id  consequence  of  this  permission,  which  she 
took  in  the  Urgiiat  wnae,  she  attached  herself  to  Qucca 
Henrietta  Marin,  witli  whom  she  continued  in  France 
daring  the  rcDmitider  of  the  queeu's  life. 

"Tiioa  her  hustuind's  refusing  the  baronet's  patent, 
■he-  nbtoini^d  it  for  her  broLlier,  Sir  Edniond  Tuite.  She 
fctunird  to  Irrl.iiid  afterwards,  at  Queen  Henrietta  Maria's 
death  ;  bat  she  disregarded  her  hushaud's  family  anil  her 
g««n,  aoi]  laiil  out  a  very  hirge  fortune  in  fouuditi;^  a 
rii^lioaa  boua«  in  Dubliu. 
'■  Her  Mm,  Capt.  John  Eklgcworth,  married  the  dautthter 
High  Cullnin,  of  Derbyshire.  He  brought  her  to 
i,  to  his  castle  of  Cranallagh,  iu  the  county  of 
'  liad  by  her  one  son.  Before  the  Irish 
tbttilce  out,  iu  lfi41,  Cnpt.  Edgeworth.  uot  aware 
t  tbe  iaoMsliatr  ihtugcr,  left  liici  wife  aud  infant  in  the 
t  of  Cmaallagh,  while  he  was  summoned  to  a  dis- 
1  by  some  mililjLry  duty.  During  his  absence,  the 
',  attacked  tlio  castle,  set  fire  tii  it  at  night,  and 
J  the  lady  out,  literally  naked.  She  escajied  from 
U.  aod  bid  herself  in  a  furze-bush  till  they  had 
By  wluit  means  she  saved  herself  from  the 
7  of  Um  r^-k,  t  never  heard.  She  made  her  way  to 
I,  tliCDCv  to  England,  ani.)  to  her  father's  house  in 
Aftrr  tlw  rvbols  had  forced  the  lady  out  of 
b  rMTlr ,  mad  had  set  fire  to  it,  they  plundered  it  com- 
yi  bat  tb«y  were  persuaded  to  extinguish  the  fire 
e  for  Une  picture  of  Jauc  Edgcworth.     Her 
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portrait  was  painted  on  the  wainscot,  with  a  cross  hang- 
ing  from  her  neck,  and  a  rosary  in  her  hands. 

^^  Being  a  Catholic,  and  having  founded  a  religious 
house,  she  was  considered  as  a  saiut.  The  only  son  of 
Capt.  Edgcworth  was  then  an  infant  lying  in  his  cradle. 
One  of  the  rebels  seized  the  child  by  the  leg,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  swinging  him  round  to  dash  his  brains  out 
against  the  comer  of  the  castle-wall,  when  an  Irish  ser- 
vant of  the  lowest  order  stopped  his  hand,  claiming  the 
right  of  killing  the  little  heretic  himself,  and  swearing 
that  a  sudden  death  would  be  too  good  for  him ;  that  he 
would  plunge  him  up  to  the  throat  in  a  boghole,  and  leave 
him  for  the  crows  to  pick  his  eyes  out.  Snatching  the 
child  from  his  comrade,  he  ran  off  with  it  to  a  neighbor- 
ing bog,  and  thrust  it  into  the  mud ;  but,  when  the  rebels 
had  retired,  this  man,  who  had  only  pretended  to  join 
them,  went  back  to  the  bog  for  the  boy,  preser\'ed  his 
life,  and,  contriving  to  hide  him  in  a  pannier  under  eggs 
and  chickens,  carried  him  actually  through  the  midst  of 
the  rebel  camp,  safely  to  Dublin. 

"  This  faithful  servant's  name  was  Bryan  Ferral.  His 
last  descendant  died  within  my  memory,  after  having 
lived,  and  been  supported  always,  under  my  father's 
protection.  My  father  heard  this  story  from  Lady  Edge- 
worth,  his  grandmother,  and  also  from  a  man  of  a  hun- 
dred and  seven  years  of  age,  one  Bryan  Simpson,  who 
was  present  when  the  attack  was  made  on  Cranallagh 
Castle,  and  by  whom  the  facts  were  circumstantially 
detailed. 

"Mrs.  Edgeworth,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Hugh  Cullum, 
lived  but  a  few  years  after  her  return  to  her  father's  house 
in  Derbyshire.  Her  husband,  Capt.  John  Edgeworth,  had 
followed  her  to  England.  Some  time  after  he  was  left 
a  widower,  he  determined  to  return  to  reside  in  Ireland. 
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B  Ills  WAj  tliithor,  be  stopped  a  clay  at  Cbester,  it  being 
I  Day.  He  went  to  the  enthedrni ;  and  there  he 
*  ttnick  with  the  sight  ot  a  lady  who  had  a  fuU-lilown 
■  La  !»er  Iwatim.  This  lady  was  Mm.  Briilgmiui,  a 
rblow  of  Sir.  EdwanI  Britlginau.  brother  to  Sir  Orlando 
,  Uie  Lonl  Keepur.  As  elie  wue  eutning  out 
I,  th*  rtwe  fell  at  Capt.  Edgeworth's  feet.  The 
■  tuuidsome,  ao  wiu  the  cnptaiu :  he  took  up  the 
i  pmctit«-d  it  with  so  mueli  grace  to  Mrs.  Bridg- 
1  that,  in  oonsequence,  they  bceatae  accjuuiuted,  and 
I  married.  They  came  over  to  Irelaud.  C.ipt. 
h  had  a  bod,  as  1  have  mcationed,  by  hia  former 
rifvi  him]  the  widow  Bridgmau  had  a  daughter  by  her 
WT  biuliond.  The  daughter  was  heiress  to  her  father's 
irty.  These  jouug  people  fell  in  love  with  eacli 
Tlie  tiiother  was  averse  to  tie  match.  To  avoid 
e  Eair  a^uHt  running  nway  witli  an  heiress,  the  lovers 
i)  that  thr  yoting  lady  slioiild  take  her  lover  to  church 
1  IwT  on  borwhack,  Tlieir  marriage  was  effecta). 
Hmw  int  son.  Francis,  was  t>om  before  the  joint  ages 
of  U>  fatlwr  and  mother  amounted  to  thirty-one  years. 

"  Aflrr  til*  death  of  Captain  Edgeworth  and  his  wife, 
which  Uftpijenotl  Wfore  thia  young  couple  had  arrived  at 
yatn  of  diMCTetlon,  John  Edgeworth  took  possi'ssion  of 
a  nxKtidcratik  t«tule  in  Ireland,  and  of  an  estate  in  Eng- 
laad,  in  lAOCnshirv,  which  oaine  to  liim  in  right  of  his 
vifp :  be  lud  also  ten  thousand  pounds  in  money,  as  her 
fortuiM!.  Bnt  tbey  wcnr  extravagant,  and  quite  ignorant 
nf  tlte  management  of  money.  Upon  an  excursion  to 
EjujcUud,  tbey  mortgagi.-d  their  estate  in  Lancashire,  and 
anvd  ihv  money  to  London  in  a  stocking,  which  they 
topt  oa  thv  top  of  tlieir  tteiL  To  this  stocking,  tmtb 
*<f<r  and  fauiliund  liiid  free  aeeess :  and.  of  eourse,  its 
matvnts  socKi  Iiegan  to  be  via-y  low.     The  young  man 
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waa  handsomp,  and  very  fond  of  dross.    At  one  tim 
wben  he  had  run  out  all  his  cash,  he  actuaJly  sold  t 
ground  plat  of  a  bouse  in  Dublin,  to  purchase  a  high-" 
crowned  hat  and  feathers,  which  was  then  the  niotle.     He 
lived  in  high  company  in  London  and  at  court.     U[>oa 
Bome  occasion   King  Cbarlca  11.  insisted  on   knightii 
bini.     His  lady  was  presented  at  court,  wh4<re  she  i 
BO  much  taken   notice  of  by  the  galluut  mouitrch, 
she  tliought  it  proper  to  intirnate  to  her  husband  i 
slie  did  not  wish  to  go  there  a  second  time ;  nc 
ever  after  appear  at  court,  though  in  the  bloom  of  yoirt 
and  beauty.     She  returned    lo   Ireland.     This   was 
instance  of  prudence,  as  well  as  strength  of  mind,  which 
could  hardly  have  been  expected  from  the  iuiproviduut 
temjier  aho  had  shown  at  first  setting  out  in  life, 
lady's  character  there  was  an  extraordinary  mixture  i 
Strength  and  weakness.     Slie  was  courageous  beyond  1 
habits  of  her  sex  in  real  danger,  and  yet  afraid  of  imag 
Duy  beings.     Acconliug  to  the  superstition  of  the  lim 
she  believed  in  fairies.     Opi>osite  lo  her  husband's 
of  Lissard,  in  Ireland,  and  within  view  of  the  windom 
there  is  a  mount,  which  was  reputed  to  be  the  resort  <| 
fairies !  and.  wben  Lady  Edgeworth  resided  alone  at  ] 
sard,  the  common  jjeople  of  the  neighborhood,  either  f 
amusement,  or  with  the  intention  of  frightening  her  aw^ 
sent  children  by  night  to  this  mount,  who.  by  their  stn 
noises,  by  singiug,  and  the  lights  they  showed  from  t 
to  time,  terrified  ber  exceedingly.     Itut  she  did  not  qn 
the   place.    The   mount  was  called  Fairy-mount, 
abbreviated  to  Firinount."' 

■  l'^ni]nunt:  from  wliicb,  In  after  timoa.  the  AMh!  Edgewt 
((*lt>lirot*-il  as  BtlenilinK  I^ula  XVI.  on  tin-  Hcnftold,  to  whose  br* 
of  the  family  this  |mrt  of  thM  eatate  dpsccn<]«l}  caUed  hiuiaelf  1 
da   Flnnoui,    Tliu  nbW  was   Lady   EiljieTvcirtira   granilatni. 
OtUi  son,  Kssex  Kdgewonli,  was  the  alibC's  tntLur. 
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e  oooTftge  and  presence  of  mind  of  this  Lady 
,  wbo  was  so  much  a&aid  of  fairieB,  Mr. 
3  gives  an  instance. 

"  Whfle  she  was  living  at  Lissard,  she  was,  on  some 
Bnn,  obliged  to  go  at  night  to  a  garret  at  the 
)  boiwc  for  Boue  goupowder,  wbicb  was  kept 
»  ia  a  bjurel.  She  wna  followed  up-staira  by  an  igno- 
t  aerraiit-girl.  wbo  carried  a  bit  of  candle  without  a 
t  between  her  fingers.  When  Lady  Edge  wo  rib 
tskea  what  gunpowder  she  wanted,  had  lockod 
w,  and  was  bal(-way  down-slaira  again,  she  ol>- 
I  Ihkt  tlie  girl  had  not  bcr  caudle,  and  asked  her 
I  bail  dune  with  it:  tbe  girl  recollected,  and  au- 
d,  tli»t  she  bad  left  it  '  ttiick  in  tlie  barrel  of  bkick 
Lady  EJlgeworth  bid  ber  stand  Btill,  and  instiintly 
ie<l  liy  beraelf  to  tlie  room  where  the  gun|H>w<ler  was, 
I  till!  candle  as  the  girl  bad  described,  put  her  bund 
nfoUy  tuidcmeath  It,  carried  it  safely  out.  and,  when 
e  got  to  tlic  bottom  of  Uie  etairs,  dropped  od  her  knees, 
i  God  for  their  deliverance.  This  lady,  with 
J  and  virtue,  had  a  violent  temper,  which 
nily  qnarrela  between  her  and  her  liualiand 
iny  sons :  so  that  the  very  early  marriage  which 
•  mentioned  turned  out  anhappily.  She  recurred 
y  to  the  large  fortune  which  she  had  brought  her 
Di],  and  romjtlftined  of  being  treated  with  neglect, 
r  baaband  had  learned  pradenec,  however,  and  inan- 
1  lo  posb  bis  fortunes  as  a  courtier  and  soldier,  and 
»  t4>  hia  eight  sons  a  handsome  property.  Lady 
VUpmocth  lived  till  she  was  ninety." 

Fnooa  Eilgeworth.  her  eldest  eon,  was  the  graud- 
r  of  Richard  Lovell  Edgeworth. 
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''  He  was  a  lojal  man,  a  zeitlona  Protustant ;  so  n 
BO,  that  be  wa«  called  I'roteitlatit  Frank.     In  his   yw 
he  raised  a  regimeut  for  King  William,  wbicb,  irlien  I 
hiid  compietcd,  he  gave  up  to  his  fatbor,  Sir  John, 
required  it  from  him.     A  mcmurandum  of  an  intend^ 
grant   from   the   crown,  of   three   thousand   pounds, 
accouiit  of  the  expense  of  raising  thia  regimeut,  a 
an  aeliDowledgmeDt  for  the  sei-vicc,  still  remsiiiB  (uiipaf 
amoDg  our  family  papers.     My  grandfather  became  < 
Del  of  the  regiment  after  his  father's  death.     lie  was  a 
man  of  great  wit  and  gayety,  fond  of  his  profession,  quil« 
a.  soldier,  and  totally  regardless  of  money.     lie  married 
succesaively  several  wives,  one  of  whom,  an  Englislj  lady, 
was   a  widow  Bradstone.     Her  daughter,   Misa   Brad- 
sUme,  my  father's  half-sister,  married  Thomas  I'ulicnljftm, 
father  to  the  Bmt,  and  grandfather  to  the  present.  Lord 
Longford.     Thus  be  became  connceted  with  the  I'aken- 
hara    family.      Col.   Francis   Edge  worth,   besides   bein 
straitened  in  his  circumstances,   by   baviug,   for  i 
years,  a  large  jointure  to  pay  to  biu  mother,  was  involil 
in  difBcukiea  by  his  own  taste  for  play,  —  a  taste  whM 
from   indulgence,  became  an   irresistible  passion. 
night,  after  having  lost  all  the  money  he  could  commu 
bo  stalced  his  wife's  diamond  earrings,  and  went  iotofl 
adjoining  room  whore  she  was  silting  in  company,  to  I 
her  to  lend  them  to  him.     She  took  them  from  her  e 
and  gave  them  to  him,  saying,  that  she  knew  for  wl| 
purixise  be  wanted  them,  and  that  he  was  welcome  ts 
tliem.     They  were  played  for.     My  grondfatlierwon  upon 
this  lost  stalce,  anil  gained  hack  all  he  had  lost  that  night. 
In  the  warmth  of   his  gratitude  to  his  wife,  he,  at  hep 
desire,  took  an  oath  that  he  would   never  more  play  at 
any  game  with  cards  or  diw.     Some  time  afterwards  ha  : 
waa  found  in  a  hay-yard  with  a  friund,  drawing  strftlfl 
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<m  of  tlid  hs^-riok,  and  bettiag  npon  which  should  be  the 
inii'rt!.  As  tiiigbt  be  espected.  he  lived  in  alternate 
e:i!invs^3noe  aiid  dUlress;  eoiuetiiiios  wilh  a  coach  and 
four,  and  in  virj"  wiuit  of  half  a  trowii." 

("ol.  FrautiH  Edgeworth  left  Lis  affairs  in  such 
Asorder  at  lus  death,  "  that  his  sod,  the  father  of 
RicIuLnl  LovvU  Edgcworth,  then  a  child  of  right 
Jttn  old,"  would  have  lost  his  whole  property,  had 
ittit  Mr.  Pakfiiham,  his  guardian,  taken  care  of  him 
ud  of  it,  Mr,  I'ukeiihani,  finding  his  half-nepliew 
h)  be  an  "uncommonly  steady  disposition,  advised 
liilD  to  go  to  tlie  Temple,  at  eighteen,  instead  of 
going  to  college,  Tliis  prudent  counsel  he  followed, 
ud  there  a{)pUed  himself  closely  to  the  study  of  the 
law;  otid  by  perseverance  in  his  profession,  and  mak- 
ing hhniwir"  miL8t«r  of  his  own  affairs,  be  recovered 
t  eonsiderablc  part  of  bis  estate,  which  had  been 
lUijiiail/  detaiued  from  him  by  some  of  his  own 
tutiily.  His  son  relates  *'a  singular  detection  of 
&atid  in  one  of  the  suits  tn  which  he  was  engaged. 
A  dcetl  wws  produced  against  him,  which  was  wit- 
MMrd  by  a  very  old  man.  who  was  brought  into 
lanirt.  His  venerable  aspect  prepossessed  the  court 
strongly  in  favor  of  his  veracity.  He  said  that  he 
«a»  an  ancient  servant  of  the  Edgeworth  family, 
tad  had  been  accustomed  to  tniuscribe  papers  for  the 
g»Btlemau  who  had  executed  tlie  deed.  He  began  by 
declaring,  that  be  had  foreseen  from  the  particular 
Jices  of  the  deed,  which  went  to  disinherit 
r  of  the  family,  that  the  transaction  might 
tar  be  lirtnighl  into  dtsptite  :  he  had  therefore, 
i,  privately  put  a  sixpence  under  the  seal  of 
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the  deed,  which  would  appenr  if  the  seal  were  I 
kea.  The  seal  was  broken  in  open  court,  and  1 
sixpence  was  found  to  be  dated  five  years  subHequent 
to  the  date  of  the  deed :  the  deed  being  thus  proved 
to  be  a  forgery,  my  father  gained  his  suit." 

The  readers  of  "  Patronage  "  must  remember  how 
much  the  point  of  tliat  story  depends  upon  thia 
very  anecdote,  wljich  Maria  has  introduced  as  the 
evidence  on  whicli  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Percy  turiM 
in  the  nefarious  attempt  of  Sir  Robert  Percy  I 
deprive  him  of  the  mesne  rents,  after  he  had  dispt 
sessed  him  of  his  estates  by  an  earlier  suit.  The 
finding  of  the  coin  there  restores  him  his  entire 
estate,  and  the  whole  passage  is  one  of  those  gei 
ine  bits  of  real  life  which  she  depicts  with  so  mai 
truth  and  vividness. 

Mr.  Edgeworth,  after  this  incident,  and  gaininj 
other  suits,  became  rich  in  a  few  years ;  and.  "  iu  1732, 
he  married  Jane  Lovell,  daughter  of  Samuel  LovelJ* 
a.  Welsh  judge,  who  was  sou  of  Sir  Salathiel  Lov< 
that  recorder  of  Loudon  who,  at  the  trial  of  1 
seven  bishops,  in  tlie  reign  of  James  II..  proved  1: 
self  to  be  a  good  man,  though  he  was  but  an  i 
furent  lawyer.  He  Uved  to  the  age  of  ninety-fol 
and  had  so  much  lost  his  memory  as  to  be  called  l' 
Ohliviseor  of  London.  Of  him  I  have  heard 
father  relate  an  anecdote,"  saj-s  Richard  Lov| 
Edgeworth,  "which  has  been  told  of  others, 
young  lawyer  pleading  before  him  was  so  rude  as  \ 
Bay,  *  Sir,  you  have  forgotten  the  law.'  He  replifl 
'  Young  man.  I  have  forgotten  more  law  than  j 
will  ever  remember.' " 
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h  Galton's  "  Hereditary  Genius "  lie  mentions 
tht  Edgevorthit,  and  ctaasea  them  as  an  example  of 
ha  theory.  He  also  names  Sir  SalatMel  Lovell  as 
u  uicestor.  Id  naming  Mr,  Edgeworth,  the  fatiier 
pf  .Mario,  he  says,  he  exhibits  "a  singular  uaiun  of 
uber  sense  and  inexhaustible  invention." 

Ssmuel  Lovell,  the  Welsh  judge,  as  he  was  pass- 
tag  tbe  Boods  near  Beaiimoriii,  *'goiug  the  circuit," 
ms  orertakea  by  the  nigbt  and  the  tide :  his  coach 
ns  set  fast  in  a  quicksand ;  the  water  soon  rose 
into  tbe  coach;  and  bis  register  and  some  other 
utendonts  crept  out  of  the  windows,  and  mounted 
on  tha  roof  and  on  the  coach-box.  The  judge  let 
tbe  water  rise  to  his  very  liiis,  and  with  becoming 
gravity  replied  to  all  the  entreaties  of  his  attend- 
tnts,  "  I  will  follow  your  counsel,  if  you  can  quote 
iay  precedent  for  a  judge's  mounting  a  coach-box." 
After  Jlr.  Edgeworth'a  marriage  with  JIihs  Lovell, 
ie  abontloQcd  the  profesirion  of  the  law,  and  resided 
Ml  his  etitate  in  Ireland,  with  occasional  visits  to 
BcgUnd.  He  bad  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
di«i  in  their  early  infancy.  Richard  Lovell  Edge- 
worth  Wiie  born  in  Buth.  in  the  year  1744.  When 
tie  was  six  Ti^ars  of  age,  he  became,  by  the  death  of 
tiM  elder  brother  Tliomiis,  his  father's  heir.  He  tells 
B»  that  as  the  result  of  this  event,  — 

"Tlie  views  of  my  edneation  changed,  and  my  life  was 
■Dw  to  he  preaervecl  wStli  au  iiicroiisiil  di-gree  of  care  »n<l 
IRCHliun.  .  .  .  I  tfBS  nnturully  stroug  nnd  active;  but 
1  Vh  iKwr  olJipwl  to  lake  a  i-ourae  of  physic  twice  a 
r.  rveiy  •pring  am)  autairia,  witb  n  nine  ilaj-s*  potions 
!*  and  rbuliorb,  to  fortify  loy  stoumcb,  aud 
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to  kill  imaginary  worms.  I  was  not  suffered  to  fed  the 
slightest  inclemency  of  the  weather;  I  was  muffled  up 
whenever  I  was  permitted  to  ride  a  mile  or  two  on  horse- 
back before  the  coachman;  my  feet  never  brushed  tbe 
dew,  nor  was  my  head  ever  exposed  to  the  wind  or  sun. 
Fortunately  my  mother's  knowledge  of  the  human  mind 
far  exceeded  her  skill  in  medicine." 

This  lady,  having  become  a  cripple  by  accident, 
after  the  birth  of  her  son  Richard,  devoted  herself 
to  literature  for  her  diversion  and  relief  from  ennui; 
and  to  her,  probably,  he  owed  the  taste  for  science 
and  literature  which  he  afterwards  displayed,  and 
with  which  he  so  strongly  imbued  the  opening  mind 
of  his  daughter  Maria. 

Richard  Edge  worth  was  first  sent  to  school  to  the 
clergyman  of  a  neighboring  village,  the  Rev.  Patrick 
Hughes,  the  early  insti;uctor  of  Goldsmith.  After 
a  few  months  of  preparatory  study  there,  combined 
with  a  good  deal  of  whippiilg,  he  was  ready  for  a 
higher  school,  and  placed  at  Dr.  Lydiat's  at  War- 
wick, in  England.  He  was  then  about  eight  years 
old.  He  says  of  this  school  and  the  harsh  treat- 
ment he  received  there  from  the  older  boys,  — 

''I  had  been  accustomed  to  the  affection  of  all  my 
family  at  home,  and  was  totally  unacquainted  with  that 
love  of  power  and  of  tyranny  which  seems  almost  innate 
in  certain  minds.  A  full-grown  boy,  just  ready  for  col- 
lege, made  it  his  favorite  amusement  to  harass  the  minds, 
and  torment  the  bodies,  of  his  younger  school-fellows.  A 
little  boy  with  remarkably  long  flaxen  hair,  and  myself, 
were  the  chosen  objects  of  his  cruelty.  He  used  to  knot 
our  hair  together,  and  drag  us  up  and  down  the  school- 
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Item  KUlra,  for  his  ilircrsion.     One  evening,  when  Dr. 

Lj>lkt  uul  ail  thu  boys  vxcept  my  tormentor  onrl  myself, 

M  K"')''  ^  diiuvti.  ha    uftught   irc,  and.  confiuing   me 

«lth  iron  gruap  bt'tween  his  knees,  ho  pulled  a  small  black 

h>x  fnim  lib  jMwkvt,  which,  with  a  terrific  voice  and  coun- 

I^BOorr,  be  iiiforiuiil  me  waa  filled  with  dead  men's  fat, 

rith  the  fnt  nt  b  tniui  who  hiKl  lately  been  hanged:  tliia 

I     be  inviterl  mv  to  cat. :  aiul,  upon  my  rurusiug  U)  do  so  with 

^Muifest   sign«   of   horror  and  disgust,  he  craiiiUKHl  my 

^HduUi  till  I  woa  nearly  suffocnUtl.     The  box  coDlniiieit, 

^H  y  trae.  nothing  bat  a|>ermaceLi ;  but  to  mt;  it  was  tlrcod- 

H(  Travelling  in  Englnnd  iii  1752  was  at  all  seasona 
^Biffiimlt,  but  iu  wiuter  a  great  exposure.  And  as 
'  the  Edgeworth  family  were  living  at  Biith,  the  Itoy 
w«s  ut  f^ml  his  ClinKtmits  holidays  at  school.  Mrs. 
D«W4!&.  the  aistor  of  Mrs,  Dehiiiy,  so  well  known  to 
«U  wlui  havu  vvcT  read  the  life  of  that  charming 
womaa.  wax  lier«ulf  ail  benevolence  and  sj-mpathy  i 
kdA.  (to  a  xnsii  tn  Iter  own  sons  at  the  school,  saw 
little  Richard,  and  invited  bim  to  Welsboume,  her 
tutoie,  wbii-'h  Wax  about  four  miles  from  Warwick. 
Thtru  ho  went,  and  passed  a  very  delightful  Christ- 
mas. Ilis  mutlivr  bad  known  Mrs.  Delanyj  and  he 
kaitd  himself  received  by  the  uaster  and  mit>tres3 
i>(  WtLtbuume  as  one  of  the  family,  and  saw  old 
r.vi:  l^h  hospitality.  His  description  of  it  all  shows 
«i.>i  country  life  in  England  was  at  that  time. 

-•  The  tdiKOta  of  Mr.  Dewea  were  invited  to  a  Cbiist- 
>M  ilinoer  of  r<ieeUeDt  cheer,  and  their  wives  and 
dn^htdv  |mMeil  the  evening  iu  mirth  and  ttitreprvrvd 
11m;  ttcldlii  and  a  good  eu^iiier  seat  all  the 
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yoiitig  people  happy  to  tbeir  faoiiie«,  ontl  Mrs.  I>ewc8*8 
cheerful  and  inaCructive  conversntion  spread  universal 
satiafaction  among  the  elder  part  of  the  company." 

The  four  Dewes  boy8  and  young  Edgeworth  pftssed 
their  time  verj'  pleasantly  in  the  usual  sports  of  the 
season,  and  read  in  the  evening  from  the  little  bonks 
then  printed  by  Newberry  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard* 
or  deciphered  anagrams  which  Mrs.  Dewes  and  s 
young  lady  visitors  gave  them. 

Mrs.  Delany,  writing  Mrs.  Dewes  from  BuUtr 
the  home  of  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  Dec.  2,  lid 
says,  among  other  things,  — 

"  I  am  delighted  with  your  journal,  and  that  Mastex  J 
Edgcworth  ia  so  well-behaved  a   child :   it  would  hu^-e 
been  indeed  grievous  to  have  had  your  great  good-uatura 
and  humanity  hurt  and  uugrftteTully  relumed,  as  it  wouldj 
have  been  had  he  proved  a  bad  boy." 

After  an  attack  of  whooping-cough,  wliich  ] 
vented  his  study,  he  was  removed  fi-om  the  schoi 
at  Warwick.  On  his  way  with  his  father  to  Bath,  li 
says, — 

"  Our  Journey  lay  in  some  places  out  of  the  high  roadi^ 
and  across  com-fielda.  Our  vi'liicle  was  a  two-wheeled 
carriage,  something  like  a  Frcuch  cltaise  de  paste;  and, 
OS  we  travelled  slowly,  I  had  time  for  obscnatiou.  I 
recollect,  however,  only  one  thing  that  caught  my  atten- 
tion :  when  we  came  on  the  high  road  to  Cirencester,  I 
saw  a  Diao  carrying  a  machine  6ve  or  six  feet  in  diameter, 
of  an  oval  form,  and  composed  of  slender  ribs  of  sleeL 
I  begged  my  father  to  intiuire  what  it  was.     We  w&tB 
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IdU  that  ft  w&s  the  skeleton  of  a  lady's  hoop.  It  Traa 
fombibcil  with  hiugtn,  which  permitted  it  to  fold  togetlier 
a  a  tinalt  aMin|iAM.  sii  tliitt  more  Oian  two  persons  might 
nl  (■«  car-,  wat  of  it  vtnwh ;  a  feat  not  easily  [K'rformed 
irbru  liuJic«  were  eDoom  passed  with  wbaloboue  hou[m  of 
■ix  f«t  extent." 

On  hU  parenta'  returo  to  Treland,  he  was  placed  at 
Drogheda  school ;  of  which  Dr.  Norris  waa  master, 
tad  it  was  then  considered  the  best  in  Ireland. 
While  there  he  profited  by  the  excellent  iiistruc- 
tioii,  and  made  fiome  lifelong  friends.  Among 
I  Ibem  were  the  two  sons  of  Chief  Baron  Foster : 
t  lobn,  the  eldest,  became  nfterwardtt  the  celebrated 
qteakrr  of  the  Irish  House  of  C'ommone ;  and  Wil- 
Uun.  who  was  Buccessjvely  Bishop  of  Kilmore  and 
8t*bop  of  Clogher.  While  at  this  school.  Edge- 
worth  became  celebrated  for  feats  of  strength ;  and, 
dnnag  his  vacations,  he  was  invited  by  Baron 
Foeier  to  nsit  his  sons  at  CoUon,  where  be  hunted 
"desiieratcly  "  with  the  Fosters,  Thinking  he  had 
maa^  cause  of  grievance,  Richard  [^rsuaded  hia 
bther  to  remore  him  when  be  was  about  four- 
teen yeara  old  to  a  school  at  Longford,  kept  by  a 
nui  Darned  Hyoes ;  and  bo  well  did  he  profit  by  his 
Itodir^  that  iu  two  years  more  he  was  prepared  to 
cater  the  University  of  Dublin. 

Abuut  this  time  (1754)  bis  mother,  who  had  long 
leen  an  invalid,  consulttd  Lord  TrimblcBtone,  "  a 
Bciman-Calbolic  nobleman  who  had  renided  many 
]-<w  abroMl,  and  become  famous  for  his  skill  in 
nit«Ui'tiie  and  bonvvolcnt  attentions  to  persons  of  all 
ankk  wbo  applied  to  him."    Mr.  Edgcworth  relates 
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the  following  anecdote  of  one  of  this  nobleman^a 
remarkable  cures. 

^^A  very  delicate  lady  of  fashion,  who  had,  till  her 
beauty  began  to  decay,  been  flattered  egregiously  by  one 
sex,  and  vehemently  envied  by  the  other,  began  to  feelt 
as  years  approached,  that  she  was  shrinking  into  nobody. 
Disappointment  produces  ennui,  and  en7iui  disease :  a  train 
of  ner\'ous  symptoms  succeeded  each  other  with  alarm- 
ing rapidity ;  and  after  the  advice  and  the  consultations 
of  all  the  physicians  in  Ireland,  and  the  correspondence  of 
the  most  eminent  in  England,  this  poor  lady  had  recourse 
in  the  last  resort  to  Lord  Trimblestone.  He  declined 
interfering,  he  hesitated :  but  at  last,  after  much  inter- 
cession, he  consented  to  hear  the  lady's  complaints,  and 
to  endeavor  to  effect  her  cure  :  this  concession  was  made 
upon  a  ix)sitive  stipulation  that  the  patient  should  remain 
three  weeks  in  his  house,  without  any  attendants  but  those 
of  his  own  family,  and  that  her  friends  should  give  her 
up  entirely  to  his  management.  The  case  was  desperate, 
and  any  terms  must  be  submitted  to  where  there  was  a 
prospect  of  relief.  The  lady  went  to  Trimblestone, 
was  received  with  the  greatest  attention  and  politeness. 
Instead  of  a  grave  and  forbidding  physician,  her  host, 
she  found,  was  a  man  of  most  agreeal)le  manners.  Lady 
Trimblestone  did  every  thing  in  her  ix)wer  to  entertain 
her  guest,  and  for  two  or  three  days  the  demon  of  ennui 
was  banished.  At  length  the  lady's  vapors  returned: 
every  thing  appeared  changed.  Melancholy  brought  on 
a  return  of  alarming  nervous  complaints,  —  convulsions 
of  the  limbs,  perversion  of  the  understanding,  a  horror 
of  society:  in  short,  all  the  complaints  that  are  to  be 
met  with  in  an  advertisement  enumerating  the  miseries 
of  a  nervous  patient.    In  the  midst  of  one  of  her  most 
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ndmt  Bu,  four  mutes,  dresded   in  wl]it«,   entered   her 
■fwKjMiit;  itloirty  njipruachiDg,   they  took   her  without 
tUcimy  Id   tlmr  anus,  uivd  withuiit  giviug  her  tiitic  to 
oIliTt  bfTM^ir,  i-unvi-ypd    hpr  into   u  itistuut  chainlier 
1^  iritii  lilaiJi,  mil]  ligtitvd  with  ^ret'n  tn|>ers.     From 
eviliu};,  wliicli  was  of  a  couaiilcnihle  lit-iglit,  !i  swing 
)u  •iu{M!Ui1ei1.  ill  which  she  was  plnceci  hy  Uie  iDiiU-t).  so 
bi  Ik;  M^ted  ut  sonie  distance  from  tlic  ground.     One 
tbt'  maUrs  set  Ui<*  swing  iu  motion  :  and.  as  it  approai^h^d 
0  rDil  of  tbi;  ruoni,  itlm  wua  oiiposed  by  a  grim  mcoa- 
tg.  fianrv  antii^l  with  u  hugti  rod  of  birch.     When  she 
ikv)  bvhind  Iivr,  she  s»w  n  similar  Qgure  at  the  other 
i  of  the  r«x>iii,  armwi  in  tlio  aiinie  uiuimer.     The  ttT- 
-,  nutwitbiitaiiding  the  stmngv  circumstances  which  isai- 
in«li.il  her.  woa  not  of  that  sort  which  tbn^atcns  life ; 
t  rwry  iiwtnnt  there  vtm  au  immediate  hazaixl  of  IxxUly 
in.     Afb^r  eoaic  Lime  tlie  mtites  a[i|>i:arGd  agaio,  wilh 
Ml  oompoHure  tool:  the  lady  out  of  tlie  swing,  nml  con- 
rlrd  bi*r  to  her  apartment.     When  elie  hud   n-posed 
so  titoH,  B  Hdrvtuit  came  to  iaform  her  that  teA  was 
RJIf,     Fear  of  whnl  might  be  the    consequences    of   a 
Ltiti^l   her  from   declining  to  ap|>car.      No 
takvu  of  what  had  hapi>ened.  and  the  evening 
:lay  paseeil  without  any  attack  of  her  dis- 
On  tlte  tliird  day  the  va[>ors  rvturui^d,  tlie  mutes 
;ieared,    the    menacing   llagfllanta   again    affrighted 
anti   again  ahe  enjoyed  a  remission  of  her  corn- 
By  degrees  tlie   StM  of   her  disorder  Ivecame 
CcrqiKPLt   tlw   miuistration  of  her  tormentors  li^ss 
:  ami  in  Ume  Uie  habits  of  hypochondriaoistn 
Ml  iiftifD  inli-rni|ittil,  aiid  stioh  a  new  series  of  idcua 
iiilfoilnwd  into  tipr  niiiii!,  thut  she  recovered  perfect 
I  [tn-ftciTwi  to  tlie  end  of  her  life  sincere  grati- 
f.ir  ber  adveutUTous  pliysichin." 
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Before  young  Edgeworth  entered  the  university, 
his  attention  was  turned  from  his  studies  for  a  time 
by  tlie  festivities  attending  his  eldest  sister's  wedding. 
She  married  Francis  Fox,  Esq.,  of  Fox  Hall,  in  the 
county  of  Longford,  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and 
fortune,  living  near  Edgeworthstown.  All  kinds  of 
gayety  followed  this  event,  and  Richard  Edgeworth 
was  among  the  wildest  participants  in  these  jovial 
scenes.  It  was  at  one  of  the  dances  given  in  honor 
of  the  wedding  that  the  mock-marriage  occurred, 
which  sufficiently  alarmed  his  father,  and  caused 
him  to  institute  a  suit  of  jactitation  of  marriage  in 
the  ecclesiastical  court,  to  annul  these  imaginary 
nuptials.  Tlie  whole  afifair  was  a  joke,  and  hardly 
wortli  noticing,  any  more  than  other  bojish  freaks, 
such  as  dancing,  hunting,  and  shooting  so  violently 
that  for  three  nights  successively  Richard  went  from 
one  amusement  to  another  without  being  in  bed; 
and  it  was  after  a  raking  pot  of  tea  —  that  Hibernian 
potation  taken  to  refresh  the  spirits  of  those  who 
have  sat  up  all  night — tliat  this  wedding  ceremony 
was  gone  through,  with  a  key  of  a  door  for  a  ring, 
and  a  ''  few  words  of  the  ceremony  gabbled  over  '* 
by  one  of  the  company,  with  a  white  cloak  round 
him  for  a  surplice.  When  "The  Quarterly  Review," 
long  years  after,  sent  fc)rth  that  cruel  notice  of  the 
Memoirs  which  so  hurt  Maria  and  the  Edgeworth 
family,  this  incident  was  commented  on  in  the  most 
severe  language  by  the  reviewer.  That  gentleman 
actually  counted  this  as  a  marriage,  and  added  it  to 
Mr.  Edgeworth's  four  marriages  as  another.  The 
young  lady  married  shortly  afterwards. 
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Aobaoge  for  the  better  in  the  active  boy's  tastes 

»«i  niiule  by  the  good  i[i0ueiico  of  Lady  Longford, 

-ifr  of  the   Lord   Loiigford  who  waa   nephew  uf 

J:    1  ini'a  fatlier.     HU  cousin's  wife  was  tlie  worthy 

:;ji  .luiiin  <'t  thU  nohlvman,  who  wiis  a  man  of  "bii- 

jT.i.r  liliilitieii  and  politfiiess."     She  was  a  woman 

.':lr.  i   liy   nature  with  Uilcnts,  wit,  and  hmnor.  to 

i'l::i  is  :*he  added  a  taste  for  literature  not  coinmou 

ui  iht-  women  of  her  day.     She  did  not  try  to  thwiirt 

Wr  ^iiring  ciiusiu  in  his  passion  for  field-sports,  bnt 

pv*  liim  the  key  of  the  library;  and  this  hint  soon 

kid  liip  dL-Htred  effect,  for  he  shot  till  he  was  tired 

ni  it,  uid  then  found  the  library  &  most  attractive 

pkcB.     His  taste  for  field-Hporui  vanished,  never  to 

rrTiim.     His  active  mind  was   early  roused   to   an 

!i]i-ri-.i  in  science;  and  the  electrical  machine  of  tlia 

ini.MiT  Mr.  Deane — whose  wife  Mrs.  Edgeworth 

;■  -. -t>_d  her»c)f  in  when  her  son  was  seven  years 

'  —  ninde  a,  lasting  impresoinn  on  Ids  mind.     This 

';<h('r  wa^  detained  at  Edgewortbstown  by  his 

iPik-m;  and.  grateful  for  tbe  kindness  of  Kich- 

:uuihcr  Ut  her,  be  showed  him,  while  lie  was 

Lw  ■  n-ii  tn  Diibliii,  his  workshop  and  all  his  scien- 

liSc  ttiMmmcnb).     Among  other  things,  he  nllnwed 

nins  til  Me  an  orrery  which  he  was  making.     This 

iii*tl:!ii.>  he  aflerwarda  bctiueathed  to  the  University 

oi  ^Lblin. 

1 1, ..  f^.!,  come  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  with  which 

!  ^dlowed  j'oung  Edgi-worth  to  win  a 

'  :U  faro.  And  then  lose  it  all  agnin. 


Ik  gambler. 


,  and  nee  if  he  were  iji  danger 
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The  usual  career  of  a  young  man  of  property  was 
at  that  clay  either  idleness,  which  always  hjis  so 
many  dangers,  or  a  profession  ;  and  this  latter  seems 
to  have  been  Richard's  lot.  He  was  entered  at 
Dublin  University,  1761 ;  and  there  he  passed  an 
extremely  idle,  misspent  period  of  his  life.  He 
himself  wishes  "to  pass  over"  his  residence  there. 
His  father  removed  him  in  1761  to  Corpus  Christi 
College,  Oxford,  as  a  gentleman  commoner.  He 
resolved  to  amend  his  life,  and  seems  to  have  thor- 
oughly regretted  the  dissipations  of  Dublin. 

Another  danger  awaited  him.  Mr.  Elers,  an  early 
friend  of  Mr.  Edgeworth,  was  requested  by  him  to 
take  an  interest  in  his  son  while  at  the  university. 
Mr.  Elers  frankly  told  Mr.  Edgeworth  that  he  had 
*'  several  daughters  grown  and  growing  up,  who,  as 
the  world  said,  were  pretty  girls ,  but  to  whom  he 
could  not  give  fortunes  that  would  make  them  suita* 
ble  matches  for  Mr.  Edgeworth's  son."  This  hon- 
orable statement  did  not  prevent,  but  rather  hastened 
and  determined,  Mr.  Edgeworth's  resolution;  and  he 
took  his  son  with  him  to  Black  Bourton,  an  ancient 
seat  of  the  Hungerford  family,  whose  heiress  Mr. 
Elers  had  married.  As  Mr.  Edgeworth  did  the  very 
thing  Mr.  Elers  feared  (fell  in  love  with  arid  mar- 
ried one  of  his  pretty  daughters  who  had  no  fortune), 
some  mention  must  here  be  made  of  the  occupants 
of  Black  Bourton. 

Paul  Elers  was  of  German  descent,  and  a  lawyer 
by  profession.  He  was  requested  by  Mr.  Grosvenor, 
a  friend  of  his  whom  Mr.  Hungerford  had  selected 
as  his  daughter's  husband,  to  visit  Black  BourtoDi 
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1  examioe  the  title-deed^  of  the  estate,  and  take 

B  ncvcse-try  steps  U>  secure  it  to  him.     Mr.  Groavo- 

■  wu  Dut  {ancinated  by  bis  intended  bride,  and 

I  BourtoQ  did  not  tieem  to  yield  attractions  to 

iii|ieuikate.     lie   grew   ineianoholy,   and   told    Mr. 

*'rhe  girl  is  a  sad  encumbrance  to  the  estate." 

a  friend  fett  iliffcrently,  and  s^iuke  so  admiringly  of 

&»   Unitgerford,  that  Mr.  Grosvenor  replied,  "A 

limgtit  has  just  strut-k  nie:  suppose  you  were  to 

1  the  wbolo  bargain  off  my  bauds."    After  some 

krieK,  thin  Ktrange  chiuige  was  aetnally  ef- 

^t«d :  Mr.  EU-n  became  the  husband  of  the  heiress 

Mr.  Gr»srci)or  "returned  with  light   heart  to 

kndon,  delighted  ut  liis  escape"  from  mutriuiony; 

tsd  lii.1  friend  beiaoie  the  possessor  of  an  estate  of 

cgbl  hundred  a  year,  and  tlie  lady.    His  prosjiects 

n  a  rising  Uwy«r  were,  however,  spoiled  by   this 

ouriAge:  and  be  was,  at  the  time  of   Mr.  Edge- 

«iirtb'3  iotniduction  to  the  home,  father  of  a  large 

lunlty,  and  pour. 

"Tbr  family  at  Bluck  Boiirton.  at  tliis  lime,"  Bays  Mr. 

Edfnv'irth,  "i-onaiaUil  of  Mrs.   Elers,  her  mother  Mrs. 

Bsi:;;vrfcinl,   and    four   grown-up    youi)};  liulics,   lx->siili'9 

Kfvral  {-kUdn.-n;   Otv  ekleet  sod,   ati    olDeer,   ul«enl  on 

doty.     TIht  youn;;  latlies.  though  far  from  Itcing  Ifuaiitk-a, 

•>iv  luiniboDw.' :   aiwl,  lliougli   rle§tltute   of    aocoi)i[ili»li- 

i^-DVi,  ttiry  w«rv.   ti(itwilli)»tuii(liiig,   agrecnltle.  Trom  au 

V  i;i!i  :iit.t  »itnitlii-iiy,  and  from  nn  iinutTeclett  jiooil- 

■y.     TItc  person  who  stniek  me  most  at 

■••  tliis  family  groap  was  Mrs,  llimger- 

[jtar  eighty,  tall  and  majestic,  with  eyra 

b_[  •1,11  rt-iikiia-d  UDcUuiwou  lustre.     She  was  not  able 
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to  nsc  from  her  chair  without  the  assistance  of  one  of 
her  grand-daughters  ;  but  when  she  had  risen,  and  stood 
leaning  on  her  tortoise-shell  cane,  she  received  my  father^ 
as  the  friend  of  the  family,  with  so  much  politeness,  and 
with  so  much  grace,  as  to  eclipse  all  the  young  people 
by  whom  she  was  surrounded. 

"Mrs.  Hungerfonl  was  a  Blake,  connected  with  the 
Norfolk  family.  She  had  formerly  been  the  wife  of  Sir 
Alexander  Kennedy,  whom  Mr.  Ilungerford  killed  in  a 
duel  in  Blenheim  Park.  Why  she  dropped  her  title  in 
marrying  Mr.  Hungerford,  I  know  not ;  nor  can  I  tell  how 
he  persuaded  the  beautiful  widow  to  marry  him,  after  he 
had  killed  her  husband.  Mr.  Hungerford  brought  her  into 
the  retirement  of  Black  Bourton,*  the  ancient  seat  of 
this  family, — an  excellent  but  antiquated  house,  with  case- 
ment windows,  divided  by  stone  frame-work,  the  princi- 
pal rooms  wainscoted  with  oak,  of  which  the  antiquity 
might  be  guessed  by  the  taniish  it  had  acquired  from 
time.  In  the  large  hall  were  hung  spears,  and  hunting- 
tackle,  and  armor,  and  trophies  of  war  and  of  the  chase^ 
and  a  portrait  —  not  of  exquisite  painting — of  the  gallant 
Sir  Edward  Hungerfonl.  This  portrait  had  been  remove<l 
hither  from  Farley  Castle,  the  principal  seat  of  the 
family. 

'*In  the  history  of  Mrs.  Hungerford,  there  was  some- 
thing mysterious,  which  was  not,  I  i>erceived,  known  to 
the  younger  part  of  the  family.  I  made  no  inquiries 
from  Mr.  Elers,  but  I  observed  that  she  was  for  a  certain 

1  The  proper  name  of  Black  Bourton  Is  Bourton  Abbots.  "  The 
old  manorial  pew  belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Christ 
Chnrch  College  formerly  belonged  to  the  Ellers,  or  Elers,  family. 
At  the  back  of  it  is  the  old  family  marble  tomb  and  effigy.  Bourton 
AblK)t8  was  a  fine  old  mansion-house,  a  vestige  of  which  is  not  now 
to  be  found,  though  relies  of  the  old  oak  carvings  are  scattered 
among  neighboring  cottages." 
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day  InviftiMe.     She  had   an   apartment  to 

>K  Stairs,  conUining  throe  or  four  rooms  ;  when 

staira,  wc  used  to  make  a  short  way  fmm 

•Ue  of  the  bouae  tu  the  other,  through  her  rooms, 

A  unai|)ie>l  nearly  one  side  of  a  quail rcuigle,  of  which 

boiMC  ooQKUt«d.     Oiie  day,  forgetting  she  was  iu  ber 

n,  and  bcr  door  by  aocideot  not  having  been  locked, 

nddeiily  entered.     I  saw  her  kneeling  before  a  cmcifix, 

wu  pl«c«]   upon   her  toilette,  her  beautiful  eyea 

witb  tetn,  and  cast  up  to  hoavco  with  the 

Ml  rervent  derotioD ;   ber  silver  locks   flowing   dowo 

Rr  ber  «houldets;  the  remains  of   exquisite  lieaiity, 

tu»,  noA  dignity  in  Iter  whole  figure.     I  bad  not,  till  I 

nr  brr  at  UtrM-,  bfr  private  devotions,  known  that  she 

H  s  CatboUc ;  nor  bail  I,  till  I  saw  her  tears  of  contri- 

on.  Miy  reason  to  suppose  that  she  thought  borself  a 

BBtteuL     The  scene  struck   mo,  young   as    I  was,  aud 

wre  ftty  tliau  young:  bfr  tears  seemed  to  comfort,  uot 

»dc]irc«  her;  and,  for  the  first  time  since  my  childhood, 

wa*  cnnvim.'ol  Uiitt  the  consolations  of  religion  are  fully 

|nl  to  tt«  tvrrors." 

Tba  jODDg  num  found  himself  unseen  by  the  lady, 
nd  qitiotJy  withdrcv  with  the  lesson  he  learued 
Km  thift  m:«u«. 

Rieliiird  received  an  nolimited  invitation  to  the 
A^tablo  roansien  at  Black  Bourton,  and  soon 
MUBo  IU  one  of  the  fumily.  He  "  laughed  and 
UIcm],  and  sing  with  the  ladies,  aud  read  Cicero 
nd  Lougtuua  with  (heir  falher,  who,  iiotwithstnnd- 
Ig  my  yoath,"  says  the  narrator,  "and  my  pro- 
Bodty  to  female  society,  Gllcd  many  of  my  hours 
litlt  Agrt-ealjle  conversaUou."      liis  college  lifi;  was 
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passed  very  much  the  same  as  the  other  students 
spent  theirs;  and  he  distinguished  himself  neither 
by  his  levity  nor  studiousness,  though  he  made  good 
progress  under  his  excellent  tutor,  Mr.  Russell, 
whose  son,  some  years  later,  was  Master  of  the 
Charter  House. 


CILVPTER  n. 

liik  U*  P>iiMita  at  Bath.— Runaway  Marriitee.  — RecoivcB  hia 
rulwr'*  Ptirgtvcaew.  — Viilts  Irclan>I  wllh  IiIr  Wife  — Death 
*t  fatoHochsi.  —  tti'ttini  to  Engloml.  — Settles  at  Hare  HuU:h.— 
OceniiaUocu.  —  Hb  W«u'«  Maniigpiuent.  — Son  born.  — Enien 
Uw  TcmpJp,  atid  sttiiUiw  (or  llm  Bur.  — Maria  bnm.  — Mr,  Elilge- 
WOTlb'o  VWt  to  LldiOclil.- Tlif  UthOdd  Cettnc.  — Dr.  Dar- 
wIb.  —  Anoa  S'wanl.  — Tim  Mlfwea  Snf}'J.  — Thomas  Day.— 
OlbT  FrlTiiii<Ii)|a  funued  wllh  Mi.  Kelr.  Dr.  Small.  Mi.  WaCe, 
Ur.  Wwlc^vnod,  and  Mr.  Bolton.- Day's  Admiration  (ur  Miu 
Hunvra  Birnjil.  — Hm  Bt?]i«rtl(in.  — TraliBlera  liW  Af!octlDOi!  to 
kr  Mrter  ElUaliMh.  —  ITu  aJu{>ta  Two  Girts.— Mr.  Eilgcwortli 
labirrUa  bU  I'aUmal  Eaiate«.~no  boccmea  desperately  in  Love 
*Kk  Mb*  Houora  Sueyd. 

DtTBlKO  the  vficatious  he  went  to  Bath,  where  his 
KothcT  Btid  father  were  living  on  account  of  the 
fanner's  bciilttL  Bath,  at  thb  period,  was  the  resort 
of  Euglftud's  moiit  dktinguislted  men  and  women ; 
;oiuig  Edgewortb  became  a  man  of  fashion,  and 
■t  ihv  some  time  philosophized  iipon  the  people  he 
Wtt  thi>re.  He  says  he  "was  particularly  struck 
wiUi  tbo  nppearaQce  of  the  then  Duke  of  Devou- 
dure.  He  htul  retired  from  the  court  in  disgust; 
«id  tb«  cluigriii  visible  ou  his  countenance  made  me 
tuly  prrc^ivf  Ibat  the  smiles  or  frowns  of  princes 
iav4;  more  power  over  the  happiness  of  human 
beings  than  those  who  are  at  a  diiitance  from  sover- 
Ofiu  can  conceive."  He  saw  Beau  Nash,  then  at 
uiith  of  his  fame,  the  ituperious  ruler  of  fasb- 


2S  A  STUDY  OF   MARIA   EDGEWOETH, 

ioH  in  Batli,  at  wbose  command  no  lady  might  appeut  1 
as  slie  chose,  no  man  could  be  admitted  to  a  puhlio  ■ 
asssenibly  without  conforming  to  the  dictates  of  this 
petty  tyrant,  who  denounced  aprons,  and  forbade 
hoots  in  his  evening  assemblies,  and  in  person  ad- 
dressed those  who  wilfully  or  ignorautly  disobeyed 
his  rules.  There,  too,  he  saw  "the  celebrated  Lord 
Chesterfieid."  and  "looked  in  vain  for  that  fire 
which  we  expect  to  And  in  the  eye  of  a  man  of  wit 
and  genius.  He  was  obviously  unhappy,  and  a  mel- 
ancholy spectacle." 

Mr.  Edgeworth  thought  Ids  son  should  marry 
early,  and  introduced  liini  among  the  best  familiea 
in  Bath;  but  already  he  had  paid  attention  to  one 
of  the  Miss  Elers,  and  he  says,  "felt  myself  insensi- 
bly entangled  so  completely  that  I  could  not  find 
any  honorable  means  of  extrication."  He  did  not 
conceal  his  change  of  feeling  when  he  returned  to 
Black  Bonrton,  but  found  the  lady,  who  was  not  so 
changeable,  held  him  to  his  promise,  and  so  they 
visited  Scotland,  in  1703,  where  minora  were  married 
when  they  contracted  an  alliance  without  their  par- 
ents' consent.  At  the  time  of  this  injudicious  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Anna  Maria  Elers,  Richard  Lovell 
Edgeworth  was  but  nineteen  years  old ,  and  Ids  eld- 
est child,  a  son,  was  born  before  the  father  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  His  father,  Mr.  Edgeworth 
senior,  was  much  displeased  at  this  marriage,  and  at 
first  refused  his  approbation,  but  finally  gave  his 
conficut  to  wliut  he  nuist  have  felt  a  thing  he  coidd 
not  remedy,  and  had  the  young  couple  remarried 
by  license  with   his   consent.     Richard    Edgeworth  J 
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ok  hia  Toung  wife  and  iafuiit  son  to  revisit  hiK 
wuU  in  Ireland ;  bnt  his  mother  oiilj  survived  hia 
rival  at  Edgewortlistown  a  few  days,  ending  lier 
"  suffering  with  the  fortitude  and  calmness  she 
Kkid  ill-iplayed  throughout  her  long  illness.  Her  son 
«  anijile  testimony  to  her  many  adrairahle  quali- 
Ilie9  and  ber  love  of  literature;  which  she  kept  in 
Isptte  of  early  discouragements,  and  cherislicd  hy  loii- 
■ttmt  excreijc  in  reading  and  study,  so  that,  dining 
r  tircDty  years  of  helpless  invalidism,  she  did  not 
Fwit  for  olijects  of  interest  and  tliought. 

•'I  believe  I  bare  mentioned,  that,  a  few  hours  after 
ny  bmb,  the,  l>y  some  mismanagement,  lost  the  use  of 
ooe  arm,  nml  nlnioel  of  bur  left  aide.  ...  In  a  word,  ber 
beatlli  was  must  deplunitilv.  Yet,  uiKler  all  tbesc  afHic- 
Ikioit.  rIm.-  was  obei-rful.  nnil  had  the  full  use  of  her  cxeel- 
Irat  nndersta oiling.  Literature  was  not  the  fasliicia  of 
tbr  Itmn  when  she  was  youDg.  My  grnndmotbei .  ns  t 
ksrv  bn-n  lufi^nned,  wus  singularly  averse  to  nil  k'ltrn- 
■g  in  a  Iwly.  beyond  reatlmg  the  BiMe,  aiiil  bi-iag  able 
to  r»3t  up  a  we«-k'9  bousebolil  aceuiinL  By  what  neci- 
deDt  toy  Diotber  ai?riuire<)  an  early  nuil  a.  ilecided  tii.sle  for 
tonwlwljttr  of  all  aoTta,  I  never  heani ;  but  ber  iipplicnlioD 
■kO  i«et»«:veranc«  were  probably  stiniulnted  hy  tbe  pre- 
ttotive  measures  that  my  grandmother  look  to  hiodpr  her 
bam  maatinff  time  upon  books. 

The  year  pa.'^sed  by  Mr.  Edgeworth  at  his  father's 
tsUte  in  Ireland  was  extremely  distasteful  to  him. 
Be  read  "some  law  nitd  more  science." 

He  made  himself  an  orrery  with  the  few  tools  he 
Wl.  and  began  Uiat  course  of  busying  himself  with 
ndi  pursait£  which  engrossed  all  his  thoughts  till 
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his  children's  education  in  some  measure  occupied 
his  time,  and  Maria's  literary  tastes  gave  him  another 
field  for  that  active  and  restless  spirit  which  was  the 
ruling  and  motive  power  of  his  life.  He  was  unfor- 
tunate in  being  an  only  son  and  the  inheritor  of  a 
good  estate ;  for  his  temperament  was  one  particularly 
suited  to  active  life,  and  the  largest  scope  allowed 
him  by  the  life  of  a  country  gentleman  did  not 
amount  to  that  which  a  professional  career  would 
have  afforded  him.  He  endeavored  to  occupy  himself 
well  always,  but  only  succeeded  in  busying  himself 
with  trifling  inventions  and  some  writing.  These 
we  shall  notice  later ;  for  the  time  we  speak  of  he 
says,— 

"  I  never  passed  twelve  months  with  less  pleasure  or 
profit.  ...  I  felt  the  inconveniences  of  an  early  and 
hasty  marriage ;  and,  though  I  heartily  repented  my  folly, 
I  determined  to  bear  with  firmness  and  temi)er  the  evil 
which  I  had  brought  on  myself." 

In  the  autumn  of  1765  the  young  couple  returned 
to  England,  and  on  their  journey  stopped  for  a  few 
days  at  Chester,  where  Mrs.  Edgeworth's  aunts  re- 
sided. There  Mr.  Edgeworth  first  heard  of  Dr. 
Darwin,^  whose  acquaintance  he  was  soon  to  make, 
through  a  congeniality  in  pursuits  which  led  him  to 
introduce  himself  to  Dr.  Darwin.  This  he  did  in 
order  to  show  him  a  new  coach  he  had  invented,  on 
hearing  that  Dr.  Darwin  had  arranged  one  to  turn 
in  a  small  compass  without  the  incumbrance  of  a 
crane-neck  perch. 

1  Erasmus  Darwin,  an  English  physician,  known  to  fame  as  poet 
and  botanist.    Born,  1731;  died,  18Q2. 
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Mr.  Edgevrtrth  says,  — 

'•From  Chrater  I  went  to  Black  BonrtflD.  where  I 
wi  Ihr  family  in  grcut  (li$ti%ss.  Mr.  Elers  was.  I>y  Uie 
t  audicc  or  an  rupmy,  coDlitmt  Tor  dcM.  Mi-jintimo  Mrs. 
Ll>«  was  left  to  manage  as  well  as  sho  coiiM  at  Black 
I  BourtoQ.  aiiil  to  take  care  of  a  numlwr  of  helpleea  ditl- 
Ydren,  nmne  of  whom  werv  t>ut  aevcn  or  eight  years  old." 

TI»y   ri'siiled   seveml  monUis   with  Mrs.  Elers; 

l<«ad  Mr.  Erfgi^worth  t-ndi^avored  to  give  liis  wife's 

T-Toutii^r  br<.>L)i<^rs  atnl  sisters  Home  instruction,  and 

L  10chc«r  Mrt.  Elers.     (fe  at  last  found  it  necessary 

I  to  l«iive  Black  Uotirton,  and  establish  tiimself  in  a 

r  bi)mc  uf  hU  linn.     He  took  a  house  at  Hare  Hatch, 

between   lU-tuling   and    Maidenhead,   in   Berkshire, 

whrn*  the  young  couple  began  to  live  by  tbemselvea. 

Mr.  Etigvwortli  made  hU  son  au  nilownuee ,  and,  as  he 

hul  several  lurniM  to  keep  before  he  could  be  called 

to  the  hor,  economy  was  necessary.     Their  modest 

ntabltshment  "  was  on  a  very  moderate  footing.     I 

kept  a  phaetou  with  a  pair  of  ponies,  a  maa   who 

knk  caro  »f  ttifim  and  of  t)ie  garden,  one  man  and 

two  nimid  servants.      By  tlie  good  economy  of  my 

wife  we  lived  comfortably.     She  superintended  tlie 

tue  nf  the  garden,  which,  under  her  management, 

«u  alwaj'B  productive." 

The  neighboriug  people  were  wealthy,  and  simple 
in  their  mnde  of  life  and  thoughts.  Card-playtng 
m-  t!ir  u-i:.il  evening  entertainment,  and  presently 
M-  Kit-.  "  iih  found  himself  engaged  iji  mechanical 
i.uil  -.  ;.-;iiiii,-  studies  by  himself  for  want  of  :'Ociety 
«f  tW  kind  ho  enjoyed.     Smiths  and  carriiigc-build- 
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ers  were,  with  a  workshop  of  his  own,  a  great  re- 
source ;  and  he  visited  their  shops  frequently.  It 
was  not  till  many  years  later  that  he  became  more 
interested  in  general  literature,  and  then  ventured 
on  aiitliorship.  His  hobby  was  scientific  and  me- 
chanical studies.  When  it  became  necessary  for  him 
to  keep  terms  at  the  Temple,  he  was  obliged  to  live 
in  London  more  or  less ;  and  there  he  became  inti- 
mate with  his  brother-in-law,  Capt.  Elers,  who  lived 
much  witli  his  aunts,  tlie  Misses  Blake,  in  Great 
Russell  Street,  Bloomsbury. 

In  1767  Mr.  Edge  worth  was  making  experiments 
in  telegraphing  at  Hare  Hatch,  and  also  trying 
experiments  of  various  kinds  with  carriages.  He 
resided  at  Hare  Hatch,  with  the  exception  of  short 
visits  to  friends,  till  he  again  went  to  London  to 
complete  his  terms  at  the  Temple.  While  he  was 
experimenting  in  telegraphing,  trying  flying  carriages, 
and  visiting  his  friends  in  London,  who  found  him 
a  very  agreeable  companion,  his  second  child  was 
born,  Jan.  1,  1767. 

This  child  was  Maria  Edgevvorth,  whose  birth 
in  her  grandfather's  house  at  Black  Bourton  undoubt- 
edly pleased  her  parents  and  relations;  but  they 
could  hardly  have  realized  that  before  her  death  her 
name  would  be  known  and  respected  throughout  the 
world  where  the  English  language  and  literature  were 
understood,  and  a  love  of  learning  and  pure  morality 
appreciated.  The  early  years  of  Maria's  life  were 
passed  largely  at  Black  Bourton  with  her  grandpar- 
ents, and  at  Hare  Hatch  with  her  mother  and  father. 
Mr.  Edgeworth  was  not  a  bad  husband ;  but  he  kas 
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i  anrqaivocal  testimonj  to  the  fact,  that  hm  home 
!  moot  uiieniigi!iiial  to  htm,  both  id  direL-t  Ktate- 
icnt  oiiJ  in  inference  from  his  ixeqaeiit  absences 
rom  ItoDio.     He  says,  ~- 

'  "Mt  wift?  waa  prudent,  ilouiestic,  find  affectionate ;  hot 

t  of  a  diwrful  tt-iuiKT,     SUe  lanicnU-d  about 

1  llie  Intneniliig  of  n  female,  with  whom  we  live, 

trenil'T  home  iloliglitf ul. " 

But  he  thinks  be  lived  at  home  more    than  was 

f  his  age  and  time.     H«  was  aiisent, 

Wvever,  Terj-   much ;   viailiiig   London   oflen,   and 

siifually  Birmingham.     Of  lus  visit   to   Ireland 

pith  his  young  son  and  Mr.  D,iy,  some  account  must 

I  givmt;   as  well  a^t  tliitt  visit  made  to  Lichfield, 

•ere  be  wa«  introduced  to  that  celebrated  coterie  of 

I  Dr.  Darwin  was  the  great  man,  and  Mias  Anna 

wanl '  the   cjueen.     There   he   met   Miss   Honora 

lyd,  the  adopted  sister  of  Miss  Seward,  who  exjia- 

i  on  her  growing  ehanns  in  many  a  verse,  and 

tents   her  death   with   mournfiil   Tinoibers,  more 

1  with  genuine  feeling  than  with  poetic  fire.     Mr. 

•eworths  first  risit  to  Lichfield  occurred  cnriimsly 

wgh.     lie  had  heard  of  Dr.  Darwin's  success  in 

icling  a  famous  phaeton  upon  a  new  prinei- 

;  tuuncly,  "that  in  turning  round,  it  continued  to 

oi»oD    four  points   nearly  at  equal   disljinces 

I  eiich  other;  wh..reas  in  carriages  with  a  crane- 

,  when    th«   four  wheels  are  locted   undur  the 

Ith.  the  foru  carrlagv  In  very  unsteady,  being  sup- 

«il  Dp'iu  only  three  points." 

Ths  friead 


32  A  STUDY  OF  MARIA  EDGEWORTH. 

Mr.  Edgeworth,  acting  upon  this  hint,  made  him- 
self a  very  handsome  phaeton ,  and,  upon  its  being 
approved  by  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  he  told  the  society  whence  he  derived  his  plan 
for  making  it,  and  wrote  also  to  Dr.  Darwin.  The 
doctor,  though  he  thought  him  a  coachmaker,  wrote 
him  a  very  civil  answer,  and  invited  him  to  visit  him 
at  Lichfield. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  Lichfield  was 
attended  with  results  of  vital  importance  to  his 
future  happiness,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  course  of  our 
narrative.  His  first  introduction  to  Dr.  Darwin  was 
oddly  made.  He  reached  his  house,  to  find  him  out, 
but  was  hospitably  received  by  Mrs.  Darwin,  who 
invited  him  to  supper.  Presently  Dr.  Darwin  ar- 
rived, bringing  with  him  a  drunken  man  whom  he 
had  found  nearly  suffocated  in  a  ditch,  and,  when 
this  gentleman  was  viewed  by  candle-light,  it  was 
found  that  he  was  Mrs.  Darwin's  brother.  They 
took  it  very  coolly,  but  assured  Mr.  Edgeworth  tliat 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  been  intoxicated 
in  his  life. 

"  During  this  scene  I  had  time  to  survey  my  new  friend. 
Dr.  Darwin,"  says  Mr.  Edgeworth.  "He  was  a  large 
man,  fat  and  rather  clumsy  ;  but  intelligence  and  benevo- 
lence were  painted  in  his  countenance.  He  had  a  consid- 
erable impediment  in  his  speech,  a  defect  which  is  in 
general  painful  to  others  ;  but  the  doctor  repaid  his  audi- 
tors so  well  for  making  thom  wait  for  his  wit  or  his 
knowledge,  that  he  seldom  found  them  impatient." 

After  some  conversation,  and  a  little  evident  sur- 
prise at  finding  Mr.  Edgeworth  at  supper  with  his 
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wile,  "Why '.  1  thought "  said  the  doctor,  "  that  you 
wtm  only  a  coachniaker I"  — " That  was  the  lea- 
iOD."  B»id  I,  •*  that  you  looked  surprised  at  finding 
me  at  sapper  with  Mrs.  Darwin.  But  you  see.  doc- 
v>T.  how  superior  in  discernment  ladies  are  even  to 
Uir  most  learned  gentlemen :  I  assure  you  that  I 
Itad  not  been  in  the  room  five  minutes  before  Mrs. 
IWwin  asked  me  to  tea." 

In  (ialtou's  "  Hereditary  Genius,"  he  says  Dr.  Dar- 
win "sprang  from  a  lettered  and  intellectual  race,  as 
liH  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  memberti  of  the 
Spauldbig  Club." 

One  listener  gives  a  description  of  his  conversation 
vhich  will  ainui>e  the  reader.  He  was  talking  about 
the  Calmia  (lower,  which  it  turned  out  afterwards  be 
t^  never  seen. 

"  It  M  a  flow*r  of  such  exquisite  beauty  that  it  would 
stakr  yon  wa«te  tlie  summer's  day  in  cxamiDiug  it :  yoa 
vooM  forgirt  lltf  lioai  of  dmner.  all  your  sensus  would 
ht  ahaurixHl  in  on*. — you  would  be  all  eift."  I  smiled, 
•Ml  ukfd  liim  lu  cWcribe  it.  "  What,  in  the  firet  phice, 
»v  lu  coll*?"  —  "Precisely  that  of  a  flcraph's  plume." 
Ve  laOfj^Ml,  as  be  ioUiKled  we  should,  at  the  aixiiracy  of 
ibr  (|(HTi|iti[ia.  He  toh)  us  afU'rwards  that  be  liad  heard 
mu±  nf  tlM!  Sower,  bat  as  yet  had  not  seen  it." 

The  doctor  was  plea:Kd  to  find  in  the  maker  of 
dts  phaeton  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  gentle- 
Buu  <ind  the  next  day  introduced  bim  to  some  lil- 
•my  peopli!,  among  whom  was  Miss  Anna  Seward. 

"How  nodi  of  my  future  life,"  be  exclaims,  "has 
A^tnitMl   upon   this   vbit   to   LifliHeld !  .  .  .  .      Miss 
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Seward  wns  at  this  time  in  tbe  height  of  ;outb  and 
beauty,  of  an  cuthuaiastic  temper,  a  votary  of  llie  Muaes, 
auil  of  the  mo§t  eloquent  and  biitliaut  eoiivcrsatioD.  Our 
mutual  acKiuaiiiluncc  was  soon  made,  and  it  continued  to 
bo  for  many  years  of  my  life  a  sDurco  of  sever-fuUng 
pleasure. 

"  It  aeems  that  Mrs.  Darwin  had  a  little  pique  against 
Miss  Seward,  who  bad,  in  fact,  l>een  h«r  rival  with  the 
doctor.  These  ladies  lived  ui)on  gooil  terms;  but  tiiere 
frequently  occurred  little  competitions,  which  amused 
their  friends,  and  enlivened  the  uniformity  that  so  ofti^n 
renders  a  country  town  insipid.  The  evening  after  mj 
arrival,  Mrs.  Darwin  invited  Miss  IScward,  and  a  very 
lar^e  party  of  her  friends,  to  aup|>er,  1  was  placed 
beside  Kliss  Seward ;  and  a  numlK^r  of  lively  aalllea 
escaped  her,  that  set  the  table  in  good-lmmor.  1  remem- 
ber—  for  we  frequently  rcmemhcr  the  merest  trifles  wliicb 
lia]>pen  at  an  interesting  period  of  our  life  —  that  she 
repeated  some  of  Prior's  *  Henry  and  Emma,'  of  which 
she  was  always  fond ;  and.  dwelling  U|>on  Emma's  tcDiler- 
ncss,  she  cited  the  care  that  Entma  proposed  tu  take  of 
her  lover,  if  he  were  wounded  :  — 

'To  bind  Ills  wounds,  my  finest  lawns  I'd  tear, 
^Vaah  lli^ni  with  tears,  and  wipe  them  with  my  hair.' 

"  I  acknowledged  that  tearing  her  finest  lawna,  even 
!n  a  wild  forest,  would  be  a  real  sacriflce  from  a  fine  laily ; 
anil  that  washing  wounds  witli  salt  wat4:r.  though  a  very 
severe  remedy,  was  thought  to  lie  salutary ;  but  I  could 
not  think  that  wiping  them  with  her  hair  could  lie  eithur 
a  samtaiy  or  an  elegant  o|>cration.  1  represented,  that 
the  lady,  who  must  have  had  by  her  own  account  a  choice 
of  lawns,  might  have  employed  some  of  the  coarae  aort 
for  this  operation,  instead  of  having  recourse  to  her  hair. 
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■paid  Hi«  Seff&rd,  bowev^r,  some  compltnicDts  on  her 

nil  beauliful  tteas^a ;  anil  at  that  moineot  the  watchful 

DftTwia   luolc   thU    opportunity   uf    drinking    Mrs. 

.  Idyetrvrih'a  tutalth.     Mitw  Sewunl's  surprise  was  inam- 

Itatthi^  mirth  this  unfx|H;<.-U.tl  discovery  made  fell 

•  fi^ttyupoD  its  olijects;  for  Miss  Seward,  with  per- 

t,  (oocl-faaiDoi-,  tururft  the  laugh  iii  her  favor.     The 

I  cvnuBg  the  same  soeicty  re-osseoibled  at  anoliier 

■e.  and  for  scvpnl  cusuiug  creuiugs  I  passed  my  time 

IB  diflerent  agreeable  compauics  in  Lichfield." 

The  foUowiiig  stanzas  were  written  on  the  window 
of  the  Gcorpe  Inn,  at  LichfieUl,  by  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
SleviinA  of  Hfpton,  Derbyshire.  They  were  sent  by 
Anna  Sen'ard  to  the  ladies  of  UaiigoUca. 


r 

I 


"  Fair  city  I  I  itt,  with  oouBcioas  glory  crowned, 
The  ■piry  ntnicture  of  thy  Mercian  state ; 
While  History  bills  her  ancient  truaip  resound 
Bow  War,  in  wrath,  uubarrej  tliy  blood-slalueil  gat«. 


Vot  that  the  ptaiM  of  ancient  days  alone 
b  thiiM,  fair  city,  hlcrt  through  every  age: 
War*!  KTtli^  car,  yon  niiraclea  of  stone, 
Bow  to  the  fipIcndarB  of  thy  lettered  page. 


HfTa  Jnhnikon  faafaioni^d  hia  elahorate  style ; 
Aod  Tmlh,  well  ulrased,  the  moral  work  eurveyedi 
Wen.  aa  her  darllDg'a  cmdle  wont  to  gmile, 
Tlialia  with  her  Qarrick  fondly  played. 
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IV. 

And  here  the  flower  of  England's  virgin  train,— ' 
Boast  of  our  isle,  Lichfield's  peculiar  pride,  — 
Here  Seward  caught  the  dew-drops  for  her  strain 
From  grief  and  pity's  intermingled  tide. 
Exult,  fair  city !  and  indulge  the  praise 
A  grateful  stranger  to  thy  glory  pays.** 


During  this  visit  to  Lichfield,  Mr.  Edgeworth  made 
many  pleasant  acquaintances  and  friends.  There 
and  then  he  met  the  lady  destined  to  be  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Honora  Sneyd.  Mr.  Seward,  who  was  a 
canon  of  Lichfield  Cathedral,  as  well  as  rector  of 
Eyam  in  Derbyshire,  was  a  man  of  learning  and 
taste,  fond  of  society,  and  very  amiable.  His  many 
good  qualities  drew  around  him  a  circle  of  warmly 
attached  friends  ;  and  his  residence,  the  bishop's  pal- 
ace at  Lichfield,  was  the  resort  of  the  cultivated  peo- 
ple of  the  neighborhood.  Mrs.  Seward  was  a  worthy 
wife  to  this  excellent  man,  and  seconded  him  in  hia 
good  works.  Under  her  care  Miss  Honora  Sneyd, 
the  daughter  of  Edward  Sneyd,  Esq.,  was  brought 
up  and  educated.  Mr.  Sneyd  became  a  widower  in 
early  life,  and  his  relations  and  friends  were  anxious 
to  alleviate  his  loss  by  taking  charge  of  his  five 
daughters.  Mrs.  Seward,  with  her  daughters  Anna 
and  Sally,  had  the  care  of  Honora ;  who  acquired  an 
ardent  love  of  literature  and  an  elevated  taste  from 
the  influence  and  training  of  Miss  Anna  Seward. 

The  foibles  of  Anna  Seward  were  many,  but  she 
had  a  clear  head  and  a  warm  heart.  Early  flattery, 
and  the  distinction  paid  her  in  a  coterie  like  that  of 
Lichfield,  were  injurious ;  and  her  egotism  and  vanity 
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wcr«  iacreaaed  to  the  (letriment  of  her  finer  quatitiea. 
Wbra  Mr.  Edgeworth  fiiist  met  lier,  Miss  Seward 
wu  udt  an  ackoowledged  authurcHs ;  nor  was  it  till 
17^2  that  her  lirst  poetical  romance  of  LoutHa  was 
IHiblLihed.  All  Iier  works  show  a  superabuiitlariee 
of  tonnage  and  epithet,  and  ber  later  writings  are 
iliDOiit  uaresdable  from  the  gushing  Beutimentalism 
rith  which  they  abound.  She  waa  au  industrious 
40(1  ccbolArly  writer:  s&ys  herself  of  her  habits  in  a 
nnncti  — 

■*  1  lore  to  rise  era  breaks  the  tardy  light, 
Wistct'e  pkle  day." 

TWe  verbofio  bimI  extravagant  pen  of  Miss  Seward 
4Mcribed  the  advent  of  Richard  Lovell  Edgeworth 
at  Liebtield,  in  hur  life  of  Dr.  Darwin,  thus :  — 

"AbcMt  the  jr«ar  lldH,  «une  to  LK-lilield,  from  the 
M^j^boriiood  of  tEe&din<;,  the  youtig  and  guy  pbitosopht^r, 
Mr.  Edgeworth,  a  man  of  fortuno,  and  recently  married 
W  ma  Elen  of  Oxfordshire.  The  fume  of  Ur.  Darwin's 
nriiNM  lali?utfl  allured  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  the  city  they 
^m-nl.  Then  warcely  two  and  twenty,  and  with  an 
rsvxvr  \ft  mure  Juveulle,  be  had  matheinalic  science, 
■erbank  ingrnuity,  and  a  cotn{K>tent  jwrtiou  of  cUvisi- 
ral  lt*niing,  with  the  ponaeeaioii  of  tlie  mo<,iern  laiigiiagi^s. 
lib  xldrvsa  was  gracefully  sptriteil.  and  his  <nDX'ereiil  ion 
i4«pHiL  He  daaecd.  he  fenced,  and  winged  his  aniiwa 
via  mnn  than  ]>hilt»ophic  skiU :  yd  diil  not  the  rau- 
wiwMiiiM  ot  Umm!  lighter  cudowmeula  abate  Ills  ardor  m 
Ba  {omuU  of  knaw)e<lge." 

She  was  once  taUciug  about  two  brilliant  spirits 
4  diflereat  wxtis  with  Mr.  Edgeworth,  when  he 
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exclaimed,  "  If  that  man  and  woman  were  to  man 
they  would  skim  the  moon  I  " 

She  writes  of  Mr.  Day,  — 

"  He  was  less  graceful,  less  amusing,  lesa  brilliant  than 
Mr.  Edgewortb,  but  more  liigUlj  imaginative,  more  classi* 
cal,  and  a  deeper  reasooer." 

To  return  to  Mr.  Edgeworth's  life  at  Hare  Hatch; 
he  there  made  and  perfected  several  machines,  for 
which  he  received  a  gold  and  silver  medal  from  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  etc.  At 
thiti  time  (that  is,  ehortly  after  his  return  to  Hare 
Hatcli  from  Lichfield,  where  he  met  Dr.  Darwin  and 
his  friends),  Mr  Edgeworth  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Beveral  men  who  were  celebrated  for  their  tnlcnts 
and  taste.  Among  these  were  Mr.  Keir  of  Birming- 
ham, Mr.  Bolton,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Wedgwood,  Dr. 
Small,  and  last,  but  not  least,  must  be  named  Mr- 
Thomas  Day.' 

"This  mutual  iutimacy  baa  never  been  broken  but  by 
death,  nor  liuve  any  of  the  numl>er  failed  to  distinguish 
themselvea  iu  science  or  IJteratun'.  Some  may  tliluk  that 
I  ou^lit  with  due  modesty  to  except  myself. 

"  Mr.  Kek,  with  hia  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  good 
Bcnsc;  Dr.  Small,  with  his  benevolence  and  profound 
sagacity ;  Wedgwood,  with  bts  UDoeosiiig  industry,  ex- 
perimental variety,  and  calm  investigation ;  Bolton,  willi 
hi3  mobility,  quick  perception,  and  bold  adventure ;  Watt, 
with  bis  strong  inventive  faculty,  undeviating  sU-adincBS, 
and  unbounded  resource ;  Darwiu,  with  hia  imagination, 
Bcience,  and  poetical  excellence ;  and  Day,  willi  bis  un- 


89 


■ewied  Rsetrch  sifter  truth,  his  integrity  and  eloqiionce. 
—  fonned  altogether  such  a  society  as  few  men  liave  the 
good  foTtUDe  to  live  witi) :  sucli  an  aaaemiilage  of  frioiiila 
M  ttrmer  Still  liave  luul  tbe  happiDees  to  poascss,  and  keep 
ibmogb  Uffl." 

"The  Linssan  Society  of  the  Midland  Counties 
mw  well  known  once,"  says  Galton  in  his  "  Heredi- 
tary Gpnius."  Wall.  Bolton,  and  Darwin  were  tlie 
thief  noUbiUties.  There  is  frequent  allusion  to  a 
nun  whuse  name  alone  remains,  but  who  ap^ieured 
to  exercise  a  marked  effect  on  his  associates,  Dr. 
SmAll. 

The  extraordinary  man  who  sought  Mr.   Edge- 
worth  *»  friendship,  and   for  twenty-thtee  years  was 
hu  most  intimate  and  esteemed  friend,  was  at  tliis 
time  a  student  at  Oxford,  and  lived  at  Barehill,  in 
Berkshire.      He   waa  of   the   same   college   as   Mr. 
Ed^worth,  and  had  his  tutor,     Mr.  Edgeworth  and 
Mr.  Day  bad  many  jniints  of  common  interest;  and 
■to  the  day  of  h'm  death,"  he  writes,  "  we  continued 
Id  li^-e  in  the  most  intimate  and  unvarjing  friend- 
thip,  —  a   frii-mUliip   founded   upon  mutual  esteem 
^_fatwv«ti  persons  of  tast«s.  habits,  pursuits,  manners. 
^■■bd  90i)u«<!ti«im  totally  different.     A  love  of  knowl- 
^HW^  and  a  freedom  from  that  admiration  of  splen- 
^•■dfiT  wMcb  dazzles  an<l  enslaves  mankind,  were  the 
only  esMntial  points  in  which  we  entirely  agreed." 
Thi«  eccentric  young  gentleman   could  not  have 
hnm  at  all  prepoascssing  in  appearance ;  "  he  seldom 
cooibed  his  raven  locks,  though  he  was  remarkably 
&«id  of  washing  tliem  in  the  stream."     Full  of  coii- 
tndictioa,  be  scorned  —  or  affected  to  scoru  —  lovci 
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and  delighted,  even  in  the  company  of  women,  to  des- 
cant OD  the  evils  brought  upon  mankind  by  love :  he 
used,  after  enumerating  a  long  and  dismal  catalogue, 
to  exclaim  with  the  satiric  poot,  — 

"  These,  and  a  thousand  more  we  find : 
Ah  I  fear  the  thousand  yet  umianied  behind." 

With  all  hia  eccentricities.  Mr.  Day  was  atniablfl 
and   virtuous ;    and    thougli    he    afTected    to    scorn 
beauty  in  women,  and  was  determined  not  to  marry, 
yet  hia  life  was  made  up  of  philosophy,  and  most 
unphilosophical  attempts  to  marry.     Mrs.  Edgcworth 
took  a  strong  dislike  to  Mr.  Day.  and  her  husband 
Bays  this  "  jealousy  was  a  source  of  great  nneasinei 
to  me."    Mr.  Day  made  a  visit  to  Ireland  with  MstJ 
Edgowortli  after  he  had  known  liim  a  year  or  twn 
and  there  wished  to  marry  his  sister.  Margaret  E<^ 
worth,  who  listened  to  his  proposal,  but  seemed  ^ 
to  feel  very  warmly  lowanls  her  admirer.     He  I 
entered  the  Temple ;  and  she  was  prevailed  upod 
acknowledge^  that  if  in  a  year's  time  he  should  e 
tiuue  in  the  same  mind,  and  improve  his  monnd 
■he  might  be  induced  to  reward  him  by  hur  haiR 
Misa  Edgeworth  studied  metaphysics,  which  Mr.  Day 
had  recommended  her;  but  she  did  not  find  encour- 
agement in  her  study,  and  gave  up  both  her  lover 
and  her  studies,  not  long  after,  to  marry  Mr.  Joha 
Ruxtim  of  Black  Castle,  a  gentleman  who  was  in 
the  army,  but  soon  after  left  it.    Mr.  Day,  who  was 
much  chagi'ined  hy  his  rejection,  was  no  wise  daunted 
by  it,  and   then  put  his  extraordinary  project  into 
excuutiou  of  educating  himself  a  wife.     lie  eelvctod 
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btllux  parpose  two  orphan  girls  fi-om  the  foimdiiog 
hwytttU  of  tlie  ages  of  elev«ii  and  twelvtt.  One, 
tk&nt  be  t«>ok,  was  apprenticed  without  Mr.  Edge- 
»>jiih»  kiiowli-ilgo  to  biiH,  88  it  was  necessary  thfit 
;U  ]^rl  hIiuuIU.  be  thus  bound  to  some  married  umn. 
^li  vi^ii  to  Kraiice  for  the  pur[>oee  of  secluding 
^i>ttt  girlK  from  alt  inBtionces  but  his  own  became 
ruber  uiunutonouB,  and  he  returned  in  1709. 

Tbt)  tM^coud  girl,  after  Mr.  Day's  return  from  his 
riuL,  viu  fuuiid  by  bint  either  "invincibly  stupid,"  or 
|«bii]M  not  (lii^ptKicd  to  follow  his  eccentric  arrange- 
aeuu.  On  Mr.  Day'd  return,  after  he  had  parted 
lith  tbo  unruly  girl,  he  took  a  house  at  Stow  Hill, 
uu  LichSeld,  and  began  there  to  devote  liiniself 
knew  ti)  the  eduaition  of  Sabriiia  Sidney. 

It  was  aft*-r  bis  settling  himself  at  Stow  Hill,  that 

Mi.  Wgi-worth  spent  the  ChriatmaB  of  1770  with 

tm.     Ill  the  year  1769,  while  Mr.  Edgeworth  was 

ttilt  At  Hare  Hatch,  his  father's  health  failing  sud- 

^dfnly.  he  was  tailed  to  Ireland,  and  he  found  him 

Hp  Dublin.  HuflTcriiig  under  the  disease  of  which  he 

^Bkd  hi  his  linventiuth  year.     Mr.  Richard  Edgeworth 

^■Mi  a   mtiii  of  excellent   character,  and  liighly  re- 

'      ifiKtfJ  by  all  who  knew  him.     For  twenty-five  yeara 

he^l  in  Uie  Iiish  parliament.     He  was  twice  offered 

Uid  declined  the  baronetage ,  to  which  he  had  a  claim 

as  ancient  as  •tatnea  the  First,  when  a  patent  was 

ptriiared  for  Francis  Edgeworth.  clerk  of  the  Han- 

■prr. 

By  Riijiard  Edg«wortb  senior's  death  a  material 
diffcnroe«  ma  niode  in  his  sun's  afTairs.  He  suo- 
wciImI  tu  an  estate  which  ^vus  »iifficicnllj'  lar^e  to 
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relieve  Iiim  from  tlie  necessity  of  following  a  profes- 
sion ,  and  he  was  not  called  to  the  bar,  though  he 
had  completed  his  terms. 

It  was   during   Mr.   Edgeworth's  Christmas  ^ 
at  Lichfield  in  1770,  that  he  began  to  see  the  "aup 
riority  of  Misa  Honora  Sneyd's  capacity." 

"Her  iDemory  was  not  copionsly  stored  with  poeti; 
and.  though  no  ways  dcQeient,  iter  knowh'<1ge  had  nut  boeU 
much  enlarged  by  books  ;  but  hpr  scntimt^nts  were  on  nil 
subjects  so  just,  and  were  dclivert'd  with  such  blushiRt; 
modesty  (though  not  without  an  a\r  at  couscious  worth), 
as  to  command  attention  from  every  one  capable  of  njipre- 
dating  female  excellence.  Her  person  was  graceful,  her 
features  Iveautiful,  and  their  expression  such  as  to 
beighl«u  tlie  eloquence  of  every  thing  she  said.  I  waa 
aix  and  twenty ;  and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 
saw  a  woman  that  equalled  the  pictui-e  of  pcrfectioa 
which  existed  in  my  imagination.  1  bad  long  sufft-rud 
from  the  want  of  that  cheerfulness  in  a  wife,  without 
which  marriage  could  not  \k  agreeable  to  a  man  of  such  a 
temper  as  mine.  I  had  borne  tliis  evil,  I  believe,  with 
patience ;  but  my  not  being  happy  at  home  exposed  me 
to  the  danger  of  being  too  happy  elsewhere." 

In  short,  Mr.  Edgeworth,  who  certainly  was  re- 
markable for  Ilia  power  over  all  his  family  and 
friends  in  impressing  them  with  his  stitngth  of 
character,  had  great  eccentricities  and  peculiarities; 
and  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  I  am  not  a  mail  of 
prejudice:  I  have  had  four  wives;  the  second  t 
tbird  were  sisters,  and  I  was  in  love  with  the  aeot 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  first."  On  this  Christmas  y 
his  fate  was  sealed )  and  Lis  home,  already  distaste 
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to  Idm.  became  still  more  unattractive.  Miss  Honora 
Sncyd  i*  the  lady  whose  connection  with  Major 
Andn!'  ta  made  the  subject  of  a  note  by  Miss 
Sowitrd  in  her  *'  Monody  on  the  Death  of  Major 
Andrf." 

Id  llus  note  Miss  Seward  asiterts  that  Mr.  Andr^, 
in  di;«p«ir  upon  Miss  Sneyd's  rejection,  entered  the 
trmy.  He  certainly  wot  deeply  attached  to  the  lady; 
but  the  [sirtnts  on  both  sides  discouraged  the  match 
from  pnidential  motives,  as  Mr.  Audrd  had  no  for- 
tsne.  Mr-  Edgeworth  attempts  to  disprove  the  fact 
Major  Andrd  waa  engaged  to  Miss  Siieyd,  and 
thinks  it  verj-  atrange  that  Misa  Seward  should  '*  in- 
nate "  tliat  he  wa»  jilted  by  her ;  but  the  dates  he 
btings  to  prove  that  Major  Andrd  entered  the  army 
two  years  Itefure  Miss  Sneyd  married  him  have  no 
qiedal  value. 
Mr.  Edgeworth  says,  — 

**  Mr.  Aodr^  appeared  to  me  pleaseil  anil  dazzled  by 
Ae  ladj.  &he  admired  atid  estimated  tiigbly  Lis  taltrnts, 
Int  Im-  did  not  positess  tke  reasoDiug  niiDil  whieU  sUe 
RC|iur«tL" 

George  Augustus  Sala  undoubtedly  thought  Miss 
BewanlA  opinion  the  true  version  of  the  case ;  for,  in 
t  tfcetchr  article  in  "  Uelgravia  "  some  years  since,  he 
Mid  of  Major  Andr^  — 

"  Ur  wn*  I'H'd  lo  commercial  pursuits ;  but  he  aban- 
^Qocd  the  pen  for  the  swurd,  and  obtained  a  commission 
ta  the  tine,  lie  roM  to  tlie  runtt  of  major,  and  to  Bll 
Ue  high  po»t  of  adjutant-general  to  the  British  army  in 

■Asiiln^  Jolui.  tnru  la  EiiulanJ,  174!).  Wm  huDS  aa  n  spy  In 
Awnm.<>ct.3.tTM. 
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America.    He  waa  pereonallj'  as  beantiful  as 
He  was  learned  and  accomplished,  painted  admirab^i 
drew  caricatures,  wrote  charming  veraea ;  and  his  epbl' 
to  Houoni  Sneyd  (whom  he  failed  to  win,  and  who  mi 
ried  a  kind  of  mailman,  and  died  early)  am  among 
most  charming  lovc-lettei's  in  our  language.  .  .  .  It  ts 
true  that  he  liad  lieen  jilted  liy  a  woman,  but  time  and 
employment  are  the  liest  of  itoman  isemenls  U>  mend  a 
broken  heart  withal." 
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Mr.  Edgeworth  woiiM  have  been  annoyed  by 
iiig  himself  described  as  a  "kJiid  of  mtuii 

Miss   Seward   says    of    the    attachment   betwi 
AndrS  and  Iloiiora  Sneyd, — 

"  All  the  dark  color  of  Andre's  fate  took  its  dnt  tronl 
disappointed  and  unconquerable  attachment  to  her." 

In  aUuding  to  Honora's  feeling,  she  says  it  was 
"a  mere  compound  of  gratitude  and  esteem,"  Col. 
Barry,  who  succeeded  Major  Andr4  aa  adjutant- 
general  to  the  British  forces  in  America,  wrota 
Miss  Seward  of  Honora,  that  she  was  "the  only 
woman  he  had  ever  seriously  loved ,  that  he  never 
beheld  a  being  in  whom  the  blending  charms  of  mind 
and  person  could  approaclt  the  lustre  of  those  whioh 
glowed  in  the  air,  the  look,  the  smile,  the  glance,  and 
the  eloquence  of  Honora  Sneyd,"  Miss  Seward  calls 
her  "wiy  Madame  de  Grignan."  She  says  of  this 
yyuiig  lady, — 

"To  the  varying  glories  of  her  counteDonce,  when  sho 
was  expressing  her  oicn,  or  listening  to  the  effusions  of 
gcuiua,  uu  i>encil  could  do  Justice." 
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In  MtM  Seward's  poem,  written  in  1772,  called 
"  Time  Past,"  she  says,  — 

"Aflcctko.  frleiMUhip,  sympathy, — your  throne 
b  n'Uxt^i'a  gUiwitig  he&Kh ;  aud  ye  were  nura. 
Thy  anoil*.  lIo?toBA,  made  them  all  oiir  own  : 
Wh-tr  w  Ui»y  noart    Aim !  thoir  choicest  flowaa 
Fadrd  Bt  thy  T«ti«at;  for  thon  »rt  gone, 
Aod  avuty  a  <Urk,  lung  eve  I  sigh  ulotie. 
In  thrillMl  retncinljcauce  of  the  vanished  hours, 
Wb»e  ■tonns  w«tv  dean-T  than  the  bulmj  gales, 
A&d  wiaMr'a  bare,  ble&k  Avida.  than  green  luiuriona  vali's." 

Sbc  addmsed  Sonnet  TV,  to  Honora  Snej-d, 
"whoeu  bralth  was  alwaj's  best  in  winter,"  —  in  May, 
1770, — and  t«UB  her  ehe  prizes  lesa  the  beauties  of 
ffprin^  than  "drear  winter's  naked  hedge  and  phishy 
Aald,"  bfrcaUK  these  please  Honora. 

Miss  Seward  t«IU  a  atory  of  *■  au  awkward,  pedan- 
tio  youth,  once  nMideiit  for  a  little  time  at  Lichfield. 
He  wtu  Offked  if  he  Uked  Miss  I  lonora  Saeyd.  '  Al- 
niighiy  power*,'  rvplied  the  oddity,  'I  could  not 
bavt!  conceived  that  she  had  half  the  face  ehe  has!* 
HtHKira  was  finely  rallied  about  this  imputed  pleni- 
tado  of  face."  The  fair  Honora  probably  was  the 
ewe  I't  UDMltling  Major  Andre's  mind,  if  noth- 
ing more ;  and  she  e^ectually  disturbed  the  cijua- 
Btmiiy  of  Mr.  Day,  who  alno  took  it  into  his  iiead 
u>  lull  in  love  with  her,  and  wrote  her,  iinally, 
iflrr  •uiir.d  months  of  courtship,  au  enormous 
■  h'  -'nng  a  plan  of  the  life  he  wished  to 
'  'mti  of  marriage,  in  which  he  pointed 
[  ■'  -     1    -  ;  !i    li'lly  of  linng  in  the  world,  and  wished 

t  to  retire  from  it  with  him.     He  Intrusted  thia 
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packet  to  Mr,  Edgeworth,  who  hud  so  far  aapprei 
his  own  feelings  as  to  visit  Lichfield  with  his 
to  try  and  overcome  his  secret  attachment  to  Alias 
Snejd,  Mr.  Day,  who  hod  combated  his  apparently 
hopeless  attachment,  and  written  him  a  letter  of 
good  advice,  now  asked  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  be  liis 
ambassador  to  Miss  Sneyd.  Mr.  Edgeworth  says, 
"  I  delivered  it,  with  real  satisfaction,  to  Honora ; " 
but  whether  it  was  because  it  would  set  at  rest  his 
friend's  pretensions  or  not,  is  uncertain.  Mr.  Day 
had  for  Miss  Sneyd's  sake  sent  Sabrina  Sydney  to 
school.  He  was  destined  to  a  severe  disappointment. 
Miss  Sneyd  "would  not  admit  the  unqualified  con- 
trol of  a  husband  over  all  her  actions :  she  did  not 
feel  that  seclusion  from  society  was  indispensably 
necessary  to  preserve  female  virtue,  or  to  secure 
domestic  happiness."  And  she  declined  leaving  her 
mode  of  life  "for  any  dark  and  untried  system." 
This  WH3  a  blow  to  Mr.  Day,  who  was  really  ill  for 
some  days,  and  took  to  hia  bed ;  where  Dr.  Darwin 
bled  him,  and  administered  with  bis  philosophical 
reflections  "to  that  part  of  him  most  diseased,  —  his 
mind."  In  a  few  weeks  the  lover's  mind  was  di- 
verted by  the  appearance  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Sneyd 
at  Lichfield. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  says  of  this  meeting,— 

"I  had  introduced  arcfaery  aa  an  amusemeat  among 
the  geDtlcmCD  in  the  neigtilxirbood,  and  had  proposed  a 
prize  of  a  silver  arrow,  to  be  shot  for  at  a  bowling-green, 
where  our  butts  had  Ijoeii  erected.  All  the  Intlies  who 
freqUL'iilcd  tlic  amuseineuts  of  LichQcid  were  assembled ; 
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tad  Mm*  SvwAnl  ^>pcMT«l  witli  her  usual  sprightliness 
■lid  xUlrrss,  ftccn(niiiiiiii.il  \>y  Monorn. 

"  Wc  bod  musk-  and  itrinoing :  some  of  the  geatlemen 
fnns]  and  raultcfl  xnd  lca[x-<] :  and  the  sumraei's  even- 
si);  iras  epcDt  with  as  trnicli  innocent  cheerfuineBs  as  any 
txtaiag  thai  I  can  remember.  Miaa  Elizabeth  Sneyii  and 
hrr  rather  came  luDong  us  iu  the  middle  of  our  aniusc- 
iiXfiitA.  Just  ad  a  couutry  dance  was  nearly  ended.  Miss 
Huttora  Siiejt)  kitivdiicvd  inu  to  her  sister,  desiiing  me 
Iw  ilanoe  with  lii-r,  to  iircvi-nl  ht'i'  l>eiug  engi^ecl  !>y  some 
■tningrr,  with  wfaofD  Uicy  might  afterwards  not  choose  to 
(orm  an  arqnatDtancv.  Misa  EUzalieth  iSoeyd  was,  iu  the 
npLtioD  tif  Iiair  the  pcraons  who  knew  them,  the  hand- 
wioeAt  of  the  two  aistera :  her  eyes  were  nncommouly 
iMauliful  and  expreaaite,  she  was  of  a  clear  bron-n  and 
gf  a  more  bralUiy  comijlexion  than  Hoiiora.  Slie  bod 
■niflind  morv  lit«raturv,  had  more  what  is  c»llcd  the 
■aiiDcn  of  a  person  of  fashion,  had  more  wit,  more 
mwHty,  antl  certainly  more  humor,  than  her  sister.  She 
bad.  kowtfver.  less  personal  grace;  she  walked  heavily, 
duK»d  indlffiTently.  hod  mucli  lees  energy  of  manner 
ud  i)f  chanw^tyr,  and  was  not  endowed  with,  or  had 
kut  thrn  B<:«)uirwl.  the  same  powers  of  reasoning,  the 
■BDe  tn>iutra>g  range  of  nndera  tun  ding,  the  same  love  of 
■9MICV.  or,  in  ono  word,  the  same  decisive  Judgment,  as 
hsMatPT. 

"  Nfitwttliatauding  something  fashionable  in  this  young 
Uir-  Bjipearaace,  Mr.  Dayobserved  her  with  comjilaceut 
5     u-.i.i!!.     Hi^r  dancing   but  indifferently,  aud  with   no 

.  -  ] '.  u  "f  delight,  pleased  Mr,  Day's  fancy ;  her  con- 
Ti  wiM  t>l<*yful,  and  never  disputations,  so  that 
'  .V  luul  litxTty  and  room  enough  to  descant  at  large 
■  1'  ngtb  upon  whatever  became  the  subject  of  con- 
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This  lady  claims  our  interest ;  for  she  became  Mr. 
Edgworth's  third  wife  in  course  of  time,  in  defiance 
of  law  and  "  prejudice."  Mr.  Sneyd,  who  had  hith- 
erto lived  in  London,  assembled  all  his  daughters  to 
live  with  him  at  Lichfield ;  and  Miss  Elizabeth,  who 
had  till  then  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Powys 
(of  the  Abbey),  Shrewsbury,  was  the  next  object 
of  Mr.  Day's  attention.  She,  on  her  part,  was  struck 
by  Mr.  Day's  eloquence;  and  she  listened  well  (a 
great  attraction)  while  he  "  descanted  at  large  and 
at  length  upon  whatever  became  the  subject  of  con- 
versation." His  educating  a  young  girl  for  his  wife, 
"  his  unbounded  generosity,  his  scorn  of  wealth  and 
titles,  his  romantic  notions  of  love,  —  which  led  him 
to  think,  that,  when  it  was  mutual  and  genuine,  the 
rest  of  the  world  vanished,  and  the  lovers  became  all 
in  all  to  each  other,  —  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
her."  In  short,  his  heart  was  caught  at  a  rebound ; 
and  Elizabeth  had  made  more  impression  in  three 
weeks  upon  Mr.  Day  than  her  superior  sister  had  in 
twelve  months. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Mr  Rlff^Tiirth  rfxlt  Fmum,  aecompanleil  by  Tohtie 
Kirlianl'«Kilu<-BtiDn.  — ItF!>i<l(Mii-e  in  Francis.  —  Em- 
idofineat  UietF  —  Mri  E'lsenorth'n  IicMtli.  —  Mr.  Eiigewonli  nv 
taniK  tu  EoeIukI.  —  Sccfliul  Mnrriage.  —  Muin  goes  lo  Inrliiml 
*«li  Mr.  anil  Mnt.  Eclsnworlli.  —  Life  there. —  They  return  to 
Epshoil  —  M»,  Dbji'b  tluTTMite  —  Mj,  EJgcworlli'it  Irisli  Jour- 
b«T.~Mn.  EditeirorUi'ii  IIId<!«.  —  Mnria  sout  lo  BoarUing- 
Scbuiri.  —  Mr*.  E<l({eworth'n  Duath. —  Maris'*  First  Literary 
VaA- — Bm  B«uii>T«l  tu  a  Lundun  BuantliiK-Scboul. 

Mr.  Dat'b  regard  for  Hoiiora  Sneyd  dit'il  with 
»  rejecUon.  Mr.  Edgewortli's  "former  adiuiratioii 
turocd  with  unabntcd  ardor."  The  more  he  "cum- 
Ifcd  her  with  oilier  women,  the  more  he  was 
»1igeil  to  acknowledge  her  miperiority."  Ilonora 
ecieU  **i'onTerBed  with  me  with  freedom,"  he  says, 
tnd  deemed  t<>  feol  that  I  wa»  the  first  person  who 
id  *eeo  Uie  full  value  of  her  cliaracter.  Miss  Sew- 
pi  kbone  BO  brightly,  that  all  objects  within  lier 
fbav  were  dimtuvd  by  her  lustre,"  She  was.  how- 
nt,  (fcncrouji  and  noble-minded,  and  showed  and 
M  only  gmtifjcation  at  seeing  her  dear  young  friend 
iliaire*!  so  atrongly  by  their  new  friend.  Mr.  Day 
lobt!  kiiKW  the  intense  feeling  with  which  Mr. 
Mgeworlh  ri'g.irdcd  this  chanuing  creature,  and  he 
ittl  his  iiliilosdjiliy  to  It-present  to  him  the 
If  tff  allowing  liim^ielf  to  think  of  Jliss  Sneyd 
aU.    Uz.  £dgcwortti  himself  knew  that  there  was 
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but  one  cprtain  method  of  escaping  such  danglers,  — 
"flight;"  and  lie  resolved  upon  going  to  France. 
Mr.  Day,  who,  meanwhile,  bad  been  convinced  by 
Elizabeth  Sneyd  that  "  he  could  not  with  propriety 
nbuBe  and  ridicule  talents  in  which  he  appeared 
dBiiuient,"  such  as  riding  well,  dancing  gracefully, 
and  the  other  accomplishments,  thought  he  would  go 
with  his  friend,  and  make  himself  worthy  of  his  new 
lady-love.  She,  meantime,  put  herself  tliroiigh  a 
course  of  readiiig,  and  promised  not  to  go  to  Lon- 
don, Bath,  or  any  other  public  places  of  amusement, 
till  his  return. 

Mr.  Edgcworth,  with  a  mixture  of  his  usual  taitff- 
froid  and  philosophy,  endeavored  to  persuade  him- 
self  and  all  his  friends  that  he  felt  no  more  than 
common  esteem  for  Honora:  he  took  every  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  his  intention  of  living  on  his  Irish 
estates  on  his  return,  and  of  persuading  her  that 
"young  women  who  had  not  large  fortunes,  ^ho^ld 
not  disdain  to  mniTv, "  even  if  they  could  not  find 
heroes.  "Honora  listened,  and  assented  ;"  and  they 
left  England  and  the  ladies,  to  try  France.  They 
were  accompanied  by  Richard,  Mr.  Edgeworth's 
eldest  chdd.  This  boy  Mr.  Edgeworth  had  delop- 
mined,  shortly  after  his  birth  at  Black  Bonrton  In 
1764,  to  educate  according  to  the  system  of  Rous- 
eeau.    He  says,  — 

"His  '£mile'  had  made  a  great  impression  uiion  my 
young  mind,  as  it  had  done  U|»n  the  imagin.iliona  of 
many  far  my  superiors  in  nge  ami  uuderstandint;.  His 
work  Imd  then  all  the  |>ower  of  novelty,  as  well  aa  all  the 
cburms  of   eioincuce ;    and  when  I  comiiaicd  the   many 
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pituuifiip  Hlens  it  ooRUtinn,  with  the  obvious  ilefieicncioa 
1  olMtinltlies  that  I  enw  ia  tbe  trcalmeul  of  diililri'n 
It  every  famiiy  with  wliicli  1  was  iLcr|uainl(.-<l.  I 
dnmoinr)]  to  mitki'  a  fnir  trial  of  Rousseau's  sysU-in. 
illy  wtfc  ci]a>|tlHvi  wiMi  my  wishes,  anil  the  iHMly  un<l  tiiind 
Ml  WTTV:  to  Iw  left  as  itiucli  a§  iWBsiMu  to  Uie  eilii- 
itioa  of  D.itun.'  niifl  of  accident.  I  was  Imt  twL-iily-thrL-e 
Mn  old  whi'ii  1  formtfl  this  resolution:  I  sU-ariily  jiur- 
l  it  for  several  years,  notwithstanding  tliu  opiiosition 
inth  wbidi  I  was  enllla^raaa(^d  liy  my  frit^nds  and  relations, 
I  Uie  ntlicule  by  wliich  I  becnme  iinniediutely  assailed 
B  all  qaar1«-rs. 
- 1  ilmuHil  my  eon  without  stockings,  with  his  nnns 
>.  in  n  jacket  nm)  trousers  such  as  are  quit*.'  toniinon 
It,  but  which  at  tliat  time  were  novel  and  exlraor- 
dtoary.  1  ftucccinlcil  in  making  him  remarkably  hardy ; 
I  b1*o  mjcccf;*le>1  m  miikmg  liim  fearless  of  danger,  and. 
•bat  is  iDorc  iliJIkult,  caimble  of  bearing  privation  of 
fujy  •orL  Uo  ha«l  all  the  virtues  of  a  child  bred  in  the 
lot  of  ft  aavage.  aad  all  the  knowledge  of  things  which 
n«lil  well  bo  acquired  at  an  early  age  by  a  lioy  liii-il  in 
nvihuil  »w.4i-ty.  I  aay  knowledge  of  thimjx,  for  of  Ixioks 
If  ha-i  liim  knowlislge  at  seven  or  eight  years  old  than 
fiv^t  Hiililrrnhavcnt  four  or  five.  Of  meohanica  he  had  a 
'I'^n  f  nmception.nnd.in  theapplit^ationof  what  beknew, 
->jre  invention,  than  any  child  I  had  tlien  seen.  He  waa 
.  free,  fearless,  generous :  he  had  a  ready  and  keen 
B  of  ftU  bia  scuse«  and  of  his  judgment.  Ilut  he  was 
t  (iMpfMiTil  to  obeg:  bis  exertions  generally  arose  from 
lu-a  mil :  iiiid  thoogh  ho  was  what  is  commonly  called 
•.■\'\  goui)  natureil,  though  he  getieruJly 
iks,  ileiueanor,  and  conversation,  lie^ad 
i  IT  forutliers.  and  he  sta^JTrTRnnvinci- 
IteUkc  U>  coutirj.     Witli  me,  he  ^|,  ..Uvays  what  I 
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wished ;  with  others,  he  was  never  any  thing  but  what  be 
wished  to  be  himself.  He  was,  by  all  who  saw  him, 
whether  of  the  higher  or  lower  classes,  taken  notice  of ; 
and  by  all  considered  as  very  clever.  I  speak  of  a  child 
between  seven  and  eight  years  old  ;  and,  to  prevent  inter- 
ruption in  my  narrative,  I  here  represent  the  effects  of 
his  education  from  three  to  eight  years  old,  during  which 
period  I  pursued  Rousseau's  plan." 

On  their  journey  to  France,  Mr.  Edgeworth  took 
with  him  the  boy,  leaving  Mrs.  Edgeworth  and  two 
little  girls  behind,  Maria  and  Emmeline.  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  passed  nearly  two  years  in  France;  most  of 
the  time  being  spent  at  Lyons,  where  he  exercised 
his  engineering  skill  in  constructing  a  bridge  for 
wheelbarrows  across  a  ravine,  and  a  kind  of  ferry- 
bridge,—  both  to  be  used  in  the  work  of  divertmg 
the  Rhone  into  a  new  channel  in  order  to  enlarge  the 
city. 

When  Mr.  Edgeworth  found  that  his  work  was 
likely  to  engage  him  for  some  months,  he  sent  for 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  left  at  Black  Bourton  with 
her  father  and  sisters.  Accompanied  by  one  of  her 
sisters,  she  accordingly  went  to  Lyons,  and  spent  some 
months ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  being 
tired  of  French  society,  and  anxious  to  be  in  Eng- 
land, where  she  had  left  her  children,  she  returned 
to  Black  Bourton  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Day,  who 
went  home  to  claim  as  the  reward  of  his  labors  the 
hand  of  Elizabeth  Sneyd. 

On  Mr.  Day's  return  to  England,  he  found  that 
Miss  Sneyd  could  not  feel  for  him  the  attachment 
which  he  had  hc'ped,  could  not  give  him  her  heart ; 


MB.  day's  wakd.  53 

and  80  for  that  time  he  was  again  disappointed  in 
his  matrimonial  views.  Miss  Sneyd  is  reported  to 
have  said  she  preferred  "Thomas  Day  blackguard 
to  Thomas  Day  ffentleman" 

In  the  course  of  the  next  few  years,  he  found 
himself  strongly  interested  in  his  ward  Sabrina  Syd- 
ney, and  would  undoubtedly  have  married  her  but 
for  an  unfortunate  circumstance.  She  had  become 
an  interesting  and  attractive  woman,  and  was  much 
attached  to  her  benefactor.  He  had  in  every  way 
felt  satisfied  with  her  conduct,  till  a  trifling  occur- 
ence annoyed  him  inexpressibly,  and  he  at  once 
abandoned  all  idea  of  making  her  his  wife.  He  had 
left  her  at  the  house  of  a  friend,  under  strict  injunc- 
tions as  to  some  peculiar  fancies  of  his  own :  among 
these  were  some  requests  as  to  her  dress.  She  was 
or  was  not  to  wear  a  certain  style  of  sleeves  and 
handkerchief  then  in  vogue ;  and  he  considered  her 
acting  negligently  in  this  respect  as  a  mark  of 
her  want  of  attachment  to  him,  and  as  a  proof  of 
her  want  of  strength  of  mind;  and  so  he  at  once 
and  decidedly  gave  her  up.  Mr.  Day  we  must  leave 
for  a  time,  but  shall  find  him  married  at  last. 

Mr.  Edgeworth,  whom  we  left  in  Lyons,  was  still 
busied  about  his  plans  for  the  alteration  of  the  bed 
of  the  Rhone,  when  news  reached  him,  in  March, 
that  Mrs.  Edgewoith,  who  had  returned  to  England 
in  the  fall,  had  a^i  infant  daughter.  This  child 
(Anna)  was  but  a  few  days  old,  when  Mrs.  Edge- 
worth  died.  Mr.  Edgeworth  immediately  set  out  for 
England.  The  company  of  Lyons  conferred  upon 
him  a  deed  of  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  new  town  they 
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had  "won  from  the  ancient  conflux  of  the  Rhone 
and  the  Saone ; "  and  he  was  abo  offered  the  ribbuQ 
of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  but  declined  it.     TbiC'J 
property  was  lost  at  the  revolution. 

On  Mr.  Edgewortli's  return  to  England,  Mr.  Dajfi 
met  hiin  at  Woodstock,  and  told  hini  that  Hoi 
Sneyd  was  more  hcautiful  than  ever,  and  "still  hei 
own  niistresa,"  though  surrounded  by  lovers.  Thai 
magnanimity  of  Mr.  Day  waa  shown  here,  by  his 
coming  several  hundred  miles  to  assure  his  friend 
that  a  woman  who  had  refused  him  was  still  as  fiiip 
as,  more  beautiful  in  fact  than,  when  she  declined  t 
leave  the  world  and  its  pleasures  for  him.  MrJ 
Edgeworth  at  once  went  to  Liciifield,  and  naturally^ 
he  was  sure  that  Miss  Sneyd  appeared  "even  more 
lovely  than  when  we  parted."  After  some  time,  be 
found  that  Honoi-a  did  reciprocate  his  feelings ;  and 
they  were  married  by  special  license,  on  July  17, 
1773,  in  the  cathedral  of  Lichfield.  Miss  Seward 
felt  some  annoyance  about  the  ehoice  of  a  brides- 
maid, but  was  on  the  whole  glad  to  see  her  beloved 
Honora  —  whom  she  is  never  weary  of  celebrating 
in  her  verses  —  united  to  one  so  well  suited  to  her. 
Tllongli  she  never  forgave  Mr.  Edgeworth,  Miss 
Seward  retained  very  touching  recollections  of  Ho- 
nora all  her  life.  There  are  constant  references  to 
her  in  her  poems  and  letters.  Among  the  jioems 
are  several  sonnets  in  which  she  refers  openly  to 
the  broken  intimacy  between  herself  and  her  friend. 
She  speaks  in  one  place  of  "her  cir,  her  smile,— 
tptllt  (ii  the  vanished  years,"  —  as  appearing  before 
hep   vision,  reminding  her   of  "days   long   tk'd,  ia 
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iro*8  golden  reign,  tlie  youth  of  cLangcd  llono- 
."  There  lire  olliera  iii  which  she  laments  the 
atb  of  Mr».  Edgeworth.  and  hiuts  at  neglect,  with- 
it  vnaturing  to  name  Mr.  Edgeworth.  In  April, 
rrSi  abt  lultlressed  soidq  verses  to  her,  beginning,  — 

**  noKoii,^  Hhoiild  that  cruel  time  lu-ise, 
Wlwa  'gajcut  mj  truth  jou  Ehould'^t  mj  errors  jTizc." 

Ill  Sonnet  XII.,  written  in  Julj',  1773,  the  moiitli 
Hononi's  marriage.  Miss  Seward  pours  forth  her 
ipiness.     Other;}  follow  in  similur  stnuu. 

SON'NET  Xri. 
CUIIad  bf  nnkinil  Ilononi's  nltorecl  eye, 
"Why  dioot^  my  heart  witb  Iruitless  woea  forloni," 
TkanklBH  tot  mucb  ot  gooU?   What  lliouiuiiiile,  Ijoru 
To  1 1  Mil  li  in  toil  Iwueatlj  tliU  wiul.ry  aky, 
Or  lo  biftve  (jpalLful  ocdon's  surging  high, 
Orfvll  <ii>>eM»'«  fi-vcrcii  rage  to  mnurn, — 
flow  bliua  to  (AfBi  would  seem  my  destiny  I 
Ho*  dt«r  Ihu  coiiifrirU  my  raah  sorrowB  Bcom  1 

Affrctian  U  repnid  liy  cauHsteea  hate  I  

A  idishtpd  luve  lit  changed  to  cold  disdaiu  I 
Tet  iaSi:T  not  tby  wrongs  to  shroud  thy  fat«, 
Bal  tnrn.  uiy  muI,  lo  blessings  which  reiniua ; 
Attit  tet  l}iis  tralli  the  wise  retolve  create; 
Tu  ukakt  EemAiroED  no  Airouisa  can  ttEOAW. 

Mr.  Edgcwortli'a  eon  Ricliard  entered  the  navy 
ly  under  iiia  kinsman  Lord  Longford,  The  cure 
tlie  thiw!  girK  Maria,  Einmeline,  and  Anna,  wtis 
nuned  by  Mrs.  Honora  Edgeworth  at  the  time  of 
r  Btwringe.  Maria  had  lived  much  with  her  annts 
A  gnudiwntut*  ul    Black    Buurton,  and  passed 
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months  with  her  grent-aunta,  the  Misses  Blake,  1 
Loudon.    These  old  ladies  were  long  remembtrwl  I 
Maria  for  their  stalely  ligiires  and  dignified  VieBrio^n 
She  was  takeu  hy  them  to  play  in  the  gardens  at  the 
rear  of  the  British  Museum.     They  lived  in  Grt-at 
Russell  Street.     Maria  dimly  recalled  hei-  uiothur'a 
death  at  this  house,  and  being  carried  uito  her  room 
for  her  last  embrace.     Whatever  may  have  been  the  | 
first  Mrs.  Edgeworth's  deficiencies  as  to  "  cheeii 
ness,"  she  appears  to  have  been  a  domestic  woni 
—  prudent,  kind,  and  a  g;ood  mother. 

After  Mr.  Edgeworth's  second  marriage,  he  iinn 
diately  took  his  wife  to  Ireland.  Marta  accompaid 
them.  The  house  and  groimds  at  Edgewortbsta 
were  found  to  be  much  out  of  order.  The  hoij 
which  was  built  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  t 
arranged  according  to  the  taste  of  that  time,  an^ 
needed  modernizing  and  altering.  Mr.  Edgewo^ 
Bftys, — 

"  The  grounds  and  gardens  were  in  a  stj-le  correapfl 
ing  to  the  architecture.  The  [jeoplc  were  in  a  wretd 
state  of  idleness  aud  iguonuice.  We  had  brought  i 
ns  some  English  ecrvouts,  who  soon  put  our  doroej 
economy  upon  a  comfortable  footing.  The  axe  and  { 
plough  weiT?  presently  at  work.  The  yi'w  heilgi-s  i 
Bcrecns  of  clipped  elms  uod  bom-lieum  wi're  cut  do«rn,1 
let  in  the  uir  luid  tlie  view  of  green  fields.  CarjK-aa 
and  mofioiis  ptilU-d  down  uiO  hiidt  up." 

"  Few  gentry  "  lived  near  the  town,  but  those  w^'^ 
did  were  friendu  and  relations.     Maria,  being  rerjr 
young,  remembered  little  of  this  visit,  "except  th»ta 
she  was  a  mischievous  child,  amusing  herself  onco  i 
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BQDt  Fox's  when  the  company  were  unmindful 

ber.  cutting  out  the  squares  in  a  checked  soia- 

T.  and  one  day  trampling  through  a  number  of 

£iamca  that  had  just  been  glazed,  laid  on  the 

hefnre  the  door  at  Edge%voithstown.     She  rec- 

her  delight  at  the  crashing  of  the  glass,  but, 

ly,  did  not  remember  either  cutting  her  feet, 

Be  wsw  punished  for  this  perfoimaiice." 

spending   three   years  in   Ireland.  Mr.  and 

EAif^vrorlh  returned   to   England,  and  visited 

leir  frienil*.     They  took  a  house  at  North  Church 

\  Hertfordshire,  near  Great  Berkhampstead.     Mean- 

'hiic  Mr.  Day  was  at  last  on  the  eve  of  matrimony. 

te  wmt«  Mr.  Edgeworth  a  long  congratulatorj-  letter 

b  Ibe  Otioasion  of  his  approaching  marriage  in  17TS, 

id  kept   up  a  cooijtant  correspondence  with  him. 

B   this   letter,  in   177S,   he   says   he   thinks   he   is 

iB»rked  otit  by  fate  to  be  an  old  bachelor,  and  an 

innortati   dejitined,   perhaps,   to   become   very   old, 

eniise  I  am  very  indifferent  abont  the  matter ;  and 

I  buy  bohby-liorses   for  your  grsind-chiUIren;   and 

B>faAi«,  w  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  admitted  to 

for  some   of  the  future  Miss  Edgewojths, 

en  tb«y  run  away  with  a  tall  ensign  in  the  guards, 

their  dnnuing-niaster."     A   brief  account   of  his 

nfntions  during  these  years  may  interest    the 

alrr.     He  had  purcha.«ed  chambers  in  the  Temple, 

d  *peut  there  much  of  hia  time,  varjHug  his  severer 

idic*  with  excurraons  into  the  oountry  when  the 

icy  seized  lum. 

After  the  rupture  with  Sabrtna  Sydney,  Dr.  Small 
to  his  eccentric  friend  that  he  should  marry 
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a  Miss  Milnes  of  Yorksliire,  a  lady  whose  wealth  n 
only  an   adjunct   to  her  eKcellent  mental  qualitii 
and  whose  benevolence  and  charity  were  unboundoj 
Her  superiority  of  understanding  was   so  genera 
admitted   among   her   acquaintances,    that  ' 
tinguish  her  from  another  Miss  Milnes,  a  relative 
hers,  who  had  been  called  Venus,  she  had  acquinj 
the  name  of  Minerva." 

All  this  Dr.  Small  reported  to  Mr,  Day,  the  eoo< 
trie  Cdilebs  in  search  of  a  wife. 

"But  has  she  white  and  large  arms?"  said  ] 
Day. 

"  She  has,"  replied  Dr.  Small. 

*'Does  she  wear  long  petticoats?" 

"  Uncommonly  long." 

"  I  hope  she  is  tall  and  strong  and  healthy." 

"  Remarkably  little,   and   not   robust.     My   | 
friend,"  added  Dr.  Small,  speaking  in  his  leisi 
manner,  "  can  you  possibly  expect  that  a  woman  | 
charming  temper,  benevolent   mind,  and  cultivate 
understanding,  with  a  distinguhibed  character,  wu 
views  of  life  congenial  to  your  own,  with  an  agi 
ble  person,  aud  a  large  fortune,  should  be   form 
exactly  according   to  a  picture   that  exists  la  j 
imagination?" 

Finally  this  good  friend  jwrsuaded  tlie  eccenb^ 
gentleman  to  "despise"  her  fortune,  and  take  ' 
lady,  if  he  could  achieve  such  a  pattern  of  exo< 
lence;  and,  after  a  courtship  of  some  months. 
Day  married  Miss  Milnes.  Shortly  after  their  iiu 
piage  he  carried  Mrs.  Day  to  see  the  Edgeworth*  I 
Nortlichurch ;  and  they  found  her  very  pleasing,  i 


IJdeDtly  disposed  to  gratify  her  husband  in  all  his 
rkbcK.  Mr-  Edgeworth  says,  "  I  never  saw  a  woman 
)  eotircly  intent  upon  accommodating  herself  to  the 
kntimcratB  and  wishes  and  will  of  a  hntiband,  "  and 
tis  feeling  cuntintied.  Mr.  Day,  in  a  few  months, 
ftugitt  a  sRiiiU  estate  called  Stapleford  Abbot,  near 
tbridge  l«  Essex.  He  built  at  this  place  that  nmra 
ithoul  windows,  which  he  was  too  indolent  to  tke 
1  Ittif  chair  to  arrange  for.  He  meant  to  cut  win- 
Dws  ill  the  walls  afterwards,  but  it  was  never  done. 
Icfore  he  began  his  work  he  bought  at  a  stall, "  Ware's 

nriii lecture."  and,  after  reading  it  assiduously  for 
or  four  weeks,  fell  to  building  on  his  most 
Itmordinary  plan.  Some  years  after,  he  bouglit 
Dttthvr  hou«e  and  estate  at  Anningsley,  near  ChtTt- 
(j\  tu  Surrey,  to  which  he  removed.  He  thought 
6  did  prudently ;  because  this  was  one  of  the  most 
Dpfvfitable  estates  in  England,  and  he  should  have 

Urge  scope  of  gi-ound  for  a  small  sum  of  money. 

Bte  be  tried,  upon  a  large  scale,  all  sorts  of  doubt- 

I  and  unprofitable  experiments  in  farming,  from 
I  which  he  read  on  the  subject,  to  the  great 
qon*  of  his  f»rtuue. 

MiM  S«ward  stated  Miss  MilaesV  fortune  at 
irentT-three  thousand  pounds.  After  his  death 
he  wiotB  the  etUtor  of  •'  The  General  Evening  Post," 
rtio  lud  ttuido  some  mistake  about  Mr.  Day's  prop- 
Ky,  that  "it  was  twelve  hundred  pounds  per 
iBsoiB,'*  adding, — 


"But  let  bim  Ix)  spoken  of  i 
itter  Uuui  indiscrimiuali-  euloiiiiL 


he 


for  truth    ia 
Mr.  Day.  willi  Ursl- 
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rate  abilitica,  was  a  splenetic,  oapriciouB,  yet  hounUfutl 
misantbropist.     He   bestowed  nearly  the  wbolc  of  hi|  J 
ample  fortuue  iu  relieving  tlie  necessities  of  the  |x>ortjl 
frequeiitly,  however,  declaring  in  convcrsntion,  that  Uieifrl 
were  few  in  the  larg;c  nunnlwr  he  fed  who  would  not  Ct^  J 
his  throut  the  next  hour,  if  their  interest  could  prompfcl 
the  act,  and  their  lives  l)c  safe  in  its  commiasion.     Hft'*! 
took  iwide  in  avowing  hia  aliborrence  of  the  luxuries.  aoA  ^ 
disdain  even  of  the  decencies,  of  life  ;  and  in  his  iwrson 
he  was  generally  slovenly,  even  to  squalidness.     On  being 
asked  by  oue  of  hiB  friends  why  lie  chose  the  lonely  and 
nnplt^asant  situnlion  in  which  he  livt-d,  he   replied,  that 
the  sole  I'enaon  of  that  choice  was,  its  lieiitg  out  of  the 
atink  of  human  society." 

He  entirely  separated  Mrs.  Day  from  her  relations  . 
and  friends. 

Mr.  Edgeworth.  while  at  Northchiirch,  occupied 
himself  with  mechanical  pursuits;  aud  Mrs.  Edge- 
worth  to  pleaKe  him  "became  an  excellent  theoretic 
mechanic."  These  pursuits,  with  the  cure  of  Mari^ 
and  her  sisters  a,nd  two  little  ones  of  her  own,  with 
frequent  visitors  from  London,  kept  them  quite 
busy. 

Mrs.  Honora  Edgeworth's  health  began  to  fail  in 
1778;  and  the  preparations  she  was  making  to  join 
Mr.  Edgeworth  in  Ireland,  whither  be  hatl  beeu 
called  by  a  lawsuit  and  other  business  counocted 
with  his  estate,  were  given  up.  She  met  him  on  his 
return  near  Daventrj' ;  and,  as  tbeu'  house  at  North- 
church  had  been  let  for  a  year,  they  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Sneyd'e  at  Lichfield  till  they  could  arrange  for 
tbcir  future  manner  of  living. 
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la  177S,  ia  cotuiet]uence  of  Mrs.  Honora  Edge- 

rtVv  btiliiig  bealLli.  Maria  was  setit  to  a  boardiiig- 

Ipbuol   kcjit   by  u    Mrs.    LatiflBere.  at   Derby.     She 

llirav's  spokK  with  {p-utitiide  and  affectioQate  remeui- 

■^ntx  of  this  ludy.    In  after-life  she  used  to  metitiun. 

Mt   she   felt  gttiil  admiration  at   bearing  a  cliild 

VoungiT  than  btrself,  on  Uw  day  of  her  admission 

I  litis  Kvlioiil,  repeat  the  iiiue  parts  of  speech.    She 

I  mure  iuipresised  by  this  little  chiWa  reutation 

I  iihc  Vf»si  by  any  oth«r  t-fTort  of  the  mind  after- 

At  thlt  school,  under  tiie  careful  in^^truction 

f  a  writing-master,  Maria's  haiid-wi-iting  was  formed; 

pii(l  «lie  was  iuit4-(l  ill  afttir-yearu  for  her  neat  and 

Kifpct  iaaiiu!4cript«. 

ytn.  Huiiora  E*igeworth  made  a  great  impression 

I  Muiit's  mind.     Slic  early  showed  her  sensibility 

I  geiiias  by  appreciating  that  of  others.     She  re- 

N*iiit>orc4)  always  llie  minutest  advice  Mrs,  Honora 

;eworth  gave  ber.     The  surpassing  beauty  of  her 

wnce  struck  Maria,  young  as  she  was,  at  ber  first 

njiuintance  with  ber.     She  remembered   sfamling 

fcy  her  drecsjng-table,  and   looking  at  ber  with  a 

ultltin  thoagbt  of  "  How  beautiful ! " 

TUe  beauty  of  Honora  was  of  that  wonderfnl  and 

e  style  not  destined  long  to  adorn  an  earthly 

leiofT,  nud  consumption  bad  set  its   fatal   mark   of 

imiocioiu  mental  and  pliVBical  beauty  on  ber, 

lu  one  of   Mr.  Edgeworth's  early  letters  to   Jfr. 
Diy,  tliR  reader  moy  recollect  lua  concluding  with, 
"Vou  know  I  am  no  writer:  my  ideas  do  not,  like 
yom*,  fltiw  la  my  pen  readily." 
AUhn  wrot«  long  after,  — 
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''  One  little  book,  however,  he  and  Mrs.  Honora  Edge- 
worth  wrote,  I  believe,  very  early  in  the  year  1 778  ;  when 
she,  in  teaching  her  first  child  to  read,  found  the  want  of 
something  to  follow  Mrs.  Barbauld*s  Lessons,  and  felt 
the  difliculty  of  explaining  the  language  of  all  the  other 
books  for  children  which  were  then  in  use. 

*  Favete  linguis  — 
Virginibus  puerisque  canto,* 

was  the  motto  of  this  little  volume,  which  was  the  first 
part  of  'Harry  and  Lucy,' — or  of  'Practical  Educa- 
tion,' as  I  find  it  called  in  the  titlepage  to  the  few  copies 
which  were  then  printed  in  large  type  for  the  use  only  of 
his  own  children.  He  intended  to  have  carried  on  the 
history  of  Harry  and  Lucy  through  every  stage  of  child- 
hood ;  to  have  diffused,  through  natural  dialogue  or  inter- 
esting story,  the  first  principles  of  morality,  with  some 
of  the  elements  of  science  and  literature,  so  as  to  show 
parents  how  these  may  be  taught,  without  wearying  the 
pupil's  attention. 

"At  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  the  design  was  new; 
and  scarcely  any  P^nglish  writer  of  eminence,  except  Dr. 
Watts  and  Mrs.  Bar])auld,  had  condescended  to  write  for 
children." 

The  summer  was  spent  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edge- 
worth  at  Lichfield,  to  be  near  Dr.  Darwin ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  they  visited  Mr.  Day: 
thence  London  was  of  easy  access ,  and  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Heberden  was  called  by  the  anxious  bus- 
band,  but  he  gave  him  no  hopes  whatever  of  Mrs. 
Edgeworth's  recovery.  He  took  a  small  house  at 
Beighterton,  near  Sliiffnal,  in  Shropshire :  so  that  they 
were  near  Lichfield,  the  Sneyds,  and  Dr.  Darwin. 
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jjttgh  Mr*.  Edgeworth  suffered  much  from  the 
msuDiing  progress  of  her  disease,  she  found  time 
bd  thnught  for  Mam,  and  WTote  a  letter  from  there 
B  her.  October,  1779,  in  which,  after  impressing  on 
"that  it  ia  vain  to  attempt  to  please  a  person 
brho  will  0ot  tell  ns  what  they  do  and  what  they  do 
tot  deftiie,"  she  conliuues,  — 

•  It  M  very  ngrt-cable  to  me  to  think  of  converaiog 
Htb  ynu  tw  my  njaal  in  every  respect  but  tige.  ami  of 
y  makuig  that  inequality  of  use  to  you,  by  gi\'iug  you 
!  anlvwitagc  of  the  experience  I  liave  had.  and  the 
otarrrtttiond  1  have  l>een  able  to  make. — oa  these  are 
|mns  uf  kuowltMlge  which  nutlilug  hut  time  euii  l)c»tuw." 

In   Mt^.   Ilonora   Edgeworth's   letter,  which   was 

»iitn>n  fmm  Heighterton,  she  shows  u  most  tender 

Ind  unlheriy  iotet^st  in  Maria.     In  spite  of  evident 

Bofffriiig,  llie  writer  Beenied  to  study  the  happiness 

nf  others.     She  tcUs  Maria  of  her  brother's  being 

^JD  port  for  a  few  days  on  leave,  and  speaks  of  other 

^^■nilv  aflairs.     At  Mrs.  Laliffier's,  Maria  learned  t<i 

^^■e  ber  n«*lle,  and   became  very  accomplished   in 

^Trtktic  t-mbroidery.     She  always  enjoyed  surprising 

ker  bicndd  with  little  gifts  of  her  own  manufacture. 

tod  tliroughout  her  life  was  an  adept  at  all  womanly 

work.      In   April  of  1780  a  letter  from  her  father 

OJOiaiiitt  thanks  fur  an  embroidered  bag  which  she 

had  sent  her  mother,  who  was  then  too   ill   to  ac 

taowledge   her   little  slepKhmghter'e   remembnince- 

Mt.  Kdgewortb,  iu  conclusion,  says, — 

'*  It  wonld  he  rery  ngreeahU-  to  me,  my  dear  Maria,  to 
itn  •  letter  fn>m  you  fiimiliarly,     1  nish  to  kuow  what 
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you  like  and  dislike.  I  wish  to  commnnieate  to  you  what 
little  knowledge  I  have  acquired,  that  you  may  have  a 
tincture  of  every  species  of  literature,  and  form  your  taste 
by  choice  and  not  by  chance.  .  .  .  Your  poor  mother 
•  continues  extremely  ill." 

Miss  Charlotte  Sneyd  attended  her  sister  with 
devoted  care.  The  end  was  very  near ;  and  in  less 
than  a  month  after  the  previous  letter,  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  wrote,  in  May,  1780,  of  the  death  of  his  wife. 
He  wrote  Maria  a  long  letter,  wishing  to  impress 
her  with  the  desire  of  emulating  the  virtues  of 
that  estimable  woman  whose  loss  he  was  called  to 
mourn. 

May  2, 1780. 

My  dear  Daughter,  —  At  six  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  your  excellent  mother  expired  in  my  arms.  She 
now  lies  dead  beside  me ;  and  I  know  I  am  doing  what 
would  give  her  pleasure,  if  she  were  capable  of  feeling 
any  thing,  by  writing  to  you  at  this  time,  to  fix  her 
excellent  image  on  your  mind.  .  .  .  Continue,  my  dear 
daii<j:hter,  the  desire  which  you  feel  of  becoming  amiable, 
prudent,  and  of  use.  The  ornamental  parts  of  a  charac- 
ter, with  such  an  understanding  as  yours,  necessarily 
ensue ;  but  true  judgment  and  sagacity  in  the  choice  of 
friends,  and  the  regulation  of  your  behavior,  can  be  had 
only  from  reflection,  and  from  being  thoroughly  con>4nced 
of  what  experience  teaches  in  general  too  late,  —  that  to 
be  happy  we  must  be  good.  God  bless  you,  and  make 
you  ambitious  of  that  valuable  praise  which  the  amiable 
character  of  your  dear  mother  forces  from  the  virtuous 
and  the  wise.  My  writing  to  you  in  my  present  situation 
will,  my  dearest  daughter,  be  remembered  by  you  as  the 
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jtpnof  of  the  love  of  youi  approviug  and  aSei^- 

i  The  ilexiro   for  her   Other's  approval,  and    the 

idcavur  lo  Uve   ap  to  the  etaiidiird  he  required. 

LDic  thus  eiirlr  the  (guiding  aod  coDti-olIing  indii- 

B  i)f  Maria's  life. 

th«  Banie  month  her  father  wrote  her  fiom 

~lkh5d<l.     Ho  say*,— 

"1  wiao  beg  that  vou  will  aend  mc  a  little  talc,  alxjut 
tbe  length  of  a  '  SpecUtor,'  upou  the  sulijecl  of  Geiier- 
Mitjr.'  It  must  be  takcu  from  htstor;  ur  romance,  aiid 
mart  be  Mutt  Uiit  iteuniglit  after  juii  receive  this;  oad  I 
teg  jiHi  (rill  taliL*  some  paina  alxiut  it. ' ' 

The  Botne  siibjert  waa  given  at  ihia  time  to  a 
jroutig  Oxford  student^  then  at  Lichfield.  \Vheu 
tbe  two  stories  were  done,  they  were  tiubmilted  to 
Mr.  WiUiiun  Sneyd,  Mr.  Edgewortli'a  brother-in-law, 
who  was  lo  decide  on  their  merits.  He  pronounced 
Maria's  to  be  very  ranch  the  best .  saying  of  it,  "  An 
etcidlvot  storj',  and  extremely  well  written  :  but 
iriiere's  the  generosity?" — a  saying  which  heciime 
^Aaurt  uf  provvtb  with  Maria  afterwards.  This  was 
^  Hwu'a  first  story,  and  unfortunately  it  was  not  pie- 
•errvd.  She  used  to  say  there  "was  in  it  a  i^en- 
lnic«  of  incxtrieablo  confusion  between  a  sttddU', 
•  tUD,  and  bis  horac." 

Iti  1780  Maria  wan  a-moved  from  Mrs.  Latiflit-iv's 
(tfalili^linioiit  to  the  then  fashionable  boarding-e^clinol 
jt  Mrs.  Davis,  in  Upper  Wimpole  Street.,  L«)mlon. 
Un.  DaTU  treated  Maria  with  kiudne^  and  consid- 
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pration,  ehongh  she  Tras  "neitlier  boautifnl  nor  foBll- 
ioiiable."  She  went  through  the  course  of  tortures 
customary  at  this  period,  to  improve  the  figure  and 
(carriage,  —  "backhoarda,  iron  collars,  and  dumb- 
bells, with  the  unusual  additional  process  of  bein^, 
swung  by  the  neck,  to  draw  out  the  muscles  and 
crease  the  growth ; "  a  singular  failure  in  this 
for  she  continued  very  small. 

The  careful  instruction  Maria  received  in  th* 
French  and  Italian  languages  at  Mrs.  Latlffiere's 
placed  her  ahead  of  her  fellow-pupils  in  London. 
When  she  began  to  write  the  exercises  required 
there,  she  found  she  could  prepare  those  for  the 
whole  quarter  in  advance ;  and  she  kept  them  strung 
together  on  her  desk,  and,  when  the  teacher  called 
for  the  lesson  of  the  day,  she  had  only  to  take  one 
out,  and  present  it.  This  offers  rather  a  doubtful 
comphment  to  the  management  of  the  school,  whenj 
proper  instruction  was  not  arranged  for  more  ad- 
vanced pupils.  Here  we  have  a  picture  of  her, 
seated  "  under  a  high  ebony  cabinet,"  during  play- 
time, so  absorbed  in  her  book  that  she  was  "per- 
fectly deaf"  to  all  around;  and  this  remarkable 
power  of  concentration  and  abstraction  was  of  great 
service  to  her  all  through  life. 

SIie  WBS  remembered  by  her  companions  at  both 
schools  for  her  entertaining  stories;  and  she  learned 
to  know  what  tale  was  most  successful  with  her 
hearers,  by  the  wakefulness  it  caused.  These  stories 
were  told  at  bedtime.  Many  of  her  narrations  were 
taken  from  her  memory.  —  she  devoured  books  wluld 
her  friends  played,  —  but  very  many  were  originoL 
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[Tfce  Bfiirit  of  the  raeotUfW  was  strong,  and  she  had 
uly  the  fertile  braia  nf  the  true  novelist.  One  which 
i  much  applauded  was  that  of  an  adventurer  who 
1  •  mask  made  of  the  dried  skin  of  a  dead  man's 
This  he  put  on  when  he  wished  a  disguise, 
ud  be  kept  it  hidden  at  the  foot  of  a  treej. 

At  school  Maria  learned  to  study  diameter.    She 
early  learned  in  that  little  circle  to  observe  pecul- 
iHties,  and  penetrate  beneath  the  surface  of  actions 
r  tbo  uiidi-'rh'ing  motive. 

Mr.   Edgewortli  was  essentially  a  utilitarian.     He 

!  •  prftctical    illustration   of   Bentham's  theories. 

I  he  wnitc  ihe  letter  to  his  daughter,  by  Mrs. 

I  Edgfworlh'a  death-bed,  the  stress  he  lays 

sfulncds  will  easily  bo  observed.     He  was  a 

I  himself,  full   of  projects  and  plans.     He 

UieMC  views  on   the   developing  mind  of 

Muie.  de  Stael  was  reported  long  after  to 

■ve  oud  Maria  was  "  lost  in  sad  utility ; "  and  the 

Mtion  Datumlly  comes  to  the  mind,  when  we  see 

e  irrepresnible  imagination  of  the  young  girl,  just 

;  her  life  would  have  been  without  her  father's 

duence. 

I  He  checked  that  auperabundance  of  sentiment 
ti  would  have  endangered  her  clearnestt  of  niiiul ; 
f  kept  her  stimulated  and  encouraged  to  write,  by 
I  advice,  critidsu,  and  approbation ;  but  it  ia  to 
\  bared  tliat  be  clipped  the  wings  of  fancy,  and 
;  Pegasus  once  again,  as  tlie  rustics  did  in 
I  uctetit  myth.  When  she  fulled  in  Iter  novels 
i  inspire  her  characters  with  romantic  interest,  tt 
~*u  becftOse  the  paramount  induence  of  her  father 
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asserted  itself.  She  was  certainly  gifted  with  genius 
of  a  high  order ;  but  her  nature  was  most  affection- 
ate, and  long  habits  of  respect  and  devotion  to  her 
father  made  it  absolutely  impossible  for  her  to  free 
herself  from  his  views.  She  was  always  the  dutiful 
daughter,  —  quite  as  much  so  to  the  last  as  at  the 
time  he  wrote  her  of  his  desire  for  the  tale  on 
"  Generosity." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Mr.  Edgeworth's  Third  Marriage.  —  Marla*8  School-Life.  —  Visits 
Mr.  Day  in  Vacation. — His  Influence  over  her  Mind. — Maria 
accompanies  the  Family  to  Ireland.  —  Edgeworthstown.  —  Man- 
ner of  Living  at  that  Time  in  Ireland.  —  Maria's  Occupations.  -— 
Translates  "  Adble  et  Theodore."  —  Writes  much,  without  intend- 
ing Publication.  —  Their  Social  Life.  —  Death  of  Mr.  Day.  —  His 
Writings.  —  Death  of  Honora  Edgeworth.  —  Mrs.  Buxton.  —  Her 
Character. 

Mrs.  Honora  Edgeworth,  when  dying,  had 
urged  her  husband  to  marry  her  sister  Elizabeth. 
This  was  the  young  lady  for  whose  sake  Mr.  Day 
had  gallantly  undergone  a  course  of  gymnastic  train- 
ing, and  taken  dancing-lessons  in  France.  She  had 
found,  on  seeing  him,  that  she  liked  him  less  as  a  man 
of  fashion  than  she  did  in  his  natural  unpolished 
condition,  and  unceremoniously  told  him  so.  Mr. 
Edgeworth  knew  less  of  this  sister  than  he  did  of 
the  other  Miss  Sneyds,  and  was  not  particularly 
attracted  to  her.  She,  on  her  part,  fancied  she  had 
an  attachment  for  a  gentleman  then  abroad. 

About  Mrs.  Edgeworth's  desire  he  writes,  — 

"Nothing  is  more  erroneous  than  the  common  belief, 
that  a  man  who  has  lived  in  the  greatest  happiness  with 
one  wife  will  be  the  most  averse  to  take  another.  On 
the  contrary,  the  loss  of  happiness  which  he  feels  when 
he  loses   her  necessarily  urges   him   to  endeavor  to  be 
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again  placed  iii  a  situation  which  had  constituted  hU  foi 
mer  felicity. 

'■I  felt  that  Honora  hart  judged  wisely  and  from  a 
thofoiigh  knowledge  of  my  character,  when  she  hud  ad- 
vised me  to  marry  again  as  aoon  as  I  could  meet  with  a 
woman  who  would  make  a  good  mother  to  my  children,  and 
an  agreeaUe  corapauion  ta  me.  She  had  formed  an  idea 
that  her  sister  Elizabeth  was  better  suitod  to  me  than  say 
other  woman,  and  thought  that  1  was  equally  suited  to  her. 
Of  all  Honora's  sisters,  I  had  seen  the  least  of  Elizabetli." 

Wlien  Mrs.  Edgeworth  on  her  death-bed  proposed 
this  to  her  sister,  ahe  "  expressed  the  strongest  sur- 
prise at  the  suggestion,  not  only  because  I  was  her 
her  sister's  husband,  and  because  she  had  another 
attachment,  but  independently  of  these  circum- 
Btances:  as  she  distinctly  said,  I  was  the  last  man 
of  her  acquaintance  that  afis  should  have  thought 
of  for  a  husband  ;  and  certainly,  notwithstanding 
her  beauty,  abilities,  and  polished  manners,  I  believed 
Blie  was  as  little  suited  to  me." 

After  a  few  months  Miss  Sneyd  and  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  began  to  alter  tiieir  opiuious  j  and  they  were 
married  in  December.  1780,  less  than  eight  months 
after  Mrs.  Honora  Edgeworth'a  death.  The  mar- 
riage was  attended  with  some  disagreeable  ffircnm- 
stances.  It  was  no  sooner  knowu  that  the  parties 
proposed  to  marry  than  there  was  considerable 
trouble  made  for  them.  Prior  to  the  Statutes  5 
and  6,  William  IV,,  chap.  64,  marriages  within  the 
Levitical  degree  were  voidable,  not  void,  and,  if  not 
invalidated  in  the  lifetime  of  both  parties,  held  good 
to  all  intents  and  purposes. 
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But  such  marriages,  though  not  illegal  under  these 
circumstances,  had  become  questionable,  and  in  this 
•case  many  persons  interfered ;  and  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  neighborhood  the  proposed  marriage  was 
made  the  subject  of  unpleasant  remarks,  and  oiScious 
friends  made  the  matter  worse  by  replies  which  kept 
up  the  ill-feeling  and  excitement.  Miss  Sneyd  went 
to  visit  Lady  Holte  in  Cheshire.  This  lady,  who 
was  an  old  friend  of  the  Sneyds,  was  "  a  woman  of 
much  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  great  firmness 
of  character."  She  had  been  Miss  Elizabeth  Sneyd's 
best  friend  for  many  years.  When  the  parties  met, 
early  in  December,  in  the  parish  church  of  Scar- 
borough to  be  married,  after  being  "  asked  tliree 
times  in  the  parish,"  as  was  then  usual,  the  clergj'- 
man  "received  a  letter,"  says  Mr.  Edgeworth,  "  which 
alarmed  him  so  much  as  to  make  me  think  it  cruel 
to  press  him  to  perform  the  ceremony.  Lady  Holte 
took  Miss  Elizabeth  Sneyd  to  Bath.  I  went  to  Lou- 
don with  my  children,  took  lodgings  in  Gray's-Inn 
Lane,  and  had  our  banns  published  in  St.  Andrew's 
Church,  Holborn.  Miss  Elizabeth  Sneyd  came  from 
Bath,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  1780,  was  married  to 
me  in  St.  Andrew's  Church,  in  the  presence  of  my 
first  wife's  brother,  Mr.  Elers,  his  lady,  and  Mr. 
Day." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgeworth  went  immediately  to 
Northchurch,  where  they  resided  for  a  few  months, 
and  then  went  to  London.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who 
was  at  this  time  president  of  the  Royal  Society, 
invited  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  join  that  body,  which  he 
did.     He  was  still  a  member  of  the  club  of  which 
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John  Hunter  was  president.  This  club  hnd  i 
ftirinal  name.  Tlie  meetings  were  first  held  at  Jad 
Coffee-House,  and  later,  Young  Slaughter's  C 
House.  It  numbered  among  its  members 
distinguished  men,  —  Ranks.  Blagden,  Capt.  Coi 
Maskelyne,  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  many  others. 

Ill  1781,  shortly  after  her  father's  third  mnirinjg 
Marin  had  an  tilariuing  and  painful  inflanimatio 
tlie  eyes.     She  was  taken  to  one  of  the  first  phyi 
cians  in  London,  who  hastily  pronounced,  "  She  n 
lose   her   eyesight."     Happily   this   opinion   of  I 
doctor  was  not  correct.    She  suffered  very  miid 
but  after  a  time  the  Inflammation  subsided  ;  and  t 
was  able,  for  many  long  years,  to  use  lier  eyus  fre^ 
for  reading,  writing,  and  all  kinds  of  delicate  need] 
work  and  fine  embroidery. 

After  Mr,  and  Mra.  Edgeworth  left  London,  t 
went   for   the   summer   to    Davenport    Hall,   wl 
they  hired  of  the  owner.     In  this  retired  place  t 
spent  some   months.     At   this   time   they   had 
younger   chihlren    of    Mr.   Edgeworth   with 
The  magnificent  seat  of  Sir  Charles  Holle,  Breretfl 
Hall,  was  near  this  place ;  and  they  passed  i 
time  very  pleasantly  with  the  Holtes  at  this  fine  t 
Elizabethan  mansion.     Meantime,  Maria  was  still  | 
the  school  of  Mrs.  Davis  in  London.     Some  of  1 
holidays  were  spent  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Day. 
can   hardly  fancy  a  greater  contrast   than  that  I 
Iween  the  fashionable  establishment  in  Upper  1 
pole   Street   and   the   rigid   anaterity  of  Mr.  I 
house.    He  was,  however,  kind  and  juat ;  and  Mai 
received  great  sympathy  and  attention  from  Mr.  i 
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Mrs.  Day  at  the  time  she  suffered  from  the  painful 
inflammation  in  her  eyes-  "The  lofty  nature  of 
Mr.  Day's  mind,  his  romantic  character,  his  meta- 
physical inquiries,  and  eloquent  discussions  took 
Maria  into  another  world.  The  icy  strength  of 
his  system  came  at  the  right  moment  for  annealing 
her  principles,"  says  one  observer.  Mr.  Day  then 
lived  at  Anningsly,  near  Chertsey. 

^^  His  mixture  of  speculative  misanthropy  and  real 
benevolence  appeared  in  all  his  conduct.  Bishop  Berke- 
ley's tar-water  was  still  considered  as  a  specific  for  all 
complaints.  Mr.  Day  thought  it  would  be  of  use  to 
Maria's  inflamed  eyes,  and  he  used  to  bring  a  large 
tumblerful  of  it  to  her  every  morning.  She  dreaded 
his,  '  Now,  Miss  Maria,  drink  this ! '  but  there  was,  in 
spite  of  his  stem  voice,  something  of  pity  and  sympathy 
in  his  countenance  which  always  induced  her  to  swallow 
it.  His  excellent  library  was  open  to  her,  and  he  directed 
her  studies.  His  severe  reasoning  and  uncompromising 
truth  of  mind  awakened  all  her  powers  ;  and  the  questions 
he  i)ut  to  her,  and  the  working  out  of  the  answers,  the 
necessity  of  perfect  accuracy  in  all  her  words,  suited  the 
natural  truth  of  her  mind ;  and,  though  such  strictness 
was  not  always  agreeable,  she  even  then  ixjrceived  its 
advantage,  and  in  after-life  was  grateful  for  it." 

Years  after  this,  Maria  said,  in  describing  Mr. 
Da\^'s  peculiarities,  "JSTe  always  talked  like  a  book^ 
and  I  do  believe  he  always  thought  in  the  same  full- 
dress  style."  M.  Dumont,  in  writing  his  friend 
Romillv,  after  he  had  read  "  Sandford  and  Merton" 
for  the  second  time,  said  he  found  "  a  good  deal  of 
cleverness,  of  talent,  of  the  developing  ideas,  of  pre- 
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paring  them,  and  of  introducing  them  into  the  tniq 
of  children."  Undoubtedly  this  was  juat  what  J 
Day  could  do  and  did  for  Maria  Edgeworth  t 
certain  period  of  mental  growth. 

By  degrees  her  eyes  recovered  their  atrengtli.  a 
the  painful  inflammation  subsided;  but  it  is  not  £ 
tain  whether   the   tar-water,  or  the   country 
Anningsly,  effected   the   cure.     Maria's   health  ' 
always  delicate,  and  intense  headaches  often  troiibl 
her.    She  was  never  equal  to  protracted  bodily  j 
ertion,  but  enjoyed  short  walks,  and  in  youth  j 
on  horseback,  when  she  had  the  protection  of  hei 
father,  being  rather  a  timid  horsewoman. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  left  traces  of  his  mechanical  inge- 
nuity during  his  residence  at  Brereton,  in  the  steeple 
clock  which  he  amused  himself  with  making  and 
putting  into  place. 

In  1782  Maria  was  taken  from  school,  and  acce 
panied  her  parents  and  younger  brothers  and  sistfi 
to  Edge  wort  hstown.  Her  first  visit  to  Ireland  ' 
made  at  an  exceedingly  early  age.  This  was  pra 
colly  her  real  introduction  to  the  scenes  of  her  fut| 
life,  the  home  of  her  fathers.  She  was  at  the  i 
when  one  is  apt  to  notice  new  objects  and  pern 
with  keen  interest ;  aud  her  new  mode  of  life  amd 
the  Irish  quickened  all  her  thoughts,  and  roused  lis 
eager  and  anininted  nature.  She  was  very  mucli 
struck  by  the  many  and  extraordinary  sights  she 
saw,  —  the  remarkable  difference  between  the  Irish 
Olid  English  character.  Tlie  wit,  the  mclanehuly, 
and  gayety  of  the  Irish  were  all  so  new  and  strange 
to  tlie  young  girl,  accustomed  to  the  stolid  luid  mi- 
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t^rying  manners  of  the  English  servants,  and  thd 
reserve  and  silence  of  the  upper  classes,  that  the 
penetrating  genius  and  powers  of  observation  of 
the  future  novelist  and  delineator  of  Irish  character 
were  vividly  impressed  with  her  new  surroundings. 
idr.  Edgeworth  wrote  of  their  return, — 

"  In  the  year  1782  I  returned  to  Ireland  with  a  firm  de- 
termination to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  my  life  to  the 
improvement  of  my  estate,  and  to  the  education  of  my 
children,  and,  further,  with  the  sincere  hope  of  contribut- 
ing to  the  melioration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
from  which  I  drew  my  subsistence." 

Of  this  event  Maria  wrote  in  1819, — 

"  Though  such  a  length  of  time  has  elapsed,  I  have  re- 
tained a  clear  and  strong  recollection  of  our  arrival  at 
Edge  worthstown . '  * 


Then  she  continues,  — 

"  Things  and  persons  are  so  much  improved  in  Ireland 
of  latter  days,  that  only  those  who  can  remember  how 
they  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  can  conceive  the 
variety  of  domestic  grievances  which  in  those  times  as- 
sailed the  master  of  a  family,  immediately  upon  his  arri- 
val at  his  Irish  home.  Wherever  he  turned  his  eyes,  in 
or  out  of  his  house,  damp,  dilapidation,  wiiste,  appeared. 
Painting,  glazing,  roofing,  fencing,  finishing,  —  all  were 
wanting.  The  back  yard,  and  even  the  front  lawn  round 
the  windows  of  the  house,  were  filled  with  loungers,  fol- 
lowers, and  petitioners :  tenants,  under-tenants,  drivers, 
sub-agent,  and  agent  were  to  have  audience ;  and  they 
all  had  grievances  and  secret  informations,  accusations, 
reciprocations,  and  quarrels,  each  under  each,  interminable. 
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Alternately  aa  landlord  and  magistrate,  Uie  proprietor  of 
an  estate  had  to  listen  to  perpetual  complatDte,  pet^ 
wraoglings  and  equivo(.'attQD8,  in  wbich  no  human  aagi 
could  discover  truth  or  award  justice.  Then  came  widi 
and  orphans  with  tales  of  distress,  and  cases  of  opprei*^ 
sion.  such  as  the  ear  and  heart  of  unhardeoed  btunanitj 
could  not  withstand;  and,  when  some  of  tlie  supplicants 
were  satisUcil,  fresh  expectants  appeared  with  claims  fA 
promises  and  hopes,  beyond  what  any  jiatience,  ti 
power,  or  fortune  could  satisfy.  Such  and  so  great 
diUlculties  ap|>eai-eti  to  me  by  which  my  father  was 
compassed  on  our  arrival  home,  that  I  could  not  com 
how  he  could  get  through  them,  nor  could  I  ima^intt 
these  people  had  ever  gone  on  duriug  his  alisence.  I 
with  him  constantly ;  and  I  was  amused  and  interested 
Instructed  by  seeing  how  he  mode  his  way  through 
complaints,  petitions,  and  grievances,  with  decision 
despatcli :  he,  all  the  time,  in  good  humor  with  the 
and  they  deliglited  with  him ;  tiiou<;;h  he  often 
them  roundly,'  when  they  stood  Ijcfore  him  pcrvi 
litigation,  helpless  in  procrastination,  detected  of  cuoi 
or  oonrictcd  of  falsehood.  They  saw  into  his 
almost  OS  soon  as  be  understood  theirs.  The  first  rei 
whiuh  I  heard  whispered  aside  among  the  people, 
congratulatory  looks  at  each  other,  was.  '  Ilis  honor, 
way,  is  good  pay.'  It  was  said  of  the  celebrated  I 
Prussia,  that '  he  scolded  like  a  trooper,  and  paid 
prince.'     Such  a  man  would  be  liked  in  Ireland." 

Modern  history  lias  hardly  borne  out  the  trnthl 
that  saying  of  Frederiuk  the   Great,  and.  we  : 
fancy  it   of  some  other  royal  personage ;   but  1 
the  Italian  saying  is  true,  '*  at  non  i  vero,  U  i  \ 
trevato." 
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This  long  passage  shows  some  of  the  difficulties 
felt  by  a  new-comer  at  that  day  in  Ireland,  but  I 
have  quoted  it  more  to  show  the  way  in  which  Mr. 
Edgeworth  began  at  once  to  initiate  Maria  into  busi- 
ness and  business  ways.  Where  most  men  would 
have  felt  a  young  girl  should  not  be,  the  eccentric 
father  felt  he  was  teaching  her  some  valuable  lessons. 
She  early  began  to  keep  all  his  accounts,  and  contin- 
ued to  act  as  his  agent  for  many  years.  Another 
noticeable  feature  of  this  introduction  into  active  life 
is,  that  it  gave  her  great  insight  into  the  characters 
and  ways  of  the  Irish. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  "  Castle  Rackrent "  and  her 
other  imitable  sketches  of  Irish  life  could  have  been 
written  without  this  daily  observation  and  study  of 
the  peculiarities  of  the  people.  They  are  studies 
from  life,  and  that  makes  their  merit. 

Many  years  after  this  time,  when  Maria  was  de- 
scribiug  some  of  her  methods  of  working  to  a  gentle- 
man who  asked  her  how  she  planned  her  novels,  she 
spoke  of  seeing  among  other  strange  characters,  the 
"King  of  Connemara,"  —  first  known  by  that  and 
another  cognomen,  ^^  ffairtrigger  Dick,"  —  Richard 
Martin,  a  noted  land-owner  of  Connemara,  who 
fought  more  duels  than  any  man  of  his  day  there- 
abouts ;  and,  when  he  brought  a  bill  into  Parliament 
for  preventing  cruelty  to  animals,  his  nickname  was 
changed  to  "  Humanity  Martin." 

She  took  some  of  this  man's  imperious  ways  and 
strange  eccentricities  to  buUd  King  Corny  on,  in  the 
story  of  "  Ormond."  She  says  of  this  man,  that  he 
was  a  contemporary  of  her  father's ;  and  "  too^  besides^ 
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I  once  saw  him,  and  remember  my  blood  crept  slow, 
and  my  breath  waa  held,  when  he  first  came  into  the 
room ; "  and,  though  he  waa  "  a  pale  little  insignifi- 
canMooking  mortal,"  the  strange  atoriesher  father 
had  told  her  of  him  stirred  her  fertile  imagination. 
She  says  in  another  place,  that  she  saw  the  original 
of  "  Tkady"  in  "  Castlo  Rackrent."  when  she  first 
came  to  Ireland ;  and  later  on  we  shall  see  bow  the 
old  man's  ways  and  cliaracter  struuk  her,  and  the 
story  all  came  into  her  mind. 

Mr.  Edgewurth  began  his  improvements  at  home, 
where  they  were  much  needed,  Maria  says  of  the 
house  at  Edgeworthstown  when  they  arrived  there, 
that,  on  her  father's  visit  with  Mrs.  Honom  Edge- 
worth,  it  "  was  a  tolerably  good,  old-fashion<id  maa- 
Bioii ;  but  when  he  returned  to  it  now  with  se\-«o 
children,  aud  considered  it  with  a  view  to  its  being 
the  residence  of  a  large  family,  he  felt  its  many  in- 
conveniences. It  had  been  built  in  my  grandfather's 
time,  in  a  bad  situation,  for  the  sake  of  preserving 
one  cliiuiuey  that  had  remained  of  the  former  edifice. 
To  this  old  chimney  the  new  house  was  sacrificed, 
—  to  tbis,  and  to  the  fancy,  formerly  fasliionable,  of 
seeiitg  tlirough  a  number  of  door»  a  tuiu  of  apart- 
ments. To  gratify  this  fancy,  it  was  made  a  slice 
of  a  house,  all  front,  with  rooms  opening  into  each 
other  througli  its  whole  length,  without  any  inter- 
vention of  pasMago ;  all  the  rooms  small  and  gloomy, 
with  diirk  wainscots,  heavy  cornices,  little  windows, 
corner  ehininoys.  and  a  staircase  taking  up  half 
the  house,  to  the  destruction  of  the  upper  story. 
In  uhijrt,   a   more   hopeless   caso   for   an   urchitec 
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I  for  a  master  of  a  large  family,  could  scarcely 


Time  and  prndence,  however,  with  the  mechanicBl 

late  of  Mr.  Edgeworth,  made  things  gradiisiUy  right ; 

ltd  iu  the  coarse  of  a  foir  years,  hy  doing  somcthiiig 

kch   year.  Edge  worths  town   house  was   as  coiiimo- 

tooos  and  pleasant  a  home  as  the  heart  could  desire. 

E  grounda  and  gardens  also  needed  attention ;  and 

►tiie  very  day  of  Mr.  Edgeworth's  arrival  he  si.t  to 

xtrlcand  continued  pei*everingly,  fencing,  draining, 

rvelliijg,  planting;  though  he  knew  that  all  he  was 

bing  could  not  Bhow  for  years." 

In  this  caniful  way  of  never  going  on  too  fast  for 

I  inootuo,  Mr.  Edgeworth  gave  hijnself  plenty  to 

.  anil  yet  escaped  the  errors  of  many  of  the  Irish 

Mtrj'.  who  either  huilt  superb  mansions  which  in- 

alved   tlwai   bi   deht  and    distress,   or   planned   a 

>,  built  offices  to  suit,  then  turned  stable  and 

icli-hcmw  into  their  dwelling-house,"  "  leaving  tlie 

to   fate    and   to   tlieir  sons."     Mr.  Edgeworlh 

V«ainf  his  own  agent,  with  Maria's  help,  and  imd 

DO  dealings   with   middlemen,  always   the   curse  of 

Irehuid.     He  was  a  very  just  landlord,  and  abolished 

majiy  oppressive   restrictions.     He  was   one  of  the 

int  Irirth  tandlords  to  give  up  the  "  petty,  oppreswive 

.if  duty-work."     He  always  left  a  year's  rent 

-imnt'it  hands;  this  being  more  than  the  hanff- 

<if  kix  months,  which  many  landlords  would 

'~'-\  ■  \  i-n  allow.     In  UU  selection  of  tenants  he  made 

ao  •liitincliou  as  to  religion  or  nationality,  between 

C«U>oIti:  or  Protectant,  or  Celt  and  Saxou. 

llaria  frroto  of  Lis  management,  — 
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"As  sooD  aa  my  fat.her  returned  to  Edgeworthsti 
he  began  to  receive  hia  renla  without  the  interveDtion 
agent  or  sub-agent.  On  most  Irish  estates  there  is,  or 
there  was,  a  sort  of  poreonage  commonly  callcJ  a  driivr, 
—  a  [lersoii  who  drives  and  imjwunds  cattle  for  rent  and 
arreuni.  Such  persons,  being  often  ill  clioaen.  and  of  the 
lowest  liabilB,  as  well  as  of  the  lowest  order,  misuse  tUeir 
authority ;  and  frequently,  unfaithful  to  the  landlonl.  as 
well  OS  harassing  to  the  tenant,  sell  the  interest  of 
employer  for  glasses  of  whiskey ;  and  finish  by  ruuut 
away  with  money,  wliich  they  have  received  on  uccouiU, 
by  extortion  from  tenants.  Tiiese  driiiers  are,  alas !  from 
time  to  time  too  necessary  in  collecting  Irish  n^ts.  )Iy 
father  rendered  this  petty  tj-rant'a  authority  as  brief  aa 
possible.  '  Go  before  Mr.  Edgeworth,  and  you  will  surely 
get  justice,'  was  the  saying  of  the  neighborhood.  Besides 
relying  on  his  justice,  they  felt  with  all  the  warmth  of  their 
warm  hearts  his  eagerness  to  exert  himself  in  the  caiu« 
of  the  injured  or  oppressed.  The  Irish  are  more  attached 
by  what  touches  their  hearts  than  by  what  ouneems  their 
interests ;  and  those  who  find  their  way  to  their  hearla 
have  the  best  chance  —  I  might  any  those  only  have  any 
chance  —  of  so  far  getting  at  Uieir  hea<U  as  to  mako 
them  understand  tlieir  true  interests,  or  to  cure  them  of 
any  of  their  faults  or  bad  habits." 

Miss  Edgewortli  herself  says  of  the  manner  in 
which  she  must  have  acquired  much  business  knowl- 
edge, besides  storing  materials,  m  it  has  been  said, 
for  her  studies  of  Irish  life  and  character,  — 

'•  Some  men  liw  with  their  families  witiout  letting  them 
know  their  affairs,  and,  however  great  may  be  tlicir  affeo- 
lion  and  esteem  for  their  wives  and  children,  think  that 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with  business.     This  was  not  my 
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r's  wAy  of  Ihinkiug.     On  the  contrary,  not  only  liis 

tite.  but  Itia   rliiUlrea,  knew  all  his  nffuirs.     Whatever 

s  be  luw)  to  ilo  \raa  (lone  in  tlie  miilst  of  his  fuinlly, 

ally  )a  Uie  conunou  sittiDg-room  :  so  Limt  we  were  tiiti- 

utf  ly  tu^uxiuUt],  uut  only  with  his  general  prirK-ii'k'a  of 

tduct,  but  witli  llu!  minute  detuUa  of  their  i-vcry-day 

■p|>lictUJoii.     [  furtticr  enjoyed  some  peouliar  advautagea : 

I  kiivlly  wished  to  give  me  habits  of  business ;  and  for 

B  pufiXHc  allowed  me.  during  many  Vi'ara.  to  Assist  him 

I  oopying  hid  lotlers  of   bueiuess,  and 'in  recciviug   his 


ThU  apparently  tedious  and  drudging  occupation 

nlwruys  declared  slie  enjoyed,  as  a.  change  from 

Btlwr  worlc,  and   she   showed   great   acutenesa   and 

jrtittidc  for  Jt.     Tears  after,  she  took  upon  herself 

e  manag^mcut  of  her  brother  Lovell's  affairs  during 
t  period  of  distress  for  Irish  landlords,  and  uuder 
her  managemenl  brought  oider  out  of  chaos. 

In  the  year  1782  Mr.  Edgeworth  proposed  to 
Mmria.  after  tliey  were  domesticated  in  their  home, 
to  prvparo  a  translation  of  Mme.  de  Genlis's  '*  Adfile 
K  Th^cidorc."  He  merely  proposed  it  as  a  useful 
un-upatinu  for  her  leisure  hours  of  study.  But, 
aflrr  aIid  had  mode  some  progress  in  in  it,  they 
tbftuijht  of  publishing  it ;  and  io  December,  her 
fctWr  irrolw  hi-r  from  Dublin,  with  the  corrections 
of  h«r  tnanuitcnpts.  She  had  completed  oao  volume 
vbeu  HolcToft's  translation  appeared.  Neither  she 
■or  hi-r  father  regretted  the  time  spent  on  this  vol- 
nme,  afi  it  gave  her  ready  choice  of  words,  and  that 
einUeat  pmctici!  in  writing  which  Ininslation  or 
•Struct  frum  others'  work  always  aiTords  the  jouug. 
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Mr.  Day,  who  had  a  horror  of  feniale  authors  aq 
their  writings,  was  highly  disgusted  at  Maria's  hiiviii 
even  translated  a  work  on  education  from  the  F 
and  wrote  to  congratulate  Mr.  Edgewnrth  when 
publication  was  prevented.  It  was  from  the  n 
lection  of  his  arguments  against  women's  wriUni 
and  of  her  father's  answer,  Miss  Edgewortli  state 
that  "  l^etters  for  Literary  Ladies "  were  writta 
nearly  ten  yeafs  after. 

"  Tbey  were  not  published,  nor  wns  any  thing  of 
pulilistied,  till  some  time  aflerJlr.  Day's  death  (in  11 
Though  sensible  that  there  was  much  prejiidire  loised  i 
with  his  reasons,  yet  deference  for  his  friend's  JDilgme 
prevailed  with  my  father,  and  made  him  dreiul  for  I 
dauglitcr  the  name  of  authoress." 

Maria   wrot«    much    during    this    time.     Essaj 
plays,  a»d  little  stories  occupied  her  leisure. 

At  this  time  those  who  knew  Maria  best  say  ti 
"was  reserved  in  manner,  and  little  inclined  to 
verse.     To  those  who  knew  her  in  after-years,  with 
all  her  brilliaDt  wit,  in  the  company  of  the  iirst-rate 
talkers    of   French    and    English   society,   and 
never-falling  cheerfulness  and  flow  of  cunvemal 
at  home,  this  unwillingness  to  speak  seems  incrcdil 
She  was,  however,  then  in  weak  health,  and 
great  powers  which  were   unvalued  by  the  yoi 
and  gay   of  ordinary  society.     She  knew  that 
father  appreciated   these  powers,  and  she  was  con- 
tented with  his  approbation.     She  had  been  taken 
notice  of  by  his  friend  Lady  Holte,  while  in  England, 
and  thus  eariy  learned  to  admire  high-bred  nmnnei 
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nd  higb  principles  formed  with  Icnowleflge  nf  the 
irorid." 

Maria  writea  of  this  period  of  ber  life,  "  As  to 
ciety.  We  had  at  this  time  but  little,  except  with 
><ini  Granard's  family  at  Cftstle  Forbes,  and  with 
i  Pakeiilmins  at  PsikeDbBtn  Hall,  the  residence  of 
Longfurd.  The  connection  and  friendship 
Ivbtch  had  lung  subsisted  between  the  Pakenham 
nily  and  ours,"  was  mentioned,  she  says,  by  Air. 
leworUi  in  his  nnrrative.  Hud  he  continued  that 
EDtitr  after  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  would  have 
spcilceit  of  tlie  strong  "regard  he  felt  for  Admiml 
Lord  Longford,"  whose  son  (the  inheritor  of  the 
titlej  waa  then  living  at  home  with  his  family,  after 
tbt  tt^nninalion  of  the  French  and  American  war. 
I^y  Liiugford,  the  wife  of  this  earl,  was  a  ch;irra- 
ng  woroau.  And  Ihe'  Dowager  Lady  Longfurd  was 
a  wtiinau  of  unusual  vigor  of  mind,  "a  woman  of 
gnsit  wiL  and  for  her  day  of  extraordinary  knowl- 
edge and  literature."  She  was  the  lady,  who.  in 
•wly  j-cars,  imspired  Mr.  Edgeworth  with  a  love  of 
hooks,  and  drow  biit  mind  from  an  inordinate  love 
nf  fi«ld-)^rt^. 

Liitd  Ixitigford  was  one  of  her  fi^ther's  dearest 
fneods,  —  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  with  a  frank- 
I  and  charm  of  manner  which  was  most  ntlrac- 
Lady  Longford  was  a  woman  of  romauljc, 
latlrasiaiitii;  natore ;  and  among  the  children  of  this 
fctailr  was  the  future  Duchess  of  Wellington,  known 
toall  her  relatives  as  "Kitty  Pakenham."  and  "Ad- 
■ind  Pakenham.  with  his  inexhaustible  wit  and 
pfwTwts  friendship,  who,  in  his  careless  dress  and 
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jovial  manners,  still  looked  and  was  every  inch  a 
gentleman,  —  these  were  all,  not  merely  figures  mov- 
ing before  Maria,  as  in  the  raree  show  of  London 
society,  but  understood  in  the  intimacy  of  domestic 
life :  so  that,  though  her  girlhood  was  passed  with- 
out ever  being  in  what  is  called  the  *  world,'  her 
ideas  were  gradually  expanding,  and  her  insight 
into  charjicter  constantly  increasing." 

Pakenham  Hall  was  a  delightful  home  to  visit  at ; 
and  there  she  met  Mrs.  Greville,  —  the  mother  of 
Lady  Crewe,  and  author  of  the  ode  to  "IndiflFer- 
ence," — and  many  people  distinguished  in  the  world 
of  politics  and  literature. 

Maria  writes,  — 

"But  Pakenham  Ilall  was  twelve  miles  distant  from 
us,  in  the  adjoiniug  county  of  *\Vestmoath.  There  was 
a  vast  Sorl)oniau  bog  Ijetween  us ;  with  a  bad  road,  an 
awkward  fence,  and  a  country  so  frightful,  and  so  over- 
run with  ycllow-wi'ods,  that  it  was  aptly  called  b}'  Mrs. 
Greville  '  the  Yellow  Dwarf's  country.' 

'^Castle  Forbes,  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of  Granard, 
was  more  within  our  reach  than  Pakenham  Hall.  There 
the  society  was  various  and  very  agreeable,  especially 
when  Lady  (^ranard's  mother  (the  late  Lady  Moira) 
was  in  the  country.  Lady  Moira  was  a  pereouage 
of  greiit  influence  in  Ireland :  she  held  somewhat  of 
a  court  at  !Moira  House,  Dublin,  which  was  the  resort 
of  the  witty  and  the  wise  of  the  day ;  and  this  lady, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Lady  Huntingdon  (the  friend 
of  Wesley  and  Whitcfield),  had  seen  a  strange  sort 
of  society,  and  learned  much  not  usual  in  people  of  her 
rank." 
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MarU  Wfts  ao  hnppy  as  to  attract  the  attention 

lad  approral  of  tlus  lady ;  and  her  conversation  was 

j  TMT  beneficial  to  her,  for  ehe  talked  with  tlie  shy 

rjroiuig  girl   "as   one   who   could   understand   her." 

■Sbe  aays  of  her,  — 

'  Lad;  Moira's  taste  for  literature,  general  knowledge, 
aA  great  conversational  talents,  drew  round  her  cultl- 
I  nod  distiDguisheil  persons:  but  it  was  her  noble, 
fljtiriietl  olmraeter  wliicb  struck  my  father  still  more 
r  MX]uhviiieots  and  abilities. 

:  WHS  gralilli.-<l  by  tlic  maiinei'  in  wLich  she  first 

pti  and  distinguished  his  d.inghler,  and  grateful 

I  fricDdaliip  witL  which  Lady  Moira  booored  her 


.  Edgeworth  was  very  fond  of  an  argument; 

1  cmce.  when  he  and  Lady  Moira  had  had  a  long 

lent  on  genius  and  education,  Lord  Grauard 

I  it  wittily  by  tmying,  "  A  pig  may  be  made  to 

,  bat  tie  lias  a  bad  mouth  for  it."     Maria 

■)«.— 

"In  oor  more  immediate  neigbl»riioo<l.  we  at  tbie  time 

need  an  acquaintauee  witb  a  friemily  and  (.-ultivated 

y  of  Uie  name  of  Brooke.     Tbe  father,  an  old.  well- 

i  clergyman,  was  nearly  related  to  tlie  iir.  Brooke 

u  wKHe  Uie  wlt-bmlcd  novel  of  '  Tbe  Fool  of  Qnalilj,' 

»!  Ibr  tnmwly  of 'Gostavus  Vasa."  .  .  . 

*'  Cuosidi-riDg  the  state  of  society  in  Ireland   at  the 

'  wblcb   I   am   DOW   writing,  my  father  may  be 

mate  in  finding  in  a  remote  place  such 

In  general,  formal,  large  dinners  and  long 

;  the  onlerof  tlie  day  and  ui^Ut.     I'be  fasb- 
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ion  for  HterBture  hail  not  coimuenced,  and  poople  i 
shuiin(.-(1  tban  courU-d  the  acquainlance  of  tliost:  vrliu  ti 
suspected  to  LavL-  literary  taste  or  taleato." 

Mr.  Edgewofth  was  an  excellent  honteman,  t 
always  said  "  lie  could  tliink,  invent,  and  conip< 
better  on  liorsebuck  tlian  anywhere  elae;"  and  .1 
many  years  Maria  enjoyed  her  rides  with  her  falhei 
for  his  perfect  control  of  his  own  horse  gave 
ease  and  confidence,  and  many  pleasant  hours  wei 
passed  in  the  saddle. 

In  the  year  1789  Mr.  Day's  sudden  death  dppri« 
Mr.  Edgeworth  and  Maria  of  a  warm  friend.  He 
was  her  father's  earliest  friend ;  and,  tho\igh  full  of 
foibles  and  eccentricities,  he  had  a  fine  ntind  and  re- 
markable powers.  "  There  could  be  no  second  Mr. 
Day  "  for  them.  His  loss  was  irreparable,  and  his 
place  in  their  regard  and  esteem  was  never  filled. 

Mr.  Day  had  left  his  library  and  his  mathematio 
instruments  to  Mr.  Edgeworth  by  his  last  will ; 
at  his  death  this  will  could  not  be  found,  and  i 
earlier  one  of  1780,  which  did  not  name  Mr.  Eii\ 
worth,  was  the  only  one  which  appeared  erta 
Mrs.  Day,  who  valued  tlie  friendship  of  Mr.  Edga- 
worth,  and  said  of  him,  that  she  considered  him  "  the 
most  purely  disinterested  and  proudly  independent 
of  Mr.  Day's  friends,"  oifered  him  the  opportunj 
of  naming  any  legacy  her  husband  might  have  i 
tioned  to  him.     He  only  asked,  and  received,  s 
old  mathematical  instruments  endeared  to  him  I 
associations  with  his  friend. 

Mr.  Day,  it  will  perhaps  be  rempmhered,  lost  J 
life  in  attempting  to  train  a  young  colt.     As  he  ( 
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lot  kpprove  of  the  usual  rough  method  of  "breaking" 

nnr»,  hu  undertook  to  manage  this  colt  in  a  diflV-p- 

ut  way.     The  animal,  becoming  startled,  plunged 

1  throw  him.     "  He  had  a  concussion  of  tlie  brain, 

ie*er  8|>oke  after  his  fall,  and  in  less  than  quarter 

ttJuiur  expired!"     Mrs.  Day,  who  survived  her 

1  only  two  years,  was  so  inconsolable   that 

)ok  to  her  bed ;  where  she  remained  much  of 

I,  in  spite  of  a  most  philosophical  letter  from 

tfr.  Kdgeworth,  who  argued  out  a  case  from  his  own 

midpoint,  and  naturally  fancied  others  of  as  an 

utic  a  temperament  as  his  own. 

Maria  itaid  of  Mr.  Day,  — 


'  Ii  U  remarknhlf^  that  Mr.  Day'a  fame  with  posterity 
will  protiaMy  n«t  solely  iipoQ  those  works  which  he  con- 
sklercd  u  nifist  [lerUhable.  lie  valueil,  in  prcfcieiite  to 
Ida  utbiT  writin)i;s.  certain  political  trncta ;  but  these, 
tbnogti  flucly  written,  full  of  manly  spirit  and  classic  elo- 
ifnrDiv,  bave  passed  away,  and  are  heonl  of  no  more. 
While  bis  Uialory  of  '  Sand  ford  and  Mertou.'  aud  even 
Uie  tiny  story  of  'Little  Jack,'  are  atill  jxipular.  'For 
the  aamv  reajion,  because  true  to  uature  aa<J  to  genuine 
faHiag.  hi»  [toeni  of  "  The  Dying  Negro  "  will  last  as  long 
m  manly  and  U>ucvolcDt  hearts  exist  in  England.'  " 

Miw  Seward  says  that  "  The  Dying  Negro"  waa 
the  first  ftrticlfl  in  prose  or  verse  on  the  wrongs  of 
iLe  negro.  She  notes  this,  because  Cowper  claims  in 
1  letter  to  be  the  first  poet  who  "  publicly  stigma- 
tittd  aor  slavo-tnide."  Mr.  Day's  poem  appeared  in 
1770,  years  before  Cowper  published  at  all ;  aud  it 
ito  gencnilly  Ivad  aud  admired.     Id  Miss  Seward's 
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panegjrric  of  Mr.  Dewes,  she  irrote  in  179S  to  1 
Powys,  "he  had  the  bestowhig  spirit  of  Mr. 
without  its  acrimonj;   the  politeness  of  Mr.  h 
worth,  without  liis  insincerity." 

lu  Leigh  Hunt's  autobiography  he  saya,  — 

"The  pool  of  mercenary  and  time-aerring  ethics  i 
first  i'lown  over  by  the  fresh  country  breeze  of  Mr.  ] 
'Saiidford  and  Merlon.'  —  u  production  wliich  I  wcJI  i 
member  and  shall  ever  be  grateful  to." 

A  new  blow  was  approaching  Mr.  Edgcworl 
Mrs.  Honora  Edgeworth  left  one  daughter,  at  tliia 
time  a  lovely  girl  of  about  fifteen.  This  young  girl 
inherited  her  mother's  rare  beauty,  intelligence,  and 
delicacy  of  constitution.  Her  health  began  to  &il 
very  rapidly.  Her  father  wrote  to  Mrs.  Day  after 
her  husband's  death,  — 


"  The  losa  of  my  beat  friend  must  be  followed  by 
loss  of  my  most  excellent  daughter  Honora.  Her  ript-L 
beauty,  her  cheerful,  serene  temper,  uocommon  un<!leN 
standing,  all  the  hopes  of  her  family, —  by  all  of  whom  she 
is  wlmireil  and  adored,  — the  exiwclations  of  all  who  hare 
ever  seen  her,  must  now  be  blasted.  Tlie  hand  of  heredi- 
tary disease  is  upon  her,  which  must  soon  be  iocvilaWy 
followed  by  the  hand  of  death.  With  the  same  fortitude 
which  her  incomparable  mother  possessed,  she  bears 
present,  and  prepares  for  the  future." 

She  died  in  February,  1790.  One  observer  e 
she  was  "  dazzling  "  in  beauty.  Dr.  Darwin,  in  \ 
ing  Mr.  Edgeworth  after  her  death,  alludes  as  1 
lows  to  Honora :  — 
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"  I  xrcn  eondole  with  yow  on  your  late  loss,  I  know 
facr«  to  fetil  Tor  yonr  misfortune.  Tlic?  little  tale  you  Beut 
DK  ti  a  prwligy,  written  by  §o  young  a  iwrson,  with  such 
d^itDce  or  imagination." 

This  tale  of  which  he  speaks  wiis  "Rivuletta,"  a 
tMiry  fttorj  written  by  Honora;  and  the  reader  will 
find  it  printed  in  "  Early  Lessons,"  by  Maria.  Antia 
Sewanl  tbouku  Mrs.  Powys  for  this  tale,  ajsks  if  "it 
be  A  translatiMii  oi  no,  as  it  aays  at  the  end,  *  Extract 
I  Lavater.'" 

AA«r  the  death  of  Ilooora,  Mr.  Edgeworth  went 
1  BUiJt  Ca«tle  to  visit  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ruxtou,  who 
s  endeared  to  him  by  all  the  associations  of  early 
mth.  and  her  own  charms  of  disposition.  Mr.  Rux- 
I  hod  rather  a  grave  and  reserved  manner,  but  a 
I  heart  and  a  teen  enjoyment  of  humor.  He 
'ielighted  in  Maria's  company.  Several  of  their 
ehihlren  died  young :  Richard,  Sophy,  and  Margaret 
Were  Maria's  life-long  friends.  Black  Cattle  was 
within  a  few  hours'  drive  of  Edgeworthstown,  and  a 
Tikit  to  her  aunt  was  one  of  Maria's  great  pleasures. 
Un.  RuxioD  was  a  wonuin  of  mt  and  vivacity  and 
•troog  affections.  Her  grace  and  charm  of  manner 
Were  »uih  that  a  gentleman  once  said  of  her,  "  If  I 
wen?  to  see  Mrs.  Buxton  sitting  in  rags  on  the  door- 
fl.p,  1  should  gay  'Madam'  to  her." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Maria's  Method  of  Work.  — She  joins  her  Father  and  Mother  in 
England.  —  Ldfe  at  Clifton.— Dr.  Darwin.  — Mr.  Edgeworth 
meets  old  Friends.  —  Maria  visits  Friends. —Dr.  Beddoes. — 
Return  to  Ireland. — Disturbances  in  Ireland.  —  The  "  Freeman 
Family."  — <*  Letters  for  Literary  Ladies." —  **  Practical  Edaca> 
tion. ' *  —  Continued  Disturbances.  —  "  Parent's  Assistant.'  *  —  At 
Work  on  "Practical  Education."  — "Moral  Tales." —Death  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Edgeworth.  —  Friendship  formed  with  the  Bean- 
fort  Family.  —  Mr.  Edgeworth  marries  Miss  Beaufort. 

In  January,  1791,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgeworth  went 
to  England,  leaving  Maria  in  charge  of  the  house 
and  tlie  children. 

The  first  story  Maria  wrote  after  that  on  "  Gener- 
osity," was  ''  The  Bracelets : "  some  of  the  tales  now 
in  ''  Parent's  Assistant "  followed.  "  Dog  Trusty,'* 
and  "  Tlie  Honest  Boy  and  the  Thief,"  were  written 
at  this  time.  She  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  them 
out  on  a  slate,  and  reading  them  to  her  sisters :  if 
they  approved,  she  copied  them.  At  the  period  we 
are  considering,  she  was  twenty-four  years  old,  but 
rather  timid  and  doubtful  of  her  powers.  Her  writ- 
ing for  children  was  the  natural  outgrowth  of  a 
practical  study  of  their  wants  and  fancies ;  and  her 
constant  care  of  the  younger  children  gave  her  ex- 
actly tlie  opportunity  required  to  observe  the  devel- 
opment of  mind  incident  to  the  age  and  capacity 
of  several  little  brothers  and  sisters. 
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She  herself  saya  of  her  manner  of  writing  her 
itori«,— 

"  ffbenever  1  Lhonght  of  writing  any  tiling,  1  iilwuys 
(oU  my  ftttber  my  first  rough  plnus  ;  and  always,  with  the 
tatiiKt  of  a  good  critic,  he  used  to  fis  immediately  upon 
t^  which  wuuld  best  answer  the  purjKOt-.  '  Sl-etch  that 
mi  t^oK  it  to  me.'  These  words,  from  the  es|)erienee 
of  bw  ugndty,  never  fnited  to  inspire  ni(^  with  hope 
tg  ■Qoceas.  It  wae  then  sketched.  Sometimes,  when  I 
WW  food  of  a  particular  part,  1  used  to  dilate  on  it  in 
llbt  Aki^tch ;  hut  lo  thia  he  always  objected.  '  1  don't 
want  any  of  your  painting  —  none  of  your  drajiery :  I 
nn  iiRa^ae  aJl  that ;  let  me  see  the  bare  skeleton-'  " 

She  Bays,  "Though  publication  was  out  of  our 
ibnushts,  a&  sulijects  occurred,  niiiny  essays  and  tnlet) 
w*ie  written  for  private  amusement."  For  eeverul 
yvan  Maria  wrote  in  this  way  for  the  amusement 
Bud  U54.'  wf  tJie  famiJy.  Her  father  "would  sorae- 
tiiBe*  lulvtse  roe,"  she  adds,  "  to  lay  by  what  was 
imp  for  several  months,  and  ttim  my  mind  to  some- 
thini;  i-1>«.  that  we  might  look  back  at  it  afterwai-da 
with  fresli  eyes," 

It  would  be  well  if  all  writers  could  restrain  their 
put  if  they  did  nut  blot,  —  which  Pope  calls  "the 
iMt  &t>d  greatest  art,"  —  waiting  till  time  should 
n|«n  tbftir  powers  and  not  do  as  so  many  modern 
nthor^  are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  —  furnish  the  |iub- 
lie  with  a  biMik  a  year.  Want  has  too  often  kept 
u  over-worked  brain  grinding  out  literary  produo- 
tiun*  which  ctmMtantly  lower  the  author's  reputation. 
V«  ntcogiiUe  this  fact  in  modem  times  by  the  iiife- 
tkiritf   iif  art^ruge   novelists'  later   works.     A  first 
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book  h  by  no  moans  the  certaiD  harbinger  of  a  n«w 
series.  It  may  be  the  only  story  worthy  of  reading 
which  its  writer  will  produce.  The  public  has  ruined 
many  of  its  story-tellers  by  urging  them  to  write  too 
much  for  their  own  fame  and  the  reader's  advantage. 
Maiia  made  a  visit  to  Black  Castle  while  her 
father  and  mother  were  at  Clifton.  She  left  the 
family  in  charge  of  a  friend  of  the  Sneyds  who 
was  at  Edgeworthstown,  —  Mrs.  Mary  Powys.  This 
lady  was  a  devoted  friend  of  Mrs.  Honora  Edge- 
worth  ;  and  to  her  she  addressed  the  last  iiot«  gbe 
wrote,  in  which  she  says  Mr.  Edgcworth —  ^H 

"  Like  a  kind  uDgel  wliispers  peace,  ^^M 

And  smooths  ttie  beil  ol  death."  ^^ 

After  Maria's  return  home,  her  father  sent  for  het 
to  join  him  at  Clifton,  bringing  the  younger  children. 
She  travelled  with  four  girls,  two  bo^'s,  and  servants 
from  Edgeworthstown  to  England.  This  rather 
large  party  of  little  people  arrived  in  safety  at  Clif- 
ton. The  landlady  at  one  inn  on  the  way,  seeing 
60  many  nurses  and  little  people  get  out  of  the 
carriage,  and  the  quantity  of  baggage,  exclaimed. 
"Haven't  you  brought  the  kitchen-grate  too  ?  "  Whea 
they  reached  their  destination,  a  package  of  guinens 
placed  in  one  of  the  trunks  was  found  to  he  light, 
and  the  friction  had  left  a  little  heap  of  gold-dust, 
In  1787,  when  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Edgeworth  was  recov- 
ering from  an  illness,  Mr.  Edgeworth  used  to  amuse 
the  assembled  family,  by  telling  a  story  of  the  Free- 
man family.  Tlie  next  day  Maria  wrote  down  from 
memory  what  he  had  tuld  them  the  previous  night. 
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At  riiflon  b«  continued  this  stoiy.  lu  the  course 
flf  time  she  again  worked  on  this ;  and,  with  many 
tJk>niti(Mitt  and  additions,  it  became  wliat  is  known 
u  "  I'atroniigB." 

The  health  «if  one  of  Mr.  Edgeworth'a  sons  kept 
the  family  at  Clifton  for  quite  a  time.  They  lived 
ihere  nearly  two  years.  Maria  says  of  her  father 
this  tiuie, — 

"Tliia  waa  the  first  time  I  had  ever  been  with  him 
■way  front  boi»e.  In  vrLut  is  called  fhe  world,  he  was  a. 
mokt  mtrrtniniug  giiido  niid  eornpuoioD.  His  oheerrntioiis 
ajHin  cUarictj^re,  bs  Ihey  revealed  thefnaelvcs  by  slight  cii^ 
citiiii4jitMv«,  were  amusing  and  just.  He  wua  a  good 
]vl<;e  of  mAUDets,  and  of  all  that  related  to  appearance, 
boUi  m  men  and  women.  ...  He  did  not  tike  these 
tvtt-yi^n'  rt«i()ence  nt  Clifton.  Tbe  mode  of  life  at  a 
vater-druikiu);  pluce  was  not  suited  to  him." 

The  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Edgeworth,  who  had  left 
tlw  navy,  and  settled  in  North  Carolina,  where  ho 
bud  married,  made  his  family  a  visit  during  their 
Kay  at  Clifton.  Maria  was  very  fond  of  him,  though 
ther  bad  never  seen  much  of  each  other.  ^Vfter  hia 
Ktnm  lo  America  she  wrote  regretting  it. 

The  family  n^newed  their  old  intimacies,  and  saw 
their  friends  in  England  easily,  as  Clifton  was  access- 
ible. Jhfaria  saw  many  of  her  fatlier's  old  frienda 
Jiiring  their  rcKidenco  in  England.  In  one  letter  she 
wTlt«,  with  evident  pride  and  pleasure,  tlmt  Dr.  liar- 
*  ri  -hii-«  paid  I»vtl!  Pier  brother]  a  very  handsome 
t  ■'  I  'iiiiunt  in  hi«  lin***  on  the  Itnrbcrini  Vuse,  ipi  the 
nr-;  i..»rl  of  'TIte  Botanic  Garden'  which  my  father 
h«t  ju»l  jjot."     These  aria  the  lines :  — 
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"  The  wuTior  Liberty,  »ith  beudiog  caila. 
Helmed  Uis  bold  course  to  fair  lllbeniia'a  voles; 
Firm  s«  he  slops  along  thp  shouting  lands, 
Lo  I  Tnitti  aud  Virtue  range  their  radiant  bonds ; 
Sad  SuiiersliLion  wails  lier  empire  torn, 
Art  plies  hi«  oar,  uid  ComiuerDi:  pours  her  huni." 

In  the  footnotes  to  the  same  work,  there  is  one 
describing  an  ingenious  Uttlo  automaton  matle  out 
(if  soft  fir- wood  by  Mr.  Edgeworth :  by  means  of  its 
contraction  and  expaniiion,  chuiiges  in  the  weather 
could  bo  calculated.  When  "  The  Botanic  Gardeo  " 
came  out,  Mr.  Edgeworlh  wrote  to  Dr.  Darwin,  — 

"To  have  my  name  in  a  note  to  your  work  is,  in  my 
o|>iuiou,  lo  havi;  it  immortal;  and,  as  Mrs.  Edgeworth 


'If  it's  allowed  to  poeto  to  divine, 
Ono-half  of  rouud  eternity  is  uitii&'  " 

Mr.  Edgeworth  did  not  consider  Dr.  Darwin's  idea 
of  poetry  a  correct  one,  —  that  it  should  ho  word- 
painting;  but,  when  he  found  that  ho  couhl  not 
influeace  him  as  to  his  theory  of  writing,  he  proposed 
subjects  to  him  which  he  thought  could  be  treated 
by  hiin  in  the  manner  he  preferred.  He  urged  Dr. 
Darwin  to  write  a  "  Cabinet  of  Gems."  Edgeworth 
wrote  him  that  Maria  Raid,  "  The  manner  in  wliich 
you  mention  your  friends  in  your  poem  shoivs  as 
much  generosity  as  your  subjects  show  genius." 
Maria  admired  Dr.  Darwin  very  much.  She  calls 
him  "the  common  friend  of  genius  and  goodneaSt 
which  he  had  the  happy  talent  of  discovering, 
attracting,  and   attaching."      She   mentions   one  of 
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I  Kayings:  "A  fool  you  know,  Mr,  Edgewnrth,  is  a 
M  who  never  tried  au  experiment  in  \m  life." 
Dr.  Darwin  lia«],  some  years  earlier  (in  1781}, 
married  a  young,  rich,  and  lovely  widow.'  who 
Iliii«il  biui  to  (luit  Lichfield,  and  settle  at  Derby." 
Edgeworth  nsited  Dr.  Darwin  during  Iiis  stay 
t  Clifton.    Maria  wrote  of  one  occasion  :  — 

"  Uy  father  has  jiist  retnrned  from  Dr.  DarwiD's, 
efc  bu  ba*  l»cen  for  nearly  three  weeks.  They  were 
Wmely  kind,  and  pressed  him  verj-  much  to  Uifce  a 
■c  in  ur  Dear  Derby  for  the  auminer.  He  hns  IxieD,  as 
.  Darwiu  expreases  it,  '  breathing  the  breath  of  life 
9  lite  bnuen  lungs  of  a  clock,'  nhicb  he  had  made  at 
giirortlisto«ii  as  a  present  for  him.  He  saw  the  Grat 
t  of  Dr.  Darwin'a  'Botanic  Garden:'  nine  hundred 
mis  was  what  his  bookseller  gave  him  for  tlie  nhole  1 

Lis  rptnm  from  Derby,  my  father  spent  a  day  with 
.  Keir,  the  great  cliemist,  at  Binninghatn.  He  wss 
airing  to  htm  of  the  lute  discovery  of  fulminating  sil- 
.  with  wbieh  I  suppose  your  ladyship  is  well  acquainted, 
ogti  it  iic  new  to  Henry  and  me.  A  lady  and  gentle- 
n  wmt  Into  a  luboratoiy  where  a  few  grains  of  fuimi- 
ite  silver  were  lying  in  a  mortar.    The  genltemau,  aa 

wu  talking,  happeueil  to  stir  it  with  the  end  of  his 
»,  vLioh  wiut  tippi^l  with  iron.  The  fulminating  silver 
ploded  instanlly,  nod  blew  the  lady,  the  gentleman,  and 
>  wlii>le  laboratory  to  pieces  I  Take  care  liow  yon  go 
o  bJjoratories  with  gentlemen,  unless  tlicy  are  like  Sir 
oat,  aliillMl  in  the  'nice  conduct'  of  their  canes." 

••Sir  Plume,  of  wnlwr  annff-hoi  juslly  vain, 
JLnd  lJ>e  ui<«  conduct  of  a  cioutled  eaiie." 

)  Mn.  l\>le  of  Reilbum. 
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In  another  letter  written  aLout  this  time,  Maria 
speaks  of  the  '"Romance  of  the  Forest.'  U  baa 
been  the  fasliionable  novel  here,  everjLody  read  and 
talked  of  it.  We  were  much  interested  in  some 
purta  of  it.  It  ia  something  in  the  style  of  the 
'Castle  of  OtrantQj'  and  the  liorriljle  parls  we 
thought  well  worked  up;  but  it  is  very  lUfficult 
to  keep  horror,  breathless,  with  his  mouth  oiwn, 
through  three  volumes." 

Mr.  Edgewortli  renewed  his  early  iutimacy  with 
Watts,  Keir  of  Birmiugham,  the  biographer  of  Mr. 
Day,  and  Wedgwood  of  Etruria.  Besides  seeing 
old  friends  whom  he  visited,  he  went  often  to  Loi 
don,  nnd  saw  his  scientific  friends  there.  Dr.  , 
win  at  this  time  made  him  acquainted  with  "tm 
genious,  iudcfafigable,  and  benevolent  Mr,  Willi 
Strutt  of  Derby,"  at  whoso  house  the  family  oftOB 
enjoyed  much  hospitality  when  they  visited  England. 
While  he  was  making  new  friends,  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  sudden  illness  of  Lord  I^ngford ;  but,  bi 
fore  he  could  return  to  Ireland  to  see  him,  news  ci 
that  he  was  no  more.    He  was  a  great  loss  to  iuau. 

Mana  made  a  very  pleasant  visit  to  a  foi 
Bohool  friend,  Mrs.  Charles  Iloare  (Miss  Ilobinson), 
in  October,  1792.  She  had  been  a  correspondent  of 
hers,  and  she  enjoyed  much  seeing  her  again  at  her 
pleasant  home  in  Roehampton.  Mrs.  Hoare  liod 
travelled  much,  and  Maria  listened  with  interest  to 
her  description  of  foreign  scenes.  She  ■vvrote  lo  her 
cousin.  Miss  Sophy  Ruston,  of  this  visit,  that  &he 
had  notes  half  nibbed  out  in  her  poi'ket-book,  "  So- 
phy, slave-sbip ;    Sophy,  rope-walk ;    Sophy,  marine 
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•id ;  Sophj,  earthquake  ;  Sophy,  glass  house," — 
I  tfacM!  iUints  (if  information  being  intended  f»r  her 
»u<»iu't>  benefit,  when  next  they  met.  Mra.  Iloaie's 
nvnptjiins  of  Lisbon  and  the  sands  of  the  Tu^us, 
c,  hud  furniidicd  Muria  n-itli  niiicli  food  fur 
lou^it.  A  vifil  to  London  was  made  from  Roe- 
itntiton,  anil  tlience  she  went  to  viait  Mrs.   I'owys. 

>  Juir,  1738,  Anna  Edgeworth  was  engaged  to  I->r. 
b»m3.'4  Heddoes.  Maria  was  much  interested  in 
tin  engageini-nt.  Anna  was  her  youngest  own  sis- 
r.     She  says,  — 

••  While  we  resided  at  Clifton  we  beeame  acqiiiiinted 
itb  the  celebrated  Dr.  Beddoe§.'  and  it  is  remarkable 
»t  tbU  acqnaiutance  was  in  consequence  of  tlie  doctor's 
v*t  admiratiiin  for  llie  eharaeler  of  Mr.  Day.  Tliis  liad 
^i>cnl  Ur.  IWildoes  to  seek  the  aequaiotunce  of  Mrs. 
tj  and  of  tier  Triend  Mr.  Kcir.  When  Dr.  Brddof-a 
nr  to  Clifton,  with  the  view  of  settling  oa  a  physid.in, 
J.  Keir  gave  him  a  letl«r  of  introduetion  to  my  falljer, 
bo  was,  I  lielieve.  his  first  acquaintance  there.  My 
tia-r  admired  his  ahlUties,  was  eager  to  cuhivate  hi» 
riety;  uid,  this  iatimacy  continuing  some  months,  he 
id  opportunil[i!s  of  assisting  in  ostnbtishing  the  doctor 
:  Oittnp.  In  the  autumn  of  1793  we  heanl  that  dis- 
vbuien  wre  licgiuning  to  break  out  in  Ireland,  aud  my 
itfaer  tlionght  it  his  duty  to  return  there  immediately. 
m  prvfMuntions  for  leaving  Clifton  seemed  particularly 

>  pierv  and  alarm  Dr.  Bediloes.  During  the  summer's 
Bputlatancc  with  our  family,  lie  hail  become  strongly 
tlOidiiH  to  uacr  of  my  sisters,  — Anna.  He  bad  pcrmis- 
itm  to  follow  lu-r  in  llio  spring ;  and  they  were  mar- 
W  al  Enlgt-worlbstown,  on  the  17th  of  April.  1701." 
tbmtm  B«adn«,  ilUUnfulkbHl  iibrsictuu  uid  tLi-mlst.  noO-lSOtt. 
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In  Tmting  to  a  friend  of  her  sister  Anna'it  i 
parture,  Maria  tells  the  following  anecdote:  — 

"  Anna  waa  extremely  sorry  tlial  sbe  could  not  see  yon 
agaiu  before  slie  left  Jrelaoil :  but  you  will  soon  be  in  the 
flrtuie  kingdom  again  ;  and  tlial  is  one  great  point  gained, 
as  Kir.  Weaver,  a  travelling  aalronomieal  leeturer  who 
carried  the  univerae  aliout  in  a  Ijos.  told  us.  'Sir,' 
eaid  he  to  my  father,  '  wlien  you  look  at  a  map.  do  yon 
know  that  Ibe  east  is  always  on  your  right  hand,  and  the 
west  on  your  left?'  —  'Yes,'  replied  my  father,  with  a 
very  modest  look,  'I  lieliove  I  do.'  —  'Well.'suiil  the 
man  of  learning,  '  that's  one  great  point  gained.'  " 

November,  1793,  found  tlie  Edgeworths  again  St 
their  home  in  Ireland,  aiid  Maria  wrote  abont  this 
time,  "I  am  scratching  away  very  hard  at  the  'Freft* 
man  Family '('  Patronage ')." 

The  disturbances  iu  Ireland,  which  hastened  Mr. 
Edgeworth's  return  in  1793,  "did  not  at  first  appear 
formidable,"  says  Maria;  "though  we  were  occasion- 
ally alarmed  by  reports  of  outrages  committed  by 
Jleart-i'f-uak  Boi/a  and  Dvfendcra  iji  distant  counties ; 
and  thongh  in  our  own  there  were  some  nightly 
marauders,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  our  neighborhood 
OODtiuued  tolerably  quiet."  Rumors  of  a  French 
invasion  ooutiuued  to  stir  up  disaffection  and  en- 
oouriige  these  people.  Itnt  after  a  time  nffairs 
became  more  settled,  and  the  arts  of  peace  Qou> 
ished  at  Edgeworthstown ;  though  tha  services  of 
Mr.  Edgeworth  as  justice  were  in  active  requisition 
for  seeking,  apprehending,  and  convicting  these  vil- 
lainw  and  the  bands  of  wretches  who  wandered  round  _ 
marauding  and  destroying  property  aud  life. 
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^  At  tliU  time  Mr.  Edgeworth  offered  his  eystem 
r  Iclegrapliiiig  lo  the  government.  He  spent  some 
i»e  hundred  pounds  upon  it  at  his  own  expense. 
■oTell  Wgeworth,  by  the  request  of  Mr.  Pelham, 
rother  of  the  Dulce  of  Newcastle,  carried  the  model 
)  London ;  but  the  government  declined  to  avail 
Elf  of  this  ingenious  invention.  In  January  of 
ffW.  William,  the  la-st  child  of  Mrs.  Elizaheth  Edge- 
worth,  was  bom.  Mrs.  Edgeworlh  was  in  very  fee- 
Ue  health  for  flome  years  before  her  death. 

Maria  wan  very  busy  at  this  period  with  several 
littrarj'  works.  She  wrote,  about  this  time,  of  her 
•*  Lellers  for  Literary  Ladies,"  and  says  she  im  sorry 
tint  "they  are  not  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  nor 
an  they  likely  lo  mend  at  present.  They  are  now 
dofigtircd  by  all  manner  of  crooked  marks  of  papa's 
critical  indignation,  besides  various  abusive  marginal 
kotes,  which  I  would  not  have  you  see  for  half  a 
crown  ttterling."  She  wrote  in  the  same  year  to  her 
asat:  "You  are  very  good  to  winh  for  'Toys  and 
Tteks,'  bill  I  think  it  would  be  most  unreasonable 
Id  HQd  them  to  you  now."  "  Toj-s  and  Tasks"  was 
Uw  titlu  of  one  of  the  chapters  in  "Practical  Edu* 
aiiou,"  which  Maria  had  then  begun  to  work  upon. 
"Prautical  Education"  was  suggested  to  Mr.  Edge- 
*Qrth  by  Dr.  Darwin ;  for  he  wrote  the  doctor,  in 
Deoember,  1794,  as  follows :  — 

"  BiKn!woRTim«irx,  Dec.  18,  ITW, 
.  .  .  *' In  cmeofyoarh'tterssome  time  ago,  you  advised 
«  ta  ivwl  Dugidi]  Stewart,'  and  to  write  upon  iHlucution. 
il  pMluHopb;  iu  Iha  DnlvoraiV 
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SU'wiut  we  have  read  witli  grcftt  iirofit  and  pleoaiire,  ■ 
we  arc  writing  upon  ctlucntion.  Mnria  ret'ura 
to  your  authority  in  a  chuptt'i'  on  '  Att«iitioii,'  and  has, 
I  tiiiiik  (pardon  my  pntj.>rniU  partiality),  managt-d  ywir 
gigantic  weapons  witJi  as  tuiich  adroilness  as  could  be 
«x|>e(;ted  from  a  dwarf.  Your  new  tcrnia  in  Zoonomia 
Tt^iiiru  to  1ie  moiitlicd  frequently  to  make  llic-m  fiuiiil- 
inr ;  atid  io  cnnversatiou  we  eometiinea  forget  our  i^rani- 
raar.  Slie  would  write  to  ask  you  some  qiiestionfl  if  » 
dareil."  .  .  . 

Maria  wrote  about  this  time  of  the  ooctipntious  i 
the  family ;  — 

"  There  ia  a  balloon  Imnging  op.  and  another  going  | 
be  put  upon  the  stocks ;  there  is  soap  made  and  mnfch 
from  a  receipt  in  Nicholson's  Chemistry;  there  i 
lent  ink  made  and  to  he  made  by  the  same  IxKik ; 
B  cake  of  rosea  juat  aqueezed  in  a  vise  by  my  father,  i 
cording  to  the  advice  of  Mme.  de  Lagaraye,  the  v 
black  cloak  and  ruffles,  who  weighs  with  unwearied  a 
in  the  frontispiece  of  a  book,  which  |>erhap8  my  a 
members,  entitled  '  Ch^mie  de  Gont,  et  de  rodomt,'  " 

A  truly  extraordinary  catalogue  of  eroployn 
and  Mariu  might  have  well  put  some  of  the  hai 
preparation  into  her  list. 

There  were  rumors  of  trouble  now  and  then  i 
the  Defenders,  and  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  was  I 
about   the    property    in    the    neighborhood. 
Grnnard's  carriage  was  pelted;'  people  were  r 

1  During  the  rcrenC  aeitatl""*  to  Iretanil,  the  prns^nt  Ixtil  t 
nun],  gnlliilHon'iif  Maria's  tri«nil,  Lail.v  Muiru.  wa>i  coin|wi)ud  h 
tba  aid  of  liragoonii  ouil  (■oDBtubuIm'}',      Ho  Is  the  licod  c 
CalUolIr  Union  ot  IrelBni),  a  rcslileiit  landlonl.  snit  a  iistriolli;  [ 
tnkn.    His  first  wife,  u  great  heiress.  wb,i  ilescRnde<T  truu 
vluUiiu  ol  ITW 1  bat  all  UUs  luu  nut  «liieli]eil  biui  (rum  sunojnn 
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L,  and  murdered  sometimes.  TIio  Whitr-Toolha, 
&  exjilatii-s  were  men  who  t^tuuk  ^'■tw)  pieces  of 
tnk«D  tobacco]  lipoH  at  each  comer  of  the  iiinuth  to 
I  the  face   and  voice."      These    iVhite-lhotht 

■  ofton  meutioned  in  letters  of  the  time.  She 
t  of  the  time  as  "  a  whirlwind  iii  our  comity." 
\  €hw  of  th«  evenu  of  the  year  l~i*^,  at  Edge- 
Vnrthstnwn,  was  the  arrival  of  Miss  Miuy  and  MUa 
Charlotte  Sneyd.  wlio  made  it  their  home  iifter  this 
timtj.  Another  plcasiint  occasion  was  Iho  rrtum  of 
Riohard  Edgeworth.  who  mode  his  family  and  home 
a  vi>it  in  tlus  year.  He  returned  to  America,  where 
be  (lied  in  1796.  Ho  left  scvenil  children.  In  April, 
irsii,  iMaria  wrote  of  finiBliiiig  ••  Toys  and  Tasks." 

la  the  year  1795.  "  Letters  for  Litcniry  Ladies  " 
appeflred.  It  was  published  b^  Joseph  Johnson  of 
St.  Paul's  Churcln'srd.  This  was  Maria's  first  pub- 
liEBtiiiu.  The  "  Letters  "  ooiitained  '•  Letter  from  a 
GeuUeman  to  his  Friend  on  the  Birth  of  a  Daughter," 
witli  the  answer;  "Letters  of  Julia  to  Caroline;" 
Mtd  an  eeeay  on  the  "Noble  Art  of  Self-Justifiea- 
that."  Tlie  book  was  very  popular,  and  went  through 
Mveral  editions  before  1814,  and  then  appeared  in 
the  collected  works. 

nw!*e  esravH  are  admirably  written;  and  the  style 
i>  ilriir  and  forcible,  though  perhaps  a  little  anti- 
i^ijj'-fl.  The  ideas  and  opinions  are  sound  and  well 
•"r-i.IprecL  and  lliey  will  well  repay  the  thoughtful 
>-•  i  'i  r.  Their  inHuence  was  very  great,  and  for  many 
I-  ir-  they  were  widely  read  and  often  (|Uute<I. 

fii  !71'6  Maria  mentions  her  father  doing  her  "the 
WiDiir  to  let  me  copy  bis  clectiuu  letters,"  wlien  he 


102  A  STUBS'  OP  MAEIA  EDGEWOBTff. 

failed  of  election  as  member  of  Parliament  for  Long- 
ford. In  the  same  year,  cucouragcd  Ity  the  pleasuut 
[success  of  the  letttii-s,  Maria  published  the  collection 
of  tales  now  known  as  the  "Parent 'a  Assistant." 
Years  before,  she  had  written  many  of  these  little 
stories,  which  are  full  of  wit,  pathos,  and  life.  Hm 
father  named  it  "  Parent's  Friend,"  but  Mr.  John) 
has  degraded  it  into  the  "  Parent's  Assistant ; "  whim 
I  dislike  pailicularly,  from  associations  with  an  oh 
book  of  arithmetic,  called  "  The  Tutor's  Assistant.^ 
This  small  volume  contained  "The  Purple  Jari*a 
wliich  was  afterwards  added  to  '•  Rosamond."  Th 
other  stories  were  "  Little  Dog  Trusty,"  "  The  C 
Man,"  "Tarlton,"  "Lazy  Lawrence,"  "The  Fftl* 
Key,"  "  The  Bracelet,"  "  Mademoiselle  Panache," 
"The  Birthday  Present,"  "Old  Poz,"  "The  Mimic." 
"Simple  Susan"  was  not  written  until  after  this 
edition  was  printed. 

Ill  February,  1799,  a  little  theatre  was  put  up  ftw 
the  children  ;  and  in  it  they  acted  Justice  Poz,  trota 
this  book.  Sncyd  Edgeworth  played  the  justice 
"  Old  Poz,"  with  great  spirit. 

At  this  time  the  post   town  of   Edgeworthstc 
■was  Mullingar,  fourteen  miles;  and  the  mail  od 
went  three  times  a  week.     That  and   high  post^ 
rates  made  letters  very  scarce  and  a  great  treat, 
franking  privilege  was  then  in  full  vogue.     At  I 
time  Maria  read  and  was  entertained  with  "Natt 
and  Art"  by  Mrs.  Inchbald,  whose  aci^uaintance  i 
made  some  years  after. 

In  1797  Mr.  Johnson  wished  to  publish  some 
copies  of  "Parent's  Asttistaut," and  make  the  edition 
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table  for  gifts.    He  used  fine  paper,  and  illiistiated 

Ml"*  BeaulVirt,  daughter  of  Dr.  Beaufort,  rector 

of  JTaran,  was  making  a  visit  at  Edgeworthstown ; 

knd  abe  maile  some  designs  which  were  used  for  the 

K)k.  and  are  Klill  to  be  found  in  some  copies  of  this 

Blightful  little  volume.     Maria  alludes  to  contiiiu- 

[  her  work  on  "Practical  Education,"  in  1797,  and 

Bjrs  Bar  father  haa  written  a  chapter  on  "  Grammar  " 

pud  ono  on  "  Mechanics."    She  says  ehe  baa  been 

"  Dp  early  for  three  mornings,"  under  the  pressure  of 

l-work  tilts  brought. 

She  began  at  this  time  to  write  some  of  the  stories 
Iwbicb  afterwards  appear  among  her  "Moral  Tales." 
!  designed  them  as  a  seiiuel  to  the  "  Parent's 
Assistant."  She  was  thinking  on  the  subject  of 
"Irisb  Bulla;"  though  ehe  wrote  that  she  waa  not 
oearly  ready  to  write  the  essay,  and  was  going 
directly  to  "Parent's  Assistant,"  meaning,  probably, 
the  talea  intended  as  a  setjuel.  She  a»ked  one  coi^ 
Rspondent  for  "any  good  anecdotes  from  the  age 
trf  five  l«  6ftecn  years,  good  latitude  and  longitude 
win  suit  me;  and,  if  you  can  tell  mo  any  pleas- 
ing minfonunes  of  emigrants,  so  much  the  better. 
I  have  a  grvat  desire  to  draw  a  picture  of  an  anti- 
Maxlcmoinclle  Panache,  a  well-informed,  well-bred 
French  governess,  an  emigrant."  —  "I  am  going 
I  write  a  story  for  boys,  which  will,  I  believe, 
i  volumo  to  follow  'The  Good  French  Gov- 


In  November  of  1797,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Edgeworth 

',  leftring  a  number  of  young  children. 
lloriA  saya,  — 
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"  During  the  fifteen  preceding  years  of  which  I  haw« 
been  giving  an  account,  the  variety  of  tny  fatlier's  en 
ployQieiits  never  prevented  hira   from   attending   to  b 
great  object,  —  Hie  ediioation  of  his  childieu, 

"Ho  «xi>lained  and  deecribed  clearly.     He  knew  i 
exactly  the  habits,  powers,  and  ktiowU^dge  of  liis  pupQi^^ 
that  he  seldom  failed  in  CBtimuting  what  eocli  could  ( 
preheud  or  accomplish.     He  saw  at  oncv  where  their  dilft^l 
culty  lay,  and  knew  how  far  to  assist.  Low  fiir  In  urge, 
the  mmd.  and  where  to  leave  it  eutiivly  to  its  own  excr* 
tiona.     His  patience  in  teaching  was  peculiarly  nicritori- 
ous,  I  may  say  suqirising,  in  a  man  of  bis  vivacity. 

"  The  reward  of  bis  praise  was  delightful,  it  was  so 
warmly,  so  fondly  given.  The  cool  by-stander  might 
have  tlioiight  that  it  would  inspire  vanity;  but  iigiuost 
this  danger  there  was  a  preservative :  there  was  mixed 
with  the  praise  so  much  affectionate  sympathy,  so  much 
parental  triumph  in  his  children's  success,  that  aRection 
for  him  was  excited  more  than  vanity  for  tbemselvoa ; 
and  they  insensibly  drew  the  conclusion,  that  affectioa  U 
l>etter  worth  than  admiration. 

"  In  the  succeeding  year  my  father's  pursuits  were  all 
interrupted  by  domestic  calamity,  Sirs.  Edireworth'a 
health,  which  bad  long  been  precarious,  rapidly  decUuod. 
She  died  in  the  year  1797. 

"  I  have  heard  my  father  say,  that  during  the  aavex 
teen  yeara  of  his  marriage  with  this  lady,  he  oei-cr  oael 
saw  her  out  of  temper,  and  uevur  ree<'ived  from  her  I 
mikind  woul  or  an  angry  look.     Her  solicitude  and  att« 
lion  in  the  education  of  a  lai^e  family  of  children  « 
unremitting,  greater  than  her  health  could  l>car,  and  sudt  ' 
as  even  matcrmd   affection  would   bnve   found  dilHeult, 
perhaps  imimssible,  to  sustain,  unless  they  had  been  sup- 
ported by  attachment  to  a  husband  of  superior  mind. 
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"  Vy  fatlirr  waa  past  fifty  when  lie  was  left  n  third 
in?  a  wiilowcr.  with  »  tmineroiis  fumily,  four  sons  and 
V  (lau^itcra  living  with  him,  some  of  thi'ni  grown  up, 
d  Aome  \vty  yotmg.     Besides  hi»  cliildren,  two  eist«ra 

the  bie  Mrs.  Etigewoitb  reBid<.>d  with  us.  Th<^y  hml 
liiiiila  ukI  eunnct-tiona  in  Euglond.  fur  whom  they  hod 
eh  t.-«trt'in  n»d  nflecltun  ;  yet  tbuy  ivniiuiied  in  IreLiud 
IKT  liirir  sialt-r'B  deitth,  ooiitiniiiiig  to  foiTO  part  of  a 
mily  fttla<-hed  to  tlicm,  not  only  by  the  ties  of  kiudred, 
It  liy  Um;  slroDgpst  frelings  of  loV(^  and  gratitude.  .  .  , 
"  Tliia  wna  au  iius|iKioua  omen  to  the  (.Yimnion  people 

oor  Dpigbtiorboodi  by  whom  they  were  univeraally 
iored ;  it  8|>okc  well,  they  said,  for  the  ii«M)  lady." 
"  Among  tlie  acquaiutiuice  and  friends  whose  soeiety  he 
ihlr«tc«l  at  iutervala  wb«n  he  eniei^e<l  from  his  domealic 
rrle,  was  Dr.  llrimfort.  whost^  name  is  well  kuowu  to 
c  Britiali  Jiuhlic  ua  author  of  one  of  the  best  maps  of 
eUnd,  with  a  valuable  memoir  of  its  topography.  Ho 
m  tHO  better  known  in  bis  own  eountry  as  au  exeelleQC 
njCrtnao.   pious   and    liberal,   with    most    couciliatiug 

"  My  father  first  met  him  at  Mr.  Foster's  (afterwards 

Mil  Orii'l)   at  Collou,  of  whieh  place  Dr.  Beaufort  was 

car;  u»l  afterwiuxb  saw  him  freiiueuUy  at  Black  Ciuitle, 

•  twnik-ae«>  of  my  father's  favorite  sisU-r,  iln.  Huxtoo. 

■*  Dr.  Beaufort's  literary  tastes  and  delightful  eonver- 

lieraliarly  attractive  to  my  father,  who  soon 

with  him  and  with  his  amiable  fuinily. 

dangbler  |>OHseHHed    uncommon    (aleute    for 

td.  At  Ibe  n-<]uest  of  my  aunt  (Mrs.  RiL'ttou), 

ifort  akeldu^l  designs  for  some  of  my  stories. 

wen:  shown  to  my  father ;  and  he  criticised  tliem  as 

aa  If  tttcy  bad  not  been  the  work  of  a  lady,  and 

fivr  tiin  •tniigbter.     He  was  charmed  by  the  temper 
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ami  good  senae  with  which  hia  criticinnas  were  recein 
and,  in  a.  visit  which  she  and  her  family  paid  at  1 
wortlistown,  liad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  thai  ahe  [ 
Bpssed  exactly  the  temper,  abilities,  and  disposition  « 
would  insure  the  happiness  of  his  family,  as  well  aj 
own,  if  be  could  hope  to  win  her  affections." 


Maria  ^vTite^  of  this  event:  — 

"  Wlicn  I  first  know  of  this  attachment,  and  Itefore  I 
waa  weL  acquainted  wilb  Miss  Bea6foit,  I  own  that  I  did 
not  wish  for  the  marrit^e.  I  hu<l  not  my  ruthci'u  i^uick 
penetration  into  character.  1  did  not  at  first  discover  tbs 
Biiperior  abilities  and  qualities  which  he  saw :  cousecjueiitly 
I  did  not  anticipate  any  of  the  happy  eonsfquencea  from 
this  union  which  he  foresaw.  AH  that  I  tJiought,  I  told 
him.  With  the  most  kind  patience  he  bore  with  me,  and, 
instead  of  withdraw'mg  his  aSection,  honored  me  the  more 
with  hia  confidenee.  He  took  me  with  him  to  Collon, 
threw  open  his  whole  mind  to  me,  let  me  see  all  the 
changes  and  workings  of  his  heart.  I-  rcmi-mher  his  once 
saying  to  me,  '  I  believe  that  no  himian  creature  ever  saw 
the  heart  of  another  more  completely  without  disguise 
ttian  you  have  seen  mine.'  1  can  never,  without  tbe 
strongest  emotions  of  affection  !U3d  gratitude,  recollect 
tile  iiihnite  kindness  he  showed  me  at  this  time,  tbe  »oliei- 
tude  he  felt  for  my  happiness  at  the  moment  when  all  his 
own  wtis  at  stake,  and  while  all  his  feelings  were  in  the 
agony  of  suspense :  the  conseipience  was,  that  no  daugh- 
ter ever  felt  more  sympathy  with  a  father  than  1  felt  for 
him ;  and  assuredly  the  pains  he  look  to  make  me  folly 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  tbe  woman  be  iM'ed, 
and  to  make  mine  known  to  her.  were  not  thrown  ftwaj. 
Both  luT  ineliuatiuu  and  judgment  decided  in  his  favor." 
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In  the  letter  of  May  16, 1798.  which  Maria  wrote 
I  to  Mi»  BcAufort.  on  the  occasion  of  her  father's 
l'Uuiounc«mcot  of  his  intended  marriage,  she  says, — 

^  Among  the  infiny  kindnesses  my  fath<<r  biw  shown 

',  thr  gT«ftl«ftt,  I  think,  has  been  his  permitting  me  to 

)  bis  bnrt  i  fUcouivrt ;  and  I  have  seen,  hy  your  kind 

l.sinceritT  Bod  hia.  that  in  good  and  cultivated  miuds  love 

■ii  no  Idle  passion,  but  one  that  inspires  useful  aud  gen- 

I  energy.     I  liuve  been  convinced  by  your  example 

r  what  I  was  always  iucliucd  to  hvlicve.  that  thi^  power 

r  ferltng  nffpclioM  is  increased  by  the  cultivation  of  the 

retamliijg.    Th«  wife  of  an  Indian  Yogii  (if  a  Vogii 

•  prnnittcd  to  have  a  wife)  might  bo  a  very  affectionate 

I  hut  her  sympathy  with  ber  husband  could  not 

t  ft  very  extensive  sphere.     As  bis  eyes  are  to  bo 

iaoally  fixe*)  upon  the  point  of  his   nose,  hers,  in 

(  s}-nipathy,  must  squint  in  like  manner ;  and  if 

the  pvtfeotioD  of  his  virtue  be  to  sit  so  still  that  the  bints 

(fidf  Saoontala)  may  uu molested  build  nests  inhisliair, 

kn  wife  i<«nnot  lietter  show  her  affection  than  by  yielding 

her  tn-smii  to  them  will)  similar  patient  stupidity.     Are 

•  Dot  European  Yogiia.  or  men  whose  ideas  do  not  go 

1  fBttber  tbsn  tf  boul  du  nexf     And  how  delightful  it 

I  to  be  chained,  for  better,  for  worse,  to  one  of 

T  sbonhl  ^ie«a  —  for  I  know  nothing  of  the 

t  the  courtship  of  an  ignorant  lover  must  be 

It  M  inisipid  as  a  marriage  with  him  ;  for  '  Aly  jewel,' 

iitllntnlly  rq^^ated,  without  new  aettiug,  must   surely 

e  a  tittle." 


Botli  witty  and  wiite. 

Tn  continiiing  the  letter,  she  makes  Bom< 

Kirationa  apropot  of  domestic  life :  — 


verj'  giiod 
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"  I  flatter  myaelf  that  you  will  find  me  gratefully  exact 
en  belte-JiUe.     I  think  there  ia  a  great  deal  of  (liffcrence 
between   ttiat  6i>ecics    of    c<ereniouy   wbieh    exluta   wHJk 
BO}iuiititiiuc«,  aiid  thut  which  sliould  always  exist  with 
best  of  friends,     Tln>  one  prevents  the  growth  of  affi 
tion,  the  other  jireservea  it  in  yonth  and  age.     Slany  f< 
ish    people    malje   fine   plnntattona,  and  forget  to    feni 
them  :  so  that  the  young  trees  arc  destroyed  by  the 
cattle,  and  the  bark  of  the  forest  trees  is  sometimes  Id^ 
jured.     You   need   not,    my   dear   Mies   Beaufort,   ft^nce 
yourself  round  with  stony  palings  in  thb  family,  whi-re  «ll 
have   been   early  accustomed    to    mind  their  iK^undaries. 
As  for  me,  yon  sec  my  iut^utions,  or  at  least  my  tlit-ories, 
are  good  enough.     If  my  practice  be  but  lialf  as  good, 
you  will  be  eoutout,  will  you  not?    But  theoiy  waa  bon^ 
in  Itrolxlignag,  and   practice  in   Lilliput.     So  much 
better  for  me." 


uuim  _ 

liooB 


This  allusion  was  in  reference  to  her  own  dimi 
tive  figure. 

Some  very  harsh  commenla  were  made  by  tfifi 
reviewer  of   Mr.  Edgeworth's   memoirs   on   Maria's 
conduct    in    accepting    gracefully   successive    step- 
motliers.     He    characterized   her  nctiou   as  "  indelX< 
cate."     It  is   tliflBcult  to  understand  just  what 
gentleman  would  have  had  a  young  lady  do  uni 
like  circumstances;   and,  after  reading   the   exti 
from  the  letter  she  wrote  Miss  Beaufort,  one  is  rai 
mclined  to  admire  her  womanly  and  judicious  ft 
ing  tlian  to  cavil  at  her  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the 
iuevitahlc.    She  gracefully  took  a  second  place  where 
she  had  been  first.    She  wau  somewhat  older  than 
Miss  Beaufort. 
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Mr.  Edgeworth  wrote  Dr.  Darwin  as  fullows :  — 

[To Dr.  Dnrain. I 

"1708. 

..."  And  now  for  my  [lieoe  of  news,  wliioli  I  have 
kfpt  far  tlie  last.  I  am  going  to  he  murricil  to  a  young 
My  of  email  fortune  and  large  accoiniiliflhineuls,  —  com- 
panil  witli  my  age,  much  youth  (not  quite  thiity),  and 
Bwrv  pnidrDce,  —  somt-  Iwauty,  more  si'use,  —  UDi-omirion 
tklrntu,  more  nncommon  temper,  —  liked  in  my  family, 
hwi  hy  mn.  If  I  can  eay  all  tins  Ihiee  ycara  hence, 
tttull   not  I   have   lieeu   a   foituuate,  Dot  to   say  a  niao 

WhQe  txavelling  to  Dublin  in  the  stage-coach,  to 
mrrj  Miss  Beaufnrt,  Mr.  Edgeworth  had  a  conver- 
aation  with  a  friend,  who  made  the  followiiig  remark 
to  bim:  — 

•••So  man,  yon  know,'  said  he.  'but  a  fool,  would 
nnture  to  make  a  flret  speech  in  Parliament,  or  to  many, 
ftflff  he  was  fifty.' 

"My  fsthiT  lau^luil.  and.  surrendering  all  title  to  wi»- 

(Uflarrd    that,  though    he  was   pasl    fifty,  he  was 

aJly  going,  in  a  few  ifaj-a  aa  he  hoped,  to  he  marrict], 

a    lew  months  would   probably  make    his    '  first 

1  I'arliamvut.'  " 

Mr.  Edgpworth  wa.s  married  in  Dublin.  May  31, 
1T9S,  to  MisH  Beaufort;  and  they  returned  immedi- 
ately to  K^tgttworthstown,  through  a  part  of  the 
rotry  which  was  in  actual  insurrection,  as  there 
threats  of  a  French  invasion.  Thej'  arrived 
safety.  Mrs.  Edgeworth  long  afterwards 
wrote  oE  bet  reception:  — 
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"  All  agreed  in  making  me  feel  at  once  at  home,  and 
part  of  the  family.  All  received  me  with  the  most  un- 
affected cordiality,  but  with  Maria  it  was  something  more. 
She  more  than  fulfilled  the  promise  of  her  letter:  she 
made  me  at  once  her  most  intimate  friend ;  and  in  ail  the 
serious  concerns  of  life,  and  in  every  trifle  of  the  day, 
treated  me  with  the  most  generous  confidence." 

Maria,  in  writing  of  the  disturbances  at  a  distance, 
after  describing  the  pleasure  of  the  fiamily  in  wel- 
coming Mrs.  Edgeworth,  says,  — 

"I  am  going  on  in  the  old  way,  —  writing  stories.  I 
cannot  be  a  captain  of  dragoons,  and  sitting  with  my 
hands  before  me  would  not  make  any  of  us  one  degree 
safer.  I  know  nothing  of  ^  Practical  Education.'  It  is 
advertised  to  be  published.  I  have  a  volume  of  wee- wee 
stories,  about  the  size  of  ^The  Purple  Jar,'  all  about 
Bosamond.  ^  Simple  Susan  *  went  to  Fox  Hall  a  few 
days  ago,  for  Lady  Anne  (Fox)  to  carry  to  England." 


rSESCH   INVASION. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


IilicBk]  DiHWailonii.  —  French  InvasioD.  —The  Edgewortbs'  Alarra. 
-TJifir  niitlii-— Tlicjr"tnni  to  EdBewortbBlown.  —  Drfeat  o( 
Kr  Fnmrli.  ~  Quiet  rrstoreil.  —  "  Ptacllcal  EUucAtioa  "  pub- 
Ikhtd.  —  Tbo  riaD  at  thU  Work. 

Mabia  writes  of  tliis  time  and  its  unsettled  condi- 


"Tlie  saiiiincr  of  1798  pasBe<l  without  any  interruption 
of  oar  •fonipstic  tmnquillity.  Though  disturhancea  in  dif- 
(mnt  jmrls  uf  Ireliirid  had  broken  out,  yet  now,  as  in 
hnua  trials,  the  oiiitnly  of  Longfonl  remained  quiet,  — 
ttK  ftt  li-ftst  from  oi>en  insurrection,  and,  as  far  as  ap- 
ptsnfd,  tbp  people  well  di8|M>sed. 

"Towardfl  the  nntumn  of  the  year  1798,  this  country 
t<wun«  in  ancU  a  state,  tliat  the  neecssity  for  resorting  to 
the  Bworil  seemed  iintnincnt.  Even  in  the  county  of 
LoBgfonl.  which  had  so  long  remained  quiet,  alarming 
ijnptnnM  npprarrd ;  not  immediately  in  onr  neighlx>r- 
kmd,  hut  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  as,  near  Granard. 
i  Ib  the  ail]niTnt  eooDtiea  military  law  had  been  proclaimed, 
d  our  vQIftin-  was  within  a  mite  of  tiie  Iwunda  of  the  dia- 
el  county  of  W^slmeath.  Though  bis  own  tenantry, 
1  tU  In  whom  he  hail  (lut  tnist,  were  quiet,  and,  as  far 
^be  niuM  }u>lge,  well  disposed  ;  yet  my  father  was  aware, 
1  Information  of  loo  good  authority  to  be  doubted, 
I  Bunilirni  of  disaffected  persous  throughout  Ireland 
r  k-»^tl  in  vecret  n-licllion,  and  wailed  only  for  the 
J  of  fix  Fntieh  to  break  out. 
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"Previous  to  this  time,  tbe  principal  gentry  In 
county  had  raised  corps  of  yeomanry ;  but  my  falliei', 
hud  held  for  some  months  llie  comiiitssion  of  captnSu  of 
yeoinan  cavalry,  liad  dt'layed  dciiug  so,  because  as  lung  as 
tile  civil  auttiority  Lad  been  sufBcii-at  lie  was  unwilling  to 
resort  to  military  interferenee,  or  to  tbt-  ultimate  law  <rf> 
force,  of  the  abuse  of  which  he  hod  seen  loo  many  rc( 
examples.  Ilowever,  it  now  became  oecesaary,  even 
the  sake  of  justice  to  his  own  tenantry,  that  they  should' 
be  put  upon  a.  footing  with  others,  have  equal  si'curityof 
prolt'ction,  and  an  opportunity  of  evindng  their  loyiil  dis- 
positions. He  Ihei-eforc  determined  to  raise  a  corps  oC 
infantry,  which  would  accommodate  a  poorer  class  of 
people,  and  to  admit  Catholics  as  well  aa  Protestnnl 
This  was  eo  unusual,  and  tliought  to  be  so  bozanloi 
degi-ee  of  lilierality,  that  by  some  of  an  opposite  |inrt] 
was  attributctl  to  tlie  worst  motives.  Slany  who 
him  well  came  privately  to  let  him  know  of  the  odiui 
which  he  exposnl  himself.  The  timid  hinted  fears 
suspicions  that  he  was  going  to  put  arms  into  the  hi 
of  men  who  would  desert  or  betray  him  in  the  hom 
trial,  who  raiglit  find  themselves  easily  al)&o]ved  fi 
holding  any  faith  with  a  Protestant,  and  with  one 
family,  of  whom  tlie  head,  in  former  limes,  had  beea 
tJnguishcd  by  the  appellation  of  Prfitealant  Frank.  He 
thanked  his  secret  ailvisers,  but  openly  and  «t<'adilj 
abi<led  by  hia  pur|>ose.  ...  On  his  own  part,  my  father 
knew  the  risk  he  ran  ;  but  he  braved  it." 

About  this  time  Maria,  in  a  letter  describing  ifaa 
distressing  uncertainties  of  the  time,  says, — 

"  BIy  father  has  made  our  little  rooms  so  nice  for  uas 
they  ai'e  all   fresh  painted  and  pui)ered.     0  Itcbcis  I  0 
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French !     Spare  them  I    We  have  never  injured  you,  and 
all  we  wish  is  to  see  everybody  as  happy  as  ourselves." 

Ck)ntinuing  her  description  of  affairs,  she  says,  — 

**  The  corps  of  Edgeworthstown  infantry  was  raised ; 
and  m}'  father's  nephew  Mr.  Fox,  wlio  had  been  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  the  Longford  militia,  was  appointed  one  of 
the  lieutenants.  But  the  arms  were,  by  some  mistake  of 
the  owlnance-offlce,  delayed.  The  anxiet}^  for  their  arri- 
val was  extreme,  for  every  day  and  every  hour  the  French 
were  expected  to  land. 

'^  At  the  first  appearance  of  disturbance  in  Ireland,  he 
had  offered  to  carry  his  sisters-in-law,  the  Misses  Sneyd, 
to  their  friends  in  England ;  but  this  offer  they  refused. 
Of  the  domestics,  three  men  were  English  and  Protestant, 
two  Irish  and  Catholic ;  the  women  were  all  Irish  and 
Catholic,  excepting  the  housekeeper,  an  Englishwoman, 
who  had  lived  with  us  many  years.  There  were  no  dis- 
sensions or  suspicions  between  the  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants in  the  family,  and  the  English  servants  did  not  de- 
sire to  quit  us  at  this  crisis. 

*'  At  last  came  the  dreaded  news.  The  French,  who 
lauded  at  Killala,  were,  as  we  learned,  on  their  march  to- 
wards Ijongfortl.  The  touch  of  Ithuners  spear  could  not 
have  Iwen  more  sudden  or  effectual,  than  the  arrival  of 
this  intelligence,  in  showing  [x*ople  in  their  real  forms. 
In  some  faces  joy  struggled  for  a  moment  with  feigned 
sorrow,  and  then,  encouraged  by  sympathy,  yielded  to  the 
natural  expression.  Still  my  father  had  no  reason  to  dis- 
trust those  in  whom  he  had  placed  confidence  :  his  tenants 
were  steady ;  he  saw  no  change  in  any  of  the  men  of  his 
corijs,  though  they  were  in  the  most  perilous  situation, 
having  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  rebels  and 
invaders  by  becoming  yeomen,  and  yet  standing  without 
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means  of  resisUiuoc  or  di^fcuce.  their  arms  not   hnvf^ 
arrived. 

''Tlic  evening  of  the  day  when  the  news  of  the  t 
cess  iind  approiu-h  of  the  Frenph  eamc  to  Edgeworthstown, 
all  seetned  quiet ;  but  oarly  Uk  next  morning.  Sept.  4,  a 
rei>ort  reached  us,  that  the  rebels  were  up  in  arms  witliin 
a  mile  of  the  vitlage,  pouring  in  from  the  county  of  Wwl- 
nieatb  hundreds  strong.  Such  bod  been  the  tran(|iiillity 
of  the  preceding  night,  that  we  could  not  at  first  lifli«i-e 
their  report.  An  buur  art(.-m-ai'<.)8  it  vaa  c.-ontradiet«d. 
An  English  servant,  who  was  sL-ut  out  to  ascertain  the 
truth,  brought  back  wonl  that  he  had  ridden  three  ndlcB 
from  tlio  village  on  the  romi  deacrit>ed,  and  thnt  he  had 
seen  only  twenty  or  thirty  men  with  gix'eu  boughs  io  their 
hata  and  pikes  in  their  hands,  wlio  said  '■(Am  they  wen 
landing  then  to  prtHect  Utetitwlwit  atjainal  Uu.  Orangt- 
men,  of  whom  tltey  were  in  dread,  and  icho,  ng  tU^y  heard, 
tcere  coming  down  to  cut  litem  to  pieces."  This  t 
nonsense,  but  no  lictter  sense  could  be  obtained. 
upiiu  rei)ort,  eqimlly  foolish,  was  heai-il.  or  at  lewst  uttert 
But  this  muob  Iveing  certuiu,  that  men  armed  with  piki 
were  assembled,  ray  father  sent  off  an  express  to  the 
next  garriBon-lown  (Longford),  requesting  the  command- 
ing olflcei-  to  send  him  assistance  for  the  defenee  of  this 
place.  He  desired  us  to  be  prepnriKl  to  set  out  at  a 
moment's  warning.  We  were  under  this  uncertiiintj, 
when  an  escort  with  an  am  munition -cart  lusacd  tlinaigh 
tlic  village  on  its  way  to  Longford.  It  contained  seraTsl 
barrels  of  jwwder,  intended  to  blow  up  tlie  bridges,  nud 
to  stop  the  i>rogres9  of  tlie  enemy.  One  of  tlic  ollk»ra 
of  the  party  rode  up  to  our  house,  and  offered  to  let  us 
have  Uie  advantage  of  his  escort.  But.  after  a  few  mia- 
utes  deliberation,  tliis  friendly  proposal  was  declined. 
My  father  determined  that  he  would  not  stir  till  he  k 
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be  coQld  have  aaaistance ;  and,  aa  !t  did  not 
ypt  alJBolutely  injccssarj-  that  we  slioutd  go,  we 

—fortunately  ffir  us ! 

Ahnot  A  quarter  of  an  hour  aft«r  the  officer  and  the 
ecrt  bail  departed,  we,  who  were  all  asseniMetl  in  tlie 
Wtito  of  the  liouac,  hi-nnl  a  report  like  a  bud  elnp  of 
andn.  The  doors  and  wiudows  shook  with  some  vio- 
bt  OMHnMion :  a  Tew  minntea  afterwards  the  olTIeer  gal- 
ptd  into  the  yard,  and  threw  liinieelf  into  tny  father's 
■B  aliaoBt  BenselesB.  The  ammunition-cart  bad  blown 
i:  one  of  the  oflUcera  had  been  severely  wounded,  and 
e  borw*  a»d  the  man  leading  them  killed :  the  wounded 
Icpr  was  at  a  furinhousi;  ou  the  Longfoiil  road,  at  alvout 

0  mEW  dtstani-e.  The  fear  of  the  rebels  was  now  aus- 
xk-d  in  eoneern  for  this  aet'ideut.  Airs.  Edg;eworth 
nt  immediately  to  give  her  assistance :  she  left  her 
rriif^  for  the  nse  of  the  wonnded  gentleman,  and  rode 
A.  At  the  entrance  of  the  village  she  was  stopped  by 
leotleman  in  great  terror,  who,  taking  hold  of  the  bridlu 
tier  bnrM',  Iwggetl  her  not  to  attempt  to  go  further, 
raring  hrr  ttuit  tlie  rel)cls  were  coming  into  the  town. 
S  kbe  aiMwcn^l  that  she  must  aud  would  return  to  her 
ally.  8bo  rode  on,  and  found  us  waiting  anxiously 
'  hw.     No  amistanec  could  be  affonled  from  Longford ; 

1  tvbelf  were  rc-asaembling,  and  advancing  towards  the 
la^v;  and  thetp  was  no  alternative  but  to  leave  our 
me  aa  fast  aa  poealble.  One  of  onr  carriages  having 
ta  Ml  with  tJie  wounded  ofHwr,  we  had  but  one  other 
Uiit  nonu'Ut  for  our  whole  family,  ck-vcu  in  number. 
1  tDoalc  of  winTPj-anoc  could  be  had  for  some  of  the 
whr  srrrantM  r  our  faithful  English  housekeeper  offereil 
•tej  till  Uie  return  of  the  carnage  which  had  been  left 
Ilk  tke  odlcvr :  and.  as  we  could  not  carry  her.  we  were 
llgvd.  moat  n-luctantly,  to  leave  her  behind,  to  follow. 
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OS  ne  faoped,  immediately.  As  vie  passed  tlirough  the 
village,  Wf  Iifiird  uotliin^  bul  the  entroatica,  lumenlntiona, 
and  objurgations  of  tlioae  who  could  not  procure  the 
means  of  earrying  off  their  goods  or  tlieir  families  s  most 
(iiiinful  when  we  could  give  no  assistance. 

"  Nest  to  the  safely  of  his  own  family,  my  fatbcr'a 
greati^'st  anxiety  was  for  his  defenceless  corps.  Xo  men 
could  bebave  better  than  they  did  at  this  first  moment  of 
trial.  Not  one  absented  himself;  thongh  many,  living  at 
a  ilistnn(^«.  migbt,  if  they  had  been  so  ioclioetl,  have 
found  plausible  excuses  for  nou-apixjarauce.  The  bugle 
was  not  sonmled  to  call  them  together ;  but  they  wore  in 
then'  ranks  in  the  street  the  moment  they  had  their  cap- 
tain's orders,  declaring  that  whatever  he  commanded  they 
would  do,  ile  onlered  them  to  march  to  Lougfonl.  The 
idea  of  goiug  to  Longford  could  not  be  agreeable  to  mnny 
of  them,  who  were  Catholics,  because  that  town  was  full 
of  those  who  called  themselves, — I  would  avoid  using 
party-names  if  I  coald,  but  I  can  no  otherwise  make  lite 
facta  intelligible, — who  called  themaclves  Orangemen, 
and  who  were  not  supitusefl  to  have  favorable  opinions  of 
any  of  another  religions  persuasion.  There  wtia  no  re- 
luctance shown,  however,  by  the  C'atholics  of  this  coqn 
to  go  among  them.  The  moment  the  word  '  mai'ch.*  was 
uttered  by  their  captain,  they  marchwi  with  alacrity.  One 
of  my  brothers,  a  youth  of  Gfteen.  was  In  their  rauku; 
another,  twelve  yoara  old,  marched  with  them. 

'*  We  expected  every  instant  to  hear  Uie  shouc  of  Urn 
rel>el3  enU-ring  Edgeworthstown.  VTliea  wm  luid  got 
al>out  half  a  mile  out  of  the  village,  my  father  suddcnl; 
recollected  that  he  had  left  on  hia  table  a  paper  contain- 
mg  a  list  of  his  corps,  and  that,  if  this  should  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels,  it  might  be  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  his  men:  It  would  servo  to  point  out  their 
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a  for  pilliige,  and  their  fatnilii^  fur  dcstraction.     He 
[bmI  his  borau  tustaiitly,  aud  gallo]>cd  back.     The  titne 
(  his  ahsaicte  appeared  imiDL'asurably  long;  but  he  re- 
nt  safely,   after  having    deatroyixl    the    dtutgiTuuB 

"AlMjnt  two  miles  rmni  the  village  was  the  spot  where 
nraim  it  ion-curt    hmt    Iwen    blown    np.      The   cin 
,  NwoUen  to  nn  unniiturni  bulk,  were  lying  ui'vo: 
3  we  apiironchcd,  we  saw  two  men  in  nu  tu 
i  looking  .it  the  rcmaius  of  one  of  the  soldier 
eeo  literally  blown  to  pieces.     They  ran  towaitl 
e  feared  tliat  they  were  rebel§,  going  to  slop  us. 
r  Jntnped  over  the  ditch,  and  seized  our  bniUes,  but 
b  MeD<Uy  intent.     With  no  small  dilllcully  they  dragged 

I  Ifae  dead  horses,  saying,  'God  s[>eed  you!  and 
e  haste  anyway  I '     We  were  very  ready  to  take  their 

After  tiiia,  on    the   six  long  miles  of   the  ruad 
iEto>worth!iiowQ  to  Longford,  we  did  not  meet  a 
It  was  all  silent  and  desert,  as  if  every 
i  Ad)  from  the  cubinB  by  the  roadside. 

,  wa«  crowded  with  yeomanry  of  various 
km^d  with  the  inhabitanto  of  the  neighliorhooil,  who 
I  thither  for  protection.  With  great  difliculty 
dgeworthstown  infanti'y  found  lodgings.  We 
t  «onIially  ret-eived  by  the  landlady  of  n  gooil  iun. 
r  hunse  was,  as  she  said,  '  fuller  than  it  eunld 
*  jet  nhe,  tH*ing  aii  nld  frienil  of  my  father's,  illd 
aivr  tn  give  as  two  rooms,  in  whieb  we  eleven  wvre 
111  til  dwl  ountelvea. 

II  MIT  eoD4-em  now  was  for  those  we  had  left  behind. 
I  tuithing  of  our  housekeeper  all  night,  and  were 

icly  Alanned ;  but  early  the  next  mumiiig,  to  onr 

Ttved.     She  told  ns,  that,  after  we  h*A 

;  aht)  waited  hour  after  hour  for  the  airriage.     She 
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could  bear  nothing  of  it.  as  it  had  gone  to  Longford  iritii 
tlie  wounded  ulSccr.  Towards  evening  a  lat^e  body  ot 
rebels  entered  the  tIU^o.  She  heard  them  at  the  gain,  \ 
nod  expected  that  tbcy  would  hare  bixtkcn  in  the 
iiiBtant.  But  one,  who  seemed  to  be  a  leader,  with  a 
iu  hie  hand,  set  his  back  against  the  gate,  and  swutv  thsl 
if  he  wa^  to  die  for  it  the  nest  minute,  he  would  I 
the  life  of  the  first  man  who  should  open  that  gat<?,  i 
iMieiny's  foot  within  side  of  that  place.  He  said  I 
houaekeei>er,  who  was  left  in  it,  was  a  good  geiitlewomu 
and  had  done  him  a  service,  though  s/it  did  n 
■nor  he  Iter.  He  had  never  seon  her  face ;  but  she  bad,  ' 
the  ;ciar  before,  lent  hts  wife,  when  iu  distress,  sixteen 
BhiUiugs,  the  rent  of  flax-ground,  and  he  would  stand  b«r 
friend  now. 

"  He  kept  Iiaclc  the  mob:  they  agreed  to  send  him  to 
tlie  bouse  with  a  depuljition  of  six,  fi>  kaotv  fAe  fr?i(/t,  and 
to  iisic  for  arms.  The  six  men  went  to  the  back-door, 
and  summoned  tlie  housekeeper.  One  of  them  pointed 
his  blunderbuss  at  her,  and  told  her  that  she  must  fetch 
all  the  arms  in  tlic  house.  She  said  aha  had  none.  Ucr 
champion  asked  her  to  say  if  she  remembered  him.  *  No: 
to  her  knowledge,  she  had  never  seen  his  face. '  lie  askv*) 
if  she  remeralifre<i  having  lent  a  woman  money  to  pay 
her  rent  of  flax -ground  the  year  before,  'Yea.' she  re- 
membered that;  and  named  the  woman,  the  time,  and 
the  sum.  His  companions  were  thus  satisfied  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  had  asserted.  He  bid  her  not  to  be  /righted, 
foi'  that  DO  harm  should  liapi^u  to  her  nor  any  belonging 
to  her :  not  a  soul  should  get  leave  to  go  into  her  ninstor'a 
house ;  not  a  twig  should  l>e  touched,  nor  a  leaf  liarnn-d. 
His  companions  huzzaed,  and  went  ofiF.  Aftj^rwards,  ns 
she  was  told,  he  mounted  guard  at  the  gate  during  tha 
whole  time  the  reljels  were  in  town. 
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*  When  tbe  CAiriage  at  last  returned,  it  was  stopped 

^  the  rctiela.  who  filled  tltt;  strvet.    Tbey  lield  tbeir  pikes 

^  bonws,  Aotl   to   the   ooachmao's    breast,  accuatiig 

I  lit  ix'utg  an  Orangemao,  because,  ns  tliey  said,  be 

the  Orangv  colors   (our  livery   l)eing  yellow   and 

A  pamtcr,  a  friend  of  ours,  who  bad  been  that 

fey  at  our  boase  copying  some  old  family  g>ortraite,  hap- 

ml  to  br  in  Uie  street  at  that  instant,  and  called  out  to 

»  mtih,  '  Ot^Iemen.  it  is  yelUne!     Gentlemen,  it  is  not 

Id  consequence  of  this  happy  distinction  they 

Iht  p*  tbe  cocM^bman  ;  and  the  same  man,  who  bad  mounted 

K|unl  at  tbr  gate,  came  up  with  his  friends,  rescued  the 

if^e.  and.  sorrouDding  the  coachman  with  their  pikes, 

i(;bc  blm  safely  Into  the  yard.     The  pole  of  th<'  car- 

\  bkvtog  been  broken  in  the  Snit  onset,  the  bousc- 

■  fDulil   not   leave    Ed  (le  worths  town    till    morning. 

I  the  night  in  walking  up  and  down,  listening 

1  but  the  rebeb  returned  do  more,  and  tbiia 

I  was  saved  by  the  gratitude  of   a  single  indi- 

■had  icarvely  time  to  rejoice  in  the  escape  of  our 
,  iwd   wif<?ty  of  our  house,  when  we   found 
t  dan^-rii    arose  even    from    this  escape.     Even 
B  tbe  bouwr  U-ing  sfMred,  jealousy  and  suspicion  arose 
I  ol  many,  who  at  Una  time  saw  every  thing 
■gb  the  midst  of  party  prejudice.     Tbe  dislike  to  my 
it's  a>rps  appeared  every  hour  more  strong.     He  saw 
I  that  might  arise   from    tbe    slightest 
[{•oiit  of  quarrel.     It  was  not  jwesible  for  bim  to 
il  bin  n>en.  unarmed  as  they  still  were,  to  their  homes. 
Umy   ahuuld    lie  destroyed  by   the   reikis:   yet   tbe 
of  tbt>  other  corps  wished  to  have  tliem  ordered 
a  of  tbe  town,  and  to  this  effect  Joined  in  a  memorial 
IDUlU    .    .    . 
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"Tbese  petty  dissensions  were,  however,  at  c 
tnent  suBpoiided  ami  forgotten  in  a  general  aenae  < 
ilangL'r.  An  express  arriveil  late  one  night,  wiUi  1 
news  thai  the  FreucL,  who  were  rapidly  advancing,  ■ 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  town  of  Longforti.  A  \ 
seized  tiie  people.  There  were  in  the  town  eighty  o 
carabineers  aud  two  corpa  of  yeomanry,  but  it  was  pro- 
posed to  evacuate  the  ganiaou.  My  father  strongly  op- 
posed this  nieosut-i! ;  and  undertook,  with  fifty  uieu,  If 
arms  and  ammiiuitiuu  were  supplied,  to  defeud  the  J 
of  LotigfoKl,  wliere  th^re  was  a  strong  pass,  at  whieli  b 
enemy  might  be  stopiied.  He  urged  that  a  stand  ititg 
be  mode  there  till  the  king's  army  should  oome  up. 
oSer  was  glaitly  accepted :  men,  arms,  ammunition,  all  h 
could  want  or  desire,  were  placetl  at  his  disposal. 
8te])t  that  night  in  the  jail,  with  every  thing  pi-epored  1 
its  dercuec.  But  the  noxt  morning  fresh  news  euuie.  t 
the  French  had  turned  oQ  from  the  Longford  road,  ■ 
were  goiug  towards  Granard  :  of  this,  however,  there  1 
no  certainty.  My  father,  by  the  desire  of  the  coininai 
ing  officer,  rode  out  to  reconuoilrc ;  and  my  brother  n 
to  tike  top  of  the  court-house  with  a  telescope,  for  t 
same  pu!'(K»e.  We  (Mrs.  Edgeworth.  my  aunts,  my  sis- 
ters, and  mysi'lf)  were  waiting  to  hear  the  result  in  one 
of  the  upper  sitting-rooms  of  the  iuu,  which  fronted  Lh£ 
BtrcK't.  We  heard  a  loud  shout ;  and,  going  to  tho  win- 
dow, we  saw  the  people  throwiug  up  their  liatA,  aud  hc:knl 
)lU2zas.  Ad  express  had  arrive<I,  with  news  tliiit  tU^-_ 
French  and  tlie  rebels  had  been  benk'n ;  that  Gen. 
had  come  up  with  them,  at  a  place  csdlwl  Ballyuarr 
near  Granard;  timl  fifteen  hundred  rebels  and  1 
were  killed,  and  tliat  the  French  generals  and  ofGcers  « 
pruuners. 

"We  were   impatient  for  my  father,  when  i 
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1  Joyful  nirws.  llv  had  not  yi^t  rcturneii.  and  we  look»l 
III  Uie  wiQilovra  in  liopes  of  Bering  him :  )nit  wo 
e  ouiy  a  great  uumber  of  tlic  people  of  the  lown, 
i  with  each  other.  This  lasted  a  few  mio- 
l  then  the  erriwil  gathei«<l  Id  aileuce  itiund  one 
V  aiwkv  with  uuj^ry  vtthemoucD  ami  gestieiilatian, 
fflfiftH:,  ttmi  frpqucDlly  wiping  his  forehead.  We 
thiii|[lit  be  was  a  mouDt^bank  barangiiiii^  the  {xipiilHee, 
U  we  saw  tlial  he  wore  a  uniform.  LisU'iiing  with  cun- 
ihT.  to  make  out  what  ho  waa  saying,  wo  observwl  that 
l»kiuk«4)  u]>  lowartia  us:  ami  we  lliouglit  we  heani  him 
nice  tttv  uunifii  uf  my  fatlier  autl  lirotLt^i'  in  tones  of 
:  (Willi  acttixx'ly  believe  what  we  heard  him 
I\Kotin^  up  to  Itie  lop  of  the  court-house,  he  ex-. 

►  '* '  JIutI  yoiiun;  Edgewortb  ought  to  be  ilrs^getl  down 
I  the  top  of   that  house.'     Our  housekeei>er  burst 
B  tbr  room.  »o  much  t4.'rrilleil  she  could  banlly  siH'iik. 

'  Uy  master,  ma'nin !  it  is  all  against  tny  mnsler  I 

B  mob  say  they  will  tear  him  to  pieces  if  tliey  catch 

They  say  he's  a  traitor,  —  that  he  illuml- 

i  the  )ail  to  deliver  it  H|i  to  the  French.' 

■*  No  wonU  can  give  an  Idea  of  our  aalouishnx^'nt.     Itltt- 

What  could  be  meant  by  the  jail  lieitig  illumi- 

ol?     My  fnlhpr  bad  literally  but  two  farthitifi  candles. 

fUte  ii);ht  of  which  he  had  been  reading  tlie  ucwBpnjK-r 

)  pn'CcflinEC  night.     Tlie«e,  however,  were  aaid  to 

^  Mj^Kuls  for  the  enemy !     The  Absurdity  of  the  whole 

[i  Klariug  that  we  could  scarcely  couceive  the  danger 

but  our  pale  landlady's  fears  were  un>eiii ;  she 

I  hrr  bouae  should  be  pulled  down.    We  found 

[vrwiu  not  the  letM  lieeause  the  acciiHation 

On  the  (xintrary.  it  was  great  In  pro|K>rtion  to 

i  for  the  I)e0{tle  who  could  at  once  be  under 
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snch  ft  porvorsion  of  intoUects,  and  snob  aD  iltniuoD  of 
tbcir  ecnsps,  must  indcnl  be  in  a  state  of  frenzy. 

"  The  crowd  had  by  this  time  removed  from  before  the 
windows,  but  we  heard  that  they  were  gone  to  that  ewl 
of  the  tows  through  which  they  expected  Mr.  Edgeworth 
to  return. 

"  Wc  sent  immediately  to  the  eommnudiDg  oRicer,  in- 
forming liim  of  what  we  had  beard,  and  requesting  tiia 
advice  and  assistaucc.  He  came  to  us,  and  recominended 
that  we  should  despatch  a  messeDger  to  warn  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  of  \m  dauger,  and  to  request  thai  he  would  not 
return  to  Longford  this  day.  The  oUiccr  ailded,  tliat.  in 
cousequenra  of  the  rejoicings  for  the  \-iclory,  hia  men 
would  probably  be  all  dininh  in  a  few  hours,  and  that  he 
could  not  answer  for  them.  This  offlcer.  a  capUin  ot 
yeomanry,  was  a  good-natured  but  Inetllcicnt  man,  who 
spoke  imilcr  oonsiderable  nervous  agitation,  and  seemed 
desirous  to  do  all  he  could,  hut  not  to  Iw  able  to  do  any 
thing.  We  wrote  inatjuilly,  and  with  ditHcuIty  found  a 
man  wlio  undertook  to  oonvi^  the  nolv.  It  was  to  be 
carried  to  meet  him  on  one  road,  and  Mre.  Edgewurlh  anil 
I  determined  to  drive  out  to  meet  him  ou  the  other.  We 
tnad«  our  way  down  to  the  inn-yanl,  wtieio  the  cirriti^ 
was  ready.  Several  gentlemen  sgraku  to  us  as  we  got  into 
the  carriage.  Iwgging  us  not  to  Iw  alarmed.  Sirs.  I->lgo- 
worth  replied  that  she  was  more  Eiirprise<l  tlian  alarmed. 
The  commanding  officer  and  the  sovereign  of  Longford 
walked  by  the  aide  of  the  caniage  through  the  town  :  and, 
ae  the  mob  believed  that  we  were  going  away  not  to 
return,  we  got  tlirough  without  molestation.  We  wtiil  • 
few  miles  on  the  road  towards  Edgeworthstown.  till,  xt 
a  tenant's  house,  we  lieiird  that  my  father  had  passed  by 
half  au  hour  ago ;  that  he  was  riding  in  company  with  ao 
officer,  BUpi)oaed  to  be  of  Lord  Comwallis's  or  Ueo. 
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tifcf's  army ;  Hint  llicy  li.i»l  taken  a  short  cut,  which  U-d 

'   tniu  l,ioBgfon\   by  another  entranc*.  —  moat  fortunatelyi 

M  that  at  which  an  armed  mob  lixd  oaaeiubleil,  exi>ecting 

object  of  their  fory.     Seeing  him  return  t«  tlie  inn 

h  kh  officer  of  tlte  Icing's  army,  liiey  iuia^m-tl.  us  we 

t  afterwanla  told,  timt  he  was  brouglit  bade  a  pria- 

nd  tbcy  wVTVr  antiafied. 

e  tnunMiit  we  «nw  him  safe,  we  laughed  at  our  own 

nl  ogam  dontitpd  the  reality  of  the  danger ;  nioi-e 

BUpMially.  as  be  trcate<l  the  idea  with  the  utmost  incredu- 

Wtj  ami  acofii. 

'  "Major  (now  Gen.)  Eustace  was  the  ofBcer  who  re- 

aed  wfUi  biui.     lie  (IIiilhI  with  us.     »ery  tiling  appeared 

:  the  [M'raons  who  had  talcen  refuge  at  the  iiiu  were 

•  foac  to  their  homes  ;  and  it  was  aupi>oaed,  that,  wliat- 

r  di^wsitionB  to  riot    had  existed,   the  news  of   the 

h  of  Bonieof  Lord  Comwallis's  suite,  or  of  triwpB 

s  to  bring  in  the  French  prisoners,  would  pn->veiit 

(  probaUUty  of  ditttnrbance.     In  the  evening  the  |>ri»- 

I  arrivvd  at  the  inn.     A  crowd  followe<l  them,  but 

A    suD-bumt,    iKiarse-loohiug   man,    in    a   huge 

dcMl  hat,  with  a  quantity  of  gold  laee  on  his  clothes, 

I  to  fix  all  attention.     He  was  pointed  out  »s  the 

geDeral,    Homburg,    or    Sarrazin.     As    he    dia- 

niM  front  his  hot«e.  he  tlirew  the  bridle  over  its  neck. 

i  looked  al  the  aulmal  as  if  he  fell  that  he  was  bis  only 


"  We  beard  my  father  in  the  evening  ask  Major  Eus- 
k  with  liim  through  the  town  to  the  Imrrack- 
I  to  eT«idl%  parade :  and  we  saw  them  go  out  to- 
tt,  witboat  our  feeling  the  sliuihtest  apprehension. 
Eld  »l  the  inn.  By  this  time  Col.  Ilan.lfleld, 
rCannoa.  and  some  other  officers  had  arrive<l,  and 
e  al  dinner  In  a  parior  on  the  ground  floor,  under  our 
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room.      It  being  bot  neathcr,  the  vindows  were  opi 
Notliiug  iiow  seemed  to  be  thought  of  but  rejoiciugs  I 
the  victory-     ConrtleB  were  preparing  for  an  illuminutioi 
waiters,  chambermaids,   taiicUiulj,  all   hnnila   were 
scooping  turnips  and  [wttitoes  for  canilkaticks,  to  s 
in  eveiy  pane  of  every  loyal  window. 

"  In  tlic  midst  of  this  preparation,  alx)ut  half  an  1 
after  my  father  had  left  ua,  we  heaiTl  a  great  ui)roar  f 
Uie  street.    At  first  we  thought  the  shouts  were  only  r«"^ 
Joiciugs  for  victory ;  but,  as  they  came  nearer,  we  bimWt 
screeeliings  and  yellings,  indescrilmbly  horrible.    A  mob 
Liul  galhci-ed  at  the  gau,-s  of  the  Itarmclt-yard,  and,  joluii] 
by  many  soidiers  of  the  yeomanry  on  leaving  parade,  had 
followed  JMajor  Eustace  and  my  father  from  the  Uirraeks. 
The  major  being  ibis  evening  lu  colored  clothes,  the  peo- 
ple no  longer  knew  him  to  be  on  officer,  nor  eonwived,  U 
they    had   done    before,    tbnt    Kfr.    Eiigcwoctti    was    biS 
prisoner.     Tlie  moh  had  not  conteut^^d  tliemsclves  witil  _ 
the  horrid  yells  that  we  had  heait],  but  bad  beeu  peltii 
them  with  hart!  turf,  stones,  and  brickbats.     Fi-om  one  < 
these  my  father  ivceiveil  a  blow  on  the  side  of  his  hei 
coming  with  sueh  force  as  to  stagger  and  almost  to  i 
him ;  but  lie  kept  himself  up,  knowiDg  that  if  once  he  I 
he  shoidd  he  trampled  under  foot.    He  walkeil  oi: 
till  he  cume  within  a  few  yards  of  the  inn,  when  ontf 
llie  mob  seized  hold  of  Major  Eustace  by  the  collar, 
father,  seeing  the  windows  of  the  inn  open,  called  wit^ 
loud  voiue,  '  Major  Eustace  is  in  danger  I ' 

"The  officers,  who  were  at  dinner,  and  who  till  I 
moment  had  supposed  the  noise  in  the  street  to  be  ( 
drunken  rejoicings,  immeiliately  ran  out.  At  the  sight  ^ 
Itritiub  oHleei-s  and  drawn  swoi'da,  tlie  jwpulace  gave  way, 
and  dis))ei3ed  iu  different  directions. 

**  I'he  preparation  for  the  illuminations  then  went  on. 
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11  if  notfabg  had  intervened.  All  the  panes  of  our  win- 
lion  in  the  front  room  were  in  a  blaze  of  light  hy  the 
tiar  ibe  moh  returued  through  the  street.  The  night 
pawc)  witliDut  further  iliutnrbani'C. 

■•  X*  rariy  ns  we  i^duM  the  next  morniDg  we  left  I»ng- 
(uH,  wi'l  rctunit-il  tioraewiinJs :  all  danger  from  rebels  lie- 
iij  BOW  over,  the  rebellion  huviug  been  tertnmuted  hy  tlie 
hhtiattie. 

■■  When  we  eame  near  Edgeworthstown,  we  aaw  many 
«*il-kDown  fa*x»  at  the  cabin-doors,  looking  out  to  wcl- 
mnr  u*.  Oiie  mua,  who  was  sitting  on  the  bauk  of  a 
ibleli  hy  the  rrttitlttiilc,  when  he  looked  u]>  as  our  1101*309 
iw»"l,  BO'I  «aw  my  father,  clasped  hia  bands,  and  Messed 
■^  return ;  bis  face,  ns  the  moruing  sun  sbone  upon  it, 
»M  ibc  stroOffest  picture  of  joy  1  ever  saw.  The  village 
VM  a  mvlani'lioly  s|tevtacle, — windows  shattored,  luid 
•loow  hr^cn.  Hut  though  the  mischief  done  was  great, 
tinv  had  been  little  pillage.  Within  our  gntcs  wc  fuunil 
aU  im>|*rty  safe  ;  literally  ■  not  a  twig  touched,  nor  a  leaf 
JaruiT-l.'  Within  tlie  bouse  every  thing  was  as  we  had 
Irfi  ii :  a  map  that  we  had  been  consulting  was  still  open 
qws  tiw  tilirary-tjtble,  with  pencils,  and  slips  of  paper 
MNitaioui^  till!  Ifssous  in  arithmetic,  in  which  some  of  Ihe 
}QWtg  pvopk^  had  Ix^n  engaged  the  morning  we  had  been 
dhtTD  from  home ;  a  pansy,  in  a  glass  of  water,  wliieh 
no*  of  the  childrco  hiul  been  drnwiug,  was  still  on  tJie 
rtiiiBDej-{H«^.  These  trivial  circums  tan  el's,  marking  re- 
i'se  and  tmni{Uillity.  struck  us  at  tliis  moment  with  an 
^UHwooablc  sort  of  surprise,  and  all  that  had  passed 
■wintil  lUce  an  iovoherent  dream.  The  joy  of  having  my 
Mlbfr  in  aafety  remaine<l.  and  patitude  to  Heaven  for  his 
^BMrratiua.  These  fn-tings  spread  iuexftreHsihle  pleas- 
^B  mvr  what  iw«rocd  tii  1>i>  a  new  sense  of  existence. 
^Va  tbe  mcMl  common  things  ap^teared  delightful :  the 


126  A   STUDY   or  MARIA   EDQEWOHTH. 

gre€u  Iftwn,  the  still  grorcs,  tlie  birds  singing,  the  I 
air,  &I!  external  nature,  and  all  the  goods  and  ck>dv 
of  life,  seemed  to  have  wonderfully  iucreased  i 
from  tbe  fear  into  wbicfa  we  had  been  put  of  losing  1 
irrecoverably. 

"  Tlie  first  thing  my  father  did,  the  day  we  eame  homet ' 
was  to  di-aw  up  a  memorial  to  the  lord-lieu  tenant,  desir- 
ing to  have  a  court-martial  held  on  the  aei^eant,  who.  by 
haranguing  the  populace,  had  raised  the  mob  at  Longford ; 
his  next  care  was  to  walk  througli  the  village,  to  exnmin« 
what  damage  had  been  done  by  the  rebels,  and  to  onUr 
tliul  repairs  of  all  his  tenants'  houses  should  be  made  at 
bis  expense.  A  few  days  aft*r  our  return,  government 
onk-red  that  the  amis  of  the  Edge  worth  stown  infantry 
should  Ih.'  forwarded  by  the  wmmauding  officer  at  Ixmg- 
ford.  Tiiraugh  the  whole  of  their  hard  week's  trial,  the 
corps  had,  without  any  esception,  behaved  perfectly  well. 
It  was  perhaps  moi-e  difficult  to  honest  and  brave  men 
passiv-ely  to  bear  such  a  trial  than  to  encounter  any  to 
which  they  could  have  been  ex|>osed  in  action. 

"When  the  arms  for  the  corps  arrived,  my  father,  In 
delivering  them  to  the  men,  thanked  Ihem  publicly  for  ttipir 
conduct,  assuring  them  tliat  he  would  rememlwr  it  when- 
ever he  should  have  opportunities  of  serving  lliem,  collect- 
ively or  individually.  In  long  after  years,  as  oceasiooa 
arose,  each,  who  continued  to  deserve  it,  found  iu  him  a 
friend,  and  felt  that  he  more  than  fulfilled  his  promise." 

Maria,  with  her  father  and  mother,  visited  the 
scene  of  the  battle  at  Ballynamuck:  and  she  found 
some  difficulty  in  managing  her  saddle-horse  "Dap- 
ple," who  did  not  like  all  the  sights  of  the  camp  as 
well  as  she  did.  There  was  another  alarm  of  a 
rising  of  the  rebels  at  Graiiard,  which  occasioned 
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ft  borriouling  nf  the  house,  and  watches  being  set 
ti\  ilsy  antl  night  in  the  town  and  hrniBes  at  Edge- 
mrtlutown  and  the  neighborhood;  but  the  rising 
%«a  snjipresseil.  and  the  tide  of  insurrection  and 
*u  pasdied.  We  hear  uo  more  of  this,  except  the 
of  the  insurgents.  In  speaking  of  the  after 
mnta,  Maria  writen :  — 

Some  few.  veiy  few  indeed,  of  bia  tenantry  on  & 
KiMtp  iwtate  —  ulna  I  too  near  Ballynamuck  —  did  joia 
Ik  fvMii.  Tlw-He  iivrsoiia  were  iii-ver  re-admitted  on  my 
ilhw't  eauti-.  But  it  wtia  difficult,  in  certaiu  cases,  to 
Miw  what  iiujjhl  to  I>e  done ;  for  iuslance,  witli  rog.ird 
tlu!  intui  who  biul  sitved  our  house  from  pillage,  but 
b  had  certainly  been  joined  with  the  rebels.  It  was 
■  wfao  policy  of  gorerainent  to  partlon  those  who  had 
I  btta  riugleixdera  io  this  rebellion,  and  who,  repcntiug 
Ibrir  folly,  werw  tleairous  to  return  to  their  allegiance 
il  to  Ibdr  pi-iiix-a1>l«  duties.  My  father  sent  for  this 
m,  and  said  lie  would  apply  to  goveminent  for  a  pardon 
rbim.  Thii  man  smiled,  aud  eluppiiig  his  pocket  said, 
bave  tsy  Corny  bare  safe  alivady,  I  thaak  your  honor, 
c  aim  I  would  nut  have  been  such  a  fool  as  to  be 
iwiDjc  niy«elf  without  1  hod  a  pvrtection,'  —  a  pardon 
;iwd  by  tJie  lurd-lieutcuaut.  Lord  Comwallis,  id  their 
tty  t])lrit  of  nbbreviation,  they  called  a  Corny. 
"  Wlieo  Off  fallivr  said,  that,  however  much  we  were 
Kgtd  to  him  for  saving  the  house,  we  could  not  reicard 
n  for  being  a  rebel,  ho  answered,  '  Oh,  I  know  that  I 
M  not  »pect  it,  nor  look  for  any  thing  at  all.  but  what 
iVilb  these  wonls  he  went  away,  satia- 
fctboogb  my  fatht^r  gave  him  nothing  at  this  time, 
i  never  forget  him. 
It  floonderable  time  afterwurd,  my   father,  finding 
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that  tbc  man  conducted  himself  well,  took  lui  opportiitii^ 
of  serving  him.  .  .  . 

"  Before  we  quit  this  subject,   it  may  bo   useful  to  ' 
record,  that  tUe  French  generals  who  headed  this  iuvaaion 
dociari'd  Ihey  had  been  eom|)leU!ly  <leceived  as  to  the 
state  uf  Ireland.     Tbi'y  had  expectwl  to  llnd  the  iX'opla 
in  open  rebellion,  or  at  least,  in  tbeir  own  plin 
Utd  for  insurrection ;  but,  to  their  dianiay,  tliey  fo» 
only  ragtimuffine,  —  canaille,  as  they  called  thcui,- 
in  joining  tbeir  staudard,  did  tbeiu  infiuitely  more 
than  good." 

The  year  1797  found  the  family  quietly  enjoyii 
Edgeworthstown.      Maria,  and  her  father  arraiij 
in  Jaiiujiry  for  acting  a  comedy  called  "Wliim  ft 
Whim."     It  was  acted  tiyice,  with  much  applutise, 
in  the  theatre  built  over  the  study.     It  was  later 
offered  to  Sheridan,  but  rejected  by  him,  as  Le  did 
not  consider  it  suited  for  the  general  public. 

"Practical  Education"  was  published  in  1798. 
It  was  well  praised  and  abused  by  the  critics,  nud 
made  its  authors  famous.  It  appeared  in  a  quarto 
form  in  two  volumes,  and  vreut  t«  a  third  vdltiun 
in  1815.  This  work,  from  the  hands  of  Maria  Edge* 
worth  and  her  father,  contains  manj-  vnlnalilo  ( 
litil  thoughts  on  education.  It  shows  a  wide 
exhaustive  range  of  study  and  experience  in  the 
care  and  development  of  the  moral,  mental,  and 
physical  nature  of  childhood  and  early  youth.  The 
titiepage  hears  the  names  of  botli  father  and  daugh- 
ter ,  but  hers  justly  has  the  first  place,  for  to  her  the 
public  owed  the  best  part  of  the  conception  and 
executii'n  of  this  admirable  book.     It  is  true, 
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dit!  ivail  bcivelf  of  her  father's  assLstance,  and  per- 
lu^elio  relied  too  much  on  hia  views  and  tlieuries 
tat  liM  plan;  jet  one  can  easily  see  where  she  tliiijis 
iitt  li«Mclf,  Olid  writes  from  lier  own  ideas. 

In  the  immetise  family  of  Mr.  Edgeworth,  it  was 
cu)'  tu  fiiiil  all  tbe  anecdotes,  all  the  details  and 
iuti,  DL'cciuuuy  for  a  careful  study  of  a  practical 
ifKem  of  education :  but  this  work  shows  a  va^t 
uiouiit  of  reading;  a  patient  accumulation  of  others' 
TiewB  on  uistruction  ;  a  careful  and  thorough  weigh- 
iag  of  methods,  systems,  and  theories,  which  make 
it  quite  au  exhaustive  history  of  education  up  to  the 
time  it  was  WTitten.  All  this  we  owe  to  tbe  clear  - 
nbd  and  the  methodical  arrangement  of  Maria. 
She  qnotct,  from  a  great  number  of  writers,  very 
jwrtineut  ajid  timely  observations  on  tbe  subject. 
Xiberality  ajid  breadth  mark  both  the  plan  aud  the 
execution  of  the  treatise. 
Uany  have  had  the  care  of  young  children ;  but 
K,  very  few  people  have  drawn  from  that  labor, 
^hich  involves  so  much  anxiety,  fatigue,  and  daily 
,  such  a  store  of  useful  aud  judicious  impres- 
and  hints  for  future  educators.  Those  who 
rVrite  fur  and  about  children,  and  their  wants  and 
Ln»ement!>,  are  usually  visionary  and  unpractical, 
as  a  rule,  they  have  not  been  in  constant,  or 
f«i  in&equent,  attendance  on  them.  And  those 
piba  UK  witli  children  much  ordinarily  have  neither 
'  timv,  ability,  nor  the  inclination  to  do  what 
Edgcworth  did  in  preparing  this  treatise  on 
Piactical  Education,"  all  the  while  being  in  con- 
feal  practice  of  its  ruled. 
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Rousseau,  Mrae.  de  Genlis,  and  others  have  oflfered 
to  the  public  flowery  and  fanciful  schemes  of  edu- 
cation, beneficial  neither  to  the  individual  nor  tha 
comraunity.  The  father  who  put  his  own  offspring 
into  a  foundling-asylum  was  hardly  a  fit  exponent 
of  theories  of  education;  though  unquestionably  he 
had  ovigiuality  of  thought,  and  nniny  hints  may 
be  gained  from  his  writings.  The  views  of  Mme. 
de  Genlis  also  lose  something  when  taken  in  con- 
nection »-ith  the  incidents  of  her  life;  and  one 
cannot  on  this,  as  some  other  subjects,  quite  sepa- 
rate tlie  author  from  the  book.  The  reader  cannot 
take,  without  limitations  and  painful  doubts,  the 
theories,  however  grand,  beautiful,  and  original,  of 
such  writei's  as  these,  and  some  others  who  have 
written  upon  this  subject.  An  immoral  life  does  not 
add  either  dignity  to  the  theme  or  confidence  in  the 
writer,  when  works  of  morality  are  to  be  considered. 

Sound  morality,  and  practical  study  of  the  j"oung 
and  their  development,  must  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  clearest  perception  and  the  most  brilliant  theo- 
ries for  their  future  education. 

Tliis  book  was  severely  criticised  by  some,  who 
found  no  chapter  on  religion  in  it.  What  ihc  prfr 
face  says  should  have  disarmed  these  cavillers. 
There  is  a  Bound  and  pure  morality  incniatcd  in 
every  part  of  the  book :  it  breathes  only  the  highest 
aspiration  for  human  good  and  elevation.  In  the 
opening  pages,  where  the  authors  explain  their  v 
they  say,  — 

'*  Ou  religion  and  |>olitica  we  have  been  silent :  bec« 
we  liave  no  ambition  to  gain  parlisana.  or  to  niakv  i 
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Ijin,  and  heraiise  ne  do  not  address  ourselves  exclusively 
b  «iiy  Mci  or  lo  any  party." 

Mrs.  Barbaulti '  made  some  objections  to  the  plan 
td  Mr.  DIgewortli,  wliieh  was  tletugned  to  exclude 
■litldrDn  fmm  tlie  society  and  example  of  servants. 
Stntlemntra  ^gentlemen"  and  ladies'  maids,  with 
|be  osuiU  large  Dumber  of  house  and  stable  retain- 
»  of  a  well-appointed  household  in  Great  Britain, 
re  too  often  the  earliest  instructors  of  children  of 
Bod  families.  We  have  only  to  look  at  the  way 
I  which  a  large  family  is  regulated  even  at  the 
mKnt  day  in  England,  to  see  that  servants  piay 
X>  important  a  part  in  the  first  years  of  little  chil- 
ttn's  lives. 

In  iiM  establishment  this  system  was  compara- 

r  cosy.     He  had  the  Misses  Sneyd  with  him, 

k  wife,  and  some  grown-up  daughters.     He  himself 

I  always  at  home,  with   the  exception  of  short 

Mja  or  visits.      His  method  of  education  was 

I  well  understood  by  his  family,  that  an  occasional 

)  made  no  material  difference  in  the  working 

His  children  were  all  intelligent  and 

}  who  lived  to  grow  up  certainly  exem- 

I  advantages  of  his  manner  of  instruction 

•  own  family. 


ith  r^^ix-m  to  what  is  eomniotily  cnllcd  tlie  ediiea- 
'  tint  Iw-art.  wc  have  endeavored  to  siijigcst  the 
t  meiuu  of  mditciug  useful  and  agreealile  habits, 
ed  sympathy,  and  benevolent  afFections.  A 
1  AnD«  una*  Bubauld,  1TU-182S. 
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witty  writer  says,  '  11  est  permia  d'cnnuyer  en  moral!) 
d'H  Jusqu'ft  CoDstantiuopIe.'  UawUling  to  avail  . 
aelves  of  this  poimtsstoD,  we  liavc  seilulously  avoi 
declamatioQ  ;  and  wlieiievcr  we  liave  lieen  olilige<l  t 
pent  ancient  maxims  and  common  trutlis.  we  lia^ 
least  tbought  it  bccomiog  to  present  tb<.'m  in  a  i 
dress." 

They  think  they  have  reduced  education  to  \ 
"experimental  science."  having  studied  it  in  th( 
own  family.  The  preface  says  of  the  prcparatiil 
and  composition  of  the  book,  — 

"Tlie  firet  hint  of  the  chapter  on  'Toys'  was  i 
ccived  from  Dr.  Be<idoe8 ;  the  sketch  of  an  Jntroduct^n 
to  chemistry  for  children  was  given  to  us  hy  Mr.  Lovell 
Edgoworth  :  and  the  rest  of  the  work  wna  resumed  from 
a  design  formed  and  begun  twenty  years  ago." 

When  a  book  appeara  under  the  name  of  two 
authors,  it  is  natural  to  inquire  what  ehare  belongs 
to  each  of  them.  All  that  relates  to  the  art  of 
teacliing  to  read,  in  the  chapter  on  "Tasks,"  the 
chapters  on  "  Grammar  and  Classical  Literature," 
"  Geography,"  "  Chronology,"  "Aritlimetic,"  "  Ge-' 
ometry,"  and  "Mechanics"  was  -mitten  by  Mr. 
Edgeworth :  the  rest  of  the  work  was  written  by 
Maria.  The  chapter  on  "  Obedience  "  was  ^vritteo 
from  the  notes  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Edgeworlh,  who 
had  remarkable  success  in  managing  lier  fam 
The  manuscript  was  submitted  to  her,  and  f 
vised  parts  of  it  '*  in  the  last  stage  of  a  fatal  ( 
ease." 

Tlie  plan  of  the  book  is  quite  extensive  and  < 
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Drehenstve.  Bcsidea  the  chapters  aheady  mentioned, 
those  by  Muria  muy  be  briefly  ufimeil.  They  are  the 
.best  part  of  the  work ;  being  original,  witty,  clever, 
ui<]  vultuiblo:  "Toys,"  "Tusks,"  "On  Attention," 
"Serrants,"  "Acquaintance,"  "On  Temper,"  "On 
iTrutli,"  "Ou  Obedience,"  "  On  Rewards  ami  Pun- 
iUimonts,"  "On  Sympathy  and  SeubibiUty,"  "On 
Vanity,  Pride,  and  Ambition."  In  vol.  ii.,  "  On 
□blic  and  Private  Education,"  "  On  Female  Ac- 
iplishments,"  "Memory  and  Invention,"  "Tawte 
id  Imagination,"  "Wit  and  Judgment,"  "  Pru- 
ice  and  EMnomy,"  and  n  summary  of  the  whole. 
n  are  twenty-five  chapters  in  all,  and  an  appen- 
Mr.  Edgeworth's  part  contains  good  rSmm^a 
departments  of  study  he  names.  They  are 
■ny  teacher  of  average  ability  could  have 
Maria's  work  is  evidently  that  of  the 
Viinltifr;  and  she  shows  plainly  in  this — her  first 
large  Work  —  the  master  hand  which  drew  the  never* 
to^Mvforfpitti'n  characters  of  her  novels  and  tales- 
One  sees  here  tlie  rules  on  which  she  built  her  social 


Ani«ricati  and  modern  English  systems  of  educa^ 
,liDDditrt.T,  of  course,  widely  from  the  style  in  vogue 
at  the  time  the  Edgeworths  vrrote.  We  draw  for 
methods  of  instruction  all  the  best  of  the  many 
ji*ta  and  theories  of  education  heretofore  presented 
to  the  world.  One  may  ye(  learn  much  from  the 
nf  the  Edgeworths ;  and  in  an  article  on  "  The 
Pedigree  of  the  Quincy  Pedagogy,  of  Quincy, 
K,"  Mr.  HoracB  Bnmstead.  of  Atlanta  Univer- 
Georgia,  sayi.  in  1880,— 
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*'It,a  lmeag;c  is  made  bright  with  the  names  of  E<lg| 
worth  in  Englaud,  Rousseau  and  Jacotot  in 
Pestulozzi  in  .Switzerland,  FrcBbel  and  Diesterweg  | 
Germany,  and  our  own  Horace  Maun  in  America." 

lie  says  in  the  same  ai-tiele,  — 

"  The  woni-metUod  has  even  an  earlier  bistorj-,  both  % 
Euro[)e  and  iu  tliis  country,  than  ia  here  indicated, 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  it  was  advocated  | 
^aria  Kdgcwurlh  in  England,  and  practised  by  the  o 
'hrated  Jacotot  in  France." 

No  one  who  has  studied  education  in  theory,  OT 
for  the  pu^^)ose  of  utilizing  Ids  ijitbrmatiou  in  teach- 
ing, should  fail  to  read  this  book  of  the  Edgeworthf 
There  is  a  sincerity  of  purpose,  and  a  direct,  deal 
and  vivacious  style,  in  "Practical  Education,"  wBt(j 
will  attract  and  interest  all  who  are  engaged  iu  i 
atruction.    Several  of  the  chapters  are  odmirabl 
and  brilliant  treatises  on  the  subjects  they  profie 
to  explain.     Among  those  which  are  to  be  espeoiid 
commended  are  those  on  "Memoiy  and  Inventiooj 
"Taste    and    Imagination,"   and  "The    SuuimarfJI 
Maria  says  near  the  end  of  the  book,  — 

"The  general  prindple,  that  we  ehould  as§ociate  pleti 
ure  with  whatever  we  wiali  our  jinpile  slionld  pursue,  a 
pam  with  whatever  we  wbh  thai  they  elioukl  avoid,  ton 
our  readers  will  perceive,  the  basis  of  our  plan  of  eilud^ 
tiou." 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

EonlAltd.  — WHtB*  "  Porifive  anil  Forjret,"  and  "To- 
-Mi  E(lg«wi.rih  anil  Maria  meoi  Old  Krienila.— 
IftLBarbaulil.  — Society  at  Cllltoa,  —  VUU  to  London.  —  John- 
WD.  — fteliim  to  IrBlaud,  —  "Castle  Bitckrpnt."  —  Maria  prints 
B»H!"MoralTttlQ»."  — "BellnilB."'  — "EswiLy  onlrisU  Bnll»."  — 
IWtsanr  I*Iol«l*i  Visit  to  EilgeworthsUiwD.  —  A  Jouruoy  to 
hHa  |<ri>jKWviit.  —  Dr.  Dkrvlti'i  Deatli. 

Is  January,  1799,  Mr,  Edgeworth,  who  had  been 
llKted  to  the  last  Parliament  held  in  Ireland,  by 
fitt  bornugh  of  St.  Jnhn'a-town,  County  Longfoid, 
lidtod  Dtibliii  with  his  wife.  In  the  spring  they 
Mot  lo  England,  accuui])anied  by  Maria.  In  this 
Maria  wrote  a  little  stury  on  a  hint  from  Miss 
GhwbjtKt  Sneyd,  "that  the  early  lessons  for  the 
poor  should  Mpeak  with  detestation  of  the  spirit  of 
She  adds, — 


'•  I  have  jn«t  finisheil  a  little  story  called  '  Forgive 
■d  Ptir^.'  upoD  tUia  idea.  I  am  now  writing  one  on 
mb))wt  recommended  to  me  by  Dr.  Beaufort,  on  tlie 
lit  of  procraatinution :  the  title  of  it  is  '  By  and  By ' 
{•ftenrards  'To-morrow').  I  am  uiucli  ol>liged  to  the 
«oniiiiltt«e  of  cdiit^atioQ  and  eriticisni  at  E'lgiv 
^nhsbnni  for  their  corrections,  criticism,  and  copying." 

Haria  has  something  to  say  of  the  friends  they 
t  ID  England :  — 
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"  My  father  visited  his  old  friends  Mr.  Keir,  Mr.  Writ, 
Dr.  Darwin,  and  Mr,  William  Strutt  of  Derby.  ...  lie 
paid  his  rcsiiocts  to  his  friend  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  atu>nded 
the  oieetiugs  of  the  Royal  Socii^ty,  and  met  various  old 
an^unintanre,  whom  he  bad  formerty  known  abroad. 

"Among  the  frienda  he  formed  during  tliis  summer  in 
England,  and  in  consequence  of  the  pulilii-ation  of  his 
sentiments  on  education,  was  Mrs.  Barbauld.  Her  writ- 
ings he  had  long  admired  for  their  classical  strength  and 
eleganee,  for  their  high  and  true  tone  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious feeilng,  and  for  their  practically  useful  tendency. 
She  gratilied  him  by  accepting  an  invitation  to  pass  some 
time  with  us  at  Clifton ;  and  ever  afterwanis,  tLimgli  at 
a  great  distance  from  each  other,  her  constant  fiicndsh^ 
for  him  was  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  just  pride." 

Mrs,  Edgeworth  Bays,  — 

"■We  met  at  Clifton  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barbauld.  He  was 
an  amiable  and  benevolent  man,  so  eager  against  the 
slave-trade  that  when  he  drank  tea  with  ns  he  always 
brought  some  Eastrlndia  sugar,  that  he  might  not  share 
our  wickedness  in  eating  that  made  by  tli^  negro  slav«. 
Mra.  Barhanld,  whose  '  Evenings  at  Home '  had  so  much 
dcligiited  Maria  and  her  father,  was  very  pretty,  and  ooa- 
veracil  with  great  ability  in  admirable  language." 

That  was  a  spicy  ar^ment.  we  can  fancy,  between 
Mp.  Edgewortli  and  his  new  friend,  Mrs.  BarlanUl, 
where  she  objected  to  the  chapter  on  "  Sen'ants  "  in 
"Practical  Education,"  On  this  chapter  Mrs,  Bar- 
bauld  very  truly  remarked,  that  it  was  impracticable: 
in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  morally  and 
physically  impopaible.  She  was  willing  tn  allow 
that  in  his  own  family  be  miglit  have  been  able  to 
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I  tun  tliifl  method  into  practice,  but  in  an  ordinary 

I  funily  it  conid  not  be  done.     Mr.  Edgeworth  was 

I  fomed  lo  acknuwledge  that  Mrs.  Barbuuld  was  right 

R  her  CTiticism.  ttiiil  he  modified  his  views  on  this 

InliJL-ct.     Mrs.   ttnrbnuld  conudered,   too.  that  this 

MSUiCT  of  sepumtitig  chitdri'ti  entirely  frota  servants 

siiIkI  "  lo  fostCT  pride  and  perhaps  ingratitude." 

["TIh'  one  and  twenty  other  good  reasons  "  she  said 

I  be  given.  Mr.   Edgeworth  spared   her.     The 

t  mu>t  be  admitted,  tliiit  in  the  elenr  Hnd  spright- 

',  and  strong  mind  of  the  essayist,  poet,  and 

Bchool-mistress    of    Palgrave,  —  Mrs. 

the    Irish   inventor,   author,   and    man 

t>  vorld   met   his   match.     He  had  probably 

Bvn  a  finer  mind,  joined  with  a  more  brilliant 

iD  that  of  Mrs.  Barbauld.     He  had  met  men 

ICC,  and  women  of  letters  and  fashion ;  but 

.  Barbauld  he  met  an  antagonist  of  mettle. 

<Aj  training  and  classic  studies  hud  added  keen 

t  to  a  naturally  strong  mind,  and  thorough 

S^iiaintance  with  practical    methods  of  educating 

d  developing  young  intellects  made  her  an  author- 

n  such  matters.   Mrs.  Barbauld's  reputation  rests 

■  nucli  on  the  names  of  such  pupils  as  Lord  Den- 

\,  WUIiiim  Taylor  of  Norwich,  Sir  William  GeU, 

U  Lonl  [>aer,  and  otlier  well-knowu  men,  as  on  her 

L,  poems,  and  books  for  the  young.    Her  books 

r  children  are  still  unrivalled,  and  will  do  honor  to 

B  as  long  as  the  English  language  lasts.     No 

ler  work  has  been  done  for  the  little  ones. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgeworth  were  at  Clifton, 
lujP  first  uhild,  Fanny,  was  bom,  they  were 
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visited  bj  lier  brothers,  the  Rev.  William  Bcftul 
and  Capt.  FraDcis  Beniifurt,  afterwards  admiral  e 
hydrographer   to    the    navy.     Klaria   wrote   of   hiii^ 
in  1828  to  Capt.  Basil  Hall,  "He  is  so  true,  and 
80  really  friendly  and   able."     M.  Arago   told  hel  ' 
at  Chamouni   that   Capt.   Beaufort'ij   "  Karamaiii 
then  a  celebrated  and  new  book,  "was,  of  all  l 
bouks  of  travel  he  had  seen,  that  wLieh  he  adini 
the   most:   it  must  remain  a  standard  book." 
became  more  nearly  connected  with  the  Edgewoi 
later ;   for  when    his   first   wife,  daughter  of  Cnj 
Le  Stock  Wilson,  died,  lie  presently  married  for  ] 
second  wife  a  daughter  of  Mr.   Edgeworth  by  ] 
third  wife.    Maria  says  that  her  father  became  \ 
much  attached  to  Capt.   Beaufort,  as  much  so  ' 
he  bad  ever  been  to  Lord  Longfoi-d  or  Mr.  Day."   i 
In  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  dated  May,  171 
from  Clifton,  she  mentions  a  future  plulosopherl 
the   assistant    of   Dr.    Beddoes,    "a   young   maoj 
Mr.  Davy,"  *  and  his  discovery  of  nitrous-oxide  { 
and  describes  the  sensations  produced  by  iubalingi 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beddoes  made  the  Edgeworths'  ataj" 
Cliftou  very  agreeable.    Mrs.  Edgeworth  say^,- 

"Iler  grace,  genius,  vivacity,  and  kindui^s,  am:!  j 
great  abiUtieB,  knowle<lge.  and  benevolence,  rcadcq 
their  house  extremely  pleasant." 

Sir  Humphry  Davy  said  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  ■ 

'■  He  is  ono  of  the  most  original  men  I  ever  sawj 
uncommonly  short  and  fat,  vitli  little  clcgnnco  of  maniM 
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ri  DoUuDg  chM«ctvnstic  extematli/  of  genius  or  science  ; 

djBtli^Dt,  and,  in  n  few  ironla,  a  bad  companioD. 

Kb.  BaldoM  ia  the  reversp  of  Dr.  Bediloes,  —  estreioely 

IdKufol,  gay.  and  witty.     Sha  is  one  of  the  moHt  pleas- 

^Ml  women  I  evt-T  mH  wiUi." 

ITie  Pnoumutic  InBtitution  must  hnve  been  an 
g  pljice,  with  its  experiments  on  gases,  and  the 
vbol>bies  in  whicli  Dr.  Beddoes  indulged  himiielf. 
I  was  of  carrying  cows  into  invalids'  bedrooms, 
:  Ibey  might  inhale  the  breath  of  the  animal. 
t  family  were  turned  out  of  their  lodgings  be- 
'•  the  people  of  the  house  would  not  admit  the 
|bv&.  They  said  they  had  not  built  and  furnished 
Ifir  rooms  for  the  hoofs  of  cattle  I"  Well  might 
r  IIuDphrj'  Davy,  in  considering  the  character  uf 
r-  Betldoes,  call  him  "a  truly  remarkabli;  man,  but 
■  admirably  fitted  to  promote  inquiry  than  to 
Hltict  it." 

I  .RuLwrt  Soutbey,  in  alluding  to  his  own  intimacy 
^yj  at  Briutol,  "then  in  the  flower  and  freah- 
s  youth."  speaks  of  his  visits  to  him  at  the 
:  Institution,  and  his  discovery  of  nitrous- 
He  '•  was  a  first-rate  man,"  and  "  has 
iDy  invented  &  new  pleasure "  iu  this  gas,  "  for 
lieh  language  has  no  name."  He  said  I>r.  Beddoea 
kdvertiMd,  at  least  six  weeks  ago,  certain  cases  of 
npiioR  treated  in  cow-houses;  and  the  press 
■  been  standing  still  now  in  expectation  of — wliat 
iak  yoo?  Only  waiting  till  the  patients  be  cured." 
lAfW  leaving  Clifton,  the  Edgcworlhs  went  to 
tdon  for  a  few  weeks.  At  this  time  Miiria's 
[iaber,   JuhneoQ   the   booksellt;r,   wus    in    prison 
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for  a  publication  which  was  considered  trcasonal)] 
Mr.  Edgeworlh  and  Maria  went  to  see  him  in  1 
King's  Bench  (prison).  She  "had  a  great  regard 
for  Johnson,  though  his  procrastiuatiou  tried  her 
patience  in  all  the  business  of  printing  and  pul)Ii;«h- 
ing  her  works.  She  thought  him  a  gcnerolis,  able, 
kind-hearted  man,  and  aii  excellent  critic." 

Joseph  Johnwon,  of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  was  a 
man  of  considenible  ability.  He  was  the  person  who 
first  saw  the  merits  of  Cowper's  poems,  and  acceptod 
them,  after  several  other  publishers  liad  rejected 
them  with  something  like  scorn.  "  His  own  taste 
was  excellent,  and  Ms  own  disposition  quiet  and 
peaceable:  but  he  became  too  much  connected  with 
Godwin  and  Holcroft;  and  it  was  afterwards  a  dis- 
advantage to  '  Maria '  that  her  works  were  published 
by  the  printer  of  what  was  considered  seditious  and 
sectarian  books." 

During  this  stay  in  England,  Maria  met  Dr.  Dar- 
win. She  thought  him  "not  only  a  first-rate  genius, 
bat  one  of  the  most  benevolent,  as  well  as  the  witti- 
est, of  men.  He  stuttered,  but  far  from  lessening  the 
charm  of  conversation."  She  used  to  say  that  '*  the 
hesitation  and  slowness  with  which  his  words  came 
forth  added  to  the  effect  of  hia  himior,  and  showed 
g<jod  sense."  They  returned  to  Ireland  in  Septem- 
ber of  1799,  after  a  successfnl  visit  in  England.  Mr. 
Edgeworlh,  in  writing  to  Dr.  Darwin,  says,  "  Maria 
continues  writing  for  children,  under  the  persuasion 
that  she  cannot  be  employed  more  ser\'iceably." 

In  a  letter  of  1800  from  Maria  to  her  aunt,  Mra. 
Ruxton,  she  mentions  "  Castle  Rackreut,"  wliioh  was 
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pnliliitbed  in  thia  year,  and  begs  her  aunt  not  to 
tell  Any  one  that  it  is  ours."  Maria  attempted 
thiA  tiiuB  to  make  a  viait  to  her  fatber's  friend, 
[r.  Foster,  Speaker  of  llio  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
;C«Uon.  She  had  visited  Castle  SaundetHon  ;  and 
inivitif;  at  Alloii»town,  where  Mr.  Waller,  an  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Ed^worthX  lived,  they  found  that  Mrs. 
Paster,  widow  of  Hishop  Foster,  feart'd  iufeL-tioii,  aa 
bad  left  fever  in  Edgeworthstuwn :  they  •■  per- 
finmed  quarantine  for  a  week  "  in  AUenstowu,  and 
iTe  lip  the  \mt  to  CoUon. 

An  octavo  edition  of  "Practical  Education  "  came 

It  at  Christmas  of  this   jear.     These  were  busy 

for  Maria.     A  uew  edition  of  the   "  Moral 

'ales"  came  out  shortly  after  this.     Maria  says  two 

tlw  frontispieees  were   designed   by  Mrs.   Edge- 

th  for  this  edition,  and  two  by  Charlotte  Edge- 

VDrth.     In  thi»  edition  there  were  three  new  stories, 

— "Tbe   Knapaack,"    "The   Prussian    Vase,"   and 

ABgelina." 

"Belinda"  appeared  first  in  1801.  Maria  was  at 
Black  Castle  when  the  first  copy  reached  her.  It  is 
tuj  to  fancy  that  the  wit  and  humor  displayed  in 
iet  writings  were  nut  confined'  to  her  books.  She 
dmriy  enjoyed  a  joke,  and  contrived,  before  her 
Unt  knew  it.  to  tear  out  the  title-pages  of  the  tiiree 
yoltiine«;  and  her  aunt  read  it  without  any  suspicion 
to  Iho  authorship,  and,  excessively  entertained 
■od  delighted,  she  insisted  on  Iklaria's  listening  to 
puMge  after  pa»sage  as  she  went  ou.  Maria  affected 
VI  be  deeply  interested  in  some  book  she  held  in  her 
huul;  aiid  when  Mrs.  Ruston  exclaimed,  "Is  not  that 
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admirably  written?"  Maria  coldly  replied,  "Adm^ 
biy  ready  I  think ; "  and  then  her  aunt,  as,  if  she  1 
said  too  much,  added,  "  It  may  not  be  so  very  goe 
but  it  shows  just  the  sort  of  knowledge  of  high  f 
which  people  have  who  live  in  the  world."     Thi 
again  and  again,  she  called  upon  Maria  for  her  b 
pathy,  till,  quite  provoked  by  her  faint  acquiesueufl 
she  at  last  accused  her  of  being   envious, 
sorry  to  see  my  little  Maria  unable  to  beai'  the  prn 
of  a   rival   author."     This  was   too   much  for  \ 
Maria,  who  burst  into  tears,  and,  showing  her  £ 
the  titlepagea,  she  declared  herself  tlie  author, 
Mrs.  Ruxton  was  nut  pleased:  she  never  liked  ' 
liuda "  afterwards ;  and  Maria,  too,  had  a  pal 
recollection   of  her  aunt's   suspecting  her  of  bei| 
envious. 

"  Castle  Rackrent "  and  "  Belinda  "  made  a  f 
impression   on   the   reading  public.     "Castle  1 
rent"  had  eoou  a  Continental   reputation,  and  i 
trauslatt^d   into  several  foreign  languages.     Its  witfi'l 
humor,  and  pathos,  its  Irish  characters,  its  evident 
vraiiemhlance,  the  entire  novelty  of  the  scenes  and  th»,  " 
customs,  the  life  in  Ireland,  —  all  made  it  a  mar)^ 
book.     It  was  safe  to  predict  that  the  hand  wW 
drew  the  character  of  Tliady,  and  the  adventures! 
"Castle  Rackrent,"  would  do  the  best  of  work  ] 
many  years.     "Belinda"  was  a  clever  book.  fuUg 
fine  pictures  of  English  life  of  lliat  period,  and  j 
uine  bits  of  character.     The  heroiTie,  Belinda,! 
well  contrasted  with  Lady  Delacour,  and  Clarefl 
Hervey  is  a   bright  and  sparkling  wit.     "Belin^ 
laekri  the  humor  of  "Castle  Rackrent,"  and  has  I 
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brilliancy  of  "Ennui,"  or  some  of  the  shorter 
■a;  but  it  lias  a  charm  quite  its  own,  and  will 
10  be  fiuoted,  luid  may  well  be  read  by  every 
aig  wninati  for  its  many  admirable  hints  aa  to 
iol  af&iint. 

In  the  autobiography  of  Mra.  Fletcher  of  Edin> 
we  have  a  mention  of  ♦•  Belinda : "  — 


"1  vcU  remember,  after  the  fatigiiea  of  eight-seeing. 
!  pleasure  and  refresliment  I  had  at  our  loilging  in 
xliag  Mias  EdgewortL'e  admirable  novel,  '  Belinda.' 
■e  of  ttio  boura  so  a)>cnt  were  auioug  the  pleaaautest 
•or  Luulon  visit." 

In  1801  a  second  edition  of  "Castle  Riiokrent" 
•  pablii«hed,  and  (he  name  of  Maria  Edgewortb 
fnued  on  it«  titlepage. 

"Its  MICCCS6  was  BO  triamphant  tli&t  some  one  —  I 
1  tiu  name  at  the  lime,  but  do  not  now  remember  it, 
d  It  M  lirtter  forgotten  —  not  only  insisted  that  he  waa 
t  utbor.  bat  actually  took  Uie  trouble  to  copy  out  ser- 
ll  fogn  with  correetioDs  and  erasures,  as  if  it  was  hU 
J  niaaiiscript." 

Tim  is  not  an  unusual  experience  with  successful 


Gm  Edgpworth.  acknowledging  some  communi- 
00  from  Ann  Taylor'  (afterwards  Mrs,  Gilbert), 
}  was  the  author  of  many  excellent  and  valuable 
B««odpii'cc8  in  prose  for  little  children,  writes 

>  Vbeaerer  1  have  an  o|>portunity  of  adding  to  '  Par- 


144 


A   STDDY  OF   MARIA   EDOEWOETR. 


ent's  AsaiBtant,'  or  to  '  Eaity  Lessons,*  I  will  hvkS  i 
self  of  jiour  auggestions,  and  endeavor,  as  you  Judiciot 
rceommeiid,  to  ridicule  the  garrulity,  without  checking 
the?  opeD-heortedness,  of  childhoo<1.  My  '  Little  Rocta* 
ffioml,'  who  perliajB  has  not  the  honor  of  being  kiiuwu 
to  you,  is  sufficiently  garrulous ;  but  fthe  ia  rather  what  tlie 
Fruueh  call  '  une  petite  raisonneuge '  than  what  you  cull  n 
'chatter-bos.'  Miss  Larolles.  in  'Cecilia,'  is  n  piTfect 
]iii-ture  of  a  chatter-bor  arrired  at  years  of  diacretiun.  I 
n.sh  1  could  draw  Miss  Larolles  in  her  childhood. 

"In  a  Iwok  called  'Original  Poems  for  Children,' 
Ihere  is  a  pretty  little  poem,  'The  Chatter-box,'  whidi 
one  of  my  little  sistcis,  ou  hearing  your  letter,  recollected. 

]t  is  signed  Ann  T .     Perhaps,  madam,  it  may  be 

wrilt*n  by  you ;  and  it  will  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  Uil^ 

I  favorite  with  four  good  Lalkci-s  of  i 
p)d  four  years  old." 

In  1802  appeared  the  "Easay  on  Irish  Bu! 
which  excited  much  Interest:  it  watt  the  joint  ] 
duction  of  Maria  and  her  father.  A  curious  t 
IB  told  of  a  gentleman  who  was  mucli  intereHtedr 
improving  the  breed  of  Irish  cattle.  lie  sent,  on 
seeing  the  advertisement,  for  this  work  on  "Irish 
Bulls."  He  was  surprised  by  tlie  appearance  of  the 
c1a.ssiGal  bull  at  the  top  of  the  first  page,  wtiicb  had 
been  designed  by  Mrs.  Edgeworth  from  a  gem;  and 
when  be  began  to  read  the  book,  he  threw  It  away 
in  utter  diagiiiit :  he  had  purchased  it  in  good  fait^ 
as  secretary  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Society. 

"  Among  the  foreigners  who  came  to  England 
about  this  lime  was  Professor  Pictet'  of  Geneva" 
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1  Maria.    This  gentleman  was  a  "brother  of  the 

tor  of  the  '  Journal  Britanniqiie,"  who  tranelatfld 

Ktical   Edncatinn,'   and  with   whom   my  father 

A  had  some  correspondence  on  the  subject,     i'ro- 

mt  I*ictet  visited  Ireland,  and  came  to  Edgewortha- 

Ile  was  accomjinnied  by  his  friend  M.  Ch^ 

il»r.  and  tJiey  visited  Mr.  Tuite  of  Soumi.    They 

rent  from  Sonaa  to  the  Edgeworths;  and,  after  their 

0  Gene\-a.  Professor  Pietet  wrote  n  description 
(  hi*  day*  there.     ■■  The  BibliothOqnc  Britanniqiie  " 

much  the  same  account  of  the  family,  with 
I  extracts  from  Maria's  works:  these  ex- 
i  of  such  a  nature  as  to  greatly  interest 
il  readers.    M.  Pictet's '  '•  Voyage  de  Trois 

1  Angleterre  "  was  published  at  Geneva  in 
1  have  translated  the  portion  concerning  the 

Vorths,  as  it  will  interest  the  reader :  — 

**At  lut  wf  arriviHl.     Mr.  Eilgeworth  was  found  on 

;  -uid  reeeivwl  us  on  aligliling,  and  called  ua 

r.     Farewell,  thi.-n,  to  my  little  ruse;  and  I 

of  my  betrayer.     Wo  are  instantly  on  the 

I  of  old  friends.     1  saw,  on  entering  the  room,  a 

F  party  about  the  table  at  tea.  which,  however,  was 

e  family,  who  made  a  place  for  us ;  and  I  tried  to 

)  oat  which  cif    llie   fusemblngi>  was  the  celebrated 

Mr.  Edgeworth  saw  wljat  I  was  about,  and  rc- 

rkeij.  *  I  •«,■  vrry  well  that  it  is  not  on  my  account 

le  tluit  you  have  come  here.     Perhaps  even  Maria  has 

t  pfrmlenci^  of  her  father  in  your  pstimntion.     I  will 

I  dispatc  it.     But  to  pimisb  you,  you  must  learn  that 

t  b  thirty  mile*  away  from  here,  and  that  you  cannot 

'f  JlikriMi-iDonUu'}ouni«y  Ici  Bni;taiirl.  SooClanil,  amt  trvlanddur. 

IT  of  year  IX.  (1801).  bj  Jjorc  Augnote  llctol. 
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flee  lier  to-dny.  But  remain  with  as  until  to-morrow.  I 
will  send  a  messenger  to  her  immediately.  Sbe  can  take 
the  coaoli  to-nigl)t,  and  arrive  lie  re  before  to-morrow 
noon.' — 'Impossible.  We  are  engaged  to  return  to 
Sonna  to  a  large  dinner.'  —  "Oil,  well!  promise  mc  to 
relnm  again  to-morrow,  and  I  promise  you  shall  see  Ler 
tlien.'  We  did  not  heaitate  to  aceept  the  compromise; 
tbe  nnesseuger  departed,  and  three  too  rapid  hours  for  us 
passed  in  the  company  of  this  interesting  family, 

Mr.  Edgewortli  is,  1  believe,  about  sixty  years  old,  and 
apijcars  to  be  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  lie  is  extremely 
active  in  body  and  mind.  lie  baa  had  seventeen  ehildniL|- 
by  four  wives,  the  last  of  which  is  some  years  youi: 
than  his  well-beloved  daughter  Maria.  Ten  of  his  ( 
dren  are  living,  and  an  elevenlb  is  expectp<i  i 
months.  One  sees  in  the  liall  tbe  portraits  of  these  four 
wives  i  and  an  api)earaDce  of  pi'rfcct  imion,  friendship,  and 
inteiligeuce  seems  to  reign  among  their  cbiidron :  wblcb 
is  pleasing,  and  is  a  proof  in  favor  of  Mr.  Edgeworth's 
principles  of  education,  and  shows  his  talent  for  eomluct- 
iog  his  housebokl.  A  characteristic  of  this  family  made 
itself  known  immediately.  This  was  reasonable  curiosity, 
whicii  allowed  one  at  a  time  to  listen  to  and  ejeamino  with 
interest  all  that  wiiich  gave  an  occasion  to  acquire  now 
ideaa.  I  hail  brought  that  little  sextant  which  1  have 
8[)oken  to  you  about,  with  the  intention  of  sbowing  It 
to  Mr.  Kdgewortb.  He  had  no  sooner  examined  it  than 
he  explained  very  fully  the  structure  and  use  to  Mme. 
Edgeworth.  She  showed  it  to  tbe  oldest  child,  this  one  to 
a  younger  brother,  who  was  not  tlie  least  intelligent  of  the 
family,  etc.  I  was  not  free  from  uneasiness  in  seeing  so 
delicate  an  instrument  pass  from  hand  to  band,  but  it 
returned  without  accident. 

"  We  spoku  of  Maaia,  who  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
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1  in  the  family.  In  this,  same  room  was  the  little 
>  oti  vttich  she  wrote  her  charming  works,  in  the 
t  of  the  conversation  and  noiae  of  her  brothers  aocl 
She  haa  already  published  tlie  pretty  mmniiee 
'Belinda.'  A  little  volume  will  soon  Itc  trausliitcd, 
entitled  'The  Castle  Rnckrent,'  in  which  she  made  a 
jiolnl  prinH{>Ally  of  painting  the  manners,  habits,  and 
ftlao  llw  Hiium  of  the  Irish,  by  making  an  old  steward  of 
■  vi-rtain  uutle  rclntc  the  history  of  four  families  wlio 
W  Micivsflivcly  occupied  it.  The  bright  and  inimitable 
*ainfli  of  the  language  which  she  makes  this  niun  use, 
Uw  mistakes  and  absurdities  which  he  makes  wilhout 
•Mpe<4ing  it.  his  speeiea  of  pleasantries, — all  these  go 
lu  nmke  a  whole,  which,  though  hardly  capable  of  bring 
Imwhitrd,  is  still  full  of  wit  and  gaycty.  '  Do  you  wish 
toKc  the  original  of  this  good  Thady  that  has  made  you 
hogfa?'  said  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  us.  'I  will  make  him 
bom  to  you.'  He  called  a  head  servant,  who  over- 
bokn]  tbc  haymakers  in  the  Hetds,  and  asked  him  in  oar 
prtt«nee  Acveral  questions  upou  the  objects  of  his  story, 
which  we  liiul  the  pleasure  of  listening.  '  Ilnve  wo 
II  in  thf:  lioune,'  suid  he  tu  him,  'that  workman 
a  somclimea  seen  the  fairies  dance  on  the  Iwwling- 
'Yes,  air.'  —  'Let  him  come  here.'  The 
1  kppcarcd.  '  Toll  us,  Joim,  what  you  saw  the 
J.'  —  '  Sir,  saving  your  presenco,  I  wna  upon  the 
niling  the  tilea,  wlien  I  saw  them  come  one  after 
B  oUvj-. —  'Who,  the  tilea?'  —  *  No.  sir.  the  fairiea: 
I  Utey  dsueed  in  a  circle  ui»n  the  turf.'  —  'But  ni-e 
I  MDt  nintakeu?'  —  'Ulslakeu!  I  saw  them  as  plainly 
DOW  st>e  y4>u,  s!r,  ftiid  this  honorable  company.'  — 
(I  of  what  height  were  the  fairies  ? '  —  '  They  were  a 
;  •burtrr  than  my  leg,  sir,"  —  'Ah!  very  well ;  and 
tbey   dn-nseil?'  —  'In   truth,    sir,  I    did   not 
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look  much  at  their  dresa,  but  I  notic»I  that  they  liad  on 
boots."  —  'Ah  !  boots?  '  —  '  Yes,  sir;  but  they  were  little 
boot6,  inasmuch  as  I  lost  sight  of  them  in  the  whirlwio 
of  duBt.'  — '  You  see,  gentlemen,'  said  Mr.  Edgcworth  ti 
us,  "■  that  Slaria  baa  invented  nothing  in  her  ' 
Rackrent."  ' 

'■  One  of  bis  sous,  between  the  ag;e  of  seven  and  e 
had  struck  us  by  his  reflective  air.     '  I  give  you  that  ft 
u  good  head,'  eaid  he  (Mr.  £<lgeworth)  to  na:  'be  vUI 
be  a  geometrician;  he  13  always  oeeupicd  witli  ctUcuU* 
tions.'     We  then    look  a  walk    in  the   park.     We  cam* 
across  a  Ijench,  which  had  l>ut  three  of  the  four  IcgllJ 
belonging  to  it,     'There,  William,' said  the  father, ' 
see  this  bench  which   has  only  three  legs:   how  woi 
you  trace  a  Ituo   on  its  surface,  on  one  side  of  whj 
one  could  sit  with  safety?' 

"  The  little  man  stojtped  in  front  of  the  bench,  wM 
•  we  continued  our  walk ;  and,  on  returning,  we  found  I 
still  there,  but  with  his  problem  solved.     He  showed  I 
the  diagonal  between  the  two  feet  which  we: 
apart,  which  was  tlie  line  in  question.     I'wo  or  thif 
rohiii  red-breasts  flew  near  at  our  a|iproach.  jumping  from  " 
branch  to  branch,  as  if  they  wished  to  follow  us.     '  Yon 
see  these  little  birds,'  said  Jlr.  Edgeworth  to  us :  •  Un>y 
prove  to  you  that  our  children  do  not  torment  them.' 

"  We  returned  to  the  house ;  and  Mr.  Edgeworth.  who 
haa  the  taste  and  intelligence  of  a  mechnnie,  made  it  rer; 
interesting  to  us  by  showing  the  interior,  which  is  full  ot 
ornamental  and  useful  inventions.  Ilere  we  saw  a  clock 
with  an  escapement  of  his  own  invention,  and  whi«A 
wound  itself  by  the  opening  of  the  door  of  a  neighlioring 
passage,  the  one  which  was  used  most  frequently  in  tlie 
house.  There  were  some  pullies,  of  simple  and  ingenious 
construction,  for  the  siKiutaneous  shutting  of  the  doon. 
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•  b]r.  ft  door,  io  opcoing,  doubled  itself  and  formed 

»a,  by  which  one  passage  closed  iteelf  while  another 

The  posts  of  the  betis  shut  down  on  each  other, 

:  fmcililjr  in   moving.     The  drawers  of  large  bureaus 

jriljr  are,  as  one  knows,  diRlcult  to  shut  properly ; 

I  Qoder  the  middle  of  the  back  a  groove,  which 

1  perpendicular  action  iu  the  front,  and  made 

r  sbitt  quietly  and  nniformly.     One  knows  also 

'  English   windows,  if  the  aoshes  are  joined  too 

,  we  difScult  to  open,  and  that,  on  tUe  other  hand, 

J  klluw  Uu>  air  to  enter  if  they  are  not  closeil  sulU- 

My.     Here  tbc   nprightfi  of   the  windows   and    their 

ovK»  &rc  made  a  little  in  on  angle,  which  is  highest  at 

t  l»ck.     A  wedge  iu  the  middle  fastens  closely  when 

t  vEndow  is    shut,  and   when   it  is  slightly  opened. 

I  tli«  window  is  wide  open,  it  does  not  tighten  it, 

1  dingrecablc  friction  is  prevented. 

\  "  Bi!>v  is  a  little  social  theatre  with  turning  side-scenes, 

f  [ngeoiously  arrangeil ;  there,  o.  rolling-mill  for  draw- 

f  the  lemi  projier  tor  setting  their  glass  windows.     In 

(  are  military  arrangements  ready  to  make 

t  U]>»ti   the  brigands  in  case  of  on   attack.     1 

nr  floish  if  I  were  to  tell  yon  all  of  them. 

jeworth  lias  also  her  portion  of  talents.     She 

«  and  paints  with  great  taste  and  ease.     Her  father, 

Ir.  Beaofort,   is  a  distinguished   man.     He  has  made, 

[  otber  things,  an  excellent  map  of  Ireland,  the 

reoent  and  correct  which   has  been   made.     Sir. 

th,  remarking  that  I  examined  it  with  atu-ntion 

1  btcnatt.  forced  me  to  accept  it.     I  put  great  value 

K  tUs  gift,  an  this  map  Is  not  lo  be  bought." 

i  Tbey  then  returned  to  Sonna  for  the  next  dajr'n 
sr,  aad  — 
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,  "The  following  morniDg  we  went  to  our  reodezrona 
nt  Edge  worths  town.     (I  have  omitted  to  tell  you  tlmt  the 
castle  is  close  to  this  little  citj,  which  eeuds  a  metnlier 
to  ParliamcDt,  who  is,  without  doubt,  always  an  Edge- 
worth.)     They  were  breakfasting,  as  before:  but  Maria 
and  Mr.  Lovell  Edgeworth,  the  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Edge- 
worth,  were  this  time  at  the  table  taklug  tea.     I  had,  on 
entering,  no  eyes  for  any  one  but  ber.     I  had  persuaded 
myself  tliat  the  author  of  the  work  oq  educatiou,  and  of 
other  pruductioas,  useful  as  weU  as  ornamental,  would  1 
iKtray  herself  by  a  remarkable  exterior.     I  was  mistaken.  | 
A  small  figure,  eyes  nearly  always  lowered,  a  profoundlyfl 
modest  and  reserved  air,  little  expression  in  the  featuHB  J 
wbcD  not  speaking :  such  was  the  result  of  my  first  G 
vey.     But  when  she  spoke,  wliieh  was  much  too  rar 
for  my  taste,  nothing  could  bare  been  lictter  thoug) 
and  iiotbing  better  said,  though  always  timidly  expR-sf 
than  that  which  fell  from  ber  mouth. 

"  What  do  you  imagine  was  tlie  first  subject  of  c 
versation  started  by  Mr.  Edgeworth? 

"'To  what  degree  do  you  presume,'  said  be  to  i 
*  that  a  ga£omet«ir  can  determine  the  prcssnie  c 
on  au  elastic  fluid?'  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  1 
answer,  nor  with  the  chemical  conversation  winch  1 
and  ended  happily  with  the  breakfast.  We  passe<l  into  '' 
the  parlor.  In  the  middle  was  a  lai^e  table  cov«red  with 
papers,  drawings,  and  cards.  Some  one  took  occasion 
to  show  mc  an  apparatus,  extremely  ingenious  and  simple, 
thought  of  and  made  by  the  children  of  the  house,  to 
illustrate  perspective,  and  which  is  described  iu  the 
'Treatise  on  Practical  Education.'  I  admired  it.  'U 
is  yours,'  said  Mr.  Edgeworth  imme<liately :  'will  you 
aci'ept  it  as  a  remembrance  of  a  family  who  arc  sincerely 
attached  to  you?"     I  accepted  it  with  gratitude.     We 
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wkc  of  the  little  qnarrel  with  my  l>rother,  who  bad 
!jtroacbcd  hiin  with  the  omiaaion  of  the  subject  of  rcli- 
iou  in  a  work  where  it  seemed  uaturul  to  introduce  it. 
0e  justified  liiin§elf,  Jirat,  iDaaiuuch  as  he  had  showed  iu 
^  ri-iily  the  ditHculty  of  treating  this  suljject  iu  a  coun- 
b^  wlu-rv  rvlij^iou  is  uot  uniforiu  ;  oud  be  made  me  read 
'  most  of  a  very  explicit  declaration  of  bia  opinion 
I  (he  propriety  of  applying  religious  ideas  to  other 
nt)]ccta  of  education,  which  he  bad  inserted  in  the  pref- 
C  of  line  second  edition  of  their  work.  We  passed  on 
Id  various  moral  subjects,  in  which  I  felt  genuine  pleas- 
R  in  flodins  myself  in  perfect  accord  with  the  ideas 
f  Mvio,  «bo  followed  and  listened  to  me.  She  and 
a  fuber  regarded  each  other  with  an  air  of  the  most 
e  surprise,  thm  &  stronger,  coming  three  hundred 
,  spcmtul  to  have,  so  to  speak,  thoughts  in  corn- 
on  irith  them.  There  were  many  questions  about  baj)- 
new,  nod  particularly  that  of  the  lower  clasees  of 
ciety.  Slaria  told  me  that  she  bad  written  upon  this 
■object,  the  nioMt  interesting  that  one  could  treat  of  prac- 
OiUy.  I  gave  them  port  of  one  of  tboae  little  speeiflca 
■r  hB|tptDess  with  which  I  havu  sometimes  entertained 
ly  frieads.  and  which  I  have  reason  to  Itelieve  are  good, 
[|tf  mj  i-xp<>rienc*-.  1  siwkv  to  tliera  of  that  8er|«?ntine 
nre  whli  which  I  bavc  always  surrounded  ray  life.  Its 
tis  Is  •  hohzont&l  line  wbieb  represents  sleep:  atxive 
m,  it  the  re^on  of  happiness;  below,  that  of  mtsfor- 
ne.  At  the  end  of  each  day.  in  asking  myself  whether 
voulil  have  Ukcd  bettor  (o  hiire  slept  tbau  watehcil,  the 
t^ij  thai  I  make  myself  determines  on  which  side  of 
t*  cvrre  slinll  bt?  traced  tbe  order  of  the  day ;  an<l  this 
1  mndi!  81}  much  Jie  longer  as  the  remcmbi'sDi.i! 
Uw  means  of  pleasure  or  pain  which  remains  to  me  of 
■  day  ia  mom  or  less  exalted.     If  any  one  will  amuse 
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hiiDsetf  by  representing  his  life  in  ttiis  way,  lie  will  flaA'i 
that  bappinesa  will  oscillate  about  the  line  witL  8u(Hdeni|fl 
regularity  to  compeuaate  hhn  ;  eapecitilly  when  oue  takes 
&  rather  long  limit,  —  one  year,  for  instance. 

"  While  the  Imties  were  making  their  toilets,  we  tried 
some  tliemienl  experiments  with  a  email  portable  labora- 
tory wliiph  I  had  brought  with  me  on  my  journey.  We 
took  a  wall<  in  the  park,  and  then  sat  down  to  dinner. 
Whata  contrast  to  the  dinner  in  the  city!  (Sonnu.)  I 
invited  Maria  to  take  up  Use  ]>en  upon  this  subject,  and 
to  strike  with  the  sword  of  ridicule  —  which  she  wie1<Is 
with  80  much  talent— the  absurd  so-called  social  consti- 
tution of  tlie  high  classes;  by  which,  far  from  emploi 
in  those  rc-unioos  tlic  faculties  of  each  for  the  corom 
advantage,  and  in  particular  to  incn^asc  in  each  one  t 
susceptibility  of  moral  enjoyments,  they  place  a  dai 
ou  that  noble  flame  of  the  spirit  which  distinguishes  tlwfl 
intelligent  being  from  the  hrnto,  and  reduce  one  to  t 
ignoble  pleasure  of  simply  eating  and  drinking.  —  to  am 
enjoyment  of  self-love,  almost  always  balanced  by  eqiM 
mortification,  nnd  to  a  little  gossip,  for  eompensaUoB.il 
The  result  of  which  ia,  that  one  compares  that  which  c«D 
be  produced  by  all  the  human  faculties  directed  towards 
the  highest  sum  of  happiness  with  that  which  he  ]iix>- 
cnres  in  return.  But  it  must  be,  that  In  order  to  procure 
and  keep  such  a  maximum,  society  shall  be  roeou- 
atructed  upon  its  base  by  education.  It  wonid  make  a 
sort  of  rcTolution  to  overturn  that  ancient  anil  Gotliio 
structure  that  is  honored  in  certain  countries  by  the  name 
of  civilization.  Perhaps  some  spirits,  wise  and  eonni- 
geous,  will  arouse  themselves,  and,  working  together, 
bring  about  a  gradual  reform ;  but  it  will  not  ho  that  gen- 
eration which  will  cull  the  fruit  of  their  own  labors." 
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^M.  Ptctet  concluded  his  account  of  Maria  and 
i  family  with  some  words  about  Cbarkitte  Edge- 
wiinli  and  the  eldest  boh.  He  returned  to  Sonna, 
Mid  on  liiii  arrival  in  Geneva  wrote  this  description  of 
the  Kilgtiworths.  He  had  urged  Mr.  Edgeworth  to 
go  to  ibe  Continent,  promising  him  letters  of  iatro- 
ductiou  to  Hcicntilic  friendij  in  Paris.  Hia  advice  de- 
cided Mr.  Edgeworth  to  make  a  Continental  journey, 
lud  th«y  started  in  the  autumn  of  1802,  They 
found  the  account  of  M.  Pictet  very  useful  to  them 
oo  ibiii  journey,  for  "  The  Journal  Britannique  "  was 
Ulten  at  every  public  library  and  in  all  the  "  ^cole 
rt^tralt : "  and  they  received  many  attentions  in  con- 
wqneoce  of  its  pleasant  reference  to  them  and  their 
Ikcnrip'  labors. 

Dr.  I>anrin"9  death,  which  occurred  April  17, 1802, 
tame  as  a  severe  blow  to  the  Edgeworths.  His 
benerolent  disposition,  long  friondsliip.  and  clever 
nnnd,  all  endeared  him  to  them.  He  wrote  Mr. 
Edgeworth  April  17,  and  dating  hia  letter  "Priorj-. 
near  Derby,"  describes  their  removal  fiom  Derby  to 
the  lovely  »pot  called  the  Priory.     He  says,  — 

'*  All  of  us  like  our  cfaao^  of  situation.  We  have  a 
ploMiiit  hoiw.  a  good  gatxlen,  ponds  full  of  fish,  and 
a  pinning  volley  somewhal  tike  Shenstone's,  —  deep,  um- 
i'T':i^'<  "li^,  and  witb  n  talkfttive  stream  running  ilowu  it. 
r  ..ii«-  i*  Di!ar  the  top  of  the  valley,  well  Bcrcened  by 
'■■;  -  rn.iii  tbt!  tast  and    north,  and   open   to  the  south, 

ti*-  at  four  uiilea  distance   we  see  Derby  tower.  .  .  . 

i%j  tell  Um  Muiboress  Uiat  the  water-nymphs  of  our  val- 

;  viU  hu  ta|>PJ  to  atkaiat  her  next  novel."  .  ■  . 
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A  few  more  words  about  the  printiDg  of  ''The 
Temple  of  Nature,"  by  Mr.  Johnson  follow;  and 
then  a  sudden  faint  attack  seized  Dr.  Darwin,  who 
had  risen  early,  and  was  writing,  in  apparently  per- 
fect health.  He  died  in  about  an  hour  after  the  at- 
tack. The  letter  so  playfully  written  was  concluded 
by  the  hand  of  a  friend,  and  sent  to  Ireland. 
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is  the  autumn  of  1802  the  Edgeworth.1'  party, 
tomistiDg  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  Maria,  and 
CWIottc,  set  out  for  England,  on  their  way  to  the 
CoDlinrut.  Tliey  were  accompanied  by  Emmeline, 
wliu  left  them  at  Conway,  and  proceeded  to  the 
hoitte  of  Mr*.  Boddoco,  at  Bristol,  where  she  was 
nurriei!  to  John  King,  a  sui-geon,  afterwards  quite 
diitingiiUlied.  This  gentlenian,  whose  name  was 
more  properly  Eikiig,  was  a  native  of  Berne,  Switz- 
oiaad.  He  was  a  very  intimate  friend  of  Ur.  Bed- 
doe*.  and  associated  with  bira  ia  his  experiments  at 
Cliftun.  Southey,  in  writing  John  May  in  1827, 
when  Dr.  King  reraovyd  to  Bristol,  says,  — 

"I  wriaUl  lia^'e  you  know  King,  the  aurgeoa.  alao, 
villi  itlton)  I  have  livod  in  terms  of  great  intimacy,  and 
(or  wtwm  I  liavn  a  great  and  sincere  regard.  Uia  wife  la 
Mct  of  Him  £dgcworlli.    A  more  remarkable  man  is  not 
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easily  to    1^    found,    and   kis    professional   skill  ia 
great." 

Southey  wrote  a   Dr.   King  a   letter  in   Frt 
which  is  rather  a  curious  production.   It  is  addro^ 
to   John    King,   Esq.,   Pneumatic    Institution, 
WeUs,  Bristol. 

"  Ce  matin-la  ix)ur  le  premiere  fois,  I'iavitation  de 
Edgeworth  a  son  cbateau  m'a  trouv6,  c'eat  a  dire,  verliale--' 
ment,  par  un  jeime  Irlandois.  liomme  d'espnt  et  qu'cst 
meillcur,  bon  ik-niod'at.    Je  vous  prie  faitea  mes  rcmercie- 
ments  a  Mme.   Beddocs  jwur  sa  pcre.    Je  suis  verit&' 
blement  obiigfi  et  j'espere  profiter  par  aa  politesse  di 
mais,  peut>etre.  mon  ami,  nous  voyageons  ensemble 
Ireland.     Des  montagiies,  des  rochcrs,  dee  sauvages, 
il  plua  a  faire  un  Voyage  I'ittoresque  meilieur  que  cello 
Totre  ami  M.  Bourret  qui  a  6erit  sur  votre  ten*. 

[Signed]    Je  suia  veritablement  au  fausse  grammt 
votre  ami,  Robert  Southeit, 

Maria  says,  — 

'■  Charlotte,  who  was  then,  according  to  the  description 
of  a  celebrated  foreigner,  'jeane  persomie  de  neae  ant, 
Jolie,  fraicke  comme  la  rose,*  accompanied  us  to  Paris. 

"  In  passing  through  England,  we  went  to  Derby  and 
to  tlie  Priory,  to  which  we  had  been  so  kindly  invit«d 
by  him  who  was  now  no  more.  The  Priory  was  all  sUU- 
ness,  melancholy,  and  mourning.  It  was  a  painful  visit, 
yet  not  without  satisfaction :  for  my  father's  afTectionale 
manner  seemed  to  sootlie  the  widow  and  daughters  of  hb 
friend,  wlio  were  deeply  sensible  of  the  respect  and  zeal- 
ous regard  ho  showed  for  Dr.  Darwin's  memory." 

They  found  ■'  the  servants  in  deep  mourning.  Mrs. 
Darwin  and  her  three  beautiful  daughters  in  deep 
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luming,  and  deeply  afflicted."  The  daughters  of 
r.  Darwin  were  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  which 
18  an  inheritance  from  their  lovely  mother.  Fran- 
»  Waddington,  afterwards  Baroness  Bunsen,  in 
X  recrillections  of  her  childhood,  remarks  »n  these 
lie-.-^  "whose  appearance  ia  still  distinct  in  my 
iMDory ;  '*  and  she  adds  that  they  *'  adorned  in  life 
e  (amilies  into  which  they  married,  by  merit  equal 

their  Iwauty." 

Ou  their  way  towards  London  the  party  saw  Lord 
enrthjTifl  slate-quarries  at  Bangor,  the  copper-works 
UoiyweU,  and  visited  the  very  interestiug  e3tal>- 
nt  of  Josiah  WedgwootJ  at  Etrnria.  Thomas 
redgwood,  the  son  nf  Josiah  Wedgwood,  the  founder 
[  the  celebrated  pottery-works,  was  a  friend  of 
ir.  Beddoes,  and  assisted  him  pecuniarily*  that  the 
teomatic  Institution  might  aid  more  poor  patients. 
le  also  passed  some  time  at  the  institution,  in  the 

hopes  of  relief  from  the  inhalation  of  the  v 
iwfi  used  by  Dr.  Beddoes  in  pulmonary  di^ 

Mr.  Edgeworth  called  on  Lord  Moira  at  Downing- 
iD  Castle,  and  was  very  cordially  received  by  the 
in  of  bin  old  friend  Lady  Moira.  He  gave  him  a 
tter  Ui  the  Princess  Joseph  de  Monaco,  who  was 
maerly  Mrs.  Doyle. 

Marin,  in  a  letter  to  Miss  Mary  Sncyd,  t«Ils  an 
Itetcsting  story  of  a  visit  made  to  a  sister  authoress. 
,t  Leiecvtcr.  the  party  having  heard  of  Miss  Watts, 

poettsw   who   had   published  a  volume  of  poenia 
td  tnutslated  parts  of  '*  Tasso,"  went  to  visit  her, 
by  the  enthusiastic  bookseller  whom  they 
viut«d,  and  who  told  them  of  her  abode. 
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"  When  we  had  liiiied,  we  aet  out  with  our  entht 
bookseller.  We  were  shown  by  the  light  of  a  1 
aloDg  a.  very  narrow  passive  between  high  walls, 
door  of  a  dpceot-looking  bouse.  A  maid-Bervanl, 
in  hand,  received  us.  '  Be  pleased,  ladies,  to  ws 
etaire.'  A  neatisb  room,  nothing  extraordinary  in 
ccpt  the  inhabitants,  —  Mrs.  Watte,  a  tall,  blai'k- 
prim,  dragon -looking  woman  in  the  baekgronnd ; 
Watts,  a  toll  young  lady  in  white,  fresh  color,  fair,  thin 
oval  face,  rallier  pretty.  The  moment  Mrs.  Eidgeworth 
entered,  Mias  Watu,  mistaking  btT  for  the  aiitlioress, 
darted  forward,  with  arms  —  long,  thin  arms  —  oat*^ 
stretched  to  their  utmost  swing.  '  On,  what  is  iiosi 
Tills  IS ! '  each  word  and  s^'Uable  rising  in  tone  till 
last  reached  a  scream.  Instead  of  embracing  my  mother, 
as  her  liret  action  threatened,  she  started  back  to  the  far- 
thest end  of  the  room ;  which  was  not  light  enough  to 
show  her  attitude  distinctly,  but  it  seemed  intended  to 
express  the  receding  of  awe-struck  ailmiration,  stopped 
by  tije  wail.  Charlotte  and  I  passed  liy  unnotieed,  and 
seated  ourselves  by  the  old  lady's  desii-e ;  she,  aft^jr  mak- 
ing  twislings  of  her  wrists,  elbows,  and  net-k,  all  of 
which  apfieared  to  be  dislocated,  fixod  herself  in  her  ann- 
cliaii-,  resting  her  hands  on  the  black  mahogany  .-ipiai/fd 
ellwws.  Hi-r  person  was  no  sooner  at  rest,  than  her  eyes 
and  all  her  features  began  to  move  in  all  directions.  She 
looked  tike  a  nervous  and  suspicious  person  electrifiedir 
She  seemed  to  he  the  acting  partner  in  this  boos 
watch  over  her  treasure  of  a  daughter,  to  supply  her 
worldly  wisdom,  to  look  uixtn  her  as  a  phunix,  ar 
scold  her.  Miss  Watts  was  all  ecstasy,  and  Ufting  u 
hands  and  eyes,  speaking  always  in  ihat  loud,  si 
thealricul  tone  with  which  a  pup|)et- master  supplies 
pupi>ettf.     T,  all  the  time,  sat  like  a  mouao.     Aly  fi 
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iked,  'Wbkb  of  those  ladies,  madam,  do  you  think  ia 
mr flUter autborofls?'  —  'I  am  no  physiognomist  [in  a 
M?tij  bul  1  do  imagine  that  to  l)e  ihc  tady,'  Ixjwtng 
I  the  sat,  lUniost  to  tho  gruuud,  and  [)oiutiiig  to  Mrs. 
gcworlh.  '  No  :  giii.*sa  agma.*  —  '  Tlien,  Ibnt  must  he 
nring  to  Ctiarlolt«.  'No.'  —  'Then  this  lady,' 
^ftanrard  to  aw  what  sort  of  an  animal  I  was,  for 
t  never  BCeo  mc  till  tbb  instant.  To  make  tnc 
Ktuls,  she  DOW  dren  her  chair  closo  to  me,  aod 
a  to  t>our  forlli  praises.  '  Lady  Delacour,  oli !  '*  Lot- 
a  fur  Litt^rary  Ladies,"  oh  I ' 

"  Now  for  the  pathetic  part.     This  poor  girl    sold  a 
,  lu  four  roluiDCS,  for  ten  giiiuens  to  Lane." 

On  their  arrival  ia  London,  Mr.  Edgewortli  benight 
b  large,  comfortable  travelling-carriage  for  their  Con- 
iaental  journey.  They  left  England  for  Calais, 
•  Uiey  landed  the  4th  of  October,  after  a  very 
Bt^h  and  flisagrceuble  passage. 
Thifl  is  a  pieture  giveu  by  Marta  of  their  depai^ 
B  fruin  Graveliiies  for  Ilni^eU.  Tbey  went  from 
B  to  Gniveliucs,  aiid  there  took  Flemish  horsca 
r  tbeif  curiage. 

\  equipage  at  which  Sobriety  herself  could  not 
t  fotlionie  lo  laugh.  To  onr  London  coach  were  fas- 
d  bf  luDg  ropo^traees  six  Flemish  horses  uf  diffcreut 
iklt,  \m\  fach  large  and  clumsy  enough  to  draw  au 
I  WBgoD.  Tlie  nose  of  the  foremost  horse  was 
he  fift  from  the  Iwdy  of  the  coach,  their  hoofs 
,  Uwir  manes  nil  uncombed,  and  their  tails  long 
t  plcMC  Sir  Charles  GrandisoD  himself.  These 
!  totally  disencnmhcred  of  every  sort  of  liar- 
xpi  oDu  Htrap,  which  fastened  the  eatldk'  on  tbuir 
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backs ;  and  high,  high  npoD  their  hacks  sat  [turfec 
perpend ieiilar  long-waisted  postiliona  in  jaek-1joots,  i 
pijjea  in  their  mouths. " 


To  break  the  monotony  of  the  road  between 
Gravelinea  and  Brussels.  Maria  had  a  book  called 
"  Uii  Voyage  dans  les  Pays  Bas,  par  M.  Breton," 
aiitl  the  story  of  Mile,  de  Clermont,  hi  Mme. 
Genlis'a  "Petits  Ilomans,"  to  read.  She  says 
"never  read  a  more  pathetic  and  finely  written  tal*" 
than  the  latter.  Maria  was  alwaj-s  an  admirer  of  tlrbJ 
romantic  and  sentimental  m  literature,  though  accused 
by  the  critics  of  wanting  those  qualities  in  her  own 
writings.  In  all  her  remarks  about  the  work*  of 
others,  this  is  noticeable,  that  she  had  a  strong  and 
just  appreciation  of  patlios  and  imagination. 

At  Bruges  the  Edgeworths  met  the  librarian  of 
the  Ecole  Centrale,  while  visiting  that  institution, 
and  also  a  Mr.  Edwards,  an  Englishman  from  Jor 
maii;a.  He  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Brian  Edwards,  and 
well  acquainted  with  Johnson  the  bookseller,  and 
had  met  Dr.  Aikiu  and  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Barbikuld  at 
his  house.  M.  Lenet  found  them  to  be  the  Edge- 
worths  described  by  Pictet  in  the  paper  in  "The  Bi- 
bliothdque  Britannique,"  and  was  very  attentive  and 
courteous.  They  reached  Paris  after  a  pleasant 
jiiurney,  eomewhat  marred  by  the  annoyance  of  a 
courier,  who  was  very  necessary  at  that  day  lu  Con- 
tinental travelling.  Maria"  wrote  that  he  might  find 
something  needed  by  them  '■  if  he  Is  not  drunk ; " 
wliich  was,  apparently,  not  an  unusual  condition 
with  him. 
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On  their  arrival  in  Paris,  they  toot  lodgings  in  tlie 
lie  de  Lille.  Maria  says  of  their  I'ariaian  life,  — 
"  Afu-r  a  <)ellghtful  tour  through  the  Low  Countries, 
■  BrTivtsl  lit  Paria,  where  we  were  to  9|jen(l  the  wiuUr. 
tiM-  llifU'l.  Place  liu  I^uis  Quittsi?,  to  which  we  ilrove 
.  rattTing  Paris,  niy  futher  was  fortunate  in  niL-t'tiiijr  his 
pvtriiMiit  rricnil.  Mr.  W'utt.  Tu  him  he  owed  an  intro- 
irtkin  U>  mnoy  fori'ijinpra  of  cclehrilj',  Pictet  hsul,  tw 
t  (oODil.  in  Ihtf  moAt  friendly  manner,  prepared  the  wny 
r  ua  at  Paris  ;  and  Ihere  he  more  than  kept  all  liis  prnin- 
n  of  ■ssiatanee,  nod  of  introduetioii  to  hi§  nuiDcroua 
itiijiuiiutauee  anil  to  highly  cultivale'l  and  ngree- 
r  »fM:i«')y.  [It?  was  not  in  Paris  on  our  arrival ;  Imt  we 
I,  among  ullier  kind  frienda,  in  particular,  the  venerable 
U  MorvUot.' 

.  .  "  M.  de  Prony,*  who  was  then  at  the  bead  of 
I  Pontu  tt  Chau»fe«,  showed  hiro,  in  the  l>eat  manner, 
that  U>  a  well'iufonneil  engineer  waa  most  worthy  of 
leu  in  the  repository  of  that  celebralcd  school,  put 
I  bi  the  way  of  seeing  every  other  invention,  ol.ijrct, 
1  pmoo  in  the  mechanical  and  eDgineering  department ; 
I,  above  all,  he  fdt  grat«fnl  for  M.  do  Prony's  giving 
■  Mt  much  of  his  own  conversation,  and  for  various 
lilUtafal«  proofs  of  private  esteem  and  eoufideuee. 

'*  BuUioIlet.  MontgolQer,  and  Bregnct  gratiGed  him  by 
MnwlD^  that  gift,  of  which  philosoplicrs  and  men  of 
m<x,  ocpupii-d  U|)on  great  ohjecta,  and  independent  of 
BBoo  society,  K-st  know  the  value,  —  their  time.     It 
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waa  At  this  period  that  we  first  became  ncquainU-it  wUl 
our  excellent  friend,  M.  Dutnunt. 

"This  genUcman,  bo  well  known  by  hia  conversational 
talents  and  his  exquisite  critical  acumen,  bas  entitled  liim- 
aelf  to  the  gratitude  of  the  literary  and  political  wurld  id 
general,  and  of  Knglislmieu  in  particular,  by  the  a 
ful  [lains  be  lias  bestowed  in  arranging,  elucidating,  i 
niahtng  known  to  the  Continent  of  Euro[>e  several  vol 
able  English  works,' — works  wbieb,  nolwillistanding  tl 
depth  of  thought  and  extent  of  views,  would  never  h 
acquired  popularity,  if  they  had  not  been  re-written  i 
M.  Dumont's  clear  and  forcible  style. 

"From  the  commencement  of  their  friendship  in  1802, 
jny  father  continued  to  coi-resixjiid  with  M.  Dumuut ;  and 
wc  owe  much  to  bis  critical  advice  and  sagacity  in  all  our 
literary  pursuits  and  publications." 

M.  Duniont,  of  wliom  the  reader  will  Iiear  much 
from  Miss  Edgeworth,  was  travelling  witli  his  pupil 
and  frieod.  Lord  Henry  Petty.  Miss  Edgeworth 
met  tlieni  at  the  house  of  Mme.  Gaiitier  at  Passy. 
Pictet  had  described  M.  Deleasert  to  the  Edgeworths 
as  n  kind  of  "  French  Humford,"  Tbey  found  Mtne. 
DelesstTt  intelligent  and  agreeable,  and  their  daugh- 
ter, Mnie.  Gautier,  very  charming.  Itousseau  wrote 
hia  "  Letters  on  Botany "  for  this  lady.  He  waa  a 
friend  of  the  family.  Francis  Delessert,  the  second 
son.  was  educated  uhiefly  hy  his  sister,  Mme.  Gautier. 
Maria  describes  Passy  as  a  "  French  Richmond." 
Mme.  Gautier  had  "flue  eyes,  was  very  iotelligeut, 
and  well  dressed." 

>  Bentham's  Trali&i  sar  la  Li^eiBlatlon,  and  Thtoie  des  Peine* 
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Lard  Henry  Petty  was  to  play  a  prominent  part 
in  the  life  oC  Miss  Edgewortli.  ua  a  good  friend  for 
luny  year«.  Tlie  present  generation  of  reailers  will 
mnembcr  bim  better  as  the  Marquia  of  Lansdoivne, 
the  aaiciu  curiie  of  politics,  and  the  very  tvi>e  of 
a  mild  and  vcnL-mble  Whig.  He  lived  to  be  the 
Xotcr  of  his  party.  Thi«  nobleman  was  the  son  of 
iIm!  firet  Martinis  of  Lansdon'ne  by  his  second  wife, 
ft  dauglilur  of  Lonl  OsHory.  He  succeeded  his  elder 
bcotfattr  ill  the  title  in  1809. 

Lonl  Honry  Fetty  was  educated  at  the  Westmin- 
ster ScIkioI  ;  and,  after  passing  there  five  years,  he 
via  Mnt  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Lord  Ash- 
liKTtiiti  and  lie  passed  much  of  their  leisure  at  the 
hd.iw  of  ihe  celebrated  Dugald  Stewart,  then  pro- 
(f?«ir  in  the  University.  He  also  joined  what  was 
blown  as  the  "  Speculative  Society,"  and  exercised 
hiist  jBiwi-r*  of  debate  at  these  weekly  meetings.  On 
Irtniii^  I-^iiuburgh,  Lord  Henry  was  entered  at  Trin- 
iiT  Ci.llege.  Cambridge ;  where  be  staid  till  1801, 
when  he  took  his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  By  his 
tither's  desire  he  then  started  with  M.  Dumont  to 
make  a  tour  of  the  Continent ;  but  the  peace  of 
Aaueoii  was  too  brief  to  allow  time  for  this  journey, 
I  be  retVDPd  to  England  that  year.  He  was 
I  immediately  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
r  borough  of  Calne.  After  a  year's  silence  he 
!e  on  the  subject  of  Ireland.  He  showed  a 
ble  degree  of  information  on  political  econo- 
nd  he  was  welcomed  by  the  opposition  as  a 
kble  adherent.  In  1803.  when  Lord  Melville 
I  diar^od  with  retaining  sums  uf  money  in   his 
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hands  as  treasurer  of  the  navy,  aid  a  nolent  party 
struggle  eusued,  Lord  Henry  diatinguished  himself 
by  an  exceedingly  able  speech,  which  made  many 
consider  him  a  rival  of  Pitt  in  oratory.  At  the 
death  of  Pitt,  in  1806.  Lord  Henry  was  offered,  and 
accepted,  office  as  clmncellor  of  the  exchequer; 
and  he  was  also  elected  by  a  very  large  majority  to 
the  representation  of  the  University  of  Cambridgi 
over  his  opponents  Lords  Althorpc  and  Palmerstc 
On  the  death  of  Fos  "  the  ministry  of  all  the  I 
ents"  soon  fell ;  and  Lord  Henry  lost  his  office,  i 
also  his  seat  in  Parliament,  by  his  consistent  advocacy 
of  the  Catholic  claim.  The  university  elected  Sit 
Viekary  Gibbs  by  only  two  votes  over  Lord  Palm- 
erston;  and  Lord  Henry  was  at  the  foot  of  the 
poll.  He  was,  however,  provided  with  a  scat  by 
the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  returned 
for  Camelford,  a  borough  so  small  that  it  figured  in 
Schedule  A  of  the  Reform  Bill.  In  1808  he  mar- 
ried his  cousin.  Lady  Louisa  Strangeways,  daughter 
of  the  Eari  of  Ilchester.  In  1809,  on  the  death  of 
the  second  marquis,  his  half-brother,  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  House  of  Peers.  Lord  Lansdowne  con- 
tinued in  the  opposition  till  1827,  when  he  joined  tha 
administration  of  Mr.  Canning,  as  secretary  for  the 
Home  Department.  The  death  of  Mr.  Canning,  sod 
the  change  which  brought  in  the  Liverpool  cabinet 
and  the  Duke  of  AVellington,  made  Lord  Lansdowne 
the  leader  of  the  opposition.  His  name  is  »sst> 
ciated  with  many  reform  measures  during  tJie  lialf- 
century  in  which  he  took  active  part  in  political 
afifaire.     The  abolition  of  slaver)-,  and  the  CuUioUo 
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acipation  acts,  had  hia  heartfelt  support,     Hia 

ttrlMiiity  and  courtesy  to  his  political  op^xjiieitts  won 

r  itini  u  large  measure  of  esteem  and  regard. 

Uodct  EatI  Grey'»  admin  Lstratioo  Lord  Laa»dowQe 

eld  U»e  office  of  president  of  the  council  for  nearly 

I  years,  wiili  a  brief  exception, —  the  period  of 

;  Duke  of  Wellington's  short  administratiou.     On 

1  formation  of  the  Russell  cabiuet,  in  1846.  Lord 

4iwite  returned   to  office  as   president  of   the 

iQcil,  and  ably  advocated  the  cause  of  national 

acatiuu.     On  the  retirement  of  the  ministers  from 

I  185^,  Lord  Lansdowne  took  a  di^iiHed  leave 

i  official  life.  In  a  heartfelt  address  to  the  House 

jpooancing  the  dissolution  of  the  Lord  John  Russell 

Jtitiet.     He  was  often  consulted  by  the  queen,  who 

[  the  fourth  sovereign  under  whom  he  had  held 

One  cauiiot  fail  to  notice  the  consistency  of 

FLord  Lansdowne 's  official  life.     Liberal  views  were 

kit  fint  and  last  care  during  a,  long  political  career; 

^onn  measures  had  his  earliest  attention ;  and  lie 

[  liiog  enough  to  see  the  successful  result  of  his 


idowne  House,  in  Berkeley  Square,  was  one  of 
Uie  boueea  adorned  alike  by  the  domestic  virtues  and 
lodal  graces.  lU  master  was  early  thrown  among 
men  of  distinctaon  in  literature,  politics,  and  art;  and 
he  aona  became  the  lilieral  friend  and  patron  of  art 
u>d  litorature.  Of  Lady  Lansdowiie  there  are  many 
channing  mentions  in  contemporaneous  literature, 
vliirh  wQI  bo  Qoticod  later. 

Dumciut,    the    remarkable   tutor  of   the   brilliant 
jr^mg  Engliidinian,  ivat  to  become  the  intimate  friend 
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und  valued  critic  of  Miss  Edgeworth ;  and  the  Gel 
van  paateur  himself  became  so  promiueut  a 
literature  that  a  little  sketch  of  his  life  must  be  givei 
here,  Pierre  Etieniie  Louis  Dumuot  was  born  in 
Geneva  in  1759.  He  studied  theology;  and,  after 
preaching  a  while  in  his  native  place,  he  went  to 
St.  Petersburg,  in  1783,  where  he  took  charge  of 
the  French  Protestant  Church. 

In   1786   he   left   Russia   for  England,   where  he 
became   tutor  to  the  sons  of  Lord  Slielliunie.     He 
became  very  intimate  with  many  of  the  Whig  par^ 
and  with  Sir  Samuel  Uomilly  he  formed  a  clM 
friendship. 

He  had  known  Romilly  early  in  life  at  Genei 
who  spoke  of  Dumont  in  his  account  of  his  own  eU 
life  as  follows :  — 

"  His  vigorous  understanding,  his  ext^^naive  knoi 
and  bis  splendiU  eloquence  fitted  liiui  to  have  acted  tl 
noblest  part  in  public  life  -,  while  the  brilliaucy  of  bis  wtttl 
the  cheerfulness  of  hia  humor,  and  the  chamia  of  hk 
conversation,  have  made  him  the  delight  of  every  private 
society  in  which  he  has  lived.  But  his  moet  vuluultle 
qualities  are,  his  strict  iutegrity,  liis  zeal  to  serve  tlic»e 
whum  be  is  attached  to,  aud  his  most  aSecUooale  dispcH 
sition." 

During  the  early  yearn  of  the  French  Revolution, 
Dumont  was  in  Paris,  where  he  saw  much  of  Mira- 
beau;  and  he  has  given  the  world  much  valuable 
information  about  that  period,  in  his  "Souvenirs 
Bur  Mirabeau  et  sur  lea  deux  Premiers  Assemblf^ 
Lfigislatives,"  publislied   in   1832,  seven  years  after 
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e  writet'fl  death.    In  1791  Dumont  returned  to 
iglaud,  and  formed  an  intimacy  with  Jeremy  Ben- 


Bentham  gave  bim  his  manuscripts,  and  tie  labored 
and  [)ulienlly  to  elucidute  and  make  available 
le  immeuse  material  which  tlie  ptiiloiioplier  had 
rvpured.  The  results  were  the  various  works  of 
«nthiim  on  legislation.  Macautay  says  of  his  indua- 
iouii  and  unselfish  work,  in  an  eloquent  eulogium 
t  hiro,  in  reviewing  his  "Souvenirs  de  Mirabeau," 
Posiietued  of  talents  and  acquirements  which  made 
Un  great,  he  wished  only  to  be  useful." 

Hazliit  wittily  says  of  tlus,  Bentham's  "  works 
kve  be«n  translated  into  French.  They  ought  to 
B  tnnslated  first  into  English."  Sydney  Smith  also 
HamL-nt«d  on  Dumont's  share  in  this;  saying  to 
loore,  tliat  Dumont  had  brought  out  the  obscurity 
f  Bcntham,  and  made  it  "clear  and  uuderstaiidiible." 
n  1814  Dumont  returned  to  Geneva,  and  became  a 
leniWr  of  the  representative  council.  lie  died  in 
«t  Milan. 

The  Delesserts  were  visited  intimately  by  the 
iworthd.  who  found  them  most  kind  and  friend- 
r.  &ladame  Delessert  was  the  benefactress  of  Roua- 
!»n.  It  was  said  lie  was  never  so  good  or  happy  as 
hen  in  her  society.  To  her  generosity  he  owed  his 
ttR*t  in  Switzerland.  She  was  a  woman  of  high 
hancter.  uul  her  talon  was  closed  to  those  of  whose 
ndoot  she  could  not  approve ;  though  her  acts  of 
■M¥olence  were  maiiy  and  wise.  It  is  said  that 
'»  "Ami  dcs  Enfans"  records  one  of  her 
ilobte  docdd ;  but  her  own  children  cuuld  not  tell 


168 


A   BTCDV   OF  MAQIA  EDGEWORTH, 


Miss  Edgewortli  which  story  contained  this  episc 
as  she  concealed  it. 

Among  the  many  friends  they  made  in  Paris  mayT 
be  named  Mme.  de  Pastoret.  This  lady,  who  was  I 
the  original  of  "Mme.  de  Fleury,"  in  Maria's  story  I 
of  that  name,  was  preceptress  to  the  princess  in  tbdf  I 
ancient  regime,  being  appointed  to  that  post  in  oppOT>  J 
sition  to  the  wife  of  Condorcet ;  while  M.  dv  Pastoreti  ■ 
was  chosen  preceptor  to  the  dauphin.  M.  Pastoret 
was  president  of  the  First  Assembly,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  king's  council  before  the  revolutjoa. 
He  alone  was  saved  from  the  guillotine:  the  othecj 
four  meuibers  perished  in  the  reign  of  terror;  hefl 
escaped  by  his  courage  and  decision.  The  Marquis 
de  Chastellux's  speech  best  describes  Mme.  de  Pas- 
toret. says  Maria :  "jE//e  n'a  point  d'expreation  tam 
grdce,  et  point  de  grdce  sana  expreaaion"  LomS 
XVIII.  made  Count  Pastoret  a  marquis,  and  '. 
was  afterwards  chancellor  of  Fniuue. 

Mr.  Ticknor  saj's  in  1818, — 

"  She  lias  natural  talent,  and  has  cultivated  betaelf 
highly.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  better  balanced  mind,  or 
feelings  more  juatlv  regulated." 

Mr.  Ticknor  again  mentions  meetdng  Mme.  de 
Pastoret  in  1837 :  — 

"The  Mme.  de  Floury  of  Miss  Edgoworth.  This  talo 
iras  rounded  on  incidents  in  Hniu.  Posturet's  life  rL-latcd 
by  her  to  Miss  EdgewortL,  lu  whom  she  was  much  al- 
tacbed.  .  .  .  De  Fleiiry  was  not  an  invented  name,  bat 
the  name  of  an  estate  belonging  to  her,  and  takon  as 
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hy  Miss  GdgewortL,  vLom    gIk-   kaoira    personally 
cxtTFiBcIf  well." 

Id  February  of  1803,  Maria  made  a  sketch  for  the 
Ctot>-  of  "  Mme.  de  Fleury,"  but  did  not  finish  it  till 
long   afterwiirds.      The   incident   of    the   locked-up 
child  was  told   her  by  Mme.  Pastoret,  to  wliom  it 
kod  hftpi>€ned.     The  period  of  tlie  Revolution  was 
K  friffhtful  one  for  the  Pastorets,  but  they  learned 
iOcti  from  this  time  of  gufleriiig  and  distress. 
Mine.  Pastoret  was  a  noble  character,  and  she  did 
ach  for  the  cause  of  education.     She  first  estab- 
lished iiifant-Hchools  in  France. 

Tbe  Edgewortha  visited  much,  and  made  many 
sequaintances  among  the  various  circles  wliich  gatb- 
again  in  Paris  after  the  return  of  the  nobles. 
Jit  the  bouse  of  M.  and  Mme.  Suard  they  met 
ly  eminent  men  and  charming  women.  M.  Suard 
editor  of  the  "Publiciste."  Mme.  Suard  "Mr. 
ly  paid  his  court  to  thirty  years  ago." 
At  tbf  house  of  the  venerable  Ahh6  Mnrellet, 
Muia  met  an  old  lady  of  note.  This  was  "  Mme. 
d'Oaditot.  an  old  lady  of  seventy-two.  —  the  'Julie' 
<ef  Botuseau."  She  describes  her  as  "shockingly 
ngly,  and  squints,"  but  adds,  — 

"  I  wiflb  I  could  Iw  such  a  woman  at  seventy-two.  She 
loM  iw  thai  Rousseau,  whilst  he  was  writing  so  fiuely  on 
Mlocatkin,  and  Ivnving  his  own  children  in  the  roumlliag 
hMpHal.  ilcftrntU'd  himself  witli  so  much  elotiueuce  that 
<Tm  thoev  who  lilained  him  ia  their  hearts  could  not  Ilud 
to  answer  him. 
OnOG  at  dioucr  at  Mme.  d'Ouditot's  there  was  a 
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flnc  pyramkl  of  fruit.     Rousseau,  in  helping  blmself, 

tLe  peacb  which  formpt]  llie  luiae  of  the  pyramid,  and 
rest  fell  immediately.  '  0  Rous3(>nu ! '  said  bI 
13  nliat  you  always  do  witli  all  our  syatcma:  you  pull 
down  with  a  single  touch,  but  who  will  build  up  what  you 
puU  down  ? '  I  asked  if  lie  was  grab'ful  for  all  the 
kiudness  shown  him.  '  No,  he  was  ungrateful :  he  bad  a 
thousand  bad  qualities ;  but  I  tumed  my  attention  from 
tbem  lo  bta  genius,  and  the  good  he  had  done  mankuid,' 

"I  felt  in  her  company  the  delightful  liiOueiice  of  ft 
cheerful  t£mper,  and  soft,  attractive  manucrs  ;  cotliusiasm 
which  does  not  extinguish,  and  which  spends,  but  dot's  not 
waste,  itself  ou  small  but  not  trifling  objects." 

The  Abb^  Morellet,  at  whose  breakfast  this 
yer&ation  took  pkce,  was  a  man  of  marked  clianio 
ter.  His  high  moral  courage  and  consistent  couduct 
throughout  the  trying  period  of  the  revolution  gave 
him  a.  [>lace  in  the  esteem  and  regard  of  his  friencU, 
whiclk  his  learning  and  fine  literary  taste  increased. 
He  had  a  deservedly  high  influence  in  Paris.  Mr. 
Edgeworth  had  made  his  acquaintance  in  1772-73, 
when  he  was  in  France  with  Mr.  Day.  Maria  was 
much  interested  in  the  abbij.  She  says  that  he 
seemed  to  enjoy  hia  position  among  the  younger 
people,  whose  society  he  frequented.  >*1  hear  peo- 
ple complaining  of  giowing  old,"  said  he ;  "  but  for 
my  part,  I  enjoy  the  privileges  and  comforts,  in  short, 
the  convenience,  of  old  age  (/««  commodit4»  d«  la 
vieiUt»se)."  This  amiable,  respectable,  and  i-espeoted 
old  man,  in  some  playful  lines  be  wrote  ou  bis  nwa 
birthday,  declares,  that  if  the  gods  were  to  permit 
him  tu  return  again  on  earth,  in  whatever  form  Utt 
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;ht  choose,  he  should  make,  perhaps,  the  whim- 
cboice  of  retarning  to  this  world  eb  an  old  man. 
Thuy  met  Camille  Jordan,'  and  M.  Degerando.* 
>nlAii  tuul,  just  before  this,  published  a  pamphlet 
I  the  chuice  uf  Bouiiparte  as  First  Consul  for  life, 
hbt  WHS  at  fint  condemned ;  but,  as  the  time  was  nut 
for  Napoleon  to  declare  himself  as  a  complete 
Upot,  he  allowed  the  address  to  go  unpunished. 
I  ifie  home  of  Mme.  Campan  they  met  Mnie.  Ru- 
UDier,  "the  beautiful  lady  who  had  nearly  been 
[oeezed  to  death  in  Paris."  Mme.  Campan  pro- 
to  follow  the  principles  of  "  Professional  Edu- 
ction "  in  her  gr^at  boarding-school,  and  later  at 
le  iaatitiitiou  at  Ecouen,  where  the  daughters  of  the 
Boent  of  the  legion  of  honor  were  educated.  Mme. 
■iniMUi  paid  tlie  Edgeworths  "many  compliments." 
Ir.  Edgeworth  was  not  greatly  impressed  with 
K£c«tDier.  He  Bays,  "  She  certainly  is  hand- 
ne,  but  there  is  nothing  noble  in  her  appear^ 
ice.  —She  waa  very  civil,"  he  adds.  They  attended 
le  of  Mme.  R^caniier'x  mlona,  and  found  there  "a 
EUige  milange  of  merchants  and  poets,  philoso- 
wt%,  and  parvennes,  English,  French,  Portuguese, 
111  Brazilian."  Says  Maria,  "They  also  went  to 
«  opera  with  her," 

Among  nther  notabilities  they  met  Mme.  Lavoi- 
Er;  Gon.  Koscinnko,'  **  simple  in  his  manners,  like 
I   truly  great  men,"  says  Maria ;  the  Prince   and 

)  Otmlli*  JonUn,  Fronrh  nrator  and  utatenman.    1TT1-ISS1. 

■  ICarls  JiHi^i'b  lie  Gennilo,  f^sncU  wrltei  on  educaUon  BBd 

DwopbT.    tTT:MIHa. 

,  PolUb  pBlriol  uiiJ  leader.    t70b-lS17. 
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Princess  Joseph  dc  Monaco ;  and  the  Abb£  Sioard.' 
Maria  viait«d  the  famous  institution  of  the  abb4  for 
the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  with  the  Pic- 
tets.  At  oue  of  Mine.  Suard's  atisemblages  of  friends, 
they  met  the  celebrated  Lally-ToUendal,  and  the 
Due  de  Crillou.  The  Marquis  Lally-Tolleiidal  emi- 
grated to  England  with  Mme.  de  Stael,  and  figures 
much  in  Miss  Burney'a  account  of  the  life  at  Juni- 
per Hall.  Mine,  de  Stael  called  him  "Z«  plut  grot 
dea  hommes  nenitbleK^'  but  be  was  ueually  known  in 
France,  by  his  eloquence,  as  tkf  French  Cicero, 

Misa  Edgeworth's  pretty  novel  of  "  Belinda  "  was 
translated  into  the  French  by  the  Comte  de  S^giir 
about  this  time.  "Castle  Rackrent"  was  translated 
into  the  German.  Maria  saw  an  extract  from 
"Castle  Rackrent"  in  a  French  book.  This  gave 
the  wake,  the  confinement  of  Lady  Cathcart  to  her 
own  house  for  many  years,  and  (he  sweeping  the  stairs 
by  Thady  with  his  wig,  as  common  and  usual  occur- 
rences in  Ireland.  While  at  a  grand  review  in  the 
Place  de  Carrousel,  a  gentleman  came  in  "  who  had 
passed  many  years  in  Spain."  Says  Maria,  "He 
began  to  talk  to  me  about  Madrid;  and,  when  he 
heard  my  name,  he  said  a  Spanish  lady  is  translating 
'Practical  Education'  from  the  French.  She  under^ 
stands  English ;  and  he  gave  me  her  address,  that  we 
may  send  a  copy  of  the  book  to  her." 

In  a  letter  of  Maria's  dated  *'Sieclt  rSparttieur" 
as  Monge  has  chi-istened  this  century  1803,  she  raen- 
tiona  the  fact  that  "  Early  Lessons "  is  being  trana- 

1  emlueut  tcKcbiu  ot  tba 
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teted  into  French  on  one  aide  of  the  page,  and 
Engliiih  on  the  uther.  Of  this  translation  iuhe  says, 
U)»t  *'I)idot  has  undertaken  to  publish  'The  Na* 
ticuiAl  Hrituer,'  which  is  much  approved  of  here  for 
teaching  the  true  Euglish  proiium-iation/'  This  last 
vul  Mr.  Eclgeworth's  book,  written  to  explain  nud 
illustrate  his  method  of  teaching  children  to  rend. 

Maria,  in  describing  the  social  life  in  Paris  at  this 
period,  says  that  the  soirSeti  begin  at  nine  o'clock ; 
and  card?!,  with  ail  kinds  of  conversation,  and  a  light 
aupper,  make  up  the  evening's  entertainment. 

'■  I  havf  never  heard  any  person  talk  of  dress  or  fash- 
no  siora  we  eame  to  Paris,  anil  very  little  senndal.  A 
•cudal-tnonger  would  be  starved  here.  The  conversar 
tkiD  frequently  turns  ou  the  new  pelites  pircei.  and  little 
borda  wbloh  eome  out  every  day.  and  are  talked  of  for  a 
few  dayt  with  as  mueli  eagerness  aa  a  new  fashion  in 
Odnr  piaeea." 

She  did  not  j-et  realize,  after  quite  a  stay  in  Paris, 
why  {ro*si|»  wiw  suj'pressed,  and  the  whole  style  of 
eoovemtion  was  bo  carefully  guarded.  The  "patte 
4*  tvloura"  of  Napoleon  was  felt  by  the  Parisians; 
and,  ihcugh  sheathed  temporarily,  hia  talons  were 
too  evident  to  permit  of  any  real  freedom  of  thought 
« language.  Before  the  close  of  these  very  pleasant 
nontlu)  in  Paris,  she  could  have  better  explained 
the  absence  of  any  thing  like  a  personal  element 
in  the  converwtion. 

Many  of  Mi-is  Edgeworth's  critics  have  tliought 
licr  wanting  in  tenderness,  and  in  the  delineation  of 
the  power  and  influence  uf  love  on  the  human  heart. 
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and  its  share  in  the  events  of  life.  It  is  not  u»uaII| 
known  that  she  was  a.  person  of  the  most  affeotioi 
ate,  wnrm-hearted,  and  tender  nature.  Her  tea 
and  smlka  rose  easily  at  any  tale  of  distress  i 
mirtli,  liut  slie  was  not  lightly  or  easily  influenced' 
by  fictitious  suffering.  Her  clear  mind  and 
vated  intellect  gave  her  a  strong  control  ove 
own  feeliTigs;  but  she  was  human,  and  viUnerablb 
aa  every  true  woman  should  be,  to  tlie  iuilueiice  i 
love.  In  Paris  she  met  often  a  Swedish  geutlemai 
H.  Edelcrantz;  and  it  was  an  offer  from  him  f 
caused  her  to  write  as  follows :  — 

"Here,  my  dear  aunt  [Mrs.  Ruxlon],  I  was  inters 
mpteil  in  a  manner  that  will  surprise  you  as  much  aa  U 
snqtrised  me,  by  the  coming  in  of  M.  KtlelcrantE,  a  .Sweil- 
isli  gentleman,  whom  we  have  mentioned  to  yon,  of  supe- 
rior undei-standing  and  mild  manners :  he  enoic  to  offt 
me  his  liund  and  heart  1 

*'  BIy  heart,  you  may  suppose,  eannot  return  his  attaob* 
ment;  for  1  have  seen  hut  little  of  him,  and 
had  time  to  hafe  formed  any  judgment,  estvpt  tlmt  I 
think  nothing  C'onltl  tempt  me  to  leave  my  own  dear 
friends  anil  my  own  country  to  live  in  Sweden. 

To  another  relation  she  wTote, — 

"  I  take  it  for  giiitited,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  hai 
by  this  time  seen  a  letter  which  I  wrote  a  few  days  I 
to  my  aunt.  To  yon,  as  to  her,  every  thought  of  i 
mind  b  o|>en.  I  persist  in  refusing  to  leave  my  e 
and  my  friends  to  live  at  the  court  of  Stockholm ;  and  I 
tells  me  (of  courac)  tliat  there  is  nothing  he  wuulil  i 
BaeriQce  for  me,  except  hia  duty.     Ue  haa  t*een  all  his  llfij 
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I  tbp  wrricc  of  Uie  kin^  of  Swi^en,  Iins  places  under 
,  umI  w  acttmlly  cniployeil  in  collecting  luroi-matioa 
-  ft  lugv  political  establish mctit.  He  tbinks  liimaelf 
1  ID  honor  to  finish  what  he  has  )fcp:un.  He  says 
t  abotUd  Dot  fear  the  ridicule  or  blame  that  would  be 
upon  Uim  by  his  couutryraeD,  for  quitting  his 
nntry  at  his  age,  but  that  lie  should  despise  hinisolf  if 
I  fttmndonett  his  doty  for  any  passion.  This  is  all  very 
WDiblv,  bat  reasonable  for  him  only,  not  for  ma ; 
I  hftv«  never  felt  any  thing  for  him  but  esteem  and 

Mrs.  Edgeworth  wrote  of  this  event,  — 
"Maria  was  mistaken  as  to  her  own  feelincrs.  She 
I  M.  Kdulcranlz.  but  she  felt  nincb  more  for  him 
a  estwm  and  admiration :  she  was  exceedingly  in  to™ 
h  him.  Mr.  Edgeworlb  left  her  to  decide  for  hcreclf ; 
S  ili«  saw  too  plainly  what  it  would  be  to  us  to  lose 
',  BDi]  what  she  wonid  foci  at  pailing  from  us.  She 
idnl  rijitliUy  for  her  own  future  happiness  and  for  that 
r  femily;  but  she  suffered  much  at  the  time,  and 
wants.  While  wc  were  at  Paris,  I  remember 
k  shop,  where  Charlotte  and  I  were  making  some 
,  Maria  sat  apart  absorbc<l  in  thougjit.  and  so 
^  ia  T&rvty  that  when  her  father  came  in  and  stood 
Bvppoalti;  to  ber  she  did  not  see  him  till  he  six>kc  to  her, 
r  KlArlfd.  and  Imrst  into  tears.  She  was  grieved 
s  Utok  of  ti-ndcr  anxiety  :  and  she  afterwards  exertod 
df  Id  join  tn  society,  and  to  take  advantage  of  all 
B  B{treeable  during  our  stay  in  France,  and  on  our 
iry  hume ;  but  it  was  often  a  most  painful  ciTiiit  to 
ADd  erea  after  her  return  tu  &lgc worth stowii,  U 
I  before  she  recovered  tlic  claslioity  of  her  tiitnd. 
eexertu)  all  her  ixiwers  of  stlf-cominuud,  uiid  turned 


176 


A   BTDDT   OP  MARLA   EDGEWORTH. 


her  attention  to  every  thing  Uer  father  suggested  for  h 
to  nritf.     But  ^  LeoDora,*  which  she  began  immediate 
after  our   return   borne,  was  written  with   the    hojie   of 
pleasing  the  Clievalier  Edcterantz  :  it  was  writtt'ii   in   » 
style  he  liked;  aud  the  idea  of  wliat  be  would  think  of 
it  was,  I  believe,  present  to  her  in  every  page  she  wrote. " 
She  never  heard  that  be  had  even  read  it.     From  t 
time  they  parted  at  Paris,  there  was  no  sort  of  coio 
munieation  between  them ;  and,  beyond  the  cbanoc  wMcl 
brought  ua  Bometimea  into  wimpuny  with  traveller 
bud  been  in  .Sweden,  or  the  casual  mention  of  U.  EM 
crunU  in  the  newspapers  or  scientific  jonrnals,  v 
beard  more  of  one  who  had  been  of  supb  supivme 
tohor,  and  to  us  all,  at  Paris,  and  of  whom  Maria  eontii^l 
aed  to  have,  all  her  life,  the  most  romanlic  recoQectioi.  I 
I  do  not  think  she  ever  repented  of  her  refusal  or  regtt^j 
ted  ber  decision :  site  was  well  aware  that  she  could  not 
have  made  hira  happy,  that  she  woul<l  not  have  suited  I 
position  at  the  court  of  Stockholm,  and  Ihut  her  want  4 
beauty  might  have  diminished  his  attachment. 
better,  i^erhapa,  that  she  should  think  so,  as  it  calm 
her  mind ;  but,  from  what  I  saw  of  M.   Edelcnintz,  I'' 
think  lie  was  a  man  capable  of  deeply  valuing  bcr.    I 
believe  that  be  was  much  attached  to  her,  and  deeply 
mortified   at    her  refusal.     He   continued    t<j    resiile   in 
Sweden   after  the    abdication   of    his    master,    itnd    waa 
always  distinguished   for  his  high  character  and   great 
abilities.     He  never  married.     He  was,  escept  very  t 
eyes,  remarkably  plain.     Her  father  rallied  Maria  abc 
her  preference  of  ao  ugly  a  man :  but  she  Uked  the  t 
pressioD  of  hia  counteuunoc,  the  spirit  and  stivnglh  i 
bis  diaracter,  and  his  vci^y  able  conversation.     The  unq 
pected  mention  of  his  name,   or  even  that  of  Swot 
lu  a  book  or  newspuix-r,  always  moved  her  so  much  t 
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1  linra  in  the  pnge  became  a  mass  of  coa- 
0  bcr  eyes,  and  bcr  voice  tost  all  [Mtwer. 
talk  it  right  to  meation  these  facta,  because  I 
'KwHTthat  the  iea§ons  of  seir-eommand  which  she  iueul- 
CBt«d  in  her  ooreb  were  reojljp  a«ted  upon  in  her  own 
Utf,  Aoil  tliat  the  reaolulion  with  which  she  diivotcd  her- 
•vlf  tu  b«r  father  and  her  fuiiiily,  uiid  the  industry  witli 
wtui-h  »hr  Ulwixii  tit  the  writings  whidi  slie  thoiii;lit  wero 
fat  Uiif  Biltrantiige  of  hi-r  M low-creatures,  were  from  the 
tifia  of  the  tii<;)iest  principle.  Ilcr  precepts  were  not 
s  of  cohl-liearted  prudence,  but  the  result  of 
ram  cxperieoc*  in  strong  and  romantic  feeliug.  By 
ait  it  happened  that  she  had.  hmg  liefore  she 
r  the  Chevalier  Edelcruntx,  </hosen  Swcdeu  for 
I  of  'The  KnapsucJt,'  I  do  not  know;  hut  I 
■ber  his  expreasiug  his  ndinirntiDD  of  that  1>?aiitiful 
»  pi«c«,  and  his  pleasure  in  tJie  liue  character  of  the 
liab  gentlemen  and  jieasautA." 

Hus  ix  MIX  exceedingly  interesting  passage ;  because 
1  due>  show  elearly,  ns  Mitt.  Edgewurth  >iHys.  that 
.  wiu  cap»Me  of  the  deepest  fveUiig^.  Many 
itics  have  aceust^d  her  of  being  cold,  prudent,  and 
lunlmiiig.  Cold,  till'  writer  of  "Patronage."  with 
tke  tieautirnl  womanly  character  of  Caroline  Percy, 
tould  nevt-r  liavp  Ix-cn.  She  was  denied  the  Impjii- 
M»of  the  8weet«»t  relaUoiis  of  dome8tic  life:  the 
leudiT  jtiyg  of  wife  and  mother  were  not  to  be  hers, 
but  it  did  CMMt  Iter  many  struggles  to  give  up  bravely 
<J>"  r-Hsibility  of  siicli  happinetta.  She  sliowed  so 
.  l.y  her  lifelong  devotion  to  a  living  father, 
..■<^'jrd  for  his  memory  when  gone;  by  ajtuimv- 
u.tIii    iiJt«in»t  in  her  own  btotliers  and  sisters,  the 
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many  other  chilclren  and  the  wives  of  lier  father, — 
what  she  was  capable  of  feeling,  that  one  cannot 
doubt  her  capacity  for  loving.  She  drew  too  many 
portiaits  of  lovely  women  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
as  maid,  wife,  and  widow,  to  leave  a  shadow  of  uncei^ 
tainty  aa  to  her  genuine  belief  in  marriage.  It  U' 
hard  "to  look  into  happiness  through  nnnther 
eyes,"  says  Shakiipeare.  Maria  did  this  all  her  U&,' 
and  the  wonder  is,  that  she  depicted  so  delicately, 
yet  charmingly,  the  effect  of  love  on  so  many  char- 
acters. She  does  it  admirably  in  *•  Patronage."  where 
she  contrasts  the  volatile  Rosamond,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  tender  passion,  with  her  high-spirited  yet 
tender  sister  Caroline.  Both  love,  and  are  wnoed  and 
won;  but  how  difl'erent  the  wooing!  how  character- 
istic the  sentiment  of  the  lively  Rosamond,  with  her 
vivacity  and  redoubled  life,  and  the  calm,  deep  hap- 
piness of  the  well-balanced  mind  and  the  sympa- 
thetic yet  self-contained  nature  of  Caroline  I  White 
Rosamond  is  steadied  and  improved  by  her  love 
for  Mr.  Henry,  the  noble  nature  of  Caroline  iijida  its 
perfect  finish  in  the  happiness  of  loving  and  being 
loved  by  Count  Altenburg. 

When  Maria  painted  Caroline  Percy  struggling  to 
control  what  she  supposed  was  a  hopeless  pnssioo  for 
Count  Altenburg,  she  probably  drew  these  pages 
from  her  own  experience.  The  fate  of  her  heroine 
Wiis  happier,  however,  than  her  own.  Her  lover  did 
not  return  to  her,  and  they  never  met  again. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

vUtlji  La  Bfttpe.  —  Mr.  Edeenortb  onlaioi]  to  Inave  Paiis,  — 

MafI*  itOM   wlih  hftu   r«  Pauj.  — He   Teceire*    Pennlsilon  to 

A   Vialt   to   Mmo.   de    Genlls- —  Buraots   of    War.— 

B  rtoni    Purl* —London.  — Yock.  —  EillnbiirBli.  —  8i>d- 

■ty  ilwia.  —  t>iigald   Sli-wnrt.  —  Dr.    AlUon.  —  Dr.   Grpgory.— 

riitytair.— Ellulmh  Hamilton  — Marln'ii  Gnjuymeot 

dl  BiUitbviEh.  —  A  VUit  to  GUigow  od  Uicir  Way  to  Ireland. 

AUOKO  other  visits  to  notable  people,  Marin  went 
the  bouse  of  La   Ilurpe.   tbe   poet,   witb    Muie. 
and  the  Russian  I'rinccss  Dalgourski,  to 
Ur  liini  repeat  some  of  his  own  poetry. 

"  IIp  lives  in  a  wrcU-bed  house ;  and  wc  went  op  ilirty 

kim,  Uirongti  <Iirt<r  psss.igL's,  where  I  wondorcl  liuw  fJac 

dies'  tnkins  and  noses  could  gOi  and  were  received  iu  a 

nil  deu  by  ttie  pliilosopher,  or  rather  dhiot,  for 

I  tlie   pbiloaopher.    He  was  in  a  dirty  reddish 

i^t-gowD.  and  very  dirty  niglit-eap  bound   round  tbe 

rebead  by  a  aiii>erlatively  dirty  ebocolate-colored  riljbon. 

Me.  lU-cuuier,  the  beautiful,  the  elegant,  robed  in  white 

tin  trimtnul  with  while  Tur,  seaU-d  herself  on  the  elbow 

U>  annvbair,  and  lieaongbl  bim  to  repeat  his  verses." 

Id  another  place  she  speaks  of  Mme.  R^eatuier 
.  "a  graceful  and  dteent  beauty  of  excellent  char- 
ter."  Wheu,  h>ug  after  this  time,  ber  brother 
rutc  licr  that  tie  made  Mme.  R^camicr  laugh,  by 
ime  teuiiU'k  i)f  IUm,  Maiia  rep!ii;<l, — 
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•'In  my  ob§ervation  sbe  never  wcJit  beyond  the  im 
prescribed  by  Lord  Cheaterfleld  ae  graceful  in  beauty." 


Wlien  Mr.  Edgewortli  web  arranging  in  Londos 
for  ills  Parisian  life,  he  asked  for,  and  obtained,  a 
letter  from  Lord  Essex,  tlien  loixl  cliamberlain.  and 
ajiplied  to  Lord  Wliitworth,  tiieii  English  aitibjissci- 
dor  at  Paris,  to  present  him  to  Napoleon.  After  a 
stay  in  Paris,  he  was  convinced  by  various  signs  tliat 
Gen.  Bonaparte,  then  First  Consul,  was  carefully 
preparing  his  course  for  the  nsiiqiation  of  BuptL'tnc 
power  in  France.  This  altered  Mr.  Edgeworth's 
feelings ;  he  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  court  of  the 
usurper.  Though  he  waa  prudent  in  conversation, 
auil  in  the  fricndslilps  he  formed  and  the  housed 
lie  frequented,  there  was  a  system  of  espionnaffe 
in  Paris  which  kept  Napoleon  acquainted  with  the 
thoughts  and  Bpecch  of  strangers  as  well  as  red- 
dents.  Mr.  Edgeworth  "  could  scarcely  be  brougM 
to  believe  "  in  the  existence  of  such  a  police-ayBtem, 
till  lie  was  convinced  by  "well-attested  facts  pro- 
duced to  him,  and  till  he  perceived  the  suspicion 
and  excessive  caution  and  constraint  which  the  sys- 
tem spread  over  general  society."  This  was  the  rea- 
son for  the  peculiar  tone  of  conversation  in  the 
salona.  Maria  did  not  fidly  comprehend  the  sita%>. 
tion  of  affairs  in  Paris,  until  seen  in  the  light  of  Bft&K 
events. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  had  no  apprehensions  whatever' 
of  attracting  the  police  spies  by  either  action  oP; 
word;  but  "he  was  one  morning  surprised  by 
order  to  quit  Paris  iu  twenty-four  hours,  and 
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inch  territorifis  in  fifteen  days."  Accompanied 
r  Maria,  be  went  to  Passy.  Tha  following  extract 
I  a  letter  to  Miss  Churiotte  Siieyd  will  tell  the 
niy  of  the  tnisttike  which  caused  hit  arre&t.  He 
Krib«]  in  detail  ull  the  pHiticidHrs  of  his  arrest, 
Btil  the  kiadneiss  of  his  friends,  tlie  Delesserta,  Mmc. 
batiiT.  and  others.  It  was  true  kindness,  for  it 
KIMJ'^  them  to  the  censure  of  the  police  for  aiding 
luspecU'd  person.  Refusing  all  ciffers  of  help, 
tatiDg  to  compromise  these  good  friends,  Mr.  Edge- 
li  went  into  lodgings  at  Passy. 

|To  Mn.  CliiirlDtle  SneyJ.] 

Pauls,  Jan.  27,  1S03. 
.     W«    vrived   nt   Passy    ntwut   ten    o'eloeJf    nt 
and.  though  a  d(porl4,   I  Blopt   tolerably  well. 

Wore  I  was  up,  my  friend  M.  de  1' was  with  me, 

ikfasted  with  us  in  our  little  oven  of  a  i>ar1or,  coa- 

1  two  liours  most  agreeably.     Our  otlior  friend,  F. 

•  also  heloK  we  had  Iir(.-tikrii8tt.il ;  and  just  as  I 

intfid  ou  a  tnlile  to  iiuslc  sonx-  |iu(h.t  ov<?r  ri.'rlJim 

ill  Uie   window,   eiiU-T  H.   V ,   uiiiJ    1^ 

"  UuN  ami,  ov  u'eat  pas  In  peine  I  "  t:nef\  they  Imtli  at 

M,  llwir  fnecs  rayoimant  da  joiv.     "  Vou  net'd  not  give 

I'JRir^f  M  much  tioulile.  you  will  not  auiy  liere  long. 

'"  I  havt!    seen    the    graml    juge.    and    your    dfleiition 

■a  tfttm  a  mistake.     It  wa:i  BupiMsdl  that  juu  are 

labrotiiTT  to  the  h\^hi  Edgewortli.     We  are  to  fU-liver 

taiMitKm   from  you.  stjiling  what  your  reluUoiialii|>   to 

•  aUta  really  is.     This  shall  l>e  backt^l  by  an  atlilreiM 

i  by  all  your  fricrnds  at  Paris,  and  you  wUl  Uwu  Im 

H  IOkt^  lo  rvturu- " 


182 


A  STUDY  OF  MARIA  EDGEWOBTH. 


I  objech^  to  writing  any  petition ;  anti  at  all  e 
1  determined  to  consult  my  amliassartor,  wlio  bad   i 
duetod  himself  well  towarda  me.     I  wrote  to  Lord  1 
worth,  stating  the  facts,  and  declaring  tliat  nothing  ( 
ever  make  me  deny  the  honor  of  lieiug  related  I 
Abl>6  Etlgeworth.     Lord  Whitwoilb  advised  me,  howcii 
to  state  the  fact  that  I  was  not  the  abba's  brother. 

Maria  says,  — 

"In  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  my  fathei 
bajtishment  from  Paris,  ottr  friends  informing  Mrs.  Hd( 
worth  of  the  permission  granted  him  to  return,  she  came  ! 
to  Passy  for  us  at  seven  o'docic  hi  the  evening.     Late  as 
it  was  when  we  got  to  Paris,  he  stopped  at  the  English 
ambassaclor's  hotel  to  tell  him  the  result  of  the  busini 

"  At  a  public  court  dinner,  at  which  Rcgnier,  tlie  gra 
jvge,  was  jH-esent.  some  days  after  this  affair,  one  of  € 
friends  spoke  of  it,  and  questioned  him  as  to  his  r 
reasons.  He  declared  he  had  none,  but  excused  himM 
by  saying  that  Paris  was  too  full  of  strangers,  olid  t 
he  had  general  oi-ders  to  dear  it  of  la  Ik  dii  yenjiU  itrt 
ger;  to  which  our  friend  replied  that.  '  M.  It-  Grand  .1 
should,  however,  distuiguieh  between  ia  lie  and  I'&Ue  f 
peitj^,'  .  .  . 

"The  memorial  which  our  Parisian  friends  drew  up  I 
present  to  the  grand  jtige,  stated  '  that  ray  father  ws 
man  of  letters,  that  we  were  authors  of  a  work  on  f 
cation  well  known  in  France,  that  he  had  lived,  ever  si 
he  came  to  Paris,  with  literary  society,  totally  hu«; 
nectcd  with  {xilitics.'  Some  kind  and  highly  gnitiry[ 
expressions  were  ad(le<I :  several  CGlehrate<l  names  I 
the  highest  respectnliility  were  suliserilted.  After  1 
bui^iness  was  over,  the  memorial  was  put  into  my  fatb 
hand,  and  has  tieen.  and  will  be,  carefully  preserved  I 
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■  [unit;.  M  a  tasliiuouy  of  the  atcailiuess  of  our  Pnri- 
»  friends." 

Tbo  last  important  events  of  interest  in  the  stay 
at  tlie  Edgcworths  at  Paris,  after  the  arrest  aod 
roleaiw  of  Mr.  Edgcworth,  were  a  visit  to  the  estab> 
lUhmeiil  of  Mine.  Campan,  where  thpy  saw  many 
di»tiii)*UL«hiHl  people,  among  them  Hortense  Beau-* 
hamais  and  Mnie.  Louia  Bonaparte,  the  unfortunate 
qiie«a  of  Ilollund.  who  was  an  ileve  of  Mme.  Cam- 
pan's.  Ilaciuu's  "  Esthur,"  and  Mme.  jlo  GenUs's 
beautiful  "  Rosidre  de  Salency,"  were  admirahly 
perfonued  by  the  pupils. 

"■  Full  of  the  pleasure  "  received  from  seeing  lier 
play.  Miss  Edgeworth,  though  evidently  strongly 
|iR]udiced  against  Mme.de  Gealis,*  "was  impatient" 
to  pay  brr  a  visit  befuro  leaving.  Wlien  in  England 
Marii  did  not  visit  tier,  as  the  feeling  against  her 
niniivr  of  life  was  such,  that,  when  JMr.  Edgeworth 
hwk  Maria's  Iraiislatiuti  of  "AdiMc  et  Tlii-oduri;"  to 
i*T  at  Bath,  he  meant  to  present  its  translator,  Maria, 
>lw  lo  her,  Imt  f-mml  "that  she  is  not  visited  by 
•lenoiwlle^  in  England,"  writes  Maria,  in  1791,  from 
Clifton  to  Mrs.  Ituxton.  But  Maria  was  older  now 
iWashe  wai*  then:  and.  besides,  she  probnbly  thonght 
ttut  at  ['arts  »be  could  do  as  the  Parisians  do :  und 
'!»)■  went  by  special  invitation  one  evening.  And 
Wit  is  her  own  description  of  the  diiBculties  and  the 


t.  8U|ih«alo  F<5lii'lt<>,  rnmti-nM  dc,  Utm  In   Biir);tin<I.v, 
>;  JM  la  1830.     Kotoriniis  (or  lier  coDiiHrttuii  Willi   PlillJpt'^ 
ttm  (daoupil  Louia  PhlUppo.    Stis  published  nuiunroua 
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finnl  result,  ftiid  her  inipregsion&  u£  tliis  aotoriol 


"  She  was  living  wlien  Stilly  aaoA  to  live,  at  tlie  Arae- 
nal.  BoDapArto  has  givou  her  apartments  iben?.  Now, 
I  do  uot  know  whut  you  imagined  in  reading  Sullj** 
Memoirs :  but  I  always  imiigiued  that  the  Aracnal  was  a 
large  building,  with  a  fiu,'iulf  lo  it  like  a  very  large  hot 
or  a  ludace ;  and  I  fanuied  it  nt\s  sumewhere  iii  the  n 
of  Pai-is.  Oo  tLo  eoutrary,  it  wtis  quite  iu  the  aubiu 
Vt'e  drove  on  and  on ;  and  at  last  we  came  to  a  Uea,1] 
iircliway,  like  what  yoii  see  at  llie  entrance  of  a  fortEU 
town.  Wo  drove  under  it  for  the  length  of  three  or  fos 
yards  in  total  darkness ;  and  tbcn  we  found  ourselves,  1 
well  as  we  eould  see  by  the  light  of  aonie  dun  lamps,  bt  jj 
fati^e  square  eourt,  surroanded  by  buildings:  here  < 
thought  we  were  to  alight.  No  each  thing :  the  eoacbi 
drove  under  another  thick  archway,  lighted  at  the  < 
traD(%  by  a  single  lamp.  We  found  om'selvea  in  another 
court !  and  still  we  went  on,  archway  after  archway,  court 
aft^r  court,  in  all  which  reigned  dcsoluie  sUtfucc.  V^ 
thought  the  arcliways  anil  the  courts  iiud  Uic  < 
silence  would  never  end.  At  last  tLie  coachmiiti  £ 
oud  asked,  for  the  tenth  time,  where  the  lady  livoil 
excessively  difficult  lo  Oud  people  in  Paris.  Wc 
Uie  name  of  Slnie.  dc  Genlis  and  the  Arsenal  * 
have  been  sufHcient ;  but  the  whole  of  this  coiigreg; 
of  courts  an<l  gateways  and  houses  is  called  the  Are 
and  hundreds  and  hundreda  of  i>eople  iubahit  it  vi 
prolmbly  perfect  strangers  to  Urac.  de  Geolis. 
doors  where  our  coaehtnan  iuquired,  some  ausweretl  ti 
Lhry  knew  nothing  of  her,  some  Uiat  ahe  lived  id  I 
Faubourg  8t.  Germain,  others  believed  that  she  might 
at  I'assy,  otliers  liud  heard  that  she  had  upartmenta  gn 
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r  I17  goTcnunent  somt^whcre  in  tlie  Arei-nal,  but  could 
C  teU  wlwiv.  While  the  coachmiiii  thus  bt'g<;i.Hl  hi§  way, 
\.  ajisi(iu9l.v  looking  oat  sX  him  from  tho  middle  of  the 
I  ffeM  square  where  we  were  left,  listeiied  Tor  the  anawera 
were  givvn,  oiid  wbieh  often,  from  the  disttuiee, 
I  our  eitra.  At  last  a  door  pretty  near  to  us 
I  mir  coachmatrs  head  luiil  but  wviv  illuniia- 
M  |ir  Uw  VHiidIc  hehl  liy  the  iM-reoii  whii  oIh-iiciI  the 
Dil.  an  tliv  two  ft);nn.-B  i>urted  with  eiwh  oiliiT,  we 
ooukl  iliatuKtly  sec  llii)  (■xi.>ri-8siuii  of  their  counti.'uuncos, 
ml  llH-tr  lips  movf :  tho  reiHilt  of  this  parley  was  sutM;L>39- 
fol.  Wt  wiuw  directetl  to  the  Ijouhb  «  here  Mine.  (Il'  (lenlia 
Itntl,  ami  thought  tiil  illlHeuhk-H  cudoil.  No  siicli  thing  : 
W »|iwiiaeiiLH  were  still  to  Iw  auiight  for.  We  s:iw  l>e- 
fatt  lis  a  lurgiN  vruuki'd,  ruinons  eU>ue  staircase,  1igliti<d 
tn  a  «in;{le  bit  of  candle,  hanging  iii  a  vile  tin  Iniilern,  in 
UMfflL-  o(  the  bare  wall  at  tlic  turn  of  the  stauease,  — 
only  Jut  light  e»ou<;h  to  at-e  that  the  walls  were  biire  and 
aU.  Mul  Ibc  aluirn  immoderately  dirty.  There  werL-  no 
liBit  nf  tlic  |>laee  bein^;  inhabited,  exeept  Ihja  lamp, 
•liipli  nwld  not  tiflvt-  l)eeD  lighted  without  imnds.  I 
«uul  Ktill  in  mi-lanelioly  aatonishment,  while  my  father 
fx^l  hta  way  into  a  kind  of  porter's  lodge,  or  den.  at 
Ibe  ff^  (if  tlie  atairo,  where  he  found  a  man  who  was 
pater  to  various  iK-ojile  who  inbahited  this  houae.  You 
iu/w.  Um;  farislan  hutwf-s  are  inliabitMl  by  liordi-s  of  dif- 
imia  pFO|ile ;  sud  the  atnira  are  in  fact  atresia,  and  dirty 
•nwu.  Ui  ihrir  dwcllingis.  The  porter,  who  was  mither 
MlSia^  nor  iiittrlligcnt,  carvlemly  said  tliat  '  3Imf.  <i« 
Atafw  fa^ratV  an  arnxMirff  A  yaudit,  yu'iV  foiifhvH  tirrr  n 
^tMttU."  lie  bcliei~ed  she  was  at  home,  if  ahe  waa  not 
^«  out.  Up  wo  went  by  oui-aelves ;  tor  lliis  l)ort«r, 
IhoiNdi  we  w»re  stroufrers,  imd  pleaded  that  we  were  »o, 
«rar  otfcrcd  to  stir  a  Uep  to  guide  or  to  light  ue.     Wlten 
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we  got  to  the  second  stage,  we  fnintlj  saw,  by  Uic  1! 
from  the  one  cnadle  at  the  first  lundiug-pliwei  two 
dirty  folding-doors,  one  set  on  the  right  and  the  Other 
the  left,  and  hanging  oil  each  a  btll,  no  larger  than  wi 
you  see  in  the  small  parlor  of  a  small  English  inn.    My 
tbcr  pulled  one  bell,  and  waited  some  minutes ;  do  auawi 
pulled  till'  other  bell  and  wail«(l;  no  answer:  ttium{w>d 
the  lefl  door:  no  answer:  pushed  and  pulled  nt  it, 
could  not  oi)en  it;  pushed  open  one  of  the  riglil-li 
folding-doors,  —  utter  darkness;  went  in,  as  well  i 
could  feel;  there  was  no  funiituni.     After  we  bad 
tbei'e  a  few  seconds,  we  could  discern  the  bare  walls,  ai 
some  strange  lumber  in  one  corner.     The  room  was  of  a 
prodigious  height,  like  an  old  playhouse,     ^''c  retreated, 
and.  in  despair,  went  down  again  to  the  stupid  or  surly 
porI«r.     He  came  uivstairs  veiy  unwillingly,  uud  [>oint<.-d 
to  a  doe[i  reeess  lietween  tlie  staii-s  and   fulding-doora. 
^  Alles,  voiUi  la  jiorie  et  Itrer  hi  sotin^le.'    Uv  and  his 
candle  went  down  ;  and  my  father  had  but  just  time  to 
seize  tlie  handle  of  the  tiell,  when  wo  were  again  in  darlt- 
ness.     After  ringing  this  fet'blo  bell,  we  presently  bi 
doors  open,  and  little  footstvps  appi-oaching  nigh, 
door  was  o[jened  by  a  girl  of  about  Ilouora's  busc.  holi 
an  ill-set  wailing  candle  in  her  band,  the  ligiit  of 
fell  full  upon  her  face  and  figure;  her  face  was  reinaili^ 
ably  inti-lligeiit.  —  dark  sparkbng  eyes  ;  dork  hair,  curled  in 
the  most  fas  li  ion  able  long  eork-strew  ringlcU  over  her 
eyes  anil   cbceks,     .she   parted   the   ringlets  to  take   a 
full  view  of  us,  and  we  were  eipialiy  impatient  to  take  a  full 
view  of  her.     The  dress  of  her  figure  by  no  means  suited 
tlie  hea<l  and  the  elegance  of  her  attitude.     What  her 
'  nether  weeds  '  miglit  he,  we  could  not  distinctly  see  :  but 
they  seemed  to  be  a  coarse,  short  petticoat,   like  what 
Molly  Iliistow's  childi'en  would  wear,  not  on  ^i||lldaya; 
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kvoollcn  gray  «i»pnivr  alwvf ,  iiinneij  with  a  single  pin  by 

I  la|M-]s  t^;I)t  across  the  uock  im(k-r  the  cbiu.  mid  0{>cd 

,  Mow.     Aft^r  flDiTcying  us,  and  huariiig  tliat  our 

B  waa  E(]g<>worth,  she  smiled  graciously,  and  bid  ua 

r  li«r.  sayiug,  •  Mamata  eat  dtei  elle.'     Sbu  led  tlio 

ty.  with  tii«  grace  of  &  young  lady  wlio  lias  Iwi'ii  tmi^lit 

t  duicv,  scrvM  two  iiut«-<^  bum  Iters,  iiiiseral)!^  looking, 

;,  tniacrablc  or  Do,  no  bonse  in  Paria  can  lie  without 

The  girl,  or  young  laily,  for  we  were  still  iu  doubt 

h  u>  Ibiok  her.  led  us  into  a  small  room,  iu  wbicb  the 

%  were  »o  well  screened  by  a  green  tin  screen,  that 

•  eonitt  suirof  ly  dhttinguisb  the  tall  form  of  a  lady  in 

tfadc.  who  r<KM;  fmiii  Ikt  armclmir  by  the  firesiile  as  tbe 

dour  npFDv^I.     A  gn-nt  pulT  of  smoke  cujno  from  the  liuge 

iK^lan-  al  the  same  momtriit.     She  i^anio  forwiird  ;  and 

niDailt  our  way  towards  her  as  well  as  ivc  cuul  I  thiouTb 

>  (uufiiMOD  of  tableB,  chairs,  and  work  liosKit'i    (huu, 

miliiiif-itiiiks  and  iiik-stunda  and  bird-cagiu  un<l  a  barp 

t4ir  iliil  not  8]M.'uk  :  and,  as  ber  back  was  now  tiirnid  to 

buk  firr  ukI  c.indb',  I  could  not  see  lier  fact    or  any 

t  hot  tfa?  outline  of  her  form,  and  her  alhludi     ber 

I  waa  the  remains  of  a  fine  form    and  her  uttitu  le 

A  of  a  womaD  used  to  a  better  drawing  room      I  Ix-ing 

Ml.  and  sbe  silent,  was  compelled  lo  s|H.alv  to  the 

in  darkness  :    '  Mme.  de  Genbs  nous  a  fait  1  liou 

p  noas  manlier  t|U>lle  vouloit  bien  nous  |ji  rnii  ttrt  de 

■  nRMln<  viaiir.  rt  de  lui  offrir  nos  rcspitts,   sai  I  I   or 

wariit  ui  llint  pflert ;  to  which  she  repliwl  Iw  I  il,ni^  my 

batol.  uikI  sayiD"  something  tu  whiib    dutrmfr    nos  tbo 

acrit  iiiti-lliKil>le  word.     WbiUt  she  sixikc,  sliu  looI>t'ii  oxc-r 

■  ■-  •'    nl.b-f  nt  my  father,  whose  Iww,  I  pri'suine,  told  lier 

'  «    '  .1  ::entleinan  ;  for  she  spoke  to  him  immcdjiitely.  as 

ii  iL.  unlu-d  lu  please,  and  seated  us  in  fauteuila  nuor 

~  rfire. 
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"  I  then  had  a  good  view  of  her  faee  and  figure :  skft 
looked   like  the   full-lengtb  [tieture  ot  my  great-gres^ 
grandmother  EtlgcworHi  j-ou  may  have  seeu  in  the  K^nAfl 
ver;  thill  and  mclaDcholy,  but  her  fam  nut  w  haudao^^l 
as  my  gntat-graudmother's ;  dai'k  eyes,  liiiig  boIIuw  i-lw^^H 
compressed  thin  lips,  two  or  three  black  ringlets  on  a  bi^i~ 
forehead',  a  cap  that  Mrs.  Suier  might  wear,  —  alliOgelLer 
an  a{)iwaran(%  ot  fallen  fortunes,  worn-oiit  hcaUh,  and 
excessive    but  guarded  irrituhility.      To  me    there    was 
nothing  of  tUut  enguging,  ca[)tivating  manner  whi(.-li  i  liod 
tfeen  tuaglit  to  exjiect  by  many,  even  of  her  eni^mica; 
she  seemed  to  me  to  be  altve  only  to  literary  quarrels  and 
Jealousies ;  tlie  muscles  of  her  faco  as  slie  spoko.  or  aa 
my  father  spoke  to  her,  quickly  oud  too  easily  expressed 
hatred  and  anger  whenever  any  not  of  her  own  parly  « 
mcntiouetl. 

"  She  is  DOW  yonr  dfvot4  adiamemetit.  WTien  I  fl 
tioned  with  some  enthusiasm  the  good  Abl>^  Morellet,  r 
has  written  so  courageously  in  favor  of  the  French  exilod 
nobility  and  their  children,  she  nuawertil  in  a  sbaqi  vuico, 
'Oni.  c'est  un  homme  de  beauoonp  d'e.8prit,  A  ee  ita'oa 
dlt,  i.  ce  qui  je  nrois  m&me,  mais  U  faut  vous  apprendn 
qu'il  n'est  pas  des  iiotrei,' 

''My  father  spoke  of  Pamela,*  Lady  Edwanl  Fitzgar* 
aid,  oud  explained  how  he  hod  defended  her  in  Uie  Iridi 
House  of  Commons.  Instead  of  being  touoheil  or  pIcaMd. 
her  mind  iustaotly  diverged  into  an  elaborate  and  artifi- 
cial exculpation  of  Lady  Edward  and  herself ;  proving,  or 
attempting  to  prove,  that  she  never  knew  any  of  her  hns- 
baud's  plans,  that  she  utterly  disapproved  of  them,  at 
least  of  all  she  Hiis|)eeted  of  Diem.  This  defence  wot 
quite  lost  u|K>u  us,  who  never  thought  of  attacking ;  but 
Hme.  (le  Genlis  seems  to  have  been  au  much  naed  tu  bt 
'  Her  daughter. 


Inufl 
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EvtaHcc'l  that  sliir  htu  iloft-tic<«  nml  R[io1ogipa,  rcntly  pre- 

1  fMrrd,  »iittr<l  b)  »ll  |ic>s«il>le  occasions. 

'•  JSbf  spokv  of  Mine,  lie  Stael'^  '  DHpliini?  *  with  de- 
U'stntioa.  of  kDOtber  now  »n<I  fashioiinbk  novel  '  Amelie ' 
wiUi  al'horrcncCi  and  kissed  niy  fmehcail  Iwice  because  I 
Itkd   ooi  read  it,  '  Vous  auave  cmglaiseB  vous  ctes  luo- 

"Wlwiv  was  iime.  de  Gpnlis's  seosc  of  delieapy,  wlien 
At  tA-ntinl  nnd  {inblialted  '  Le&  Cbovaliere  da  (Mgnv '  'i 
Fwfiro  mv.  my  dear  aunt  Mnry,  you  )>egged  me  ti}  ave 
ba  mtti  farontlilo  eyes  ;  nail  I  weut  to  see  lier  ntwr  see- 
fcf  litf  ■  UiKiitrp  df  Siilency '  willi  tbc  mo»t  favoratilB 
ditpoaitkiu.  bui  1  cotild  not  like  ber :  tbem  was  Homethiug 
of  Bali^iity  in  her  vounteouDce  and  convcrsatiou  that 
RpiM  Jdvo,  ami  of  hypocrisy,  nhich  anuiljilated  esl^^ni ; 
A  bwn  Utnr  to  liniu  1  snw,  or  thouglit  I  auw,  tbrough 
ftlhtglodiuuf  tier  ix>iintrniitic«,  a  glnun  of  cocini'try. 

"But  my  father  judges  mueb  more  fsivorably  of  her 

I  1  do :  oho  ovidently  took  pauis  to  please  him ;  nad 

W  ujs  Ik  irt  sure  she  Is  a  pcrsoD  over  whose  ntind  be 

It  great  a^eentJeucyi'  I  Ue  thinks  her  a  woiiian  of 

ik-nl  (icwsitiiie.  tinhridliHl  imagiiialicm,  uud  ill-IeiiijHTed, 

R  Bot  nifllt'Tuk'Dt,  —  one  who  bos  lieen  bd  toni  to  pieces 

ow  tUHM  upon  lipr  enemies,  and  longa  to  tt-nr  in 

r  UiRi.     lie   &aya  she   bus   oertninly  great   powers  of 

I0lu||;,  Ibnu^b  I  ueither  saw  nor  felt  tliein.     But  you 

.  door  ttuul.  t^at  1  am  not  f.inious  for  jud^nng  sanely 

n  fimtmil:  and  1  might  bi'  prejudtivd 

ei|  by  Miut>.  de  Geulis  assuring  me  that  she  had 

r  nad  any  thing  of  mine  except  '  Belimla,'  bad  heard 

'  IVartieal  Kduciitioii,'  had  heard  it  uiuoli  praisud,  but 

I  t^Ui  obanvialon  ot  Mr.  Etlfffworlb'a  nbows  (jtiiln  clflBrl^  Ibe 
n  ol  tka  man.    Hr  cvldeatly  toored  this  tai-t  in  lavor 
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bad  never  seeu  it.  She  has  jnst  pnblished  an  additio 
volume  of  her  ■  Petits  Romans,'  in  whieh  tbere  arc  i 
b(*Hutifu1  atoriee  :  but  you  must  not  expect  anotlier  '  HUc. 
de  Clermont ; '  one  such  story  in  an  ago  ia  as  mucll  aa  tre 
^an  reasonably  expect. 

-"  1  tiod  almost  forgotten  to  tell  yoii  tliat  the  little  girl 
who  showed  us  in  ia  a  girt  whom  she  is  educating,  '  EUe 
■m'appvUe  mawMxm.inHis  elle  n' est  pas  majille.'  'nK'tnan- 
ner  in  which  tliia  little  girl  spoke  to  Mme.  de  Geiilis.  and 
looked  at  her,  appeared  more  in  her  favor  than  any  thing 
eke.  She  certainly  spoke  to  her  with  freedom  and  toadr 
ne»s,  and  without  any  affectation.  I  went  to  look  st 
what  the  child  was  writing  :  she  was  translating  Darwin'a 
'  Znouomia.'  I  read  some  of  her  translation  :  it  was  ex* 
cclleut.     She  was,  1  think  she  said,  ten  years  old. 

'■  It  is  certain  that  Mme.  de  Genlis  made  iJie  pmmit 
Duke  of  Orleans  such  an  excellent  mathematician,  that 
when  he  was,  during  his  emigration,  in  distress  for  brvad, 
he  taught  mathematics  as  a  professor  in  one  of  the  Ger- 
man universities.  If  we  could  see  or  converse  with  one 
of  her  pupils,  and  hear  what  they  think  of  her,  we  should 
be  able  to  form  a  better  Judgment  of  her  than  from  all 
that  her  books  and  enemies  say  for  or  against  her.  I  say 
her  bouka,  not  her  friends,  and  enemies ;  for  I  fear  she  hu 
DO  friends  to  plead  for  her,  except  her  books.  I  never 
met  with  one  of  any  party  who  was  her  friend.  Thia 
stnkes  me  with  real  melancholy,  to  see  a  woman  of  tiie 
Urst  talruts  in  Kurope,  who  has  li\'ed  and  ahone  in  Um 
gay  courts  of  the  gayest  nation  in  the  world,  now  desciled 
and  forlorn,  living  in  wretched  lodgings,  with  some  of  the 
pictiues  and  finery,  the  wreck  of  her  fortunes,  Ix-fore  ti« 
eyes,  without  society,  witliout  a  single  friend,  admired  — 
duspised :  she  lives  literally  in  spite,  not  in  |l||^l 
cruelty  in  drawing  a  profligate  character  of  the  <|II^^H 
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r  tile  PX(*ctition,  in  the  '  Chevaliers  du  C'igne ; '  her 
Jttog  her  pupils  at  the  Iwgiiiiimg  of  the  llevulutiou  -to 
rulatioiiary  duba ;  her  oouuection  with  ilic  latt?  Diibe  of 
Orleoiu.  luul  lier  by^iocrisy  about  it ;  her  iiisislhig  upon 
tiK^U)!;  goveni«8S  tii  his  cliildren,  wheu  the  duchess  dtA 
ant  wM\  it ;  anil  its  Itcing  supiwsed  that  it  was  she  whb 
ia»tignt^l  Uic  duke  in  all  his  horrilile  conduct ;  and,  more 
than  all  the  n.'st,  li«r  otrn  attacks  and  apologies, — have 
htuught  htr  into  all  this  isolated  statu  of  rcprohation." 


The  extremely  tinpleaHant  adventure  of  Mr.  Edge- 
wnrtli  Willi  the  secret  police  of  Paris,  his  arrest,  and 
WiBJitnvnt  from  Paris  for  forty-eiglit  hours,  were  not 
daly  forgiill«ii  hy  him.  The  spring  vras  advaiiciti^, 
tim  Kwicty  was  delightful,  and  his  French  friends 
bt^gnl  him  t(i  make  a  longer  stay  with  them.  Be- 
forr  the  disagreeable  affair  of  the  arrest,  he  had  been 
i*  Ireaty  fur  a  house  formerly  belonging  to  Ganit,  in 
viiat  was  then  u  must  cliamiing  part  of  Paris,  near 
tlte  Jarjin*  du  Luxfmboury :  he  hud  resolved  to  send 
for  th'!  children  he  left  in  Ireland,  and  live  in  Paris 
for  iwii  years,  partly  for  the  social  and  literary 
sdvantagi's,  and  also  for  the  excellent  facilities  of 
iji>iruilion  from  mast<Ts  for  his  children.  He  was, 
t.iwt-v.'r.  fortonatc  in  his  decision  to  leave  France, 
lii*  arrest  shook  his  coii6dence  in  the  apparent 
:  lie  had  the  foresight  and  caution  to  return  to 
■gland  in  time  to  prevent  being  a  dUtenu,  as  many 
were.  His  eldest  sou  LovoU  had  the  mts- 
e  lo  be  arrested,  and  he  spent  eleven  years  of 
sle  in  France :  six  years  of  that  time  were  passed 
^Vflrduu.     At  the  first  nmiors  of  war,  Mr.  Edgo- 
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wortli  wi'Ote  to  warn  his  son  of  the  impending  ( 
ger,  but  this  letter  was  never  received. 

Their  good  friend  M.  Le  Breton,  one  of  ' 
officers  of  the  Mint  at  the  time,  of  whom  Mas 
always  spoke  with  affectionate  remembrance, 
the  person  who  warned  Mr.  Edgeworth  that  war 
Rpproacliiug.  In  u  call  he  made  at  their  lodgi 
he  ogi-eod  with  Uira,  that,  if  the  intentions  of  Bni 
parte  were  liostile  to  England,  he  would  that  i 
on  meeting  thorn  at  a  fnend's  mh-n^  give  him  d 
iuformatdon  hy  suddenly  putting  on  hit;  hat. 
visited  their  friend,  met  I-e  Breton,  who  suddenly 
clap^ied  his  liat  on  his  head  in  an  absent-mi ndud 
maimer,  and  Mr.  Edgeworth  profited  by  the  hint. 
Tbey  left  Paris  as  quickly  as  they  oould  arrange 
after  this.  Le  Breton  had  agreed,  that,  if  any  thing 
happened  to  change  the  determi  nation,  Bonaparte 
bad  expressed  for  war,  he  would  write  a  letter,  aad 
conclude  it  witli  the  following  words:  "  J/c*  ^yra- 
mages  d  la  citarmante  Mile.  Charlotte^"  If  the  hope  of 
peace  was  not  to  be  realized,  and  their  return  frooa 
London  would  be  prevented,  he  was  to  omit  tbt 
woixl  "  charmantt."  He  ended  the  letter,  which  fiwr 
Wfcty  hful  not  the  slightest  allusion  to  politios  or 
affairs  of  importance,  with  "jlf^a  homviaffe»  d  Mile. 
ChiTlotte ; "  and  they  left  Loudon  for  Edinburgh 
without  delay. 

Maria  writes,  — 


"  On  our  return  to  England,  we  heard  such  ao  i 
of  thB  iWlining  health  of  my  brother  lleury,  who  w» 
then  at  Edialmri^h.  as  ilet«rujine<l  my  father  to  go  !ninM>di- 
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•ly  to  KM  him,  nod  to  bring  him  bomc  mith  as  to  tbe 
ttkv  climate  of  Ireland. 

'*  Wo  treat  to  Scotland  in  the  spring  of  180.1,  fotmd 
mrj's  ticiiltb  and  spirits  better  than  we  had  espeolt'd." 

The  Etlgewortha  arrived  in  Edinburgh  on  March 
,  anil  passed  Eieveral  delightful  weeks  there.  On 
;ir  way  from  London,  they  staid  at  York  a  day, 
risit  the  minster.  Having  receiveil  from  Lindley 
Inmy  some  new  books  through  Mr.  Juhnson,  the 
ikjseiler.  they  went  to  see  him.  Maria  writos,  — 
•  We  were  tol<l  Ihnt  he  lived  about  a  mile  from  York, 
1  in  Uif  evening  we  drove  to  see  him.  A  very  ne.it- 
dnj;  honsc, — door  opened  by  a  pretty  Quaker  maid- 
ruit.  shown  into  s  weU-furniabed  parlor,  cheerful 
fcc  every  thing  bespeaking  comfort  and  happiness.  On 
bKfa,  nt  die  farther  end  of  the  room,  was  aeiiled,  quite 
Iprtght.  a  Quaker-looking  man  in  a  pole-brown  cout, 
Im  never  ntleinptwl  to  rise  from  his  sent  to  recvive 
I.  Imt  held  out  his  hand,  and  with  a  placid,  benevolent 
tlit,  laid,  '  You  arc  most  welcome.  I  am  heartily  glad 
I  Me  you.  It  is  my  misfortune  that  I  caonot  rise 
SB  my  seat ;  but  I  must  be  as  I  am,  as  I  have  been 
Me  dgbteea  years.'  He  had  lost  the  use  of  one  arm 
idiide.  and  cannot  walk.  —  not  paralytic,  but  from  the 
iMta  of  a  fever.  Such  mild,  eheerful  rt-'si^uation,  such 
aeralencc  of  manner  and  countenance,  I  never  saw  in 
J  bomon  being.  Ue  writes  solely  with  the  idea  of 
fag  f[oo(l  to  his  fel low-creatures.  '  He  wants  nothing  in 
if  life'  be  snys.  ■  neither  fortune  or  fame ; '  and  he 
UM  to  forgt^t  Ihat  he  wants  health.  He  says,  *  1  have 
ntiuy  blraoiugs ! '  His  wife,  who  seemed  to  love  and  ad- 
n  •  my  liusband '  as  the  first  ami  1>est  of  human  beings, 
m  HB  exoeUenl  tea  and  abuudauoe  of  good  eake." 
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They  readied  Edinburgh  without  any  rctnarkftb] 
adveutui-es ;  and  Maria,  in  continuing  lier  uamitiT) 
Bays, — : 

"To  Mrs.  Dijgalil  Stewart 's  maternsil  care,  ami  ' 
Mrs.  Alison's,  we  owe  it,  that  Henry  got  tlirough  I 
severe  seasons  in  Scotland,  and  that  a  few  years  longur  S 
his  life  were  preserved.  "  _ 

"We  ei>ent  some  weeks  with  him,  and  among  lib 
friends  at  R<ltulmrgli,  in  delightful  society.  The  ev<-tiing 
parties  at  Lothian  House  appean'd  to  us  (ihi'n  fresh  from 
Paris)  the  luoat  happy  mixture  of  men  of  letters,  of  i 
of  science,  and  of  people  of  the  world,  tliat  we  had  i 
aecn. 

.  .  .     "Imagine  the  pleasnre  he  fett  at  being  Intv 
dueed  to  Uiem  by  his  son,  and  in  bearing  Gregory',  Alia 
Playfair.  Dugalil  Stewart,  speak  of  IJenry  as  if  hi;  nctui 
belongei)  to  themselves,  and  with  the  most  afTectJoi 
regard. 

"  From  the  time  he  came  to  Edinburgh  to  the  hour  h 
left  it,'  Henry  was  received  at  Lothian  Ifouse.  where  Mr.^ 
and  Mrs.  D.  Stewart  then  resided,  aa  if  he  had  bwa  one 
of  their  own  family." 

A  sltetch  of  tlie  society  at  Edinburgh,  at  this  d&ie, 
would  present  a  really  rennirkable  conihiuattuo  of 
scientific,  literary,  and  cultivated  people.  *•  Plata 
'  living  and  high  thinking"  were  the  order  of  the  day 
in  tlie  beautiful  old  city  of  Edinbiirgli.  Tiie  names 
of  Dr.  Gregory,  Rev.  Mr.  Alison,  and  the  inlelligeDt 
professors  of  the  university,  among  whom  may  bs 
especially  named  Professors  Stewart  and  Playfair, 
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assured    Mrs.  Barbauld  that  this  translation 
gave  him  inspiration,  —  made  him  a  poet.     It  ' 
not  till  1805,  that  "  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstr 
appeared. 

Among  the  northern  lights  above  the  horizon,  t' 
names  of  the  distinguished  men  already  mentioned 
shone  with  brilliantly.  Fair  and  clever  women  added 
their  charms  to  the  social  atmosphere.  Lord  Coc^.^ 
burn  says  of  the  society  of  Edinburgh,— 

"  It  WHS  not  that  of  a  provincial  town,  and  cannot  ^ 
Jurli^ed  of  by  any  such  standard.  It  was  metropolita 
Trade  or  manufactures  have,  fortunately,  ncvt-r  i: 
thia  city  for  their  own.  The  closing  of  the  Contin 
seut  mitny  excellent  English  families  and  youths  to  us  t 
education  and  for  pleasure.  The  war  brighteui, 
uniforms  and  strange,  sad  shows. 

"Over  all  this,  there  was  diffused  the  influence  of  ■ 
greater  number  of  pt^rsons  atttiched  to  lilcrature  and  sci- 
ence— some  as  their  calling,  and  some  for  pleasure  — 
than  could  be  found,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  In 
any  other  city  in  the  empire." 

The  Edgeworths  felt  very  deeply  the  kindness  of 
the  Stewarts  and  Alisons  to  Henry.  They  formed 
friendships  at  this  time  with  the  Stewarts.  Alisons, 
Playfairs,  Gregorj-a,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Hamilton, 
■which  were  life-long.  Maria  delighted  in  the  society 
of  these  cultivated  and  friendly  people.  There  were 
many  others,  whose  names  cannot  be  mentioned, 
who  vied  with  each  other  in  courtesy  and  friendly 
attentions  to  the  Edgeworths. 

Mr.  Stewart,  duiing  a  considerable  part  of  hifl 
career  as  professor  in  tlie  University  of  Edinburgh, 
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rMeiYe*!  into  his  house  young  men  of  rank  and  for- 
tune, whom  the  fltat«  of  Continental  affairs  prevented 
ftom  simiying  abroad.  They  were  drawn  to  the 
□uivi^nuly  by  the  reputation  it  had  acquired  as  a 
philosophical  and  scientific  school.  Many  of  these 
f  Dong  men  were  destined  by  their  rank  and  talents 
to  widely  spread  the  influence  of  Dugald  Stewart. 
Among  the  numerous  inmates  of  Mr.  Stewart's  house 
Kt  various  times  may  be  named  Lord  Aucram  (after- 
winU  Mnrquis  of  Lothian),  Basil,  Lord  Daer,  Lord 
Poweracoart.  Lord  Ashburton,  Lord  Brook  (Earl 
of  Warwick),  Mr.  Ward  (afterwards  Lord  Ward 
■nd  Dudley),  Viscuunt  Palmerslon,  and  Lord  Tem- 
ple hia  brother.  Among  the  students,  the  name  of 
Lord  l^iisdowne,  the  friend  of  Miss  Edgewortb, 
Mines  to  the  memory.  Lord  Webb  Seymour,  Sir 
Tli»tna»  Dyke  Ackland,  and  Sir  Robert  IngliH  may 
be  mciitiooed.  Sir  James  Mackintosh  said  truly  of 
DugaUl  StewaK's  lectures,  that  the  peculiar  glory 
of  hid  eloquence  rested  in  its  having  "  breathed  the 
forf  yf  virtue  into  whole  (feneration*  of  pitptU." 

The  tluuiicter  and  philosophical  reputation  of  Pro- 
fessor Stewart  rendered  his  house  the  resort  of  the 
beet  society  of  the  city. 

"  He  exercised  «  remarkable  ascendency  over  minds  of 
(Ik  llDer  kind,  but  especially  cultivated  men  in  the  higher 
Unde*  of  soctt-'ty ;  of  polished  and  courteous,  but  per- 
fvrtJy  unobtnuiive  uannera,  in  au  eminent  sense  the  gea- 
tlrmtui  aoA  tlie  sehulur.  —  Lis  higher  and  less  obvious 
■xMuiiifrliHiiineuUj  ol>taiueil  a  ready  recognition  in  circles 
wIkiv.  witliout  oilvi'iitilious  aid.  his  iuflitenoe  would  have 
tmm  grvutly  Ivsa  powerful.      Mrs.  Sttwart,  moreover,  by 
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hpr  accomplishments,  and  a  wonderful  (lower  of  attaching 
friends,  was  fitted  to  become  the  centre  of  a  brilliant 
circle.  Their  weekly  re-uuions,  which  happily  bleuiivd 
the  ariatocracies  of  rank  and  letl#ra,  bringing  together  the 
peer  and  the  unfriended  seholur,  were  for  many  years 
tlie  Bource  of  an  influence  that  inoBt  beneficially  alTiftrtt 
the  society  of  the  capital.  These  meetings,  moreover, 
embraced,  even  when  political  zeal  waa  at  its  highest, 
men  of  varied  shades  of  opinion;  and  thua  contributed 
not  a  little  to  soothe  the  bitterness  of  party  feeling  in 
EdinburgU," 

Col.  Stewart,  in  referring  to  this  period,  speaks 
ia  liis  memoir  of  his  father's  house,  "  as  the  resort  of 
all  who  were  most  distinguished  for  genius,  acquire 
ments,  or  eleganee  in  Edinburgh,  and  of  all  foreign- 
ers who  were  led  to  visit  the  capital  of  Scotland." 
"  So  happily,"  he  adds,  "  did  he  succee*!  in  assorting 
liis  guests,  that  hia  evening  parties  possessed  a  chiu-m 
which  many  who  frequented  them  have  since  con- 
fessed they  sought  iu  vain  in  more  splendid  anil 
insipid  entertainments." 

Maria  was  charmed  with  Dugald  Stewart,  and 
■wrote,  — 

"  Mr.  Stewart  is  said  to  be  naturally  or  habitually  grave 
and  reserved,  but  towards  us  he  has  broken  through  bb 
habits  or  bis  nature ;  aud  1  never  conversed  with  any  one 
with  whom  I  was  more  at  ease.  Ue  has  a  grave,  aenaible 
face,  moru  like  the  head  of  Shaksixyire  Ui-au  any  otlier 
head  or  print  that  I  can  remember.  I  have  not  henrd  him 
lecture  :  no  woman  can  go  to  tlie  public  lectures  hero  ;  lUld 
I  don't  choo§e  to  go  in  men's  or  lioys'  clothes,  or  in  the 
pocket  of  the  Irish  giant,  though  ho  is  here,  and  well  ablo 
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my  me.     Ure-  Stewart  has  been  for  years  wishiiig  in 
fiir  tlie  iileosure  of  bcnriug  ooe  of  her  buabaiid's 


Mrs.  Diignld  Stowurt,  says  one  ^ho  knew  her 
rell,  '*wBa  a  lady  uf  liigli  accomplislimeiita  and  fai^ 
tnnting  munnciii,  —  uniting  bo  vivacity  and  humor, 
leptli  mid  tcndernvss  of  feeling.  She  sympathized 
nmly  with  the  tastes  and  pursuits  of  her  liusbaod ; 
lad  so  great  wns  the  regard  of  the  latter  for  her 
iDtit,  that  he  n-as  in  the  habit  of  submitling  to 
h*  friliciBin  whatever  he  wrote." 

For  iiuitiy  years  the  Stewarts  lived  at  Stewartfield 
Bdtur,  ill  (he  neighborhood  of  Edinburgh ;  and  after- 
vmU  they  oeciipicd  Lothiau  House  and  Callendar 
HtiiiDc.  Both  these  houses  were  situated  in  the 
4u«u'  part  of  the  Canongate. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Gregorj-,  the  kindly  professional 
<il\iacr  and  friend  of  Henry  Edgeworth,  recalls  a 
bmily  rinntiiis  in  the  annals  of  science  in  Scotland. 
it »  tftattnl  in  Chalmers's  "  Biographical  Dictionary," 
that  110  le«a  than  sixteen  of  this  family  have  held 
Biitiah  iirofpsaorships.  The  name  of  Gregory  baa 
M«n  diittinguished  in  scientific  research  since  the 
nidillc  of  the  aeventeeutli  century.  The  Dr.  Greg- 
'  who  was  professor  at  Edinburgh  at  this  time 
*u  Janieali.  Gregory  (the  thlid).  He  was  an  able 
^nctising  phy.'>ician,  lecturer,  and  the  author  of 
*PhiIo»nplueal  and  Literary  Essays." 

Professor  John  Plnyfair,  who  licld  the  joint  profess- 

iJiip  of  Diathetnatics  with  Adam  Fcrgus»ui  fi-ora 
1785,  lUid  rccuivoJ  the  position  of  professor  of  nstu- 
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ral  philosopliy  in  1805,  was  a  mail  of  great  abUi 
Socially,  also,  he  was  agreeable.  Lockhart,  it 
ter'a  Letters  to  his  luiisfolk,"  describea  "  this  li 
Archimedes  with  liis  reposed  demeanor,"  aiid  i 
how  genially  the  great  mathematicittii  played  j 
and  jumped  at  Craig  Crook  with  Jeffrey,  Leslie,  i 
others.  The  little  owner,  Jeffrey  liiinsclf,  was  '■ 
miraculous,  considering  his  brevity  of  stride."  W] 
Mr,  Lockhart  compared  Professor  Playfair  to 
peripatetic  philosopher,  he  writes, — 

"  He  took  what  I  said  with  great  soavity ;  and.  inde« 
I  have  never  aocu  a  Iwtter  si>efimen  of  Ihut  easy  hiliu 
and  good-liuiuor,  wliich  sila  with  so  mutrh  graccfu 
an  honored  old  nge." 

Jeffrey  said  of  Playfair,  tliat  he  "  possessed  in  1 
highest  degree  all  the  characteristies,  both  of  a  i 
and  a  powerful  understanding;  at  once  peneti 
ing  and  vigilant,  but  more  distiugnished  by  the  i 
tioQ  and  success  of  its  march,  than  by  the  brilliaaa 
or  rapidity  of  its  movements." 

In  naming  the  friends  made  at  this  time,  that  i 
Dr.  Alison,  the  brilliant  preacher  and  amiable  di 
must  not  be  forgotten.  He  was  a  native  of  1 
hiirgh ;  and  after  a  long  residence  In  England,  v 
he  held  several  church  preferments,  —  among  othM 
a  prebendal  stall  at  Salisbury,  and  the  perpetual  < 
racy  of  Kenley  in  Shropshire,  —  he  returned  to  1 
native  city,  where  he  ofBciated  to  the  great  t 
ment  and  benefit  of  his  hearers,  in  a  chapel,  for  mai 
years.     He  is  now  principally  known  by  the  momal 
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his  eloquence  as  an  orator,  and  his  "Essays  on 
NatoreH  and  Principles  of  Taste." 
Maria  met  in  Edinburgh  a  very  agreeable  literary 
woman,  —  Miss  Elizabeth  Hamilton.     This  !ady  was 
Irish  hy  hirth,  but  a  resident  of  the  siater  kiiigcloni, 
with  the  exception  of  visits  to  Ireland.     Mm  Ben- 
prr,   hvT   biographer,   says    of   her   friendship   with 
Miirin,  it  was  "  during  this  season  (1803)  Miss  Ham- 
ilWin  liecame  acquainted  with  Miss  Edgeworth,  who 
•mt  iiilroiiuced  to  her  at  Edinburgh,  and  with  whom 
utlie  tlnst  inter\new  she  was  pleased,  at  the  second, 
chinaed;  proceeding  in  regular  gradation  through 
the  progressive  sentiments  of  cordiality,  attachment, 
and  iiffcclion."    Miss  Hamilton  made  a  three-months" 
tisil  in  Ireland  in  1813,  and  then   went  to   Edge- 
•orthstown.      Miss   Edgeworth,    on   her   part,   was 
|il«a«cd  with  Miss  Hamilton,  and  "justly  observed 
llat  Kiund  good  sense  which  so  emineutly  cbaract«r- 
iicd  Miss  Hamilton's  writings."     Miss  Hamilton  en- 
joTfd  the   gay   and   cheerful  disposition   of  Maria. 
81ic"lm»  truly  observed,  that  ike  loved  the  young: 
>1k  delighted  to  excite  their  smiles,  and  was  ready 
lo  parliripate  in  their  gayety."     This  was  a  delight- 
ful &ieiidHhip.     Miss  Hamilton  wrote  several  books 
inCtoded   for   the  young,  and   on   the  education  of 
vonth,  besides  "  Letters  of  a  Hindoo  Rajah,"  "Me- 
moJrB  of  Agrippina,"  and  "  Memoirs  of  Modern  Phil- 
wopbiTB."     She  found,  that  to  live  iJi  "cultivated 
ooety,  whilst  it  refines  taste,  inevitably  circum- 
•oibe*  invention." 

AftM   Iravitig   their   hospitable   friends   in   Edio- 
butgh,  ihf  Edgeworths  \Tsited  Glasgow,  on  their  way 


202        A  stud;  of  uabia  xdoeitobth. 

to  Ireland,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  Professor 
Young,  who  then  occupied  the  chair  of  Grecian 
literature  at  that  university.  They  went  to  Ire- 
land by  Port  Patrick,  and  vuited  Collon  and  Mr. 
Beaufort  on  their  way.  They  also  made  a  stay  at 
Mrs.  Ruxton's.  After  they  left  Edinburgh,  Henry 
wrote  Maria  of  the  disappointment  felt  by  Lord 
Bucban,  who  was  ill  in  bed,  and  made  a  great  effort 
to  go  to  a  party  where  Maria  was  expected,  only  to 
miss  her.  She  answered,  on  hearing  it,  that  she 
hoped  "he  would  never  do  so  any  more." 


HOME  AGAIN. 


TalM."— " Emilte  <le  Cou1bii(p^."  —  "Ennui."  —  "Lao- 
nm."  —  "  Griselda."  —  Miuia  vislta  Blsck  l-uatlp. —  Beailing  (or 
hofeaalanal  Edaciuloo."  —  Uoria  hns  n  Savaro  Illness.  —  Reaila 
"TIw  tJi7»l  tbeLast  Minstrel."  — Vlalta  at  Pakenbam  Hall  and 
Cutb  FortHa.  — "Leonora."  — Visits  to  Friends  In  ISOO.  —  Lailr 
Uinjiatt.  —  "  KlUyPskenliain."  — Vi«ilM  from  Frienrta.  — Dealliof 
ChahoU*  EilBeworth.  —  C(H)lnro.  — Library  and  Harden  at  Eilge- 
«arltiiti>wQ.— Dlstnrhaai-es  anion)i  thn  Lower  Classes. —  A  Hat- 
Bil  CuricmUy. —Work  on  "  Proteiwioual  Education."  —  Publl- 
moaiit  this  Book. 

ArrtR  tlieir  return  to  Edgeworthstown,  Maria  im- 
"  iely  occupied  herself  prepariug  for  the  press 
*I*(»puliir  Tales,"  which  were  first  published  in  thia 
She  also  began  "  Emilie  de  Coulanges "  and 
'&ittiii,"  and  wrote  "  Leonora,"  with  the  romantic 
"  of  pleiising  M.  Edelerantz."  Mr.  Francis 
ttnfcrt,  afttTwards  Admiral  Beaufort,  was  at  Edge- 
Rtitiutowii  in  1804;  and  Maria  was  pressed  into  the 
nice,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  of 
Bfjiag  out  tht?  vocabulary  used  by  him  in  his  tele- 
which  he  was  experimenting.  But  she 
d  time  to  write  "  Grinelda;"  on  which  she  amused 
mclf  with  working  in  her  own  room,  without  telling 
iJuBi!  of  her  occupation.  When  she  had  completed 
ithc  sent  it  to  Mr.  Julinsou,  asking  him  to  print  a 
tkipngc  for  a  single  copy,  omitting  her  name,  when 
I  publinbed  the  tidilion  of  the  bouk.     This  ho  did; 
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and  she  bad  the  pleasure  of  mystifying  her  fatlu 
without  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  same  lit; 
joke  whicli  she  played  on  Mrs.  Ruxton,  in  allow 
her  to  read  '*  Belinda "  as  the  work  of  an  iinknoi^ 
author. 

Tlie  following  letter  to  Mrs.  Barbauld  will  i 
the   friendly   relations   which   existed   hetween 
Edgewortha  and  that  talented  woman.     There  i 
qiute  an  interchange  of  letters  between  tliem  afb 
this  time. 

July  22, 1S04..'1 

Mr  DEAR  Madah, — I  will  not  trouble  you  with  i 
commonplaces  about  time  uod  distiinuD  an<l  frit-ndshi 
but  taking  it  for  gruntod  that  you  are  the  same  Kirs 
bauld,  and  that  I  am  tlie  same  Maria  Edguwoi-tli,  who 
made  aequaintanec  with  each  other  in  the  year  1799,  I 
proceed  to  mention  a  scheme  of  my  father's.  He  tl 
tliat  a  periodical  paper,  to  be  writu?n  entirely  by  ladl 
would  succeed  ;  and  we  wish  that  all  the  literary  li 
the  present  day  might  be  invited  to  talic  a  share  in 
papers  to  be  rejected  ;  each  lo  be  signed  by  the  i 
of  the  author's  name ;  each  to  be  iusertctl  in  the  orti 
which  it  is  received. 

If  you  approve,  t£ll  us  what  would  be  the  best  n 
of  proceeding.     Would  a  paper  in  "  The  Itlonthly  Maj 
gine"  put  the  business  in  train?    Why  cannot  you,  i 
Mrs.  Barbauld,  prevail  upon  yourself  to  come  lo  Ire 
or  rather,  why  cannot  me  prevail  upon  yon?    We 
pretend  to  diminish  the  terrors  of  sea-sickness, 
could  hoi>e  to  balance  a  few  hours  of  pnin  by  some 
of  pleasure.     We  are  vain  enough  to  feci  tolerably  c 
titin  that  you  would  be  happy  in  the  midst  of  a  fsB 
uuit^.'d  amongi^t  themselves,  who  have,  from  tht^r  c 
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kood,  heanl  the  nniue  of  Sti-s.  Itnrbiiiild  with  respect; 
who.  lu  thcj  have  grown  op,  havu  leaniwi  better  and 
■r  to  uppre<'mte  Iht  merit, 
Mnt.  Rilgewiirtli  utnl  my  fiiUi^r  join  with  mc  in  every 
kind  wish  for  j'our  honllh  aiid  IiappiDMS,  und  we  liope  yre 
not  loet  our  plnec  in  gootl  Mr-  llnrbauld's  esteem 
■nd  aflcction.     Ucliovt-  mp  to  be,  niy  dear  madam, 
Your  BiDcere];  affocLkOUate, 

Maria  Edge  worth. 

EDOEwnirrnsTowx,  Sept.  Si,  1904. 
Mt  hear   Madam,  —  On   my  return  home  yesterday. 
T  hxl  the  pleasure  of  yonr  letter :  my  father  would  not 
forward  it  to  me.  but  kept  it,  as  he  said,  on  puritoso  to 
brruuc  my  ngRH-ablo  nasociations  with  lioine.     It  was 
liwlc«d  a  great  jtleasurc  to  reeeive  such  a  letl<'r  from  you. 
Tnm  the  flret  moment  that  you  professed  a  regard  for  us, 
liWYercouUl  doubt  of  our  holding  a  place  in  your  esteem, 
•a  Iod;;  as  wc  remained  unchaiiged  ;  1>ut,  notwitlistanding 
lb*  steadlneHS  of  tliia  belief,  it  was  delightful  to  me  to 
melre  a^urauces.  under  your  own  hand  and  seal,  that  I 
to  the  right.     The  freedom  and  nffectii>nnt«  warmth 
MI  IntU-r  were  jieeuliariy  grati-ful  to  me  ;  and  tliough 
tks  pratsc  you  bestow  on  some  of  our  works  may  be  far 
tK^imd  what  yonr  cool  Judgment  would  allow,  yet  I  nm 
ptrfcctly  well  Halinficd  to  find  that  in  our  cause  your  judg- 
nnt  ia  oot  cool.     Is  not  it  said  of  Pascal,  that  lie  wore  a 
of  spikes,  which  he  pressed  into  himself  whenever 
waa  conacious  of  any  emotlona  of  vanity?     How  deep 
y  must  have  I>een  pressed,  if  he  had  been  praised  by 
1.  Bartuiuld !     For  my  part,  I  do  not  pretend  to  any 
etic  bnmillly,  nor  do  I  indict  upon  myself  the  penance 
alMtint>nce    from    Uie   refined   delicacies   of    praise- 
illy  wlurn  llioy  arc  pi-cseuted  by  a  friend. 
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With  reappft  to  "The  Lnrly's  Pupor,"  rnyfaUiM'd 
siwa  me  ti)  U-U  you,  dt-ar  maiiain,  that  it  was  his 
not  mioe.     I  urn  glatl  tliut  your  objections  Imvo  appeal 
to  him  8ati8factot7.    I  agree  with  you  perfectly  iii  tliin 
ing  tliat  to  pi-ovoke  a  war  with  the  other  sex  woiii^l  i 
neitlier   i>olitie    nor  becoming    in   ours.     Our  lit«n>b) 
ehoiild   never   be    plaetKl   in  ooni|wtitioD  witli   ttieirs, 
plague  ttiem  :  it  should  1)e  ftddett  to  the  common  atoclc  q 
amnstiiuent  and  happiness.     To  attempt  to  form  a  oorp 
of  literary  women,  where  all  woulii  wish  to  Iw  i 
excetit  those  l>cst  suited  to  command,  where  there  wot 
be  uu  discipline,  and  where,  as  you  oltservc,  the  individ 
nala  might  not  choose  to  meas  together,  would  bo  ab« 
and  ridiculous. 

As  1  was  not  at  home  when  my  father  answered  3 
letter,  I  ain  perliai>3  n'l>eating  the  very  things  which  I 
has  said :  but  this  you  must  excuse ;  for  we  are  notorioi 
for  espreasiiig  the  same  ideas,  often  in  the  same  woi 
at  different  ends  of  the  same  room. 

To  ouii  tiling  m  your   letU^r.   dear  madam, 
object,  even  if  my  father  has  not  darei)  to  do  su :  I  i 
remonstrate  against  your  l>eing  only  an  oecnsional  con 
spondent.     I  am  not  suiprised  that  you  sliotild  not  like  I 
binil  yourself  to  feed  the  press  with  daily  delicai 
by  proi>cr  economy  and  anangementa  amongst  the  prii 
pal  pun'eyors.  you  would  never  be  exiwsed  to  this  Iremef 
dons  necessity.     I  hope,  therefore,  npon  second  tlmutfi 
which  Dr.  Aikin  will  In  this  ease  allow  to  be  best,  3 
will  consent  to  give  eredit  to  our^nn,  V>y  plueing  ycrt 
name  foremost  as  the  acting  partner.     We  slionld  rejoj 
to  have  the  able  and  elegant  assistance  of   Miss  Aiti 
of  your  brother,  and  of  Jlr.  Rogers,  Jliss  Baillie, 
Mrs,  Opie. 

Do  not  imagine,  dear  Mrs.  Bnrbauld,  when  I  mentl 
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p  Ufe  of  Itlcbanlson.  that  I  am  going  to  attompt  tlint 
lum  of  pulogricira  Willi  which  aiithora  aonietimes  treat 
rii  oUuT.  You  are  quite  nliovo  this  tmlBp  ot  liaya ; 
rf.  I  liopi'.  «j  uin  I.  Tlie  engfr  intt-reat  with  which  I 
nil  thff  life  of  Riflinnlaon,  von  woiilil  havu  thoii^tit  tlie 
ost  iin4<i]ui\'ucnl  ti-stimoiiy  I  wrnlil  give  of  my  liking  it. 
[7  ftffwr.  in  jmt,  anil)  that  I  was  wildly  anxious  to  read 
1  beeailM!  it  was  the  life  of  an  author;  but  I  knew  that 
ly  iotnvat  In  it  aroae  from  its  being  written  by  Mrs. 
liriMiili].  I  tliiuk  I  should  be  able  to  dbtiiigiiish  her 
tjk  from  tltnt  of  iinv  other  fomnle  wnter,  by  the  euaf, 
Iniueticy,  anil  felicity  of  its  classical  allusions,  —  alla- 
ta»  •ulScicntly  intelligible  to  the  unleurucd,  and  which 
iwre as  frpcmnsoH  signs  to  the  leaincd. 

TboQffb  you  have  eucU  an  aversion  to  the  sea,  we  do 
■*yBt  girt  up  till*  bo|M'8  of  having  you  nud  Mr.  Bar- 
tadd  at  F^iliprworthstowii.  We  shall  expect  you  along 
rth  llw  hl<-ssinga  of  |>eatK.  But  when  —  is  1  fear  in 
Swlicwim  of  empi'mrs.  In  the  mean  time,  dear  madam. 
•Wpl  loy  greatful  tlinnks  for  your  kiniluess.  and  heliBi-e 
•StiUi  iiiiRvrc  cslwin  ami  admiration. 

Affctliouately  yours, 

Maui  A  Ew 


iiim  Seward,  in  writing  Iier  friend  Mis;)  Mary 
^WTm,  in  1804,  gives  a  glimpse  of  Maria's  ssL-tters  as 
'HllJDg  on  lier  wlien  she  visited  Bristol.  She  writes 
"Muia"  for  Anns. 

Haria  uitl  Enioieline  of  Edge  worth  atown.  both  settled 

bthkt  city   (Rrintol),  sought  me  with  much  kindoeaa. 

■ficike  with  ajipareut  delight  of  my  attentions  to  them 

bvir  infancy-,  and  of  tlie  hours  they  called  happily 

luy  father's  roof.     They  have  ueai'd  re- 
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cpntly  from  poor  Lovell.  Alas  1  he  is  still  in  the  clnle 
ea  of  the  detestable  tyrant,  BoDapnrte,  aud  complain 
heavily  of  the  unwiioleaoine  climate  of  Verdun,  Mre. 
Beddoes  is  like  h^r  mother  j  but  Duilhcr  she  nor  her 
sister,  Mrs.  King,  has  any  traees  of  tht-ir  father.  I 
thought  them  agreeable,  but  a  few  hours  do  uot  enable  n 
to  know  if  people  Uvlk  from  a  reservoir  or  a  spriiig. 
I  inquired  after  them  on  arriviug  at  Mrs.  Penuingtoa^ 
but  should  not  have  sought  them,  uncertain  of  my  r 
tioQ,  bad  they  uot  sought  me.  The  cwnsciouaueKS  I 
they  pasacd  several  years  under  the  care  of  my  soul's  d 
Houora  gave  me  on  unsuppressive  intfrcst  in  si>eing  i 
in  list4>ning  to  them.  They  drew  back  the  curtainB  of  I 
past.*" 

In  1804  Maria  made  a  visit  in  December  i 
January  to  Black  Caatle-  In  February  she  1 
from  home  that  she  had  been  reading  "  a  power  '( 
good  books,"  and  enumerates  "  Montesquieu  sur  1 
Grandeur  et  Decadence  des  Romains."  In  Dalli 
"  History  of  the  Maroons,"  which  she  was  etu<ly| 
for  "Professional  Education,"  a  work  in  which  | 
was  helping  her  father,  she  found  a  hint  for  the  i 
of  a  comedy,  which  she  proposed  to  prepare  seen 
for  her  father's  birthday. 

Maria  was  always  busy  with  a  little  piece  of  i 
with  which  she   occupied  herself  during   hours  <i 
leisure  from  writing,  or  while  she  listened  to  rew 
aloud.     These  busy  fingers  wrought  many  a  pieca 
embroidery  or  fine  needlework,  while  the  brain  t 
the  web  of  fancies  bright  or  serious ;  many  a  e 
of  lively  dialogue,  clever  character-painting,  or  \ 
thetic  description   passed   into    the   clear  words! 
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it  lator  appeared  on  the  pages  of  tale  or  novel, 
Ue  the  hHnd  va»  rapidly  moving  in  some  womanly 
of  utetUework.    Fau&tos  says,  — 

OhI  *rb»l  is  uiUUect?  —  a  strange,  strange  web; 

Bow  l)ris:ht  Uie  embroidery,  —  but  how  dark  the  yroof  1 " 

Tko  mind  nf  Maria  was  not  of  this  order:  her 
ibnridery  of  fancy  was  as  cheerful  as  her  haudi- 
«k.  In  1805  she  WTote  to  her  brother  Henry, 
was  then  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  sending  eome 
'9  says,  — 


The  iront«d  sleevea  are  for  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  yon 
to  offer  tbem  to  bc-r.  Nobody  can  say  1  do  not  know 
wv  lo  choo«f  tny  atnluissadora  ivl-U!  If  Mrs.  Stewart 
ihl  begin  ti)  say,  it  is  a  pity  Sliss  Edgi-worth  should 
111  Ikt  time  at  encb  work,  pi^nsc  tell  bcr  tiiat  I  like 
It  Tcry  mnch,  and  tiiat  I  liave  only  done  this  at  odd 
»;  after  breakfast,  you  know,  when  my  father  reads 
of  Poiif's  Homer,  or  when  there  arc  long  sittings, 
it  ia  mueh  more  agreeable  to  mote  one's  flngers, 
■a  tu  lave  to  sit  with  hands  croaswl  or  elaspinl.  I  by 
>  aeua  aect^ie  to  th«  doctrine  that  Indies  cannot  at- 
nd  to  any  thing  else  when  tbey  are  worliing :  Ix'suk-s, 
it  omtrary.  is  it  not,  to  all  the  Uieoriea  of  '  i^nomia  '  ? 
Mi  tut  Dr.  Durwin  show  that  eei  tain  habitual  motions 
>n  wktbont  Uilf  miptiug  trains  of  tliought ;  and  do  not 
^■m-aense  and  expcrienee,  whom  I  rcsi>ect  even  aliove 
bbuwin.  show  the  same  thing? " 

tn  the  spring  of  1805  Mana  had  a  severe  ilinesH, 
Dmred  l»y  a  long  and  slow  convalescence.  While 
l«u  recovering  from  this  illness,  she  wits  allowed 
hmr  reading:  and  her  sister  read  to  her  "The 
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Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  then  just  pabliBl' 
Lady  Graiiard  having  kindly  sent  it  to  tier. 
appearance  of  that  poom  wna  an  event  in  Maria's 
life,  and  from  it  dated  her  enthusiastic  admiration 
and  affectionate  regard  for  Sir  Walter  ScotL  At 
one  hound  Suott  found  himself  famous  in  the  lit- 
erary  arena.  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  in  writing  from 
Bombay,  says,  after  a  glowing  expression  of  admi- 
ration,  — 

"On  tlie  wliole,  I  have  read  notliing   but  Cowp« 
third  volume,  and  Miss  Edgeworlb's  'Tales,"  siuee  1  ti 
left  Kuglnud,   which   baa  pleased  me  eo  mucli  ; 
*  Lay,' " 

Mr.  Edgeworth  visited  Lomlon  during  Hie  sprtn 
having  been  summoned  to  give  evidence  as  a  l 
ness  in  the  case  of  hia  friend  Judge  Fox,  befil 
th»  House  of  Lords.  While  he  was  there,  be  % 
Maria  of  his  having  "agshted"  at  a  dejeuner,  giw 
by  the  lady  who  was  known  as  "  Buff  and  Blue  ) 
Mrs.  Crewe."  She  praised  "  To-morrow ; "  and  1 
claimed  in  consideration  thereof  a  song  from  ] 
"  which  is  not  easy  to  obtain,  and  got  it."    . 

During  this  summer  Maria  made  pleasant  j 
after  her  recovery  from  her  illness,  al  I'akcnl 
Hall  and  Castle  Forbes.  After  her  return  . 
Eliwiheth  Pakenham  sent  her  "a  little 
quiet  and  almost  as  small  us  a  dog,  on  which  ] 
Mrit  trut,  trit  trot;'  but  I  liope  it  will  nevfir  I 
into  its  Jieud  to  add  when  we  come  to  the  stiltf.  * 
we  go  over.' " 

In  writing  about  this  time,  Maria  Baj"a  ahe  I 
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wn  very  idle,  "so  idle  that,"  fihe  has  "not  yet  fin- 
*MtDe.  de  Fleury.'  So  Lord  Henry  Petty  is 
tt&ceelltir  of  the  exchequer,  at  tweuty-four,  on  the 
pinnacle  of  glory  ! " 
About  the  time  her  "  Leonora"  was  preparing  for 
ation,  Mr.  Edgeworth  wrot*  to  Maria :  — 


"  Yoor  critic,  partDer,  fatLor,  frii-nd,  tins  finiahc*]  your 

Lnwora.'     He  baa  cut  out  a  few  pages;  one  or  two 

WUOB  are  nearly  uotouehed :  the  real  are  cut,  scrawled, 

■dI  iDt«rliot>il  without  mercy.     I  iiiuku  no  iloubt  of  tJie 

Beu  of  the  tMK>k  aiuougtit  a  certain  daas  of  readers; 

ivniui  it  Iw  rwlucwl  to  ouc  small  volume,  and  provided 

k  Iw  (wliahc^l  (ul  uiiguan,  so  lli.it  ucillier  flaw  nor  scam 

Iw  pci-ceived  by  the  utmost  critieal  acumen.     As  it 

DO  aUtjy  to  interest  tlie  curioKily,  no  comie  to  muke 

muler  laugh,  nor  trugie  to  iiiukv  him  cry,  it  must 

t»d  upon   llie  devclopint'nt  of  sentiment,   the   vcri- 

iUlule  ot  character,  and  the  elcgancv  of  style,  which 

ler  closst-a  of  tlie  literary  world  cxiwct  in  such  a 

and  may  accept  in  lieu   of   fable  and  of 

atfincnt  for  Ihcir  feelmg§.     These  you  well  kuow  how 

PTP,  aud  your  honest  gratitude  towards  a  favuriiig 

^0  wUl  Induce  your  accustomed  industry  to  put  tiie 

^^K■t  Riikh  to  the  work.     For  this  purpose,  I  advise 

yottorevise  it  frefiufnlly,  and  look  uijod  it  aa  a  promis- 

b|  infant  cumoiltted  to  your  care,  wliich  you  are  lionnd 

vj  many  tiot  to  itlucate,  and  bring  out  when  it  is  flt  to  lie 

The  dvsign.  is  worthy  of  that  encouragement 

yoo  hare  always  received :  it  rests  on  nature,  truth. 

morality,  and  religion ;  aud.  If  you  polish  it,  it  will 

|wUe  in  the  regions  of  mornl  fashion.     You  will  lie 

■qwiiMl  to  bear  tliat  I  have  eorrect<sl  moi'C  faulta  of 

9l»  lu  thia  than  in  any  thing  I  have  evi*r  cwrrvcteti  fur 
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yon.  Your  linde  Riixton's  critidams  liave.  exnept  c 
bePD  adopted  lij  me;  ami  I  bo|H(,  wlien  you  \mve  i 
reeled  it  again,  he  will  have  the  gootlness  to  revise  it  j 

second  time."  

Edoeworthstowk,  Fnb.  26, 18D& 

Mv  DEAR  Mrs.  Barbauld,  —  Holcioft  wrote  the  beads 
of  Ilip  clmpt«ra  in  "Popular  Talea:"  lie  was  emijloyed 
by  Jobnsou  to  correct  the  press.  We  were  so  niucU  toan- 
diilised  when  we  saw  them  that  Johnson  offered  to  t 
tieai  the  whole  impression.  My  father  says  I  should  i 
enter  into  long  explanations  about  trilled,  but  I  • 
help  being  auKioue  to  assure  you  that  those  trite,  ' 
Beutences  were  not  written  by  my  father  and  precept 
You  will  wonder  why  1  should  thus  abniplly  a<l<lreas  i 
justification  to  you.  My  dear  madam,  we  have  just  I 
readiug  a  review,  or  rather  an  eulogiinn, 
Tales,"  which,  from  the  cxcellenw.'  of  the  writing  and  1 
geneiOTis  warmth,  we  are  persuaded  eouU  he  written  by  n 
other  but  our  frieuil  Mrs.  BarhauH.  I  never  fell,  and 
my  father  declares  lie  never  felt,  so  much  pleasure  tnym 
»ny  praise:  indeed,  we  never  Iwfore  reoeivod  any  of  | 
high  value,  anil  from  a  judge  whom  we  so  mach  i 
We  would  rather  have  one  grain  of  such  iwaiso  t 
hundred -weight  of  compliment  from  common  critics. 

I  regret  that  I  insertod  in  the  "Modern  Griselda"  the 
offcLsive  line  from  Chaucer.     Let  mc  assure  you   that 
this  little  tale  was  written  in  playfulness,  not  bitten 
of  heart.     My  father  bad  often  declai-ed  that  he  ( 
not  be  ini[>osed  ut)on  by  me,  but  that  he  should  know  a 
writing  without  my  name  to  it.     When  he  v 
a  few  weeks,  and  none  but  the  ladies  ot  ttie   famil]| 
home,  I  wrote   this   story,  sent   it   to  Johnson,   hti4 
printed  with  a   titlcpage  without  my  name,  and  on  1 
father's  return  home  showed  it  to  him.     Not  one  of  ( 
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uIg  comniitbf  who  eut  upon  it  every  day  wbilst  it 
t  writing  ikR'l  reading  evi-r  imagined  tliat  it  would  bo 
oght  II  serere  libel  upoo  tiic  aex :  perhaps  beeanse 
eir  attention  was  Used  ui^on  Mrs.  (jranliy.  who  la  at 
urt  oa  mucti  &  panegyric  as  Mrs.  BoUtigbrokc  bt  a  satire 

00  Ok  sex.     It  ia  curious  tbut  the  Ediuburgik  review* 

1  laogb  at  OH  fur  iulrudiicing  iuto  every  story  some 
■nning  wife,  staler,  mother,  or  daughter,  who  act«  tlic 

put  ill  till!  giKjd  faiiy  of  the  picw'.  "Leonora"  will 
tnillnn  tbirm  in  tbia  opinion,  and  will,  1  hope,  inuko 
k;  peace  with  you. 

Tbere  U  some  probability  that  my  father  and  two  or 
l^nt  of  tltii!  family  may  Im  la  Eugluni)  this  year ;  and 
Vt  look  forwurd  to  ttie  ho|Ha  of  Kcuiiig  you,  my  dear 
a.  M  one  of  the  greatest  pleosiirex  that  n  visit  to 
Iflklon  can  afford-  My  brother  Sncyd.  who  ia  going  to 
t  the  Temple,  will  certainly  accompany  ray  father 
^uglood.  You  may  remember,  if  yon  do  not  alwaya 
faiVrt  your  own  goodness,  that  you  selected  and  read  to 
i,  Mvern)  yetire  ago.  some  lines  "  On  Evening  "  in  "The 

lfc»lhly  Magazine,"  by  C.  S.  E ,  written  when  he 

••ten  jpurs  old.  He  has  not  indulged  ainee  In  writing 
■th  poetry,  ns  be  had  far  other  studies  to  pursne  for 
•fc*  fwllegc  of  Dublin.  On  quitting  that  college,  he 
A  to  leave  some  memorial  Iwhind ;  sod  he  has  }ust 
fciibw]  a  ptKtn  calleil  "The  Trau emigrations  of  Indur," 
"~tb(  plan  taken  from  your  tale  hi  '•  Evenings  at  Home." 
If  Uiia  [HMfo  should  obtain  a  premium  from  llie  cullcKe. 
oD  tbiuk  it  worthy  of  ttiu  honor  of  beiug  pn-rieui>.-<I 
ttjvo.  my  drox  Mrs.  Barlutuld.  .  .  . 

Hirvfi  mc,  dear  Mrs.  Hiirbauld,  1   am,  wilh  sincere 
B  atul  grateful  affection, 

Your  frieud. 

M.*1UA  EoGEvrouTn. 
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Maria,  on  hearing  from  a  friend  in  Lnndon  1 
"  Leonora "  was  not  as  much  liked  as  "  Popu] 
Tales,"  wrot«,  "I  must  try  aud  do  nomething  1 
ter."  Her  failure  may  be  ascribed  to  precisely  t 
faults  her  father  had  pointed  out  to  her.  It  i 
not  calculated  to  please  the  general  public ;  and  1 
book  had  grave  defects  of  plan  and  execution,  thou] 
not  without  many  admirable  ideas  and  many  e 
lent  parages.  When  her  brother  and  sister  i 
reading  "Sir  Charles  Grandison,"  she  said,  in  i 
ing  to  a  friend,  — 

"  I  iilmost  envy  them  the  pleasure  of  reading  Clemen- 
tina's history  for  the  first  time.     It  is  one  of  those  plei 
ores  which  can  never  be  repeated  m  life," 

In  tliis  same  season  of  1806,  she  made  serei 
visits  in  the  spring  to  Sonna,  Pakenham  Hall,  Fa] 
ham,  and  Castle  Forbes.  In  March  she  ^vrote  ] 
Mrs.  Edgewortb  of  a  "  happy  week  "  she  had  at  C 
Ion  with  Mrs.  Beaufort,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Eil^ 
worth  J  and  from  there  she  went  to  Eosstrevor^ 
visit  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Ruxton. 

The  following  pleasant  and  kindly  letter  of  I 
Edgeworth  will  show  how  warmly  Maria  i 
welcomed  a  new-comer  in  the  field  of  Irish  fictii 
which  one  might  fancy  she  considered  her  pec 
province.  She  was  always  ready  to  enjoy  the  I 
of  a  new  writer,  and  she  hailed  with  enthusiasm  I 
appearance  of  each  new  claimant  for  literary  hono^ 
Her  very  cordi.al  words  were  supplemented  by  j 
erous  help,  and  she  gave  valuable  aid  to  stnigglB 
writers  more  than  once. 


LADY   MOKaA_y. 
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Mr.  Chorlcy  pitts  on  record  what  has  often  beeo 
retnarked  of  Lady  Morgan,  —  hei'  ingratitude  and 
self-aBaumptiou.     He  naya-,  — 

I  h*ve  often  beard  her  declare  in  one  breath  tliat  she 
ted  the  national  triah  novel ;  while  in  anotlt<^r.  with 
•aUUne  Inconaiatency.  she  would  assert  that  Miaa  Edge- 
*ortb  was  a  gi;owu  woman  while  she  was  yet  a  child." 

Miss  Kdgewnrth  was  always  so  interet>ted  in  a 
new  nuv{^  of  any  merit,  that  she  could  not  bear  to 
Bop  to  reason  on  its  improlmhility.  Lady  Morgiin's 
"O'Domiell"  was  being  rea^l  aloud  some  time  aftflr 
ihis,  at  the  scene  of  McRury's  appearance  in  the 
UUitird-room,  when  her  father  said,  "This  is  quite 
ioprobsble."  —  "Nevermind  the  imprtihability :  let 
OS  go  on  with  the  entertainment." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  said  of  "O'Donnell,"  that  "in  it 
ttc  comic  part  is  very  rich  and  striking ;  '*  and  ho 
idds,  he  thinks  "a  want  of  story  always  fatal  to  a 
book  the  first  reading.  The  big  bow-wow  strain  I 
an  do  myself  like  any  now  going ;  but  the  exquisite 
tOQcb,  which  renders  ordinary,  commonplace  things 
iml  clianteler  interesting,  from  the  truth  of  descrip- 
Ikiii,  and  the  sentiment,  is  denied  me."  And  in 
qieakiiig  of  "  <inuil(y,"  a  novel  of  the  day,  he  said, 
"It  IS  too  labored  in  its  descriptions  of  society. 
Tie  women  do  this  better.  Edgeworth,  Ferrier, 
Aosten.  have  all  given  portraits  of  real  eoeiety  for 
nqMitor  to  any  thing  man,  vain  man,  has  produced 
<f  Uie  like  nature." 


A   STUDY  OF   MARIA   EDGEWOBTH, 


(It.  L.  Edgeworlli  to  Syciucy  Oveiison,  aftem&nls  Lady  Dtors 
Edobworth  House,  Dec.  23.  II 

Madau,  —  I  have  jtwt  read  your  "  Wild  Irish  ( 
K  title  which  will  attract  by  its  novelty,  but  which  t 
not  snit  well  the  charming  character  of  Glorvina. 

As  a  sincere  and  warm  friend  to  Ireland,  I  return  3 
my  Ihauka  for  the  jnst  eharauter  wUicb  yon  have  given  1 
tile  lower  Irish,  and  for  the  sound  and  judicious  c 
vatioua  wliicli   you   have  attributed  to  the  priest, 
notii;eB  of  Irish  history  are  ingeuiously  introduced, 
ai-e  related  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce  belief  amoti| 
ioBdels. 

It  is  with  mut'b  solf-coniplaeency  that  I  recollect  t 
meeting,  and  my  having  in  si  few  minutes'  eoni'ersatil 
at  a  literary  dinner  in  l^andon  disi-overed  that  I  1 
talking  lo  a.  young  lady  of  uneommou  genius  anc 

I  believe  that  sonic  of  the  harpers  you  mention  1 
at  the  harpei-s'  prize  ball,  at  Granard.  iiear  this  pl&ee,  I 
17^2   or   1783.     One   female   har|>cr,   of   the    name  i 
Bridget,  obtalued   the   second   prize.     Falluu  carried  f 
the  first.     I  think  I  have  heard  the  doulilc-hcaded  d 
My  daughter  published  an  essay  on  the  subject  of  t 
prize  in  an  obscure  newspaper,  of  wiiich  we  have  no  e 
I  shall  try  at  the  printer's  to  obtain  a  copy,  that  I  I 
pul)liah  it  in  one  of  the  respectable  monthly  magazin 
with  a  view  lo  speak  my  sentimcnta  of  your  work  t 
English. 

I  think  it  is  a  duty,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  a  pleasure,  t< 
tribute,  as  far  as  it  19  in  my  power,  to  the  fame  of  a  wrf 
who  hafl  done  so  much,  and  so  well,  for  her  country. 

Maria,  who  reads  (it  is  said)  as  well  as  she  writes.  I 
entertained  us  with  several  passages  from  "The  ' 
IriaU  Girl,"  which  I  thought  superior  lo  any  parts  of  I 
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tok  irlitcli  I  Imil  reoil.  U[>on  looking  over  her  shoulder, 
tibani  t»lii;  licul  otiiilU;(l  eomi;  su  twill  nous  epitliuls.  I>are 
•W  (inrc  itonr  this  if  you  liiid  lH.t!n  h;?  I  think  she 
*vaUt  linvf  ftaml,  betauae  your  good  tasU'  and  sdunrl 
ttu»  Kouhl  Lave  bwu  insUiilly  hiT  diifeuikia.  1  am, 
■ii-at  BiadaiD, 

Your  obodicDt  st-rvant, 

KiciiAKU  LovELL  Edoewohtb. 


1  In  April.  Maria  meutions  an  exciting  event, — 

(  Migageuieiit,  anil  then  the  inaniago,  of  "Kitty 

ff  Aenhain  "  to  Sir  Arthwr  Wellesley,  hiter  the  Duke  of 

Wellinguiii.     He  had  just  reliiriiecl  from  lus  biiliiiint 

r  in  India,  after  n  stay  there  of  eleven  years, 

Iffiii  he  was  ugiiiii  ordtired  to  join  Lord  Cathcart'a 

ivlitiun    ti>   Hunovcr.      He  was   appointefl    chief 

1^  for  Ireland  in  1807.     They  had  long  been 

D  each  oilier.    Maria  says  of  the  preat  man, 

I  Duke."  utid  liis  appearance  at  this  date: 

piteen  at  Dublin  Castle  nn  his  return  to  Eng- 

r  his  wedding,  handsome,  veiy  brown,  qiiito 

pa  hooked  none."     She  adds,  "  La<ly  Hliza- 

[eutiam  told  UB,  that  when  Lady  Wellesley 

"'llrpsented  to  the  ([iieen,'  her  Majesty  said.  '  I  am 

ppy  to  see  you  at  my  court,  so  bright  an  example 

l»f  nvistaucy.     If  anybody  in  this  world  desi-rves  to 

,  yoa  do.'    Then  her  Majesty  inqiiireil, '  But 

'  really  never  write  one  letter  to  Sir  Arthur 

during  his  long  absence?'  —  'No.  never, 

~*A«d  did  you  never  think  of  him?'  — 

,  wry  often.'    I  am  glad  uonstaiicy  U 

>  CJucvD  CbulotM. 
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approved  nf  at  courts,  and  hope  the  bright  e 
may  be  followed,"  she  adds. 

In  July  they  had  a  visit  from  Humphry  Dary 
and  Mr.  Greeuough,  tvro  pbiloaopbical  travcUeis. 
Maria  thougbt  Davy  woiiderfully  improved  since  she 
met  him  al  Brist-oli  with  aii  amazing  fund  of  knoi 
edge  un  nil  eubjects.  and  a  great  deal  of  j 
Maria  says,  — 

^'My  father's  domeBtic  hagipiness  altout  this  time  1 
severe  ehoeks.  11&  was  doorueil  to  set:  the  fairest  I  ~ 
Boms  of  taU-iit  tilnsUnl  by  diseRse,  aixl  the  must  1 
cultivattt],  and  tliu  most  valuiiljle,  iru'ita  of  educat 
perish,  almost  at  the  moment  whfu  they  attained  to  J 
fectioa  beyoud  liis  fondest  hopes. 

"  Charlotte,  for  whom  he  had  never  had  any  appro 
sions,  and  who   during  our  visit  to  Paria  had    appt 
the  image  of  health,  aud  had  bei-n  describetl  hy  forelgi 
'  as  fresh  aa  a  rose,'  suddenly  faded.     Soon  after  li 
turn  from  the  Continent,  her  health  declined ;  but  i 
did  not  resemble  either  of  her  sistera,  Honora  or 
both,  wlio  dii>d  of  cousumption,  tLia  differt'uce  long  | 
flatlLTing  hopea  of  security, 

"  In  tlie  aiiluiun  of  180G,  however,  symiitoms  of  pid 
nary  eonsumption  appeared.  .Shf  ditil  the  ousutug  g 
(April,  l«"7),  in  her  tweuty-fonrlh  year." 


The  following  anecdote  is  related  of  this  ' 

"ChiU'lutte  was  a  beautiful  girl,  with  luxiirituit  f 
hair.      The  rector  of   the  parish  aud  an  olllcer  < 
British  army  were    dining    at    Edgcworthstown 
After  dinner  thu  ladies  repaired  to  the  library,  aud  | 
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B  Ihc  grotlpmcn  rollowed.     Ah  they  entere<l  tbo  door 

r  Iho  lilirary,  the  ofBcer  osclaimed,  '  How  beautiful ! ' 

FVr.  Edfjeworth  said,  haughtily  and  quickly,  '  Whut  do 

I  ^oa  admire,  sir  ? '     Ue  replied, '  Your  daugliloi-'s  iniigiiill- 

L  h*tr.'     CliaHotlv  wua  aUiiKliiij^  lu  a  tn'ooriiirig  iilLi- 

tiuk:  l«-'for»'  the  liriglit  prate,  wiih  her  arnis  reBtiny  mwn 

Un;  nuuilU-i)K-i.T.     Mr.  Kil^rworth  walked  across  Itie  room 

lo  the  IxKik-shclvue,  upen(>^l  a  drawer,  held  her  head  hack. 

il  rat  (icr  hair  close  to  her  head.    As  the  golden  ringlets 

n  into  Ihf  drawer,  this  extraordinary  father  aaid.  '  Char- 

lo.  what  do  you  say?'     She  ouswered,  'Tliaiik  you, 

Turuing  to  his  guoata,  he  remarked,  '  1  will  uot 

r  a  daughter  of  mlue  to  ha  vain.'  " 

,  The  death  of  Charlotte  Edgeworth  was  a  sad  Llow 
>  Uw  fainUy.  Hepry,  also,  was  a  constant  invalid 
mitde  many  fruitless  journeys  in  search  of 
•lib.  While  Charlotte  continued  to  be  conifDrla- 
Ue.  Sforia  made  a  visit  to  Coolure,  and  passed  u  few 
I  there  with  the  family  of  Admiral  Pakeiiliam. 
>  eho  met  the  future  leader  uf  t)ie  English  at 
r  Orleaus,  Sir  Edwanl  Pakenhani,  who  was  killed 
■  that  engagement  with  the  American  forces. 

"  He  haul  burned  his  instep  by  falling  asleep  before  the 

It  of  which  a  turf  fell  on  hia  foot ;    and  so  he  was, 

AHy  for  n*.  detained  a  few  days  longer.     He  is  very 

lt>,  and  unaffected  and  modest,  after  aU  the  Uattery 

■  nwtvith," 

Mr.  Edgeworth  vnlarged  tbo  library  this  year  by 
breaking  through  tlie  thick  old  nutttide  wall:^  of  the 
)mio«l%  And  leaving  two  squaio  pillars,  beyond  which 
a  bxgo  addition  was  built.     He  also  laid  out  for 
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Aluria  a  gartlen  at  the  west  end  of  the  hoi 
to  a  new  greenhouse,  bunt  to  match  the  ftdditioctl 
the    library,    autl    opening   into    Mrs.    Edgeworl 
dressing-room.     Maria  had  before  this  mado  a.  pre 
garden  of  an  old  unused  quarr)',  but  it  was  at 
u  distance  from  the  house.-  The  planning,  arran 
and  [ilantiiig  tliis  uew  garden,  on  which  she  i 
look  from  her  own  room,  waa  a  great  pleasure  to  li 

Aixxiety  from  the  inaui^eiitB,  who  called  tbi 
selves  "Thrashers,"  was  very  great  at  this  i 
They  wandered  about  the  eoiintry  in  large  bai 
.  attacking  houses  and  seizing  arms.  The  last  wel 
of  Charlotte's  life  were,  ma^e  very  painful  by  1 
distuibanoea  and  distress  thfB  tiecusioued.  One  n 
when  Lord  Longford  and  Mr.  Reiuuu,  the  engineer, 
were  at  the  house,  the  family  were  aroused  by  such 
an  alarm ;  and  for  some  time  after  thin  the  windows 
were  kept  barricaded,  and  a  guard  of  tht;  yeomanry 
corps  stationed  in  the  house.  When  Mr.  Renuie 
.MTfts  called  up  in  the  night,  ho  remarked,  very  natu- 
rally, that  "this  was  a  sti^ange  country,  where  a  man 
could  not  sleep  one  night  in  peace."  The  uinraudets 
did  not  appear,  after  all  the  preparations  for  riefeuce. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  was  so  much  pleased  with 
the  "I'opular  Tales,"  that  he  wrote  George  MuoM 
in  1807,  — 

"1  hope  yon  have  read  Miss  Edgewortb'a  *  PopuUr  i 
Tales,'  and  lUat  yoa  have  directed  several  cojites  of  an 
Irish  translation,  made  iiuder  your  auspices,  to  be  distril^ 
nted  tfl  every  cottager  ou  j-our  estate.  Kxcept  Uie  four 
Gosiwls,  I  thhJc  there  is  no  book  of  popular  mot 
eiiiuU  to  it." 
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pt  seemed  cruel  that  tlie  (lying  girl  conM  not  be 

in  certainties  of  rebellion,  and  that  all 

F  Mai-ia  to  ameliorate,  by  jireeept  and 

iiuilructiuii,  tlie  coaditiou  of  their  tenantry  and  the 

neighboring  cottagers,  had  made  no  greater  irapres- 

Huu.    Tlic  Irish  owed  much  to  the  Edgeworths,  but 

ITTatiliido  Iitts  never  been  a  ctrong  national   charae- 

t«mMit.     Muckintusli,   in   writing   of  the   condition 

"jf  affAirs  there  in   1808.  says,  "Ireland  is,  I   fear, 

dnwlfidly  Frvnehificd^  and  almost  ready  for  general 

iHttinvftion  uu  Iho  appearance  of  Bonaparte's  troops. 

Tlu.*  Abb6  Edgewcirth,  or  *'  Firmont"  as  he  was 

c«il«l  in  France,  was  alwaya  an  object  of  interest 

Ui  hiB  tvLitions;  and  Maria,  in  a  letter  of  ISO",  !<endt) 

■■'  ■'     if  tbw  vpitapb  written  by  Louis  XVIII.  on 

11"?  Edgewortb,"  to  one  of  the  family. 

"  I  !im  sure  the  intention  does  credit  to  his  Mnjeaty'a 
■■t-  wl  tiio  Latin  doea  honor  to  Lis  Majesty's  head." 

'    'iiig  lo  her  brother  Sneyd,  then  in  Londoni 
Maria  tella  him  "of  a  new  wonder,  now 


'litre  bad  the  phyaiognomical  or  character-telling 

lit   you   (leseritNHl   to   Honoi-a.     Capt.    Hercules 

U^'iiliicn  lirou)^liL  ihem  from  Denmark,  where  a  Freoch- 

■  »«9  aellin!^  iliem  very  dicap.     Tlioae  we  saw  were 

n  aD<l  bright  purple.    They  are  very  cuiioua.    JJy 

u  utruek  nitli  tli(.*m  as  much  as,  or  mare  tUaOi 

7  of  tlni  t'liiliUen  ;  for  there  are  some  noaders  nliich 

»  In  proportion  to  the  knowledge  inst^ail  of  tli«  igno- 

t  of  the  beholders.     Is  it  u  leaf?     Is  it  galvanic? 


L  STTTDY  OP  MARIA   EDOEWOETH. 


up  hH 
i  say  ft" 

E<1  tliat 
>  IiiuuIb 
>ut.  ftfla^n 
[  UKn^[fl^H 
tUU  ciotfl 
•r's  nuhir" 


What  18  it?  I  wish  Henry  would  tnlk  to  TJa\'y  about  it. 
The  fish  lay  more  quietly  in  my  father's  hand  tUtiti  rouU 
Jiav-e  been  espccted,  only  purled  up  their  tails  o 
Mary's,  tolerably  quiet  on  my  laolher'a ;  but  they  c 
not  lie  still  one  second  on  William's,  and  went  Dp  1 
sleeve,  which,  I  fun  told,  their  German  intorpintcrs  say  fc" 
t!ie  worst  sign  they  can  give.  My  father  sil^gesled  that 
the  diiftTcnt  degrees  of  dryness  or  moisture  in  the  hiuula 
cause  the  emotions  of  these  sensitive  fish ;  but.  &fl« 
drying  our  best,  no  change  was  iwrceptilile, 
t)ie  pulse  was  the  cause  of  their  [notion ;  but  tliis  ci 
not  hold,  beeanse  my  pulse  is  slow,  and  my  futhi>r's  pulsif  ' 
is  very  quiek.  It  was  ingenious  to  make  them  in  tlie 
ehapc  of  fish,  Ijcniiise  their  motioua  exactly  rcapmldc 
the  breathing  and  panting;  and  lloimdering  and  tail-eurlrng 
of  flsh :  and  1  am  sure  I  have  tired  you  with  Uieni,  and 
you  are  sick  of  these  fish." 

It  was  afterwards  learned  that  these  conjuring  fish 
had  been  brought  from  Japan  by  the  Dutch,  and 
were  made  of  very  thin  horn. 

Maiia  wrote  in  Jan.  23,  1808,— 

■'  Edgewortkbtow] 
"I  ctinnot,  in  conscience,  let  this  frank  go  wlthc 
line  to  you.  I  will  tell  you  how  '  i*rofe9sional  Educi 
goes  ou !  which,  as  it  is  the  object  of  my  ' 
sleeping  tliotiiihts.  I  know,  by  Bvinpathy,  must  hu  1 
esting  to  you.  '  Clergymen '  lias  been  entirely  i 
ten ;  and  I  hope,  as  pupa  and  marama  Ixitb  Uiink  fl 
has  been  improved.  I  have  about  seveuteeo  pages  o 
said  clm|itcr  to  copy. 

"'Country  Gentlemen' — done.      I  think   tolci 
notliiiig  brillianl;  gone  to  Lord  Selkirk,  who  beggcl 
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k  fortnight,  that  h«  mtgiit  Ural  get  a  pnmpblct  of 
t  of  Iiis  lioful,  wliirh,  aa  it  is  ou  tlic  state 
*  «Duntry,  must  t*  pulilislieil  bofore  the  meeting  of 
l^uun^Dt.  Bc«iilc§  lliie  chnpter,  LonI  Selkirk  has  that 
on  ' .StAti»flineu,  Diplouiatista. '  ftc.  TUib,  I  think,  ia  'ce 
fae/iif'/rMf  dt  muiim  ntal.'  aa  Mini-.  il«  Gt-nlls  sni<l. 

"  '  Kduuslion  ut  Prinw-s '  has  heen  with  Mr,  Keir,  and 
ho*  bis  a|iproliaiion  strongly  except  in  oni^  [Kitiit,  which 
*r  sbaD  alter :  it  will  take  me  three  days  to  mnkc.  that 
■IfamttKHi. 

""Lairyers'  —  totally  re-written.  It  has  been  with 
in\^:  Fux.  ami  has  i-eouivefl  his  unqualified  spprohatioD. 
I  «ibh  Rtchuil  eould  read  it  Iwfoi-e  it  goes  to  press ;  and 
tbii  Kiui  one  K'oson  wliy  I  wished  to  go  to  Gayhruok ;  for 
ItwiIiI  ha\-c  taken  it  with  me,  and  would  have  got  him 
lii  »it  lip  half  a  night  to  read  it.  I  know  he  would  do 
ttil,  Mid  more,  for  bis  old  friend  Maria. 

'■■unitary   Education' — correeteil   sinee   its   return 

tm  Mr.  Kfir ;  story  of   '  Capt.  Spike '   taken   out,  in 

wcwwim-iice  of  Mr.  Keir's  objections  to  it  ns  ttx)  unjtcn- 

'VI,  un]  a  tiplt^'r  ston,-,  from  the  '  Life  of  Kertrnnd  du 

(jiwcliii,'  wiiiel]  I  n*ftil  to  yoa  on  the  sofa,  put  in  its  stead. 

'■ '  niynielftn  "  —  still  to  lie  done.     This  is  the  only  one 

**  bavia  to  <io  except  the  preliminary  chapter,  which  U 

1  nuM  or  hi-ti-ro^eiieouB  stiilF.  —  must  be  entirely  new- 

Wm«| ;  will  Iw  at  least  seventy  pages.     I  shall  linve  the 

rtolc  time  the  rest  of  tlie  Iwok  is  printing  to  do  tliia ; 

Wime,  though  the  prflimtnury  diopter  must  come  ftrat, 

itmiy  Ik>  prSoiiil  la«t,  hy  Ui«  coinmou  ingenious  coutriv- 

•B4-  ft  pajling  it  »e])araU-ly  in  Itoman  figures. 

'   ■  :>  vtT  thought  tills  liook  would  come  so  near  to  a 

11.     1  am  well  repaid  for  all  the  labor  thia  copy- 

■■rreeting  has  crwt  me,  by  seeing  tliot  my  father 

-  1 1-  :i-<-l  with  it.  Mid  thinks  it  a  proof  of  afTtetion  aud 
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gratitude.  I  cannot  help,  however,  looking  forwaptl  to 
il8  publientioD  aod  fute  witli  an  nnxiety  nnd  appreliensioil 
I  never  felt  !*fore  ;  for  1  consider  that  my  father' 
is  nt  stake." 


1 


"Professional  Educfttion"  contains  eight chaptcre*' 
namely,  "The  Clioice  of  a  Profession,"  "Clerieal," 
"  Mililnry  and  Naval,"  "Medical,"  "Countjy  Gen- 
tleman," "Law,"  "Statesman,"  "Prince." 
Choice  of  a  Profession  "  is  ver^  useful,  and  coni 
many  good  hints.  All  are  valuable  and  well 
ten.  The  principle  on  which  the  essays  are  foil 
is  quoted  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  chapter 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
chance  more  often  influenced  men  in  the  choice 
calling  than  any  thing  else.  He  expressed 
to  that  effect  in  his  *•  Life  of  Pope,"  saying,- 

"  Those  who  attain  any  excellence  commonly  spend 
life  in  one  pursuit,  for  excellence  is  not  often  obtsuned 
on  easier  terms.  Kut  lo  the  particular  epecifs  of  exod- 
lence,  men  are  directed,  not  by  an  ascendant  planet  or 
predominating  liumor,  but  by  tlie  first  Iwok  which  U»ey 
read,  some  early  ouovcrsatioD  wliicb  tliey  beard,  or  M>na 
accident  wliich  excited  ardor  and  eumlation." 

He  expressed  this  thought  yet  raore  strongly  in 
the  "Life  of  Cowley,"  ending  thus:  "The  true 
genius  is  a  mind  of  large  general  powers,  »cci- 
denlallj'  delerrained  to  some  particular  directiou," 
—  as  Cowley  was  made  a  poet,  he  adds,  liy  reading 
Spenser's  "  Fairy  Queen,"  which  lay  in  his  muth«c'« 
window-scat. 
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Tbix  book  contained  only  tho  name  of  Mr.  Edge- 
pnli  on  iu  litlepage.  Maria  mado  no  secret  of  the 
»i»tancu  of  lier  father,  but  probably  it  was  thought 
Kt  it  would  not  be  considered  iis  valuable  by  the 
ibliu  if  tliu  huiid  of  a  woman  wa»i  detected  in  it« 
mp'*»ition.  Mr.  Edgeworth's  dedication  to  Earl 
is  very  mbnimble  for  its  brevity,  coiiclse- 
M,  and  simplicity. 

Mt  Lord,  —  Th^  good  sense  of  two  centuries  lias  con- 
ned Bacon's  apiaioD  of  iledieatioos,  —  "that  books, 
lA  as  are  ii\>rlhi/  the  namf  of  books,  ought  to  hnre  no 
illrOM  but  Irvth  and  nason."  Your  lordship's  name. 
iKwtnre,  is  pn^fixed  to  these  essays,  not  as  a  propitiating 
to  the  public,  but  us  a  crilmtc  due  to  a  great 
n,  who  is  an  illuslrioiis  osninplt-  of  the  ulfocta 
■rtich  may  be  expected  fitim  goott  education.     Sir  Wil- 

un  Junes,  thirty  years  ago.  prooounced  of   his  pupil : 

This  miui  trill  serve  his  eouDtry." 


bDnoBntsTowH,  May,  1 


R.  L.  E. 


Belli  "Practical"  and  "Professional  Ediication" 
nlirge  macb  on  truth-telling. 

"  Ik^a  Ijy  training  llie  Iwy  [says  "  Professional  Eda- 
Ufao "]  to  tell  the  truth.  Use  every  motive  of  stiame 
ldpr>i>«  to  inspire  hint  with  this  courage.  Teach  him 
>won)  to  tell  a  lie.  Explain  to  him  the  value  of  a 
WBiw:  explain  It  to  him  with  some  solemnity.  Tell 
n  that  a  f^.'ntk-man,  a  man  uf  honor,  never,  for  any 
■Aleration,  hrvaka  hia  w»nl.  Tcneh  him  to  be  fear- 
Uy  (iatiliouD  iif  making  promises,  and  to  Teel  a  holy 
nw  of  tircaking  lliew.     Teach  him  this  by  example^ 
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as  well  aa  by  precept,  or  yonr  words  niKy  plftj  npoo  hto 
ear,  bat  the;  wilt  never  reach  his  heart.  Truth  and  bon- 
es^, then,  are  the  fandunental  parts  of  a  great  character; 
and  these  qaalities  can  be  moat  effectually  taught  In  child- 
hood." 

In  the  education  of  princes,  he  says  princes  an 
OBually  proficient  in  horaemanship;  for  horses  ua not 
flatterers,  and  there  is  no  royal  road  to  learning  to 
manage  horses. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Sit  Waller  St'ott.  — Marin's  Atisltilanpe  of  her  Father 
tawriltng.  — "Ennui."  — Maria  begms  "  Vivian."  — Social  Life, 
—"CtitUgM*  of  UkntHiniie."  — Uarin  mnkea  Vlajis.  — A  Vlalt 
bom  ]*iin»l«  Sluart.  — "TuIm  of  Fiwliion utile  Life."  publlaheit 
In  lim.  —  NntlL-ca  of  this  Book.  —  JUria  rl<"iB  lor  Pattire  Work. 
— Snmwr  Visitors,  — Mr.  Jolinson's  I>nth.  — Mt«.  IncliliaUl,— 
Hn.  Barlwiilir*  Killtion  of  "Brlilsli  Koveliita."  — "  Bolinda" 
Jitna  init— ManawritM  Mr».  luibbaUl.  — Sit  James  Mackln. 
Bah*  Opinion  ol  Hnrla'a  Works.  —  MdiIb'i  CriUcUm  on  Book* 
•film  Diiy.  — Mrs.  Leailbeater.  — Maria  edlta  her  Book.  — IriiJi 
IWtiicala. 

Ik  the  year  1808  Maria  notes  reading  "Corinne" 
"i^LetteiB  from  the  Momituin." 

"Ihftre  read  'Corinne'"  with  my  father,  nnd  I  like  it 
Dttuui  b(^  (lovs.  Id  one  won).  I  am  dazzled  by  Iho 
Mi<s,  provoked  by  the  absurdities,  aod.  in  adniimtioo 
^t  Itu  taste  and  critleal  judgment  of  Italian  literature 
■^jed  ttiToughout  llie  whole  work,  I  almost  broke 
•l  (oollah  heart  over  the  end  of  Uie  third  volume ; 
M  my  father  acknowledged  he  never  read  any  thing 
K  p&tbi'tic.  .  ■  ■  We  have  Just  had  a  charming  letter 
n  lln.  Barbauld,  in  which  she  asks  if  we  havt-  rea<) 


A»  Mr.  Poole'  credits  Sir  Walter  Scott  with  the 
of  "Patronage,"  in  "The  Edinbui-gh  Review" 
1914,  it  will  be  well  to  state,  that  during  the  year 
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1808  Scott  wrote  to  Constable  on  the  ftppearanee 
of  the  twenty-sixth  uumbur  of  "  The  Review,"  with 
the  celebrated  article  of  Brougham,  entitled  "Don 
Cevallos,  on  the  Usurpation  of  Spain,"  "  *  The  Edin 
burgh  Review'  has  become  such  as  to  render  It 
imposiiihle  for  me  to  continue  a  contributor  to  it. — 
now  it  is  siich  as  I  can  no  longer  continue  to  receive 
or  read  it ; "  and  Constable's  list  of  subscribers  ctm- 
taius  Scott's  name  with  an  indignant  dai>b  of  the 
pen,  and  '^Stopt"  against  it.  Lockhart  cannot  say 
whether  it  waa  entirely  political  feeling  which  caused 
this,  but  thinks  he  was  somewhat  swayed  by  the 
review  of  "  Mannion,"  which  Jeffrey  printed  in  April, 
1808.  This  review  was  bitter,  and  unjust  to  the 
noble  poem  of  Scott.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  write 
for  it  after  that  time.  Alliboue  states  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  was  the  author  of  the  article  on  "  P%l 
ronage."  Scott  denied  to  George  Ellis  writing  t 
review  of  Misa  Edgeworth's  Vritings :  — 

"  I  did  no(  review  Miss  Edgeworth,  nor  do  I  thin 
at  all  well  done :  at  least,  it  falls  below  my  opin 
that  lady's  merits." 

There  are  constant  allusions  in  Scott's  life  and 
writings  to  Miss  Edgeworth's  writings.  In  1808,  in 
writing  at  Ashiestel  his  sketch  of  his  own  life,  he 
mentions  the  lord  of  "Castle  Rackrent,"  who  waa 
obliged  to  cut  don-n  a  tree  to  boil  a  tea-kettle,  in 
comparing  this  to  his  own  miscellaneous  but  01- 
assorted  reading.  He  remembered,  also,  an  iuci* 
dent  similar  to  that  in  Miss  Edgeworth's  story  of 
"Frank:"  he  liimself  cut  a  button  from  the  jacket 
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a  boy  who  stood  above  him  in  the  class.  The  boy 
aid  not  recite  without  holding  his  button :  without 

be  was  bo  dUconcerted  he  utterly  failed.  Scott 
tluH  to  liogors  the  poet,  at  Lockhart's  house  in 
iihIuq,  dq  his  melancholy  journey  to  Matea. 
Muia's  devotion  to  her  father  and  hw  interesta 
w  always  paramount.  In  a  letter  describing  her 
eupotiotis  Ht  this  time,  she  twys,  — 

"  The  nKiineQt '  Professianal  Education  '  was  gone,  the 
lamnatlnn  Id  poor  jiapa's  eyes  came  on ;  auil  litsitles 
wUt^  til  tiini,  he  wuiittHl  in  a  gr(>ut  iiiiny  to  writv  an 
SiQtton  to  iin  essay  on  'Wlieel  C'nrringi-s,'  which  he 
fxe  to  Mr.  Grrcnougb ;  the  su>>jt'ct  Ix-iug  Iwfore  ly  com- 
■^Oix  of  thtf  lloiiae  of  Commons,  and  Mr.  Cnmmina  and 
4ll  (he  gn>at  engineers  and  all  tite  great  wagoners  dia- 
{B&Dg  d  I'outntnee  and  A  gorge  deplui/^,  al>oiit  the  oom- 
pBUJire  mrrita  of  cylindrical  and  conical  wticels.  So  my 
bnber,  Wht^  n|)pi.-aleil  to.  was  desirous  to  state  the  inorits 
<f  tht  «ai<]  wbcfla  impartially  :  and  he  dictated  to  mo,  as 
fc»  nlkvd  np  and  down  the  librarj,  for  two  lioiirs.  nine 
USH ;  and  tlicsc  nine  \mffeB  had  to  lie  copied,  and  nine 
Ud  nine,  ;on  are  Bcnsihle,  make  eighteen :  and  it  waa 
Uttilay  I  wrote  these  eighteen  pages,  that  I  continued  to 
Rml  tliat  letter  to  my  auut  about  Jack  Langan." 

She  laments  not  hearing  from  Lovell  for  a  long 
line:  tlioir  French  friends*  letters  never  answer  any 
iDcstiona  about  him.  As  Sir  Jofieph  Hanks  my», 
MTieir  leltere  are  now  written  under  evident  con- 
llwnt  and  fear." 

In  the  summer  of  1S08  Maria  read  alond  *'  Ennui " 
B  BiaouM-Tipt  to  the  family.  They  used  to  a^emble 
Biba  middle  of  the  day  in  the  library,  and  every- 
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body  enjoyed  it  One  evening,  when  they  were  1 
dinner  with  a  large  party,  the  butler  came  up  to  I 
Edgeworth,  "  Mrs,  Apreece,  sir :  she  is  gettiug  oufcj 
her  carriage."  Mr.  Edgeworth  went  to  tlie 
door,  but  the  family  sat  still  laughing ;  for  there  h 
been  so  many  joke:<  about  Mrs.  Apreeee,  who  waA 
then  travelling  in  Ireland,  that  they  thought  it  wjw 
only  nonsense  of  Snejd's,  whom  tliey  supposed  had 
dretised  up  some  one  to  personate  her:  and  they  were 
astonished  when  Mr.  Edgeworth  presented  her  as  the 
real  Mr.s.  Aproece.  She  stjiid  some  day8^  and  VfU 
very  brilliaut  and  agreeable.  She  continued,  a 
Apreece  and  Lady  Davy,  to  be  a  kind  friend  i 
correspondent  of  Maria's. 

Marin  was  delighted  with  "'Elizabeth,'  by  ATafl 
Cottin.    The  character  of  the  heroine  is  noble." 
cenibor,  1808,  she  was  at  work  on  Vivian. 

"  1  bave  re-writt«n  the  two  first  chapters  of  '  Vi 
UD(]  think  it  Improved.     I  have  put  both  my  head  t 
shouliJera  to  the  business;  ant),  if  I  don't  initke  a  { 
story  of  it,  it  shall  uot  bu  for  want  of  pains." 

Dec.  30,  1808,  she  writes  to  C.  S.  Edgeworth  i 
melancholy  news  of  her  brother-in-law's  (Dr.  Bd 
does)  death.  In  January,  1809,  she  was  again  in  I 
midst  of  gayetiea  such  as  Ihey  indulged  in,  —  wentA 
a  dinner  of  thirty-two  at  Pakenham  Hall,  and  »  g 
hall  after  it  at  Mrs.  Pollard's;  .  .  .  "sawabuudoi 

of  comedy.     There  were  three  Miss s.  from  I 

county  of  Tippeniry,  —  three  dc-grees  of  cumpari 
the  positive,  comparative,  and  the  su]ierlativo!  ex( 
lent  figures,  with  white  featliers  as  long  as  my  I 


MISS   ELIZABETH   HASIILTON.  231 

inns  joined  together  stuck  in  the  front  of  what  were 
meant  for  Spanish  hats.  How  they  towered  above 
their  sex  tUviuely  vulgar,  with  brogues  of  the  Mile- 
uut  race  I  Supper  so  crowded  that  Caroline  Paken- 
huB  aiid  I  ftgreed  to  use  one  arm  by  turns,  and  thus 
with  difficulty  found  means  to  reach  our  mouths." 

This  was  the  occasioii  whi'n  reluiiiing  they  were 
npoet  into  a  snowdrift  by  their  postilion,  who  was 
dnmk:  no  one  was  hurt.     Maria  writet^  of  it:  — 

"Admiral  Pakenbam  tiftwl  me  np.  aud  carried  me  in 
fab  annit,  as  if  I  Imd  boon  a  little  doll,  and  set  me  down 
Mtnally  nu  (lie  step  of  Mra.  Tuitc'a  ciirriage,  su  1  never 
»t  foul  or  shoe.'" 

Miss  Elinabeth  Hamilton's  excellent  little  book, 
caUwI  "The  Cottagers  of  Glenburuie,"  ajijieared  in 
1S08;  end  Maria  halted  its  appearance  very  cunlially. 
She  depressed  her  tipinion.  that  "it  will  do  a  vast 
Bta!  of  good ;  and,  besides,  it  is  extremely  interesting, 
*liich  oil  good  books  are  not :  it  haa  great  jiowers, 
Iwtli  comic  and  tragic."  Wliile  Maria  was  making 
one  ijf  her  usual  visits  Rt  Pakenham  Hall,  in  this  year, 
*t«  read  aloud  the  story  of  "  Emilic  de  Coulanges : " 
tiiey  all  i-njoyed  it  very  mucli,  and  so  exprpseed 
tbm«lvt'»  to  Maria.  She  wrote  that  she  was  hard 
«  work  foon  after  this  at  "  Vivian." 

"My  father  Bays  'Vivian"  will  stand  next  lo  Mrs. 
Baamoat  ('Manoiavring')  and  'Ennui.*  1  have  ten 
■faija'  moro  work  at  It,  aud  then  Luzza !  Ten  days  more 
luisaiury  at  other  corrections,  and  tlieu  a  )it-avcn  ujkui 
•vth  of  idleneas  and  r>-uiling.  wliicli  is  my  idleucae. 
U*U  of  '  l'fof>.-siiioi]iil  Eilucsitiou  "  ts  jiriuti'd." 
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About  this  time  Muria  sent  o.  picture  of  herW 
wlilcb  appeared  as  the  frontispiece  of  a  magazinC) 
her  nuut,  Mrs.  Ruxtou.  It  represents  a  "hux< 
young  lady,  tall  and  large,  and  totaDy  unlike  Maril 
said  one  of  her  family ;  but  the  print  bore  the  i 
of  Maria  Edgewofth  at  the  foot  of  the  page. 
wrote  beneath  a  uopy  of  it,  — 


in  February,  1809. 

During  this  winter  of  1809  Maria  made  a  deli 
fill  visit  at  Black  Castle.     She  always  enjoyed  ' 

Ceedingly  these  visits ;  but  she  wroto  of  tliis  parti 
lar  one,  — 

"It  is  DO  new  thing  for  me  to  enjoy  Black  Castle. 
I  think  I  waa  particularly  bappy  tLere  last  time." 

After  her  return  home,  the  play  of  "  The  Grind 
Oi^an  "  was  performed  by  the  family  in  the  theatre 
Edgeworthstown  house.  Maria  liked  llie  way 
which  it  was  set  very  miicb.  She  afterwards  pi 
lished  it,  m  1827,  in  a  small  volume  called  "  Lit 
Plays."  In  April  the  Primate  of  Ireland,  Mr.  S 
art,  made  them  a  visit,  pleasing  Maria  very  mm 
She  said  of  liim,  — 

"  He  has  two  tilings  in  his  character  winch  I  tliink  i 
dom  meet,  —  a  strong  taste  for  luiinor  ami  strong  U 
inga  of  indignation.  In  his  eye  you  may  often  sec  all 
naU'ly  the  secret  laugbiiig  cx|)ression  of  humor,  and  I 
sudden  opeu  flosb  of  isdignatioa.     lie  is  a  man  of  I 
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t  fMlfngs,  wftli  the  colilcst  exterior  I  ever  bqw,  — 
ftiDMler  iniml.*' 

Marin  hailed  the  arrival  of  "  Tales  of  Fashionable 
Lifp,"  in  June  of  1809.  They  "reached  us  yesterday 
in  «  Foster  frank.  Thoy  looked  well  enough ;  not  i 
W17  good  paper,  but  better  than  '  Popular  Tales."  " 
Tbe  first  set  contained  "  Ennui,"  "  Mme.  de  Fleury," 
"  Almerio,"  '*  The  Dun,"  and  "  Manoiuvring,"  in 
tlirce  volumes.     The  paper  was  very  poor. 

In  thf  "Pereoual  Sketch"  of  Sir  Jonah  Barring- 
ton,  lie  says,  in  describing  hia  experience  of  life  and 
Uncoodiliuu  of  Ireland, — 

"Uisfl  Eilgeworth's  'Castle  Raekrent'  and  'Fasbion- 
*U*  Tal«s  *  ore  incomparable  in  depicting  truly  several 
MtB  of  tlie  rather  modem  Irish  character.  .  .  .  The 
kttUiinl,  Uie  agent,  and  the  attorney  of  '  Castle  Rackrent' 
(tof»d,  every  (>eraou  It  descrihea)  are  neither  flctit ions  nor 
fna  unconinion  characters :  and  the  changes  of  laudeil 
prai^rty  in  the  county  where  I  was  Iwm  (where  perliaiM 
At;  have  prevailed  to  tlic  full  as  widely  as  in  any  other  of 
•fe  uuiteil  empire)  owed,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  their 
"%"•  prtigresM.  anil  entastropbe,  to  incidents  in  no  wise 
vSmag  fritiu  those  so  accurately  painted  iu  Miss  Edge- 
•wUi'snarTalive." 

Birrington's  praise  sounils  faint  beside  that  of 
'Tlie  Eilinburgh  Review,"  who  honored  Maria  with 
•  WHt  Imlliitnt  and  appreciative,  yet  discriminating, 
■rtiule  on  her  '*  Fasliionable  Tales."  The  writer 
"MiTiea  Mills  Edgewortb,"  not  so  much  for  the  many 
iriUiant  and  ingenious  stories  she  has  written,  "as 
f  Uw  delightful  consciousness  of  having  done  tnore 
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good  than  any  other  writer,  male  or  female,  of 
genemtion." 

"The  Quarterly  Review"  also  gavB  her  a  1 
criticiU,  and  exhaustive  notice  of  the  "Fashiai 
Talcs." 

Maria  read  several  old  books  this  yeai 
them  the  celebrated  memoirs  of  Col.  Hutchiiisc 
and  that  of  his  wife,  Mrs,  Lucy  Hutchluson.     lis 
kins'a  "  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson "  also   interustcd 
She  commented  on  it, — 

"  He  liaa  thrown  a  heflj)  of  rubbish  of   his  own  ( 
poor  JobQson,  whieh  would  smother  niiy  less  gigaol 
genius." 

She  also  read  with  interest  Powell's  sermons. 

"The  primate  lent  them    to   my  fntlier.     Tliere    : 
charge  on  the  connection  bctwuen  merit  and  iirefermaE 
and  a  diacoursc  on  the  influence  of  academical  stuc 
and  a  recluse  life,  whii'li  I  parlioulavly  admire,  and  « 
it  liad  been  quottnl  in  '  Professional  Education.' 

About   this   time   Maria  was  planning  for  futi 
writing,  and  says,  — 

"I   am  going  to  write  a  story  called  'To-dny,' 
mat«h  for  '  To-moirow  t '  in  whicli  I  mean  to  show  ti 
impatience  is  as  ba<1  as  procrastination,  and  the  desi 
do  too  much  at  present  is  as  bad  as   putting  off  trt 
thing  to  to-niori'ow." 

This  was   never   written.     Another  plan  was  ' 
write  "  a  »tory  in  which  yomig  men  of  all  the  ] 
fessions   should  act  a  part ;   like  the  '  f'ontrast ' 
higher  life,  or  the   Freeman   family  (' Patronage  j 
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llv  withoat  any  possible  alhuion  to  our  own  family, 
have  another  sul>-plan  of  writing  'Ctelebiiia  in 
irch  of  a  Ilngbaml,'  without  my  father's  knuwing 
;  uid  without  reading  'Cinlebs,'  that  I  may  iieitbcr 
litate  nor  abuiw  it." 

I'Dnring  this  summer  they  hail   many  visitors, — 

Beaufort  family,  the  Ruxtons,  and  others.     Dr. 

ifterwartls  Sir  Henry)  Holland,  "a  grand-nephew 

(  Mr.  W(?dgwood"8,  and  son  of  a  surgeon  at  Knuts- 

,  Chwhire,  and  intended  for  a  physician,  came 

)  in  the  course  of  a  pedestrian  tour :  he  spent 

o  dnvA."     She  found  him  "very  well  informed." 

a  was  able  to  ti-U   lier  much   of  her  friends,  tlie 

Eubaulds   and  the  Aikins.     He  was  very  often  at 

Un,  Burbauld's.     He  also  told  her  much  of  Mrs. 

-llucvt,  author  of  the  "Conversations  on   Cheniia- 

tfj.*^*  chiintiiiig  woman  by  his  account.     Tliis  visit 

•  thu  hi-ginniiig  of  a  life-long,  delightful  friend- 

'Kp  betwwn    Dr.    Holland   and    Miss    Edgeworth. 

^-  Holland's   relations,   the    Darwins   and   Wedg-» 

oils,  were  ohl   friends   of  the   Edgewortlis.     Dr. 

Boliind  himself  records  his  impressions  of  this  visit 

ia bis" Recollections  of  Past  Life." 

"  During  this  inler\-al,  before  returning  to  Edinhnrgh. 
laHlatwovxeiirsions  to  Ireland:  the  Hrat  of  wiiich  —  a 
p*ieMrian  tour  iu  the  Wickiow  Mountains  —  1  described 
h  ■  poLpvr  or  |ia[>ore  In  soine  periodical  of  that  time,  the 
Be  uf  wliieti  1  now  forget:  Uie  second  (tu  1809)  was 
it  lntrr«stiiig  to  mc  by  u  visit  tu  Edgeworthstown,  t]i»i 
Mndrnicv  of  a  large  uud  happy  family,  of  whom  few 
'  nrriTO.     itn.  Kilgeworth.  the  motliiT  of  ninny  chil- 
li and  Iho  lulmirable  att.-pniolLier  of  luuu^  more,  died 
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bat  four  years  ngo.  in  her  ninety-third  year.     The  f 
ship  I  formed  with  Slaria  Etigeworth  in   this  my  c 
youth  was  continued  by  freijiieut  meetings   in  Lond^ 
and  once  again  ut  EMj^cTFOrliiHtonn,  wliithur  I  took  | 
two  sons  with  me.     It  waa  still  fuither  muintained  byJ 
nubrokeu  and  affectionate  correajwudcnce  for  nior«  I 
forty  years.     Her  ktt«re   to    me   would,  in    themaeW] 
have  formed  a  volume.     One  of  the  last  she  ever  « 
was  after  reading  the  flrat  volumes  of  Macaulay's 
tor^'.'     1  showtd  it  Loi-d  Maeaulay,  who  was  ao 
Btruck  with  its  disorinituation  and  ability  that  lie  begf 
mc  to  h't  him  keep  it.     A  fen  days  aftei'wards  a  le( 
came  from  her  family  to  tell  me  of  her  death." 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Edgeworth  to  ] 
Ittchbald,  the  noveliet  and  actress,  exx)1ains  itself.  \ 
Edge  WORT  HSTOwif,  Irbland,  lOlli  July,  ISOSL^ 

Dear  Madau,  —  I  beg  you  to  accept  a  copy  of  my 
daughter's  last  work.  Johnson  has  already  called  for 
^corrections  for  a  second  edition ;  your  obaeriations  would  ' 
be  a  treasure  to  us.  When  you  have  h  waste  moin 
pray  t«II  mc  which  of  the  tales  you  prefer. 

Your  friend  Lovell  Edgeworth  has  been  removed,  | 
is  well  at  McluD. 

I  am,  madami  your  sincere  admirer, 

RlCQAItD   LOTELL  EoGEWOd 

The  "Tales  of  Fanliionable  Life"  went  to  a  I 
ond  edition  in  a  short  time,  as  will  be  seen  by  i 
letter   of   Mr.    Edgeworth.      Mr.   Johnson    l>eh«vMt  '■ 
with  great   liberality  about   the   book,  and   on   his 
death-bed  commissioned  Mr.  Miles  tft  write  to  Mr. 
Edgeworth  "that  he  should  ill  deserve  your  confi- 
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mee,  if  be  were  rigidly  to  adhere  to  the  contract 
khich  be  made  for  the  last  work;  the  sale  of  which 
u  enabled  him  to  double  the  original  piirchuse- 
nney,  aud  to  place  the  sum  to  the  credit  of  your 
Dcoimt." 

Mr.  Miles  behaved  very  haiidBomely  iilso  to  Maria, 
Dd  trv»t«d  hei'  in  the  same  fair  niunner  which  his 
nclv  had  observed.  She  always  felt  an  affectionate 
egard  for  the  memory  of  Mr.  Juhnson,  whose  ad- 
rice  VA»  of  material  a-SBiHtaiice  to  hor.  He  died  in 
iber.  1809. 

The  family  circle  at  Edgeworthstown  was  enlarged 
ty  the  birth  of  a  son  to  Mrs.  Edgewurth,  in  August, 

im. 

About  Uu&  time  M.  Dumont  wrote  from  Lord 
Houy  Petty "s :  — 

*'  Xous  Bvons  In  en  socif  li  &  '  Boiimls,' '  Tales  of  Fash- 
tattWc  Life.'  Toutc  socif^tf  est  un  pctiltlii^iUre.  -Eunui' 
*1 '  Maovavring '  out  cu  un  succi^s  mnniui5 :  il  a  ^tf  trto 
*tf.  Noua  avoDB  trouvi^  nn  grand  nombre  de  dialogues 
w  neiUeur,  eomiqae.  c'e§t  A  dire  de  eeux  oii  le  person- 
^tw»e  (leveloppenl  sans  le  vouloir,  el  sans  songcr  Jl  I'itre. 
1 T  *  'Irs  »C(>i)C8  chnrumiitt^a  dona  '  Itliiii;.  de  Fleury.'  Ne 
ItiglKZ  paa  lea  dillicultva  :  c'esl  lA  oti  voua  brilli'z." 

Mrs.  Inchbald  was  considered  no  mean  critic.  As 
ttrlfaa  1801  Mrs.  Opie  wrote  a  friend  ihat  she  was 
*pAttg  t<wlay  to  caiTy  Mrs.  Inchhahl  my  book'  to 
1M>L  Sbu  has  promiDcd  mc  her  opinion  uf  it^,  and  1 
hug  to  lecoivo  it.     She  is  a,  judge  of  tliu  tale  only: 

)  >  VaUtH  and  DMixblcT,  and  Tbu  iiaid  a!  Corlath. 
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poetry   is   to  her  an   undiscovered   country. 
ballailB  she  alreailj  aJmii'es  highly." 

The  Misses  Sneyd,  accompanied  by  Honora 
worth  (the  second  child  of  that  name  in  the  fa 
passed  the  auturon  of  1809,  and  the  winter,  at 
brother's,  Mr.  Sneyd's,  in  Staffordshire.     The  : 
worths  Imd  a  visit  from  the  celebrated  Irish  lai 
long  and  so  well  known  in  ixmdon  society,  Lj 
White,  ill  December  of  1809.     Somebody,  in  sp( 
ing  of  this  lady,  a^ked  if  Misa  White  "was  a  I 
Btocking," —  "  Oil,  yes,  she  is  I     I  can't  tell  you 
blue."  — "What  is  bluer  than  blue?" —"Mfirblcu. 
exclaimed  Lord  Norbury. 

Mrs.  Barbauld  was  to  edit  a  "Collection  of  tl 
British  Novelists."  The  critical  and  biographical 
notices  prefixed  are  valuable  and  spiiited.  Sir  Wal- 
ter Scott  acknowledged  his  indebtedness  to  her  for 
some  of  his  material,  used  in  preparing  his  editioa 
of  "Ballantyne's  British  Novelists."  Mrs.  Bar- 
bauld's  "  Collection "  consisted  of  fifty  volumes, 
and  it  appeared  in  1810.  She  asked  Maria  for  a 
corrected  copy  of  "  Belinda,"  which  she  placed  on 
the  list. 

In   December,  1809,  Maria  made  visits  of  a   few 
days  at  Soniia  and  Pakenham  Hall.     After  her 
turn  home  she  says, — 


I 


"I  Lave  been  reading,  for  the  fonrth  time  I  Iselli 
'The  Simple  Story,"  which  I  intended  this  time  to 
as  a  critic,  thnt  I  might  write  to  Mra.  Inclibakl  ubout  It: 
hut  I  was  so  carried  awoy  by  it  that  I  was  totally  iiica* 
pnhic  of  tliiakiog  of  Mrs.  Inchhakl  or  any  thing  but 
Miss  Miluer  and  Domfortb,  who  aiiiwurt'd  ki  me  real 
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B,  wtioiD  I  Ba<r  nnd  licard,  anil  wbo  luul  audi  jmwer 
>  mU-nvt  me  tlmt  I  cried  tny  eyes  }ilm<>at  out  iK'fure  I 
i  tu  Um;  end  of  the  story.     I  think  it  the  most  po- 
c  and  incBt  powerfully  luteresttug  tale  I  ever  read, 
s  ulili^l  til  go  riY>rn  it  t4i  oorrt'ct '  Ilelluda '  for  Mrs. 
Rrttttnld,  who  15  going  to  insert  it  in  hi-r  eollection  of 
iirpb,  with  n  prcfw*  ;  niid  I  reiilly  was  so  provoked  with 
•  Oold  tamonpHR  of  thiit  stiek  or  stone  'Bi-linda,'  tliat 
coald  ha»-e  torn  tin-  pngoa  to  pieces.     And,  reully,  I 
re  Bot  the  heart  or  tlio  patience  to  correct  her.     As  the 
ekney  coachman  said,  '  Mend  you!  better  make  a  new 

In  the  same  month  Maria  made  a  careful  arrange- 
Bent  of  the  library,  and  an  alphabetical  catalogue, 
{Kpared  in  her  most  beautiful  handwriting.     She 

*'  1  have  lived  npon  ttie  ladder,  my  father  deploring  the 
■Me  of  time,  and  ttie  fatigue  I  underwent." 

She  wrote  some  letters  to  Mrs.  Inchbald,  with 
ham  shv  became  personally  acquainted  some  time 
■ftenraKls. 

[To  Hn.  Inclil>a1<l.| 

EiWEWOiiTH STOWS,  Jan.  H,  1810. 

I  an  going  to  do  a  very  l»l(i   tiling.     Personatly  a 

itojCiT  to  Mn.  Inchlinld  myself.  I  am  going  to  tnke 

«  Hlwrty  of  hilrodneing  one  of  my  brolJH'ra  to  her. 

Toot  klnltn(^s3  to  my  brother  Lovell  will  perhaja  ineliue 

moTv  in  Sncyd's '  favor  than  any  thing  I  can  nrge. 

.  I   hope  you  will  nnt  euspeot  me  of  tlio   conmion 

wr  pmrtiee  of  rettiming   prwse  for  praise,  wlu-n  1 

yoa  that  I  have  Just  been  raading,  for  the  thini  — 

LiftSBaydBilsowoKU,  autluirol  aUfuut  Uie  AIiIh.' Ed^f  woiiU. 
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I  believe  for  the  fouith  —  time,  "The  Simitle  I 
Ito  effect  upou  my  feelings  was  aa  powerful  oa  ftt  the  fl 
reofling.    1  never  reatl  anp  novel, — I  except  none.- 
nevcr  renU  aiiy  uovel   tUut  aSec^led  me  so  strongly,  > 
tbflt  so  conipU'tL-ly  possesBi-d  me  with  Lhe  bullef  in  Uu>  t 
existence  of  all  the  peo|ile  it  repit^BCnts.     I  nevirr  ( 
recollected  the  autlior  whilst;  1  was  reudinj;  il;  never  siud 
or  thought,  "  Tlial's  a  Jine  scnlimpnt,^'  or  "  That  i>  <«fl 
*!J7)>-e»srd,"  or  "  Tliat  is  n-ell  inornffd,"     I  helicvinl  it  a& 
to  be  rcaj,  and  waa  iiffccted  as  I  should  be  by  the  real 
ocencs,  if  they  had  passed  before  my  eyes:   it  is  trulr 
nnd  deeply  pathetic.     I  determined,  this  time  of  readii^H 
to  r<^H<t  it  OS  a  critic,   or  rather,   as  an  antlior,  lo    I 
and   find  out  the  secret  of  its   peculiar  pathos;   but  1 
quit*?  forgot  my  intention  in  the  iiiteivat  Miss  SlUtier  a 
Dorriforlh  excited.     But  noiv  il  ia  all  owr,  and  that  I  d 
coolly  exercise  my  judgment,  I  am  of  opiinon  that  it  ^ 
by  leaving  more  tlian  most  other  writers  to  the  )tnfl| 
nation,  that  yon  succeiHl  so  eminently  in  affecting  it. 
the  force  that  is  necessary  to  repress  feeling,  we  ju^ 
of  the  intensity  of  the  feeling ;  and  you  always  eontri 
to  give  us,  by  intelligible  but  simple  signs,  the  mpasurc  of 
/   this  force.     Writers  of  inferior  genius  waste  their  words 
dexcribiiiff  foclinga,  in  matiing  those  who  pret«ud  to  b^- 
Imitated  by  pitssion  describe  that  poasion.  and  talk  n 
reiidii'ij  of  Iheir  hearts,  etc., — a  gi^oss  blunder!   tm 
as  any  Irish   hlimder;   for  tlie   heart  cannot  feel, 
desci'ibe  its  own  feelings,  at  the  same  moment,    I 
"*v,"  beivg  like  a  biiii  in  two  places  oi  once." 

What  a  beautiful  strolce  is  that  of  the   child, 
exclaims,  when  Dorriforth  lets  go  his  hands,  *'  /  had  I 
to  Itave  beeti  down." 

I  am  glad  I  have  never  met  witli  a,  Dorriforth,  : 
must  iuevitably  have  fallen  despcrattily  in  lovu  with  hid 
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!  of  Miss  Milner'B  powers  of  charming.  I 
i  died  in  rtMpair.     Indeed,  I  qiieation  wlii-Lher 
[  free  ffom  aome  of  lior  faults  would  not  Lave 
p  my  chance  worse;  for  I  have  no  dotibt,  that,  with 
I  wiadom  and  virtiie,  he  loveit  her  the  beH*'r  for 
[  him  in  a  eontlniiul  {ionic  b^  her  coqiieliy.     I  am 
BiTdy  siirry  you  inucle  lier  end  nauglaihj,  thongh  I 
s  tliis  mukea  thi?  story  more  moral.     Your  power 
I  |HUlH>Iic  wriUT   19  «ven    more   conspicuons  in  tho 
Mul  Tolamc.  Iiowever,  than  in  the  first :  for.  notwitb- 
nling  th«  pnxtizioua  and   painful  effort  you  rei]tiire 
n  Uu!  reoiler  to  Jump  over,  at  tlie  firat  page,  eighteen 
I,  soil  to  liehold  nt  once  Dorriforth  old,  anil  Sliss 
r  a  dijjgraoeil  and  dying  mother,  with  a  grown-up 
ter  beside  lier;  iiotwilhstJindiDs;  the  rcluotnufo  we 
1  Moving  l>orriforth  as  an  implacable  tyrant,  and 
tlograded    to   a    trembling   dependent.  —  yet 
X  OQT  will,  and  absolutely  against  our  resolution  to 
1  master  our  Itcarts,  and  kindle  a  fresh 
L  Bn<l  forw  nj[niii  our  t<>iirs.     Notliing  cnn  bo  liner 
1-  wrni-  n]ion  tlii«  stnira.  where   Donlforth  meets 
lni<lBiij;))trr.  and  cannot  nmliisp  her  Imnd,  und  when  hft 
I  ciU   her  by  any  name  but  Misa  Jlilncr,  —  riear 
|ttn  Mihier. 

»\x  Rushbrooke  had  not  been  a  tiar :   it  degrades 

a  uiueb  for  a  beto.     I  lliink  you  sacrificed  him  too 

li  to  the  priuelple  of  the  jiyramid.     Tho  mixture  of 

vfilbrr's  chnrai't^f  hi  the  daughter  ia  lieaiitiful.     As  to 

■  Wocdly,  who  cuii  help  h)ving  her,  and  thinking  sbo 

r  bn*t  friend,  whoever  lliitt  amy  Iw? 

k.  Ilnrtoti  b  on  exivlleut  comie.     Her  moving  nil  her 

iMi^  alioul  hirr  room  to  hrssen  the  embarrnssMieuC,  and 

liRwuhtng  (witlioat  l>eiag  iil-nutured)  lo  aee  a  (puirre], 

*i^  «he  migbt  have  aoitH*  Bcnsatious.  is  a<lmiruhlt-.     Did 
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yon  really  draw  the  chnraft^ra  from  life  ?  or  did  you  In- 
vent IbemS'  You  cxcvl,  I  lliiiik,  peculiarly  in  nvoiding 
wluit  \i  C'omniouly  cjilktl  ^i»e  writi«g,  — a  sort  of  wriUng 
wliieh  I  detest ;  which  calls  tlie  attention  awiiy  fnna  the 
thing  to  tlie  manner,  from  the  feeling  to  the  lajiguage; 
which  sat-rifices  every  tiling  lo  the  sound,  to  the  mere 
rounding  of  a  period ;  which  miatakcB  alage  effect  for 
nature.  All  who  are  at  all  usetl  to  writing  Itnow  and 
detect  the  trick  of  the  trade  immediat*ly;  and,  s|>t:iLking 
for  myself,  1  know  that  the  writing  which  lins  least  the 
appearance  of  litemry  mawifadHre,  almost  al  trays  pleases 
mo  the  best.  It  has  more  originality :  m  nan-ntion  ot 
flotilious  events,  it  most  surely  succeeda  in  gii'ing  tlio 
idea  of  rejility,  and  in  making  Uie  biogmjihcr.  fur  tlie 
time,  pass  for  nothing.  Itnt  there  are  fi-w  who  con,  In 
tliis  manner,  bear  the  mortification  of  st.tying  Iwliind  the 
seenos.  They  peep  out  eager  for  ap|»araDCe,  and  destroy 
all  illusion  by  crying,  /  said  it,  /  wrote  it,  /  invented  it 
all !     Call  me  on  the  stage  and  crown  me  directly  1 

I  don't  know  whether  yoii  have  ever  met  with  a  little 
hook  called  "Circumstances  respecting  the  Life  of  Un 
lale   Charles  MontfonI,  Eaq.,  6,'/  Gvorge  Ilaiiey, 
When  you  have  half  an  hour's  leisure,  do  me  tlie  f« 
to  look  at,  it:  for  I  think  it  possesses  sometliing  of  I 
same  kind  of  merit  as  "The  Simple  Story ; "  tt 
has  many    faults,   and,   except   now    and   then, 
like  its  piithos.     But  it  resembles  it  iu  creating  the  1 
of  its  lieiiig  real.     I  often  thought,  while  I  was  reading 
tills  mi^lit  have  been  better  written ;  hut  1  am  glad  tl 
cumstrinci's  did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  pnif^ssio 
Movel-wrilcr,  who  miglit  perha|ts  have  winde  more  of  U 
for  common  readers,  but  who  would  have  siMiilH   I 
(or  me  by  the  manufactJire.     It  must  be  true,  I  tliotq 
the  biographer  a  real  friend ;  because  lie  cares  I 
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i>  about  himself  and  hia  own  writing,  bo  that  be  docs 
V  to  llie  memory  of  bin  friend, 
t  I  have  lately  been  told  that  it  is  u  mere  fiction,  and  that 
|Lwaa  wrltteu  hy  a  ^iitlemtiu  wh'^se  nnme  I  fot^ot,  —  & 
T  of  Mrs,  Trench's  ;  perhnps  you  know  the  name, 

wr  and  Mrs.  Kdgewoi-th  beg  to  be  kindly  remem- 

h  Jon.  and  wieU  you  would  eome  here  and  see  us, 

unot   go   to   England   ut   present.     Can  you? 

AITectiunately  yoiira, 

Maima  Edgewoutu. 
Idoe wuji rn $td n \,  Jan.  l.'i. 

Mr*.  Barbauld  was  busily  engaged  on  the  "  British 
Nuvelista,"  to  which  Mjiria  icfers.  Maria  wrote  to 
Mn.  BArbaatd  as  follows :  — 

EosKwoRTSBTans,  J&n.  IS,  1BI0. 
Ut  dear  Uadah,  —  1  have  great  pleasure  in  making 
>)p<od  b^inning  of  this  new  year  by  fulfilling  a  request 
rf  juurs.  My  brother  Sneyd  will  have  the  honor  of 
■iltin);  ajxin  you  with  "Belinda."  I  wish  I  could  be 
rf  ILi'  party ;  but,  alas  1  tliis  is  quit*  out  of  my  power. 
Mj  fiiUif  r,  ttiank  G(xl !  has  |>erfectly  recovei'ed  liia  health 
•oH  itivngtb :  but  he  is  now  engageil  iu  an  undeitaking 
•liidi  will  attjicli  him  for  some  time  to  the  bogs  of  Ireland. 
t«WJil  will  gh-e  you  an  account  of  the  commisaiouers  for 
impmvtng  our  liogs ;  and  pray  ask  him  for  a  history  of 
tk  aoviDf;  Ims  in  our  neighborhood,  of  the  wontlera  of 
*liicb  he  baa  l)eeu  an  eye-witneas.  I  would  tell  you 
of  tbrw,  hut  that  he  can  tell  JU  five  minutes  what  1  could 
wA  write  in  Bve.  So  to  return  to  my  own  business  :  "  Be- 
linda," I  have  taken  some,  and  my  father  ha«  taken  a 
pnt  deal  of  painsi  to  improve  her.  In  the  first  volume 
tW  itlleratious  ore  very  slight,  and  metely  verbal.     In  the 
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wcond  volume  J'lduoa  j»  sal»titutcd  for  Xi» 
Lucy,  tiMtrad  of  J'l/xi ;  many  people  having  been  » 
liied  at  the  idoa  of  a  black  man  miuryiag  a  white  m 
ilj  father  aaya  that  geutk-mra  have  borron  upon  I 
Mibject,  aiul  troul'l  draw  eonclusioiw  vei;  unfavonlie  to 
k  frnuile  wnt<.T  who  uppcareil  to  recomiDend  suuh  aniooa: 
I  I  ilo  not  nixlenitiuKl  the  snbject,  I  trust  to  bid  bettor 
mIgiDdit,  and  uod  witli,  —  for  Jnba.  read  JackHOO. 
"Tn  the  third  volume,  I  have  talieQ  out  eiery  thing  that 
pave  eucourogeiwDt  (lieyond  esteem)  to  Mr.  Viueentfi 
for  greut  cumiilaiuta  weru  made  agaiost  Dolimla  for  « 
of  («Mislani-y  lo  Clarence  Hervey,  and  for  jiltii^  Viiw 
lly  taking  out  lier  consi-nt  to  man7,  I  hope  I  shaU, 

c  d^grw,  entisfy  nil  pnrtics.     Belinda  is  but  an  Dtiing 
teivsting  peraona<2;e,  after  nil ;  but  I  cannot  mend  her  ta 
IbLt  respeet,  wittioiit  making  her  over  again,  and,  indeedf  | 
without  inuking  tbo  whole  Itixik  over  a<!ain^    I  was  not,  ■ 
cUlier  In  ilclimla"  or  Xeonoiti,  suIIIfTPrtny^ware  that  tit^  I 
f^  '  ^OMlnMn  of  H  heroine  interests  only  in  proportion  to  t 
'"^  ^'    perils  and  trial*  to  which  it  is  exi)osed.  |V 

I  have  lieen  made  still  more  sensible  of  my  own  (' 
ctencies,  hy  Just  readmg  "The   Simple   Story,"  wbich| 
^  tliroiighuut,  has  such  a  [(owerful.  irresistible  interest, 
hope  yuu  think  of  it  as  1  do,  that  it  is  one  of  tlie  mot 
pnllx'tic  talcs  that  ever  was  written. 

I  lonjf,  my  dear  niudam,  to  seo  your /ire/aces.'  ami  wish 

for  your  sukts  as  well  as  for  th:it  of  the  public,  thut  they 

were  finished  i  for  I  know  how  any  unfulGlltKl  engagement 

of  that  sort  presses  upon  the  mind.  ~ 

What  a  loss,  what  an  irreparable  loss,  we  have  bad  o 


f  excel 
v  Konorousi 


lly,  how 


Johnson  ! '    Ask  Sneyd  to  tell  yof 
kindly,  he  behaved  to  iia  in  the  1 
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almoKt  of  bis  life.     I  tliinlc  Ihe  excellent  character  of 

Qwhicii  appeared  in  "ThB  Star"  coiikl  have  come  from 

ae  but  sDch  a  writer  and  eucb  a  friend  aa  Mrs.  Bac- 

uld.    I  ani  glad  to  hear  that  Johnson's  habits  of  lib- 

iltty  did  not  mjurv  hid  fortuiie.  and  that  his  proiwrtj 

lads  to  K  representative  bo  worthy  of  liiin  as  Mr. 

I.    A«Ic  Sopyd,  also,  how  Mr.  Miles  behaved  towards 

I  know  you  have  i>leaBuru  in  licariog  of  instances 

M  vlrtiM  in  whatever  class  or  rank  of  life. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh,  io  writing  from  Bombay  to 
!■  wile,  in  1810,  pays  a  plca«aiit  tribute  to  Maria. 
1«  uj-H  of  "  Tales  of  Fashiouable  Life,"  after  com- 
memiiig  on  ttie  utility  wliieh  be  considers  a  cbaritc- 
fcristic  (if  Hogarth's  pictures,  — 

"  OlMf n'ationa  Boiiicwhut  similar  may  be  applied  to 

u  Kiigeworth's   fictions.     lu  my  first  cntliusiuem    of 

•Anireiion,  1  tlioiiglit  that  she  had  first  made  lictiim  nse- 

W;  !iot  every  fiction  sinct'  Ilonic-r  has  taught  frieiiilsliip, 

^ttnntism.    generosity,    contempt  of  death.     These   are 

Ikt  higlicet  virtues;  and  tlie  fictions  which  taught  them 

!.  therefore,  of  the  highest,  though  not  of  the  mixed, 

^Hly.    Mtss   Edgeworth  ineulcati.'s  prudence,  and  the 

yiliofa  of  Umt  family.     An.'  these  excellent  virtues  higher 

kaoreiiscfal  tbon  those  of  fortitudt!  and  benevolence? 

Ccrlajiily  not.     ^Vhere,  then,  is  Miss  Kit^jcc worth's  merit, 

r eitrionlinary  merit,  Imtb  as  a  monilist  nnd  a,  womnu 

gmiiM?    It  consists  in  her  having  sek-ctcd  n  eliiss  of 

far  more  difUcnlt  to  treat  as  the  stibjeet  or  lielkm 

n  aUiM«.  and  which  haii,  therefore,  been  left  by  for- 

rwtUers  to  her.     This  is  the  merit  both  of  originality 

( MQlty :  but  it  never  must  be  stated  otherwise,  nidcss 

aiuld  doubt  that  suiK-riority  of  the  benevolent  virtues 
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over  every  other  part  of  morals,  which  is  not  a  subject  c 
discusBton,  bul  an  iudisputable  truth." 

"  The  Edinburgh  Review  "  made  an  attack  on  M&l 
Edgeworth'a  " Professional  Education"  of  the  most  ] 

severe  style.     Mackiutosh  says  of  it, — 

"The  tweDty-nintb  ["  Edinburgh  Review"]  is  distiaJ 

guished  by 'a  '  attack  on  Greek  and  Latin,  uDder  thi 

title  of  a  review  of  Edgeworth'a  book  on  'Frofcseiona 
Education.'  " 

Mr.  Edgeworth's  boot  was  made  the  occasion 
the  reviewer's  strictures  on  the  advantages  of  the 
more  modern  styles  of  education  over  the  long- 
approved  classical  system  in  vogue  at  Oxford.  The 
book  was  widely  read,  and  went  soon  to  a  second 
edition.  One  may  question  the  premises,  or  deny 
the  conclusions,  of  Mr.  Edgeworth's  argument;  but, 
the  papers  of  "Professional  Education"  eoni 
many  valuable  hints  for  parents,  and  the  instrui 
tions  of  boys. 

In  this  year  Maria  received  a  novelty  as  a  gift,  "a 
worked  muslin  cap,  which  cost  sixpence,  in  tambotir 
stitch,  done  by  a  steam-engine." 

In  1810  Miss  Edgeworth  wrote  of  the  appearani 
of  Lord  Byron's  poem :  — 

"  I  do  not  like  '  English  Barda  and  Scotch  Reviewora ; '  ^ 
though,  as  my  father  says,  the  lines  are  very  strong,  and 
worthy  of  Pope  and  the  '  Dunciad.'    But  I  was  so  prejur. 
diced  against  tbe  wboJc,  by  the  flrst  lines  I  opened  u 
about  the  'Paralytic  Muse,'  of  the  man'  who  had  been  hi 


but.^ 
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1  Sydney  Smith. 


t  Tlie  Earl  ot  Caitisle. 
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itlian,  KntI  is  liia  relution,  and  to  nhom  he  bad  dedi- 
itL-d  hiti  dnt  pocina,  that  I  could  not  relish  Lis  wit.  He 
uy  tiave  great  talents,  hut  I  am  sure  he  has  neither  a 
■est  nor  a  good  mintl ;  and  I  feel  dislike  and  disgust  for 
a  lonlsliip." 

In  the  spring  the  Misses  Sneyd  and  Honora  re- 
torned  home. 

On  the  appearance  of  "  The  Lady  of  the  Lake," 
'Jiiaa  Eilgewortb  wrote:  — 

"It  U  a  charming  poem,  a  most  interesting  story,  gen- 
■  imia.  finely  drairn  characters,  and  in  most  parts  the  Hiiost 
fOdiy:  but  for  lui  old  pro{>ossessiDn  —  an  unconquerable 
fnpOiMrssiun  —  in  fuvor  of  the  'Old  Minstrel,'  I  think  I 
■Ixmlil  prerer  Uiis  lo  cither  the  '  Lay '  or '  Motmion.'  " 

She  had  dreaded  the  appearance  of  this  poem,  and 
lote.  months  before  it  came  out:  — 

I  do  not  nugur  well  of  the  title  '  The  Lady  of  the 
I^ke.'    I  ho|>c  this  lady  will  not  disgrace  him." 

At  this  time  Maria  read  the  letters  of  Mme.  du 
Delfimd.  the  old  hlind  Frenchwoman,  who  was  a 
toad  and  correspondent  of  Horace  Walpole. 

"Some  of  the  letters  in  her  collection  are  very  enter- 
liiBiag, — those  of  the  Duchesae  de  Cboiseul,  the  Count  dc 
BragUc,  Sir  Jamea  Mnedonnld,  and  a  few  of  Mme.  ilu 
IteflBad's  :  the  otheja  are  full  otfniii:  compliment,  nnd  tire- 
B  triflinji;,  but  ultogi-ther  curious  as  a  pietuR'  of  that 
!,  hmrtless,  brillituit,  and  ennvged  society.    Ttieru 
1  tbwe  letters.  1  tliink.  a  stronger  picture  of  cdiiui 
D  in  Aldcri's  life.    Was  hia  passion  for  the  Countess  of 
.  or  for  horses,  or  for  pure  Tuscan,  the  strongest? 
V  did  not  he  love  sotobikty  better  than  all  three?  " 
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Ill  1810  a  Quukcr  lady,  Mrs.  Mary  Leadbeater, 
\vho  lived  at  BuUitore,  and  whuse  grandfather  hail 
l]eea  tutor  to  Ediiiuiid  Burke,  seat  the  MS.  of  tt 
book  ehe  bad  writt^ii  to  Maria,  for  her  advice.  Tius 
lady  Wii3  the  graLd-daughter  of  a  learned  Quaker, 
Abraham  Shaukeltoa,  the  founder  of  the  school  which 
Burke  attended  in  1741  at  Kildare.  near  Duliliu. 
When  Edmund  Burke  lay  on  his  death-bed,  he  wrote, 
by  lUctation,  a  very  toucliiiig  letter  to  Mrs.  Leadbeat- 
er.recalling  old  sehool-days,  and  signed  it  with  his 
own  hand.  Site  had  published  a  volume  of  '•  Poems  " 
in  1808.  "The  Landlord's  Friend"  and  "Cottage 
Biograpiiies"  appeared  in  1822.  The  MS.  was  called 
"Cottage  Dialogues;"  and,  when  Mr.  Edgewortb 
beard  it  read,  he  was  so  much  pleased  with  il,  iliat 
Maria  offered,  at  M»  suggestion,  to  add  a  few  notes, 
anil  write  a  preface  for  the  book.  This  done,  they 
made  favorable  terms  with  Mr.  Johnson's  Biiccessars; 
aud  the  book  was  well  received  by  the  public. 

Among  other  items  of  interest,  MiiiS  Edgewi 
refers  to  the  novel  of  "  Patronage."  now  OQ 
stocks,  after  beuig  laid  aside  for  a  long  time. 


1 


EOOKWORTHBTOW?!,  Aug.  1,  ISIO, 

Mr  DBAK  Urs.  BARDAL1.P,  — Vouf  kitid  ami  dcligtitfal 
letter  gave  us  all  peculiar  pleasure ;  not  only  fi-om  ltd 
kUidneas.  anrl  tbc  higlily  gratifying  expressious  of  a 
r^itrd  which  wo  know  to  be  stiioere,  but  from  ita  proving 
to  US  that  your  mind  bos  resumetl  all  iU  energy,  and 
you  have  recovered  from  tliat  cruel  *  and  i 
depression  of  spirits.     You  can  hardly  know, 

>  Death  ol  Mr.  UuLmuiUI. 
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with  lu.  my  (Icur  Mn.  Barbauld,   liow  mtioh  we 

wd  Bt  Uits,  nor  liow  t-urut'stly  wu  dt'sire  to  ailil,  if 

m\>\,  Ut  )'Qur  liii|ii)iriess.     Wliy  imiuiot  jxtu  ci-osa  this 

est,  lud  Ijc  witli  U3  in  a  week?    Look  at  the  frank 

tbw  letter.     Willi  pride  I  bid  you  look  and  see  tliat  it 

fmukcxl  liy  your  i)ui>il  Lord  Selkirk,  a  pu|iil  wlio  dova 

you  titv  gKtilvHt  lioiior.  a  pupil  who  ecta  yoii  tlte  hcBt 

ruuniilo  t>x> :  (ur  tliia  ia  tiia  second  visit  to  Edgewotlba- 

lo»ni.    And  ji»u !  — 

Lurd  Selkirk  U-ga  me  to  rememiwr  bim  to  you  iu  the 
iDMt  n-sim'tful  and  kind  loanuer,  luid  I  niii  sore  you  will 
W(dfld  til  hear  llinl  he  set-ma  tp  peifi^ct  hcnltli  and  liuppi- 
Da».  Ilia  arrlvEil,  and  tLat  of  a  sueeeMion  of  visilois, 
invvntt'd  my  fliiiiiliing  the  ernUa  for  '*  Gi'iaelda  "  lu  aoon 
u  ]  wiiltol,  and  must  now  l>e  my  apology  for  sending 
Uwn  to  you  in  their  hlotttxl  and  blumxl  8tat« ;  for  1  rvaily 
tun  uut  time  tills  day  to  copy  them,  and  i  fear  tu  delay 
jOBf  t<riater. 

tour  olieen-ations  on  •*  Profeeaional  Educaliou"  are 
»•  "Jil  as  ihey  are  ek-gantly  cx]iresscd,  My  father 
Ihauka  you  for  thorn  with  his  whole  hcoil  and  heiiil.  lie 
■  wrMtin>;  Uie  Iwok  for  a  second  wlltion,  and  he  will 
•*»1  lilnMcU  of  your  mimrks  aliont  the  imposslhilily  io 
MH  i-loMHif  of  llfu  of  the  parents  early  deciding  tiie 
<t<U'*  ixvfrasion. 

I  Uiuik  you,  my  kind  and  able  defender,  for  the  essay 
i»  Thi'  tii^ntleman's  Magazlue."  May  it  ever  lie  my 
ftltf  to  br  so  attacked  and  so  defendeil!  We  did  not 
lnin«  tlie  eda>y  wua  written  by  you :  but  llio  nioineut  wtt 
Ml  it  »K  wen*  struek.  not  only  with  ita  Btren^lli  aud 
ilidity,  but  with  ita  judiolous  eeal;  and  we  si^'tlUil  tbal 
ii  must  In-  wnltm  by  some  friend  who  was  warmly  and 
{ccHioidly  iat«-n-»lod  for  us. 
Ian  yoa  suppoeo  tliat  any  one  in  this  house  could  see 
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an  act verti semen t  of  a  book  of  Mies  Aikin's  witll 
immediately  sending  for  it?  But,  alas!  you  little  I 
how  long  it  13  before  our  impatience  to  sec  new  puWfai-" 
tiona  can  lie  gratified.  In  the  centre  of  Ireland,  we  woit 
sometimes  montlia  before  we  caa  get  posseseion  of  tl4i! 
books  we  long  for.  We  have  not  yet  "  The  Luily  of  tlw: 
Lake"  of  our  own;  though  we  Lave  begged  and  tforrowcd 
lier.  and  though  we  wrote  for  her  the  moment  we  hvArd 
that  slie  was  about  to  appeaj  in  Uie  world.  For  ■■  Kpi^-— 
tics  ou  Women"  we  wrote  at  the  same  time,  *nd  i 
and  again  and  i^aio !  And  now  we  hace  forbid  Satj^ 
who  is  coming  over,  to  appear  ticfore  us.  unless  lie  M 
it  with  him,  or  unless  he  sends  it  (as  I  liave  desired  tilm 
till  I  am  hoarse)  under  cover  to  Edward  Connor.  Esq.. 
Dublin  Castle.  What  lias  prevented  his  doing  tbia,  ^ 
canuot  imagine,  and  really  wish  I  could  lient  him  for  Hvtf 
We  have  not  yet  given  up  all  liopes  of  string  yoa  a 
England.  My  father  talks  of  going  to  London  in  spi 
but  I  dare  not  feed  my  fancy  on  tlicso  "  piclui'LxI  t 
bright  heroic  deeils."  I  know  this,  however,  for  o 
that  if  we  do  reach  London  ever  again,  nothing  ( 
vent  our  liuving  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  aiitt  I 
you.  ^ly  fallier  has  quite  recovered  liis  health, 
as  liiisy  in  the  vast  tliltemian  bogs  ua  itoBsiNe.  I  d 
know  whether  he  will  improve  them,  hut  I  am  nan  | 
have  improved  him:  for  the  air  and  esereisr  bare  q 
renovated  him.  Mre.  Edgeworth  sends  lier  real  loinl 
yon.  wliioh.  I  assure  you.  she  never  sends  as  words,  i 
course,  to  unylHxly.  Hhe  is  again  in  blooming  health, 
and  lier  darling  little  Francis  repays  her  for  all  slie  liu 
BU?ereil  for  liiin.  He  bos  nil  his  fnllier's  lh-eliiic»8  ot 
look,  and  quiekness  of  motion ;  and  he  is,  wittioiiL  ex(M.l>- 
tion,  the  best- humored  little  mortal  of  Ilia  years  (uf  loB 
months,  I  mean)  that  I  ever  saw.     He  is  now  croM'tiijf  and 
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al  the  wtadow,  lookiug  oat  nt  bia  sistcra  who  ore 
lay.    I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  tbnt  lie  lias  u 
il  genina  for  h&ppiucaa,  — in  ottier  woriis,  iis  Sydney 
jth  woold  aay,  great  hei'editary  ■*  constitutional  joy." 
I  am  very  well,  and  have  been  very  idle  lately,  but 
1(1 1*>  tie  industrious.     I  have,  however.  Inrgun  a  story 
Palmnngc,"  oud  wish  I  could  tnlk  with  you  uliout 
tor  half  an  lionr,  or  even  five  minutes.     It  13  sit  vast 
mlijcci  Itiut  it  flounders  about  in  my  bauds,  and  ovcr- 
powera  mc.     I  bavo  also  written  a  preface  and  uot^-s  (for 
I,  too,  will  tw  an  editor)  for  a  little  book  which  a  very 
^^ottby  oountrj'woraan  of  mine  is  going  to  publish,  —  Mrs. 
^Bcadbeat^r,   granddaughter  to   Burke's   lii'st   pi-eeeptnr. 
^Hbe  b  poor.     She  has  behaved  most  haudsoniely  niKtut 
WmBme  letttfrs  of  Bnike's  to  her  grandfather  and  herself. 
It  wfial'l  have  lieen  advantageous  to  her  lo  publish  them  ; 
bot,  w  Mrs.  Burke  (Heaven  knows  why)  ulijeelcd,  she 
dMistf).     The  Bishop  of  Meath   afterwards  persuaded 
lint,  [tiirke  tlint  the  letters  would  he  highly  boiioiahle  lo 
fiarke's  memory,  and  Mrs.  Burke  retracted,  and  gave  her 
permtBsioD :  but  Mrs.  Leadljeater.  wlio  is  a  very  serupu- 
loiii  ijouker,  conceived  that,  having  oucefri/mw«/  not  to 
[^iMinii  tlipui  during  Mrs,  Burke's  life,  slie  should  not 
l<n-a\  ihi«  promise.    This  is,  perhaiis,  a  foolish  delicacy, 
Int  it  u  a  fault  on  the  right  side.     The  Ixiok  she  is  now 
piintrto  [wtdish.  "Cottj^e  Dialogues,"  will  tie,  I  hope, 
fir  Ireland  what  the  "  CotUi^ers  of  Glenburuie"  are  for 
-    ■  ii.i,  — minus  the  humor  of  the  cottagers.     1  do  not 
I  i»  say  that  the  dialogues  are  equal  in  humor  or 
;  u<  Mrs.  Hamilton's  book,  but  I  think  they  will  do 

•e  Tt!ui-)i  j^ood  in  this  country  as  hers  did  in  .Scotland, 
lad  tlicy  ^\vv  sut-h  an  excellent  picture  of  the  modes  of 
IMflp  of  the  lower  Irish,  that  I  am  m  hopes  they  will 
tatervst  m  Euglaud.     Of  this  she,  poor,  modest,  simple 
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taro,  hail  not  the  least  hope  or  idea,  till  we  migi 
W(i  took  her  M-SS.  out  of  the  bonds  of  a.a  Irisb  p 
li  our  excellent  frieuU'a  woitliy  Bucc*«aor  ia  S 
Paul's  ChurRbyanl  biut.  ou  our  ruouiuineuiiaticm,  ogn: 
to  jiiiblisli  it  fur  licr.  Stie  acLi'iits  from  lue  n  prefaci:  a 
nuttw  for  tbe  mere  Eitglish  reader. 

Adieu,  iny  dear  Mrs.  BArbaald,  al)n]|Aly,  Imt  moi 
einot-rely  and  affectionat^rly. 

Your  obliged, 

Maria  Edoewori 


Maria  mentioned  tliis  kind  act  of  hers  in  the  raosr 
modcet  way  to  Mrs.  Barbauld,  with  "  I,  too,  will  be 
an  editor."  She  waa  "hard  at  work  on  Mrs.  Lead- 
beater.     I  am  afraid  my  notes  are  rubbish." 

Mrs.  Leadbeater  trusted  entirely  to  the  successors 
of  Mr.  JiilitiKon,  and  was  most  kindly  treated  by  them. 
Maria  and  lior  father  were  mutli  gratified  by  their  coq- 
dm-t.  The  following  letter  of  Mr.  Edgeworth,  thank- 
ing them,  showa  how  much  Maria  appreciated  this. 

Mr  iiF.AB  Gestlemex,  —  I  have  just  heanl  your  lett 
to  Mrs.   lA'iidtrauter  read  by  one  wbo  dropped   tears 
pleasure,  from  a  sense  of  your  generous  and  haudsonw' 
conduct.     I  take  great  pleasure  iu  si^eaking  of  you  to  tbe 
rpst  of  tile  world  as  you  desen-e,  and  1  cannot  refrain 
from  e.xpressing  to  yourselves  tbe  genulue  esteem  that 
ftH'l  for  you.     I  know  that  this  direct  praise  ia  seal 
allowable ;  but  my  advanced  age,  and  my  cloac  couue< 
with  you,  must  bo  my  catcuse. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  L.  1 


EnOKWfnTnsTOWN,  May  31,  1811. 

(Mj  Ot>ili  biniiday.} 
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This  autumn  the  famous  theatricals  took  place 
at  Kilkenny.  Maria,  with  her  father  and  mother, 
attended  them.  She  enjoyed  as  much  the  celebrated 
people  who  attended  them,  as  the  plays.  At  the 
castle  of  Kilkenny,  the  head  of  the  Butlers  held 
splendid  entertainments  in  old  Irish  style.  Private 
theatricals  were  greatly  in  vogue  in  Ireland  during 
the  early  part  of  the  century.  The  princely  mansion 
of  Carton,  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  was  one 
of  the  places  where  the  beauty  and  brilliancy  of  the 
nobility  appeared  on  the  board.  Lord  Charlemont, 
Lady  Louisa  Conolly  (aunt  of  the  Napiers),  the  Coun- 
tess of  Brandon,  Lady  Rachel  Macdonald,  Countess 
Kildare,  Viscount  Powerscourt,  Henry  Gmttan,  and 
others  took  part.  "  The  Beggar's  Opera ''  was  there 
performed  with  fine  effect.  At  the  Latouches,  at 
Lord  O'Neiirs,  at  the  Marquis  of  Ely's  (where  the 
name  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  is  on  the  bills), 
at  Lord  Grandison's,  at  Dromana  in  Waterford, 
where  the  name  of  Prince  William  Henry  (after 
William  IV.)  is  found,  there  were  gay  and  lively 
theatrical  performances. 

Of  all  the  Irish  plays,  those  of  Kilkenny  Castle 
were  the  most  noted. 

"In  the  company  were  Tom  Moore;  Wilson  Croker, 
who  wrote  some  charming  ballads  for  them  ;  Chief-Justice 
Bushe ;  the  Bishop  of  Meath ;  Sir  Philip  Crampton,  the 
celebrated  surgeon  ;  Sir  Wrixon  Beecher  and  Miss  O'Neill, 
who  afterward  became  his  wife.  Kilkenny,  during  the 
theatrical  season,  saw  a  vast  assemblage  of  rank  and 
talent.  The  streets  of  that  now  deserted  city  were 
thronged  with  chariots  and  horses,  and  parties  of  ladies 
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lidiDg  on  lioraeback.  Assembling  from  all  ports  of  Ir&« 
land,  there  was  great  eagerneaa  among  the  gentry  to 
become  acquainted  with  one  another ;  and  curiosity  was 
always  restrained  to  learn  tbo  names  and  hbtories  of  all 
the  remarkable  and  interesting  charaeters.  .  .  .  Cramp- 
ton  was  considered  the  best  Sir  Lucius  0' Trigger  seen  OB 
the  stage ;  but  Mr.  Corry,  who  was  grand-unele  of  Lord 
Rowtou,  Lord  Be  aeons  fiet  d 's  eccretnry  and  friend,  was 
the  star  of  the  company,  the  moat  familiar  with  stage 
manners,  and  most  natural  in  bis  by-play.  Then,  liov 
many  associations  rise  to  the  mind  at  the  name  of  Moure  I 
At  llie  time  lie  took  an  active  part  in  the  Kilkenny  tlieat-, 
ricals,  he  was  at  tlie  very  height  of  his  soeial  powers, 
though  not  of  his  literal^  fame ;  and  probably  only  tin 
who  knew  Moore  as  he  appeared  in  the  Kilkenny  cotnpan; 
are  quulilied  to  Judge  of  the  full  extent  of  them.  ThAl 
vivacity  and  archness  of  bis  manner,  the  ease  and  gri 
of  his  humor,  and  the  natural  sweetness  of  his  voicSj 
charmed  every  one.  He  contributed  two  prologues  to 
plays  of  Kilkenny.  The  last  time  Miss  O'Neill  pla; 
with  tiie  company  was  in  IttlO,  when  she  played 
mona;  her  future  husband.  Sir  Wrixon  Beecher,  plaj 
logo.  Never  was  there  seen  such  impersonation  befoi 
or  since. ' ' 

In    Moore's    diaries    he    describes    Mrs.   Lefanu,'! 
Sheridan's  sister,  and  then  tells  how  he  took  parif.l 
in   aome   plays  where   she   performed.     He  was   ' 
Bpeak  the  epilogue  to  "A  Squeeze  to  St.  Paul's;' 
and,  when  the  time  came  for  "  Master  Moore's  "  [ 
formanee,  be  was   found   nearly  asleep   behind 
eceues,  beiug  but  eleven  years  old  at  this  time. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

A  Visit  to  Dublin.— Church-Spire  Building.  — "Patrona^." — 
"The  Absentee."  — Raising  of  the  Spire  constructed  by  Mr 
Edgeworth.  —  Maria  makes  Visits  in  Ireland.  — 1813,  the  Edge- 
worths  make  a  Visit  to  London. — Enthusiastic  Reception  of 
Maria.  —  She  makes  many  New  Friends.  —  Misses  Mme.  de  Stacl. 
— The  Party  travel  through  England  before  they  return  to  Ire- 
land. —  Sir  James  Mackintosh. 

In  November  of  1810  Maria,  with  her  father,  Mrs. 
Edgeworth,  and  some  of  the  family,  went  to  Dublin 
to  attend  the  lectures  of  Humphry  Davy.  These 
lectures  were  very  interesting  to  Maria,  and  con- 
firmed her  high  idea  of  his  talents,  which  she  formed 
many  years  before  tliis  time,  when  she  first  met  him 
at  Bristol.  On  tliis  occasion  they  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  several  eminent  people.  Solicitor-General 
Bushe,  and  his  brother-in-law.  Sir  Philip  Crampton, 
they  had  met  before,  but  became  quite  intimate  with 
them  after  this  visit  to  Dublin.  They  also  made 
the  acquaintance,  which  ripened  later  into  an  inti- 
macy, of  Mr.  Romney  Robinson,  then  a  very  young 
man,  just  beginning  his  career  of  astronomer  at  the 
observatory,  with  Dr.  Brinkley. 

In  1811  Mr.  Edgeworth  was  busily  engaged  on 
the  plan  and  construction  of  a  spire  for  the  church 
in  Edgeworthstown. 

Maria  had  an  odd  letter,  in  1811,  from  some  young 
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time.  When  she  thought  of  sending  the  play  to 
Sheridan,  the  family  copied  it  for  her,  each  taking  a 
certain  part ;  and,  by  working  very  late,  the  perfect 
copy  was  finished  in  one  evening.  This  little  play 
was  afterwards  made  the  groundwork  of  the  story 
known  as  "The  Absentee."  The  idea  of  an  Irish 
absentee  family  living  in  London  had  originally 
formed  part  of  "Patronage."  The  absentees  were 
patients  of  Dr.  Percy. 

"Patronage"  was  at  first  intended  to  form  part 
of  a  second  series  of  "Fashionable  Tales,"  with 
*'  Vivian,"  and  "  Emilie  de  Coulanges ; "  but  finding 
that  she  could  not  possibly  complete  this  story  in 
two  volumes,  and  as  Mr.  Miles  was  anxious  to  pub- 
lish the  second  set  of  "  Tales  "  early  in  the  ensuing 
year,  Maria  again  laid  aside  "  Patronage ; "  and,  using 
the  sub-plot  of  the  Irish  absentee  family,  she  made 
"The  Absentee."  "The  Absentee"  formed  a  vol- 
ume and  a  half  of  the  second  set  of  "  Tales."  Ma- 
ria liked  the  story  very  much,  after  she  really  prepared 
the  plan  of  it.  She  changed  the  name  of  Tipperary 
to  Clonbrony,  for  cei*tain  reasons  of  her  own.  The 
famous  letter  of  Larry,  the  postilion,  which  ends 
"The  Absentee,"  is  unrivalled  as  a  specimen  of 
Irish  wit.  Lord  Jeffrey  said  of  the  epistle  of  Larry 
Brady,  the  good-natured  post-boy,  to  his  brother, 
giving  an  account  of  the  return  of  the  family  to 
Clonbrony,  — 

**  If  Miss  Edgeworth  had  never  written  any  other 
thing,  this  one  letter  must  have  placed  her  at  the  very 
top  of  our  scale  as  an  observer  of  character,  and  a  mis- 
tress of  the  simple  pathetic." 
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We  have  somewhat  anticipated  events  in  speaU 
of  the  end  of  "The  Absentee,"  and  must  return^ 
the  summer  of  1811.  Mr.  Davy  made  another  i 
to  Edge wortlitit own  on  his  way  to  Conncmara  1 
Kcason,  "fur  he  was  a  little  mad  about  flfihiaj 
Miiria  found  hiin  "fidl  of  entertainment  and  \ 
formation,  as  usual." 

Maria  watched  with  interest  the  approaching  | 
fection  of  the  apire.     She  describes  the  trial  of  it-^ 
July,  when,  a  sigual  being  given,  "the  four  men, 
the  corner  capstans  work  the  windlass ;  and,  in  a  fi 
momenta,  with   a   slow,  majestic   motion,  the   : 
begins   to   ascend.     Its  gilt  ball  and  arrow  glJC 
higher  and  higher  in  the  sun,  and  its  iron  ske)e4 
rises  by  beautiful  degrees,  till,  in  twelve  minutes  a 
a  half,  its  whole  tram-parent  form  is  high  in  air,  4 
stands  composed  and  sublime  in  its  destined  sill 
tion."     On  the  10th  of  September  tlie  final  osQI 
of  this  spire  was  made,  in  the  presence  of  a  1 
assemblage  of  friends  and  relatives.     The  comp( 
included,  according  to  their  old  servant  Jack  1 
gau's  "triumphant  calculations,  five  lords  and  1 
nets."     This  piece  of  work  was  coheidered  woi 
of  a  description  in  "Nicholson's  Journal,"  a  sc3 
tific  work  of  the  day.     The  spire  was  standing'  i 
safety  within  a  decade,  unshaken  by  the  sttn 
many  years. 

Maria  wrote  the  following  interesting  acconn 
the   preparation  of  the  ascent,  and  the  day.  VVB 
follows :  — 

"In   the  year  1811  my  fatlier  was  occupied  V^i  I 
structing,  upon  a  p!au  of  liU  own  invenlioo,  a.  &^iit 
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the  church  of  Edgeworthstown.  This  spire  was  formed 
of  a  skeleton  of  iron,  covered  with  slates,  painted  and 
winded  to  resemble  Portland  stone.  It  was  put  together 
on  the  ground,  within  the  tower  of  the  church  ;  and,  when 
finished,  it  was  to  be  drawn  up  at  once,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  counterbalancing  weights,  to  the  top  of  the  tower, 
and  there  to  be  fixed  in  its  place. 

"  The  novelty  of  the  construction  of  this  spire,  even 
in  this  its  first  skeleton  state,  excited  attention ;  and  as 
it  drew  towards  its  completion,  and  near  the  moment 
when,  with  its  covering  of  slates,  altogether  amounting 
to  many  tons'  weight,  it  was  to  move,  or  not  to  move, 
fifty  feet  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  every- 
body in  the  neighborhood,  forming  different  opinions  of 
the  probalnlity  of  its  success  or  failure,  became  interested 
in  the  event. 

''  Several  friends  and  acquaintance,  in  our  own  and 
from  adjoining  counties,  came  to  see  it  drawn  up.  For- 
tunately it  happened  to  be  a  very  fine  autumnal  day ;  and 
the  groups  of  spectators  of  different  ranks  and  ages, 
assembled  and  waiting  in  silent  expectation,  gave  a  pic- 
turesque effect  to  the  whole.  A  bugle  sounded,  as  the 
signal  for  ascent.  The  top  of  the  spire,  appearing 
through  the  tower  of  the  church,  began  to  move  upward : 
its  gilt  ball  and  arrow  glittered  in  the  sun,  while,  with 
motion  that  was  scarcely  perceptible,  it  rose  majestically. 
Not  a  word  nor  interjection  was  uttered  by  any,  even  of 
the  men  who  worked  the  windlass  at  the  top  of  the 
tower. 

''It  reached  its  destined  station  in  eighteen  minutes; 
and  then  a  flag  streamed  from  its  summit,  and  gave  notice 
that  all  was  safe.  Not  the  slightest  accident  or  difficulty 
occurred.  The  conduct  of  the  whole  had  been  trusted  to 
my  brother  William  (the  civil  engineer)  ;  and  the  first 
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vordB  my  father  said,  when  he  was  congnituUted  apod  I 
tlie  success  or  thi>  work,  were,  that  hie  son's  elea(linr9M<a 
gave  him  inflaitely  more  satisfaetion  than  he  could  fMl  \ 
from  the  Bucceaa  of  any  iuveuliou  of  his  own, 

"  The  spire  was  well  eecuied,  and  prot'ided  with  a  c 
duetor  before  he  left  the  place.  This  prove<l  a  wise  i 
cnutiou ;  for  that  very  creiiiug.  the  weather  cbang 
suddenly,  a  storm  of  wind,  thunder,  and  lightning  laste 
during  the  ni^ht.  In  the  niomiug  the  first  thing  of  « 
we  thought,  the  flret  point  to  whieli  we  looked,  was 
spire ;  but  my  father  had  not  heeu  ansious,  ami  ex 
ence  has  hitherto  justified  his  couQdencc.  In  thirty-l;' 
years  sinoe  its  erection,  no  change  has  l>een  pcrccptibl4s  ii 
the  jterpenilicularity  of  this  spire;  though  the  slights 
alteration  would  have  been  detected,  as,  l»y  a  t 
coineidenee,  the  spindle  of  the  weathercock  was  prvcbi 
in  the  plane  of  a  vertical  wire  of  the  transit  inst 
the  observatory  in  our  bouse." 

Spires  of  similar   construction  were   erected  i 
Cork  aud  Emiiskillen  after  this. 

The  following  little  extract  from  Hall's  "  Travels 
in  Ireland  "  will  be  of  interest  to  tlie  reader  as  giv- 
ing a  glimpse  of  home  life :  — 

'•From  none  to  whom  I  had  been  introdoced, 
meet  a  more  hospitable  reception  than  from  Mr.  E<I^ 
worth  of  Edgeworthstown,  of  whom,  and  his  t 
Maria,  to  whom  1  had  also  a  letter  of  introduction,  I  t 
heard  and  read  so  much.  As  the  covetous  man  rejoicA 
in  tlie  prospeet  of  adding  to  his  stores,  and  the  pious  n 
at  the  prospect  of  those  meetings  where  the  Are  of  ctcn 
tiou  will  ho  made  to  burn  more  purely,  in  hopes  of  | 
feast  of  reason  and  the  Bow  of  aonU,  I  approached  I 
wurthstown,  so  much  of  late  the  abode  of  the  Uusts. 
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• 

'^  Mr.  Edgeworth  and  his  daughter,  being  about  to  take 
an  airing  in  the  carriage  when  I  called,  which  was  soon 
after  breakfast,  and  a  very  fine  day,  asked  me  to  accom- 
pany them ;  to  which  I  readily  assented,  and  was  much 
pleased  with  their  remarks  on  the  objects  which  occurred 
in  the  course  of  our  ride. 

"  When  we  returned  from  our  ride,  I  found  the  rector  of 
the  parish,  the  Roman-Catholic  priest,  and  the  Presbyte- 
rian clergyman  had  been  invited  to  dine ;  and,  that  there 
might  be  no  preference  shown  to  one  clergyman  before 
another  at  dinner,  Mr.  Edgeworth  said  grace  himself.  In 
this  hospitable  mansion,  the  favorite  abode  of  the  Muses, 
the  rendezvous  of  the  wise  and  good,  Papists  and  Prot- 
estants agree.  Miss  Edgeworth  joined  in  the  conversa- 
tion ;  and,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  the  author  of  '  Castle 
Rackrent,'  'Irish  Bulls,'  'The  Absentee,'  etc.,  ser\'ed 
much  to  enliven  and  inform  it.  I  had  heard  much  of  Miss 
Edgeworth,  and  knew  that  she  and  her  father  had  taken 
an  extensive  view  of  the  vast  edifice  of  human  knowledge, 
but  found  that  not  one-half  of  her  numerous  amiable  ac- 
complishments had  been  told  me.  Of  her  it  may  be  said : 
*Omne  quod  tetigit  omavit.' 

'*When  I  mentioned,  that  having  orreries,  armillary 
spheres,  globes,  and  the  apparatus  necessary  for  giving 
some  idea  of  the  various  branches  of  experimental  philos- 
ophy, various  persons  are  employed  in  giving  lessons  on 
these  subjects  at  ladies*  boarding-schools,  Miss  Edge- 
worth  seemed  not  displeased,  as  she  and  her  father,  in 
their  '  Letters  on  Education,*  had  recommended  something 
of  the  kind. 

''  As  Mr.  Edgeworth's  children  are  all  instructed  at  home, 
the  system  of  education  recommended  to  others  is  prac- 
tised in  his  own  family.  I  observed  three  of  his  daughters, 
fine  little  girls,  busily  employed  in  sewing  a  covering  of 
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patches  of  various  colore  for  a  poor  family  in  the  vicinity, 
who  liail  once  Ix^cu  servauts  in  the  tiouse.  As  soon  us 
the  wuric  slioulil  be  finished,  the  girls  were  theoiBelvi's  to. 
mnke  the  present ;  aniJ  to  this  period  I  found  them  loolcing>| 
forward  with  more  than  ordinary  pleasure. 

"The  childR'n  are  never  long  confiDixlat  one  time, 
hours  lH3itig  sjwnt  alt«rnntely  in  dillgenco  an<]  play, 
deed,  children  nbould  seldom  be  idle,  but  constantly 
ployed  in  exercising  either  the  mind  or  body. 

"  WTialever  he  the  result  of  tiie  system  of  educatlou 
which  Mr.  Etlgeworth  and  liia  daughter  have  recomiiieudeil, 
I  must  say  1  never  saw  sueh  inorlca  of  filial  n^;]inl,  pariwl 
affection,  and  domestie  happiness  as  at  this  house. 
reside  at  it,  is  to  see  almost  i-eulized  sucli  scenes  of 
piucss  as  nowhere  exist,  but  arc  sometimea  presented 
the  descriptions  of  enchanted  castles.     Miss  Edgewortli 
none  of  tliose,  as  some  would  malte  us  l>elieve,  who 
merely  for  bread ;  she  tiaving  an  independent  fortuae. 
Bides  what  she  must  now  make  by  the  rapid  sale  of 
works.     By   such   liooks   as   those  of   Miss    Eilgewi 
booksellers  fatten,  and  men  are  made  wiser  and  licti 
It  is  needless  to  mention  that  Mrs.  Edgeworth  is  also; 
successful  autlior,  having  pubhalied  the  novel, 
you  choose  to  call  it,  '  The  Good  Wife.'  " 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Davy  to  the  celebrated  Mh 
Apieece,  in  1812,  brought  forth  many  boa  vtota  { 
society.     One  of  these  was  quoted  by  Maria : 

"  To  the  fanitd  widow  vRinly  bow 

Cliurcii,  army,  bar,  and  iiovy. 

Says  alitt,  'I  dare  not  take  a.  vow, 

Itut  I  will  taJce  my  Davy.'  " 

Another  good  one  she  ineuUoued :  — 


"  For  many  tnon  have  often  eeen 
Their  taJenU  Qnderrated ; 
But  Davy  onns  that  his  have  been 
Duly  Appreeciated." 

"  The  Absentee  "  was  finished  in  July  of  1812,  and 
fsria  dt  once  resumed  "  Patronage." 
in  the  ttutiunii  of  this  year  Mr.  Edgeworth  made 
I  ndditiuQ  of  a  bow-window  to  the  little  bedroom 
rays  used  by  Maria ;  aud  she  enjoyed  this  very 
inch,  an  it  gave  her  a  better  view  of  bur  garden. 
,  Uaria  made  some  visits  during  ibis  y^'ar  to  her 
ietuii  at  Black  Castli?  and  Pakeiibimi  Hall.  Loi-d 
Longford  liad  a  good  story  from  Col.  Hercules 
^■kKnliam,  which  is  worth  repeating  as  be  told  it  to 
Uvu:  — 

"  Al  the  Biege  of  Badajos,  as  he  waa  walking  witb  an 
(ligliuvr,  a  bomb  whizzed  over  their  Leads,  and  fell  among 
tbt  soldiers :  aiit)  as  they  were  carrying  oS  the  wounded, 
^»n  the  colonel  exiiressed  some  regret,  tbi>  engineer  said, 
'1  wonder  you  have  not  8t*'eled  your  mind  to  theM 
toga.  These  men  are  carried  to  the  hospital,  and 
f^n»  rom«  in  their  place.     Let  ns  go  to  the  depot,' 

"  Here  tlio  engineer  had  hJa  wheelbarrows  all  laid  out  in 
^  onler,  and  hia  pickaxes  arranged  in  stars  and  various 
*S>»!  bat.  jnat  as  they  were  leaving  the  ih'jHit,  a  Ixinib 
™n  in  the  midat  of  them.  'Oh,  heavenly  powers,  my 
(Wis!  ■  cried  the  engineer  ia  despair." 

[ToMra.  Iiichbald.J 

Eboewobtustowx.  Sept,  la,  1812. 
Thn  heat  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  Mrs.   Inihliald.  for 
Jnt  h'tler  would  be  M   have  seen   how    niiii'h    ]>lea!>ure 
Irtler  gave  lo  lUis  whole  family,  —  father,  tnotlicr, 
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lirollier,  Bister,  author !     Tbe  strength  and  originality  < 
your  tboiights    and   expressions   distinguish  your  tttta 
from  all  we  receive ;  and  when  we  compared  it  with  ( 
from  Waltor  Scott,  received  nearly  at  tlie  same  tiTne,  i 
read  both  letters  again  to  determine  which  we  liked  t 
upon  the  whole  the  preference  wna  given,  I  tbiiik,  by  t| 
whole  breakfaatrtablo  (a  fuU  jury)  to  Mrs.  lDcbbald-|j 
Now,  I  must  assure  you,  that,  aa  to  quantity  of  pro 
I  believe  Scott  far  eseeciled  you ;  and  ns  lo  quality,  fef 
elegance  none  can  exceed  him ;  but  still,  in  Mrs.  Inch- 
bald's  letter  there  was  an  iudcflnable  origiuuUly,  and  a 
carelessness  about  her  own  authorship,  and    s 
Bjinpatliy,  both  for  the  fictitious  characters  of  which  t 
bad  Ijccn  reading,   and  for  that  Waria   Edgeworth  '. 
whom  she  was  writing,  as  carried  away  all  suffrage, 
particularly  like  the  frankness  with  which  you  ISud  1 
and  say  such  and  such  a  stide  triek  was  unworthy  of  i 
None  but  a  writer  who  has  herself  excelled  could,  i 
did,  feel  aud  allow  for  the  difBculties  iu  eoniposiUon :  ( 
could  any  other  so  well  jndge  where  1  was  wrong  or  r 
in  dilating  or  suppressing.     I  am  glad  yon  trt^aibW  lai 
I  should  liave  produced  old  Reynolds   again.     Most  oi 
those  who  have  mentioned  him  to  me  have  regretted  that 
they  did  not  see  moi'e  of  him,  aud  have  longed  to  hare 
heard  of  his  meeting  with  his  daughter. 

11  is  of  great  use  as  well  as  delight  to  ua  to  see  I 
thing  we  wi'ite  triwl  u[)ou  such  a  |M?reon  aa  you,  who  1 
and  can  do  what  so  few  have  either  the  power  or  c 
age  to  attempt,  —  tell  the  impression  i-eally  made  U|>oii  tl 
feelings,  and  [Mtiut  out  the  causes  of  those  impr 

I  do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  saying  Uiat  ( 
eeusible  mother  is  like  Lady  Mary  Vivian  :  you  t 
quested  to  explain.     I  wish  I  could  find  aoy  exou 
heggiii§  another  letter  from  you. 
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Prrtap*  we  shall,  as  we  at  present  intend,  bo  in  Lon- 
doo  n«xt  spring. 

L(w*  ni^ht  my  father  and  I  were  numlieriiig  the  people 
iw  BbouUI  wish  to  Bee.  Our  list  is  not  very  numerous, 
bat  Mrs.  Iiichl>ald  is  ouc  of  tlie  Brat  persons  we  at  the 
nroe  moment  eagerly  Domed.     Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear 


X  obliged  and  grateful 

Maria  EiHiEWORrn. 


Maria  Iiad  as  excursion  in  October  of  thiu  year  to 
Dublin,  witb  tiome  of  tlie  family,  where  they  wit- 
ttewed  with  intereBt  a  balloon  a 


[To  Mr».  Incbbald.] 
Mi  dear  Mrs.  Isciibald,  —  Your  letters,  like  your 
fcook*.  nm  eo  original,  so  interesting,  and  give  me  so 
nod)  tlie  idea  of  truth  and  reality,  that  I  am  the  more 
dairous  to  be  persouiilly  aequaintcd  with  you;  and  in 
tti»  wiili  I  am  most  heartily  joined  by  Mrs.  Edgewortb, 
•  ponou  whom,  though  you  have  not  seen  in  print,  you 
*tiiilj,  I'll  answer  for  it,  like  I>ctler  than  any  ooe  author 
^  lutliorc»9  of  your  ac-rpinintaDee,  as  I  do,  my  father 
*'y  rxeeptcd:  for  furthpr  jMirlieulars,  inquire  of  S.  E. 
^e  nijoico  most  esccediogly  that  you  like  Inm,  and  arc 
••ire  that  the  deejwr  you  go  into  his  eharacl«r,  the  I>ett«r 
a<rill  suit  you.  I  wish  you  would  try  what  Edgewortha- 
Iwii  could  do  to  excih?  agreeable  emotions  iu  your  mmd. 
l'l«iB  yuur  own  prineiple,  the  aea  would  be  ad  good  for 
yen  M  a  frM>  or  a  high  wind.  Danger  tlicre  is  none,  — 
ttwpt  in  the  imagination,  —  not  even  to  create  a  aensa- 
UoB.  Scn-iickn«3  is  over  in  a  few  hours ;  and  my 
btlirr.  who  is  more  seu-sick  than  most  people,  bid  me 
tail  you  Ju«t  now,  as  he  got  on  horseback,  that  ^-on  are  ft 
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goose  if  you  don't  come  to  us.    How  dare  I  write  sadl 
word?    But  I  wish  jou  to  know  my  father  and  all  < 
jaat  as  we  are.     If  you  will  oblige  as,  cooault  Snoyd,  i 
he  will  show  you  how  very  easily  the  jouruey  oud  voyaf 
could  be  arranged. 

There  are  some  authors  whose  books  make  so  mnrh  t 
beat  part  of  them,  that  one  can  think  of  nothiug  e 
writing  to  tlicm:  but  iu  writing  to  Mrs.  Incbbald,  I  i 
at  this  moment  think  of  nothing  but  the  wish  to  see  h 
and  to  enjoy  her  society. 

Tours  sincerely, 

Maiua  Edgewobi 

I  remember  once,  when  I  had  gone  on  a  wti.t>-goc 
cbiise  to  a  friend's  house,  wbo  turned  out  to  be  a  Unc 
instead  of  a  friend,  I  was  just  in  the  solitary,  m 
state  you  describe ;  and  I  used  to  feel  relieved  an<i  g 
when  the  tea-urn  came  into  the  silent  room,  to  give  i 
sensation  by  the  sound  of  \\s  boiling. 

"  Patronage  "  was  all  ready  for  publication  eail 
in  1813 ;  but,  as  Mr.  Edgeworth  had  [ilannetl  a  vii 
to  England  in  the  spring,  it  was  decided  to  delay  fl 
appearance  till  after  they  had  returned  to  Irelaud.  J 

Maria   was   charmed   with   "  Rokeby,"  and,  f 
reading  it  with  interest,  made   the   following 
ment  on  it:  — 

"'Rokeby'  is,  in  my  opinion, — and  let  every  i 
apeak  for  themselves,  —  most  beautiful  poetry.  I  I" 
better,  think  it  more  universal  style  of  poetry  ttiiui  hi 
yet  produced,  though  not  altogether  perfect  of  its  kit 

This  criticism  does  more  credit  to   Marift*8   ui 
pendeuce  of  judgment  than  to  her  poetical  t^uto. 
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■  TTie  last  of  March,  1813,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgeworth 

1  Mahu  left  their  home  for  EugUad-    They  did 

"not  huny  to  London,  but  made  several  little  visita 

on  their  way  thither-    They  saw  Mr.  Roscoe  at  hia 

bomo  near  Liverpool,  Allerton  Hall. 

"  He  ia  a  benevolent,  cb(>crful,  gcatlemanlikc  old  mnn 
[wrote  Maria  of  the  historian  of  the  De  MedicUj.  tall, 
Beltber  Ibio  nor  fat,  thick  gray  hair.  He  made  what 
•eeniixl  to  mc  n  new  and  just  observation,  that  writura  of 
■ecoDibuy  ponrors,  when  they  are  to  reprvseut  eitber  ob- 
JecOt  of  Dature,  or  feelings  of  tbe  human  mind,  always 
be^a  by  a  simile.  They  tell  you  what  it  is  like,  not  what 
Hi*.'- 

They  risited  the  Hollands  at  Kentsford,  and  saw 
Dr.  Forrier  and  his  daughter  at  Manchester,  Maria 
tell*  a  good  story  of  Dr.  Holland  when  he  was  a 
little  boy. 

II«  wrutc  a  letter,  when  he  was  six  years  old,  to 
Un  king. 

"His  father  fonnd  bim  going  with  it  to  tbe  post.  This 
l*ef  wa«  an  offvr  from  Master  Holland  to  raise  a  regi- 
"'iil.  fie  and  sorao  of  his  little  comrades  bad  got  a 
^a  Mil  dag.  and  used  to  go  Uiroiigb  tbe  nitinual  I'xcr- 
''•a.  ll  was  a  pily  the  letter  did  not  reach  the  king :  be 
*<>iild  have  been  delighted  with  it. 

Tliey  made  a  delightful  visit  at  the  Stnitts  of 
Dniiy,  the  great  cotton  manufacturers,  who  enter- 
tiined  much.  Tom  Moore  jnst  missed  them:  he 
Tili-s,  they  "were  our  predecessors  at  this  house." 
IVjr  also  went  to  Bj-rkeley  Lodge,  the  home  of  Mr. 
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Sneyd,  neai'  Derby,  and  visited  the  Priory,  and  Mrs. 
Darwin  and  her  daughters.  Then  they  went  to  Cao^ 
bridge,  and  saw  the  college-huildinga  and  some  \ 
the  professors,  enjoying  the  fine  architectnre  and  B 
scholarly  repose  of  the  place.  Ou  the  way  Maria,j 
waa  her  custom  in  the  course  of  a  lung  journey,  reaj 
and  Miss  Austen's  "Pride  and  Prejudice  "  was  I 
book.  She  had  the  capacity  of  receiving  great  pifli 
lire  from  the  writings  of  others ;  rather  an  unusn 
one  for  one  who  wrote  so  much.  She  names  r 
as  her  greatest  pleasure  always,  and  haa  a  kic 
word  for  each  new  aspirant  for  literary 
ors. 

They  reached  London  early  in  the  "  season," 
found  themselves  most  cordially  welcomed  by  I 
fashion  and  culture  of  the  London  world.  Lonq 
society  was  then  more  centred  and  concentrati 
The  great  metropolis  had  not  swallowed  its  subun 
and  as  yet  there  was  a  unity,  a  centrahzation.  of  I 
social  forces  of  the  best  literary  and  aristocn 
elements.  Now  London  is  too  vast,  too  full  of  s 
to  afford  to  any  one  observer  the  possibility  of  eng 
ing  more  than  a  passing  view  of  the  panorama  of  T 
social  life.  When  the  Edgeworths  visited  it  in  183 
the  attractions  of  London  were  not  so  diffu&cd.J 
broken  up ;  and  they  found  themselves  for  a  1 
weeks  the  very  centre  of  attention  and  inlere^ 

This   love   of   London   people,   like   that   of   i 
Athenians,  for  a  new  thing  has  long  been  noticed  i 
literary  people.     Sir  Walter  Scott  said  of  this  j 
ior  passion  for  novelty  in  1806, — 


^agood  D&me  waa  in  Jernsalem,  a  known  name 
i  In  Loodou.  It  you  are  celubratod  for  writr 
I  or  for  slicing  cucumbers,  for  t>eiDg  two  feet 
taller  ur  two  feot  load  Uiau  otLer  lii|>e<ls,  for  at^ting  plaja 
when  you  sliuuM  Ite  wbippt-d  at  bcIidoI,'  or  for  attending 
Whtiola  lud  iuslitutions  whfti  you  alionld  be  preparing 
i  for  yonr  grave,  —  your  name  not  only  becomea  n  talLsman 
I  — UfOi^eo  Sesame'  —  before  which  every  thing  gives 
way.  till  you  are  voted  a  bore,  and  discarded  for  a  new 
platthlDg." 

Yeiim  after  tliia  Scott  remarked,  "  Who  cares  for 
the  whii>ptfd  crcani  of  London  society?"  after  a 
diiimr  at  Lady  Davy's  to  meet  "  Lord  and  Lady 
l^usdownu  and  several  otlier  fine  folks." 

The  position  of  Miss  Edgeworth  could  not  be 
that  of  B  discarded  plaything :  she  was  to  take  and 
ktep  a  pvrmanent  place  in  the  hearts  of  many  friends 
iMile  on  thi^s  visit.  She  made  many  visits  in  Loa- 
000.  ftnd  the  tiame  good  friends  were  ever  ready  to 
•elcoine   her. 

Macauiay  bad  a  word  for  the  "llon-Iiunters"  when 
kesays. — 

"There  i§  nothing  more  pitiable  than  the  ex-lion  or 
tt-lioDeas.  London.  I  have  often  thought,  is  lilcc  the 
"fctrwi  In  the  '  Amtiinn  Nights,'  wlio.  by  some  mysteri- 
*  Uw,  cut  loi,-e  the  same  object  only  forty  days.  Dur- 
•Bf  furty  itays  she  Is  nil  fondni.«a :  na  soon  na  ihcy  are 
•II  over.  Nhit  not  only  discards  the  poor  fa\'orite,  but  tnnii 
'tin  bti>  Mintv  wrctdicd  shape,  — a  mangy  dog  or  s^tavioed 
toiv.  liow  innny  buodrmia  of  victims  have  undergone 
liiix  (ate  since  I  was  bom  I  " 

I  Miuler  Betty. 
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ThfTR  isagi'oat  deal  of  truth  in  this  nbaervatii 
of  Macaulay  j  forty  days  being  about  the  exteut 
time  which  would  be  allowed  the  lion  of  one  London 
season. 

Maiia  had  the  eolid  attractjona  which  gave  het 
Bupenority  over  the  transient  stars  of  tliia  firmi 
ment :  and  then,  too,  she  was  modest  and  tinexactinj 
London  society  hae,  however,  made  and  kept  mi 
favorites.     The  name  of  Samuel  Hogere  is  an  esi 
pie  of  this.     One  observer  said  of  his  reputation,  — - 

"This  eomcs  of  being  in  tlie  licst  society  in  Ix>ndoai  1 
What  Lad;  Jane  GrauviHe '  called  the  •  putronage  of  I 
fastiiou  '  can  do  be  much  for  a  middling  poet  as  for  tf 
plain  gill  like  Arntella  Falconer." 

Miss  Edgeworth  has  been  accused,  by  some  critio^J 
of  an  undue  partiality  to  the  pleasures  of  faiihioni 
ble  life :  why,  it  is  hard  to  imagine.  She  naturally  I 
saw  much  of  the  gay  world  during  her  various  visitaJ 
to  the  cities  of  Paris  and  London ;  hut  then,  toa*  1 
her  interest  was  as  much  excited  by  scientific  audi 
literary  people,  and  she  availed  herself  of  evei^l 
opportunity  for  study  and  examination  of  new  sciei 
tific  discoveries. 

Maria  found  herself  famous,  but  bore  all  the  attei 
tions  she  received  with  great  modesty.     Her  great|<  j 
est  jileasure  appears  to  have  been — amid  all  thBc4 
gayety  and  the  brilliancy  of  London  —  the  sight  oJFh 
her  father  honored  and  rcRpected  by  England's  great- 
est minds.     One  judges,  from  all  accounts,  thai  the 
worthy  gentleman  shone  with  the  reflected  brilliajicy 
1  Misg  Eil^eworlb'a  I'atrunage. 
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roww)  frora   tlio  fatae   of  liia  daughter's  gealuB. 
fsOenb  lie  bn<l  of  iiu  mean  order ;  but  the  truth  is 
ore  thau  evor  imiiresscd  upon  the  mind,  that  Mr. 
dgcwnnh  wtts  »oinewliat  of  a  bore. 
^fter  they  left  London  she  wrote,  — 

"Tlie  brilllaut  panorama  of  London  is  over;  and  I 
:ve  eojftyt^l  more  jilensure,  and  have  liml  more  amuse- 
U  tnfiiiiU'l^-  more,  Uiau  I  esjieoted,  and  rowived  more 
satioii,  more  kindness,  tliaa  I  could  have  thought  it 
r  pOBSlWe  would  ho  shown  to  me,  1  have  enjoymi  die 
W^lrt  of  Bering  my  father  esteemed  and  lioiiun-d  by 
tfc*  Iwt  Judges  in  England.  I  have  felt  the  phnsiirf  of 
•wdng  my  true  friend  and  nuitlicr  —  for  she  has  been  a 
Bother  to  me  —  opi'n-eialctl  In  the  beat  society  ;  and  now. 
wilh  (111-  fnlness  of  content,  I  return  home,  loving  my 
■•n  (fwntb  and  my  own  mode  of  life  preforaltly  to  oU 
'^hnn.  after  comparison  with  all  that  is  fim?  and  gay,  and 
■"iwiii  rare." 


Among  the  many  new  and  pleasant  actinaintance 

'"'J'^  by  Maria  in  the  delightful  visit  may  be  men- 

™nwl  tome  very  distinguished  people.     She  met.  for 

■ifrrt  time,  her  correspondent.  Mrs.  Inchbald.  and 

I  '^PJti  the  plea-sure  of  an  evening  at  the  great  Mrs. 

I  •wiw'e.     6ho  met  the  Miss  lierrys  of  Horace  Wal- 

I  Wfc  Lwiy  Crowe,   "who  still  has   the  rcmiiins   of 

I  ■■ell  Iwauty."     Miss  Catherine  Fanshawe  she  "par- 

[ftnltrly"  liked,— "she  has  delightful  t.ilents."     (Jf 

Mai  Uj-ntti  tthe  said,  "I  c:iiti  tell  you  only  this,  that 

a  appearance  is  nothing  that  yon  would  remark." 

Iltdyllyron  she  mentioned  as  "the  rharming,  well- 

lafaniied  daufjhter  of  Lady  Milbanke."     She  always 
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WK8  iotcrestef]  in  her,  and  Mr.  Ilnmcss   coru 
hev  a  good  friend  of  Lady  BjTon. 

The  kindness  of  Sir  Humphry  and  Lady  Davy 
was  very  agreeable  to  Miss  Edgewottli.  Oiie  greiit 
woman  she  desired  much  to  meet,  bnt  it  wns  not  to 
be.  "I  fear  Mme.  de  Staiil's  arrival  may  be  put  off 
till  after  wq  leave  town.  The  Edinburgh  review  of 
her  book  has  well  prepared  all  the  world  for  her*" 
she  wrote.  These  very  distinguished  women  were 
never  to  meet.  Apropos  of  this,  tliere  is  a  good 
story  Moore  tells:  — 

"  lu  talking  of  getting  into  awkward  scrapes  at  diu- 
ner-talilea,  Lady  Dtininore  mentioned  a  circuiii6tatkce  of 
the  kind,  in  wlilcli  Itogci-B  was  eonccrncd.  It  tros  at  the 
tiiav  when  Mme.  ile  Staiil  was  expected  In  London,  nnd 
BonielKKiy  at  taMe  (lUere  beiug  a  large  parly)  aakvd 
when  sin;  w:is  likely  to  arrive.  '  Not  till  Miss  Edgcwortb 
is  goQo,'  r(?plie(t  Itogcrs :  '  Mme.  de  Stacl  would  not  like 
two  stars  sliining  at  the  same  lime.*  The  words  woe 
hardly  out  of  his  mouth,  when  he  saw  a  gentleman  riae 
at  the  otlier  end  of  the  table,  and  say  in  a  solemn  tone, 
'Mine,  la  Baronne  de  Sta'el  est  incapable  d'une  telle  ba»- 
gesw.'  It  was  Auguste  de  Staul,  her  sou,  whom  1 
had  never  before  seen." 


I  Rosa 

T  in  Hot 


Lady  Elizabeth  Whitbread  became  a  devoted  t 
of  MiHB  Edgewortb ;  and  she  often  visited  her  ii 
own  home,  when  slie  was  in  London,  in  after-years. 
The  names  of  Miss  Fox,  Mrs.  Hope  (Lady  Hereft- 
ford),  Lady  Spencer,  Lady  Charlotte  Limbiay,  the 
Countess  of  Charlc\*ille,  Mrs.  Siddons,  may  lie  num- 
bered as  those  who  paid  Maria  distinguished  etmrltt; 
sy,  and  the  acquaintance  was  long  continued. 
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Wbilv  in  London  the  Princess  of  Wnloa  wished 
is  to  rUil  her.  Hhe  <li(l  not  like  to  do  so ;  and  Lady 
Tdlington  referretl  Llie  matter  to  Lady  Livrritool,  then 
xuklcred  the  beat  authority  on  such  mattera.  She  rulod 
»t  alie  might  decline  the  invitation  by  the  simple  foiin 
Ik  'Sorry  »he  can't  —  previous  engage uicut. '  " 

Of  one  of  the  new  friends  niadc  on  this  occaaioni, 
Huia  says,  — 

"Lady  Lnnsdowne,  tnking  in  heanty,  character,  con- 
vnution,  tAlcnts,  and  manners,  I  tlunk  siiiKiior  to  any 
J  iiavceeen;  pcrrectly  natural,  daring  to  be  her- 
•»I(,  grade,  BprigUUy.  amiable,  and  engaging." 

She  says  they  saw  "Lydia  White,  who  has  been 
^^"jrldnd  t«  us,  and  eager  to  bring  logetlier  people 
fiio  wouKI  suit  and  please  us ;  very  agreeable  dinner 
'  her  house ;  she  conducts  these  bd  etprit  parties 
^t  her  vivacity  breaks  through  the  constraints  of 
who  aland  upon  great  reputations,  and  aro 
"•id  of  committing  Uiemselves," 
There  was  n  dinner  at  Mr.  Homer's,  where  tho 
MgBirorths  had  quite  an  adventure  with  Dr.  Parr. 

*  WM  exceedingly  angry  with  the  party  for  delay- 
's the  dinner,  and  then  interrupting  it ;  and  finally 

•  •oded  by  giving  Maria  his  blessing.  They  spent 
*«y  at  Hanipstead  with  the  C'arrs,  old  friends  e£ 
■R.  Barbauld.  They  also  saw  Mrs.  Barbuuld  bra- 
*^in  her  own  qniet  home  at  Stoke  Ncwington. 

In  Henry  Crabbe  Robinson's  diary,  hv  tells  the  foJ- 
■»ing  atK-rilote.     He  went  to  Mrs.  Barbuuld's.  and 
^■W  »  pleaMint  chat  with  her  about  Mme.  de  Stai-I, 
iworths,  etc.     The  latter  are  stayuig  in  Laa- 
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don,  and  the  daughter  gains  the  good-will  of  every 
one ;  not  so  the  father.    They  dined  at  Sotheby's. 
After  diuner  Mr.  Edgeworth  was  sitting  next  Mrs. 
Siddous,  Sam  Rogers  being  on  the  other  side  of  her. 
*  Madam,'   said   he,    '  I   think   I    saw  yon    perform 
"Millamont"  thirty-five  years  ago.' — 'Pardon  me, 
sir.' — *Ohl  then  it  was  forty  years  ago;  I  di»>J 
tinctly  recollect  it.'  —  'You  will   excuse   me,  sir,  II 
never   played   "Millamont."' — 'Oh,   yea  1   madamj.! 
I  recollect.'  — '  I  think,'   she   said,  turning   to   Mr/I 
Rogers,  'it  ia  time  for  me  to  change  ray  place;*] 
and  she  rose  with  her  own  peculiar  dignity." 

Maria  was  happy  in  seeing  an  old  fiiend  and  rela- 
tion, and  says,  — 

"Charming,  amiable  Lady  Wellington !  As  she  tnilyl 
said  of  herself,  she  is  always  '  Kitty  PakcDham  to  hex% 
Wends.'  After  comparison  with  crowds  of  others,  beaux  "^ 
exprits,  fine  ladies,  and  fashionable  scramblers  for  noto- 
riety, her  dignified  simplicity  rises  in  one's  opinion ;  and 
we  feel  it  with  more  conviction  of  its  superiority.  ShC  . 
Bhow«l  us  her  delightful  cliiUli'en." 

One  of  the  parties  which  Miss  Edgeworth  afc^ 
tended  was  a  "rout,"  in  the  parlance  of  the   daj 
given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris.     There  she  met  ] 
lochbald,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  familyji 
Mr.   Morris  was   a   talented   man,  fellow   of   Pet* 
Flouse,  Cambridge,  member  of  Parliament  for  New 
port,  and  master  in  chancery.     He  wrote  two  conie-J 
dies,  which  were  successfully  acted  at  Driirj'  LatiffT 
Theatre,  —  "  False  Colors  "  and  "  The  Secret."    Mn.% 
Inchhald  was  very  anxious  to  meet  Miss  Edgeworthj 
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w&ich  she  did  on  this  occasion.  A  little  later  ^^  the 
&me  friends  gave  her  a  dinner  with  the  future 
and  ex  lord  chancellors,  Lord  Erskine  and  Mr. 
Brougham;  and  in  the  evening  the  unrivalled 
painter  of  Irish  manners  again." 

In  a  letter  which  Mrs.  Inchbald  wrote  to  her  par- 
ticular friend  Mrs.  Phillips,  of  her  introduction  to 
the  two  great  literary  visitors  in  London  during  this 
year,  she  says,  — 

"  She  (Mme.  de  Stael)  talked  to  me  the  whole  time ; 
BO  did  Miss  £dgeworth  whenever  I  met  her  in  company. 
These  authoresses  suppose  me  dead,  and  seem  to  pay  a 
tribute  to  my  memory ;  but  with  Mme.  de  Stael  it  seemed 
to  passing  compliment." 

Boaden  thinks  Mrs.  Inchbald's  complacency  re- 
ceived a  severe  shock  by  the  kind  of  attention  these 
ladies  paid  her.  He  speaks  of  it  thus:  "The  last 
tfgh  of  expiring  complacency  seems  to  have  heaved 
above  the  pen,"  which  wrote  of  her  meeting  h6r  sis- 
ter authoresses. 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  very  much  gratified  on  her 
part  by  making  the  personal  acquaintance  of  one 
whom  she  had  long  admired  and  respected.  Her 
pleasure  is  shown  by  the  long  letter  she  wrote  after 
her  return  to  Ireland.  She  highly  appreciated  the 
opportunity  of  paying  her  respects  to  one  of  Mrs. 
Inchbald's  talents. 

An  observer  says  of  the  morning  they  spent  at 
Westminster  Abbey  with  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  — 

^^  Only  one  morning :  days  might  have  been  spent  with- 
out exhaustmg  the  information  he  so  easily,  and  with  such 
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enjoyment  to  himself  as  well  a9  to  bis  hearers, 
forth  with  quotations,  appropriate  aDecdot^s,  sad  allnai 
historical,  pootitrul,  and  biographical,  as  we  went  aJon 

Mackiutosh   himself   \vrote   from   Loudoa   to 
daughters  in  the  East,  May  11,  1813:  — 

"Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Edgeworth  are  jnat  come 
from  Ireland,  and  are  the  general  objects  of  euriosity| 
attention.     I    passed  some   hours   with   them 
forenoon,  under  pretence  of  visiting  the  new  mint ;  w 
was  a  great  object  to  them,  as  tliey  are  all  proGcirat 
mechauics.     Miss  Edgeworth  is  a  most  agreeable  pel 
very  natural,  clever,  and  well- in  formed,  without  the  ! 
pretensions  of  authorship.     She  had  never  been  in  a  I 
society  before ;  and  she  was  followed  and  txiurted  b 
the  persons  of  distinction  in   London,  with   an 
almost  witiiout  example.     The  court  paid  to  her  gave- 
an  oppoitunity  of  showing  her  escellcnt  underst 
and  charttctor.    She  took  every  advantage  of  her  situn 
either  for  enjoyment  or  observation :   but  she  runu 
perfectly  unspoiled  by  the  homage  of  the  grent. 
Edgeworth  is  like  his  daughter,  with  considerable 
and  knowledge  ;  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  very  sensible  and 
able.     Upon  the  whole,  the  party  make  a  great  acq 
tlon  to  Loudon,  whei-e  they  propose  to  stay  a  month. 

The  party  attended  a  grand  ball  at  Mrs,  Ho] 
where  tliere  were  nine  hundred  gnests,  '*  all 
beauty,  rank,  and  fashion  that  London  can  i 
ble."  Mr.  Edgeworth  attended  a  meeting  of 
Lancastrian  scliools,  at  Freemason's  Tavern. 
Duke  of  Bedford,  after  speaking  of  the  fourtei 
report  of  the  Irish  Board  of  Education,  pronoui 
a  eulogium  on  the  excellent  letter  which  is  appea 
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to  that  nport,  full  of  liberality  and  good  seiiue,  on 
phich,  indeed,  Uie  heat  part  of  the  report  seems 
bunded;  adding,  '*I  metin  the  letter  hy  Mr.  Edge- 
Tortb,  to  wliom  ihis  country,  as  well  &a  Ireland,  is 
W  macb  indebted." 

They  missed  Mme.  d'Arblay,  as  well  as  Mme.  de 

KUel,  by  their  departure  from  London ;  but  Maria 
tils  as  "an  extraordinary  evidence  of  the  ignorance 
1  w^ich  Napoleon  I.  kept  the  French  people,  that 
^heii  Mme.  d'Arblay  landed  at  Portsmouth  a  tew 
lonthtt  ago,  and  saw  on  a  plate  at  Admiral  Foley's 
head  of  Lord  Nelson,  and  the  word  Trafalgar,  (the 
Aakvd  what  Trafalgar  meant.  She  actually,  as  Lady 
^ncer  told  me,  who  had  the  anecdote  from  Dr. 
Cturlcit  Burncy,  did  not  know  the  English  had  been 
'KloriouK.  cif  that  Lord  Nelson  was  dead  1  " 
■  The  following  bon  mot  of  the  wits  of  the  day  was 
.idftted  by  Lord  Carrington  to  her :  — 

"  Pretty,  pretty,  pretty  fly, 
II  I  were  yuu.  anil  jou  wore  I  — 
Bat  ont  upon  it.     That  cannot  be : 
I  moat  remain  Lord  Salisbury." 

8h«  WM  much  impressed  with  the  journal  of  Lord 
Wnjngton's  little  grandchild,  and  eays,  — 

"We  have  just  seen  a  journal,  liy  a  little  hoy  of  eight 
1**n  old,  of  a  journey  from  England  to  Sicily :  tlie  boy 
*  Lord  Malion's  son,  Lord  Carrington's  grandson.  It  is 
•*  of  U>o  best  journals  I  ever  read,  full  of  facts ;  ex- 
Wjthc  writing  of  a  child,  but  a  very  clever  cbilil." 

This  "  clever  child "  became  the   historian,  Lord 


A   STUDY   OF   MAIUA   EDGEWORTEL 


The  following  exlract  from  a  diary  of  Lord  Uya 
(1821),  writteu  at  Ravenna,  is  of  interest  to  I 
reader  as  describing  Mari^  during  this  Londoa  ^ 

"  In  1813  I  recollect  to  have  met  them  in  the  fas 
able  world  of  London  (of  wbicli  I  then  formed  an 
a  fraction,  the  segmeut  of  a  eircl^,  tbo  uoil  of  a  ml 
the  nothing  of  something),  in  tlif  asseini>ii».'8  of  the  I 
and  at  a  breakfast  of  Sir  Humphry  and  Lad;  1 
to  which  1  waa  iuviUjd  for  the  uonoe.  .  .  ■ 

"  I  thought  Edgcworth  a  line  old  fellow,  of  a  clare 
elderly,  red  com|tlesion,  but  active,  brisk,  and  eut 
He  was  seventy,  but  did  not  look  fifty, —  no,  nor  1 
eight  even.     1  had  seen  poor  Fitzpatrick  not  very  1 
before,  — a  man  of  pleasure,  wit,  eloquence,  all  tUin^ 
He  tottered,  but  still  talked  like  n  gcntleutan,  thougfc 
feebly,     Edgeworth  bounced  about,  and  talked  loud  and 
long;  but  he  seemed  neither  weakly  nor  decrepit,  ood 
turdly  old. 

"  He  began  by  telling  '  that  he  hod  given  Dr.  Par 
dressing,  who  had  taken  him  for  an  Irish  bog-lrotl«r,' 
Now  I,  who  know  Dr.  Parr,  and  who  know  {not  by  c 
rience,  —  for  I   never  sbould   have  presumed   so   U 
contend  with  him,  —  but  by  hearing  him  wUli  others,  s 
of  others)  that  it  is  not  so  easy  a  matter  to  dreas  1 
thought  Kr.  Kdgeworlli  an  asscrter  of  what  waa  not  t 
He  could  not  have  stood  before  Parr  an  iusUmt. 
rest,  he  seemed  iDtclllgenl,  vehement,  vivacious,  and  I 
of  life.     He  bids  fair  for  a  hundred  years. 

"  He  was  not  much  admired  in  London  ;  and  I  reraemfl 
a  '  ryght  mcrrie  *  aiid  conceite<l  jest  which  was  rife  a 
the  gallants  of  the  day ;  viz.,  a  paper  had  been  \>rva 
for  the  reeaU  of  Mrs.  Siddans  to  the  stage  (she  h 
lately  taken  leave,  to  the  loss  of  nges ;  for  nothing  * 
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Wi  or  cui  be,  like  ber),  to  whtdi  all  men  h:uil  been  called 
)  siilvcrilie.  WheriMi|>on  Thomas  Moore,  of  profaiie 
id  txiclical  tti«tnur>,  did  propose  that  a  similar  jmiKT 
^ouitl  be  nibecribcd  aiid  ctrcuntscribed  (or  the  rocalt  of 
>.  Edgcworth  lo  Ireland.' 
"  The  fwt  waft,  evei'yiiodj  cared  more  alxjut  tier.  Sbo 
u  ft  uice,  little,  uuassuming  '  Jeanio  Doans  lookiug 
>dj,*  IIS  we  Scotch  say.  aud,  if  not  haudsonii.',  oi'rtainly 
)t  iU*tookiDg.     Ucr  couversalioii  woa  as  quiet  as  herself. 

DM  would  never  have  guesaed  she  could  write  Iter  name; 

vkenuLS  her  father  talked,  not  as  if  be  could  write  noth- 

^f  else,  but  OS  if  notbiDg  else  was  worth  writing. 
•Aa    for  Mrs.    Eilgvworlb,    I    forget,    except    that  I 

lUnk  she  was  [he  voungest  of  the  party.  Altogether, 
wy  were  on  excellent  cft^e  of  the  kind,  auil  auccveded 
r  two  montlia.  till  the  lauding  of  Mnie.  d@  Stael. 
"Tu  turn  from  Uieiu  lo  Ibeir  works,  1  admire  them; 
n  llivy  e-X«te  oo  feeling,  and  they  leave  do  love,  —  ex~ 
i  fur  some  Iriiih  steward  or  postilion.  However,  th6 
i^pcTMion  of  iutolle«t  and  prudence  is  profouud  —  and 
ittjbc  useful." 

In  "Don  Juan,"  Bj-ron  writes  of  the  learned  Indy- 
fcotiier  of  Don  Juau  as  supposed  to  paint  hin  own 
*ifc's  character.      He    says   among    other    things, 
•>ioo  of  them  very  disagreeable,  — 
"la  ithnrt.  she  wan  a  walking  calculation, 
UiM  Edi^worth'B  novels  stepping  from  their  coins, 
Or  Mrs.  Trimmer^  books  on  education,"  tta- 

"The  Begum  of  literature,"  as  Tom  Moore  culled 
fcie.  (Ic  Slael,  made  a  triumphal  journey  thrnugh 
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Eiiglauii ;  where,  a  few  years  before,  she  had  li' 
the  life  of  ao  exile  at  Juniper  Hall  in  Surrey. 
London  season  was  a  series  of  brilliant  displays 
meteor-like  she  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  obser 
where  her  modest  sister  in  literature  would 
have  shone  with  a  gentle,  yet  steady,  serene  lij 
Her  nature  was  well  described  by  herself  when 
Baid,  in  her  epigrammatic  style,  of  the  scene  stretcl 
before  her  at  Bichmond,  "  Calme  et  animtSe  ce  qi 
faut  5tre.  et  ce  que  je  ne  suU  pas." 

A  meeting  between  Miss  Edgeworth  and  Mi 
de   Staul   would   have   gratified    Maria,   who 
regretted  her  failure  in  this  respect  in  after-years. 

.Mr.  Edgeworth  left  London  early  in  June; 
after  visiting  the  Kings  at  Clifton,  they  went 
Gloucester,  where  Maria  saw  an  old  friend. 
Chandler,  who  was  very  kind  to  her  in  early  y 
when  she  visited  Mr,  Day,  and  suffered  with 
inflammatioD  in  her  eyes.  Thence  they  went  to 
vern  Links,  where  Mrs,  Beddoes  was  living. 

They  made  a  visit  after  that  at  Mrs.  Clifford's, 
beautiful  country  not  far  from  Ross."  Maria 
interested  in  seeing  the  scenes  of  "  the  Man  of  Ro! 

At  Mrs.  Clifford's,  says  an  observer.  "  we  had  one 
day  of  brilliant  conversation  between  Maria,  her 
father,  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  who  had  ji 
come  into  that  neighborhood.  He  joined  us  ui 
pectedly  one  morning  as  we  were  walking  out, 
touching  a  shawl  Mrs.  Clifford  wore,  '  A  tb( 
looms,'  he  said,  '  are  at  work  in  Cashmere  providing 
these  for  you."  Mackintosh  snerlflced  himself  to 
hifi  conversntioii.     Rogers  said  of  liim,  that  he 
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for  it,  thought  for  it,  and  gave  up  future  fame  for  it. 
Some  one  else  said  that  he  would  write  any  thing 
but  his  history  which  he  had  engaged  to  do ;  and 
these  brilliant  days  in  salonB  of  Paris,  dinners  in 
London,  and  weeks  in  country-houses,  finally  frittered 
away  this  learned  man's  talents. 
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Botorn  to  Ireland.  —  Marlu  begins  the  New  Bvriea  of  "  Roily  La»> 

aooa."— A   Visit   from    Mlas   Eliiabetli    Hnmilton   and   OUwi 
PrieDilB.  —  "Patronage  "  publlalieii.  —  Lonl  Dudley.  — !i 
bald.  — "Waverley."  — Maria  writes  &.-ott.  — A  Visit  t( 
—  111  Health  of   Mr.  Edgeworth.  — A  Visit  Iiom  Mf.  Waff 
AnecdoI«s.~  Maria  Bt  Worhou  "  Harricttlou  "  adiI  "Onaa| 

In  July  Maria  had  "begun  a  uew  series  of  ' 
Lessons'  (the  second  parts  of 'Frank,' 'Rosamond,' 
and  '  Harry  aod  Lucy '),  for  which  many  mnlfaers 
told  "  her  they  wished.  She  felt  tlie  pleasure  of  re- 
turning to  literary  work,  after  the  gayety  and  variety 
of  the  exciting  social  life  of  London  and  the  visitt 
in  England.  She  had  "a  famishing  appetite  for 
reading."  after  her  long  deprivation  of  that  dtuly 
resource.  In  August  they  had  a  \4sit  from  ,~ 
Elizabeth  Hamilton,  who  was,  as  Maria  said, 
agreeable. 

"I  like  Miss  Elizabeth  Hamilton  better  than  e 
further  acquaintance.  She  is  nliat  the  French  would  cmU 
'frfiine  A  viviv:'  so  pood-Uumored.  so  cheerful,  ho  liltl* 
disposed  to  exact  attention  or  to  take  itn  autlioritatir* 
tone  in  convcraation,  so  ready  to  give  everylnxly  thfir 
merits,  so  indulgent  for  the  follies  and  frailtiw,  and  m 
hopeful  for  the  reformation  of  even  the  faults  and  vicea, 
of  the  world,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  respect  and  Utve 
her.  She  wins  upon  iia  daily,  aud  mixes  so  woU  with  tl 
family  that  I  always  forgot  she  ia  a  strauger." 
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I  Hamilton  m  a,  letter  to  Joanna  Bailli^,  wiit- 
k  after  lier  return  to  Scotland,  sold, — 

.*  W(!Dt  from  friend  to  friend  zigzag  through  tho 
L  of  the  country,  tiU  we  reached  the  north  ;  but  I 
,  of  ftll  the  visits  we  paid,  that  which  would  l>o  to 
i>  most  interesting  was  our  visit  to  Kdgeworthstowu. 
I  to  hear  that  you  and  Mis8  Edgeworth  hod  met 
D  ;  but  to  see  htr  to  advantage,  —  indeed,  to  fonn 
ft  of  lier  extiuUeiioe,  —  she  must  be  seen  ul  boroe. 
I  BwetrUiess  of  lier  dispoaition,  the  greatnces 
icily  of  her  chanicttr,  is  continually  exciting 
^Mlmiration  and  respect.  And  thci-e  Mr.  t^lgeworth 
t  "ppwrt  in  more  favorable  colors  than  in  mixed  aociaty : 
I  *  that  he  gained  every  day  in  our  esteem.  The  rest  of 
I  Uk  fuitily  are  amiuble  and  agreeable,  and  all  seem  titiitc<l 
I  Id  eacli  other  in  ihe  liouds  of  the  most  perfeet  syin|iuthy." 

Among  till!  other  Yisitorg  of  thiu  summer  were 
I  Mtil  Carringtoii,  Mr.  Siutth,  Lord  Gardner,  and 
I  Mtd  and  Lady  Lansdnwne. 

Edgeworth,  being  aaked  by  Campbell  for  her 
ions  of  Mr9.  Siddons,  wrote  him  a^  follows:  — 

1  Sm,  —  I  heanl  Mrs.  Siddous  read  at  her  town- 
B  a  portion  of  "  Henry  VIH."  I  was  more  stxuck 
i  ileligbt«d  than  1  ever  was  witli  any  reading  iu  my 
This  is  feebly  expressing  what  I  felt.  I  felt  that  I 
■  before  fully  undcrstoo^l  or  siifflcicutly  admired 
r  known  the  full  jwwers  of  the  human  voice 
B  Knglish  language.  (Jueen  Katltarine  was  a  char- 
It  )>t!«uliarly  siiit«d  tu  her  time  of  life  and  tu  a-uil)ug. 
}  waa  iiothiug  tliat  re(|uired  gesture  or  vuheuieuce 
ai|iatible  with  thti  Hitting  attllude.  The  euni[xxiure 
I  dlgDity.    and    the    sort  of  suppressed    feeling,    and 
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touches,  not  bursts,  of  tenderness, — of  matronl;, 
youtlifu!,  leoderness,  —  were  all  favoraUe  to  ihe  geoem) 
effecl.  I  quite  forgot  to  applaud:  I  tliouglit  she  was 
what  sfae  appeared.  The  illusion  tvas  perfect  till  it  was 
interrupted  by  a  hint  from  her  daughter  or  uiece,  I  forget 
which,  that  Mrs.  Siddons  would  be  encouraged  by  some 
demonstrations  given  of  our  feelings.  I  then  expreased 
my  admiration,  but  tbe  cbarm  was  broken,  — 


"  To  Barry '  we  gave  loud  applau 
To  Garrick,  only  tears." 


1813  (undated). 


Edqewokthstowb,  Dec.  ]9, 1813. 

My  dear  Mes.  Inchsald,  —  I  have  desired,  our  putt- 
Usher  to  send  you  "Patronage"  l>efofe  it  is  published. 
will  not  tell  you  of  my /ears  or  of  my  hopes,  in  sending  it 
to  you.    You  will  underetand  them  all ;  and  1  am  confident 
thai  you  will  write  to  me  at  least  as  frankly,  now  ytfc. 
have  seen  me,  as  you  did  bffoiv  tve  met,    I  do  not  say, 
befoi'c  we  became  acquainled  with  each  other ;  for,  in 
crowds  in  which  we  met,  it  was  impossible  to  become 
quaiuted  with  any  degree  of  rational  intimacy. 

We  have  to  thank  you,  however,  and  we  heartily 
thank  you,  for  the  effort  you  made  to  gratify  us,  which 
succeeded  completely.  My  father  desires  me  to  say,  that 
he  cannot  help  hoping  thai  "  Patronage  "  will  come  to  a 
second  edition ;  and  he  trusts  that  you  know  we  are  glad 
to  profit  by  good  advice  when  we  can  get  it:  therefore 
he  earnestly  expects  your  corrections  for  a  second  edition. 

Mrs,  Edgewortli  aod  my  father  beg  their  kind  remem- 

>  Bpranger  Garry  was  the  aoa  ot  a  Dublin  sllvemnith.    ffli 

Othello  was  cunsidered  uusurpasaed, 
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locnt  tA  j^oa,  and  request  you  will  aeaurc  Mr.  and  Mis. 
irri>  tlint  we  are  Dot  uugraterul  travellers ;  that  we 
lajii  a  full  seuae  of  theii  kind  and  polite  attentions  to 
;  and  that  we  thank  them  sincerelj  for  inlrwduoiug  us 
one  whom  wc  bad  long;  earoestly  desired  to  know. 
I  am.  my  dear  Mrs.  luclitiald, 

Youi-8  truly, 

Maria  Edgeworth. 

In  Janiiarj.  1814,  Miss  Edgeworth  had  from  Hunt- 
tt  tlie  bookseller  "  a  whole  cargo  of  French  transla- 
Popiilar  Tales,'  with  a  title  luider  which  I 
ilould  never  have  known  them.  —  'Conseils  %  Mon 
Filt.'  'Jklanwuvring.' — 'La  Mi^re  Intrigante.'  'En- 
Wi,'— what  can  they  make  of  it  in  French? 
lora'  will  translate  better  tiian  a  better  thing. 
&Bilie  [le  Coulanges,'  I  fear,  will  never  stand 
L'Absent,'  —  'The  Absentee,"  —  it  is  im- 
>|CMibte  that  a  Parisian  can  make  any  sense  of  it 
beginning  to  end ;  but  these  things  teach 
'Mthora  what  is  merely  locnl  and  temporary.  'Les 
•nx  Griii^ldus  do  Chaucer  et  Edgeworth.'  And,  to 
1  all.  two  worktt  surreptitiously  printed  in  Eng- 
uudcr  our  numes,  and  wliich  are  no  better  than 

Sir  James   Mackintosh,  in   a   letter   of    Dec.  24, 
fint  speaks  of  Mme.  d'Arblay'a  new  novel, 
ften  says.  — 

Hhs  Edge-worth's  new  novel  ('  Patrooags  ').  also  \a 
Toluinrs.  is  expected  in  a  few  days.     The  doabls  re- 
it  ore  eliielly  roniided  on  its  length,  or  ilA  being 
•Orel,  wliicli  is  not  so  much  her  province  as  lalee.     I 
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have,  liowevpr,  little  doubt  that  both  (Stme.  d'ArWay 
and  this)  will  he  excellent,  though  jicrhnpa  not  Jnvuhi 
btc  to  the  attacks  of  this  sneeiing  town." 


ArWfty 

I,  M 


"  Patronage "  was  published  early  in  1814,  i 
with  certain  exceptions  of  the  critics,  well  received  j 
being  reviewed  at  length  by  '•  The  Edinburgh  "  and 
"  The  Quarterly." 

Lord  Dudley,  who  waa  an  eDthusinstic  admirer  irf 
Mis3  Edgeworth,  wTote  the  article  on  "Patron^e" 
in  "  The  Quarterly."  He  greatly  admired  her  tal- 
eats,  considered  her  to  be  endowed  with  an  origi- 
nal geniua  of  high  order,  and  enlarged  on  the  re- 
markable qualities  of  self-restraint  which  she  exhib- 
its. He  is  impressed  with  the  sacrifices  she  has 
made,  which  he  thinks  are  peculiarly  het  own; 
among  them,  that  of  resolutely  subduing  her  color- 
ing, and  pauiting  her  characters  with  tlie  sober  tint« 
of  real  life.  He  calls  her  the  "anti-sentimental 
novelist,"  and  considers  that  she  has  formed  a  new 
style  of  writing  nnvela.  He  justly  points  out,  that 
while  humor,  pathos,  general  information,  observa- 
tion of  society,  extensive  afudy,  are  all  shown  in  Iter 
writings,  though  the  hand  of  the  author  is  nevM  per- 
ceived, ehe  is  singularly  deficient  in  the  capacity  tat 
framing  a  plot.  Earl  Dudley's  criticism  is  a  very 
clever  and  thi^rotigh  piece  of  work,  and  pleased 
Miss  Edgeworth. 

In  1814,  by  the  desire  of  the  Edgeworths.  Mrs. 
Inchbald  wrote  a  critique  upon  "Patronage;"   the 
eharacterislics  uf  which  will  be  very  easily  seen  £ 
Maria's' letter  of  acknowledgment:  — 
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EDOEWonmsTowii,  Feb.  14,  1814 

Ur  D&A&  Hks.  Ikchbald,  —  Nobody  living  but  youreeir 

nld  or  would  tiav«  written  the  letter  I  have  just  received 

nil  yoD.     I  wish  you  i»uld  have  been  present  when  it 

ui  rewi  lit  oar  breakfast-table,  that  you  might  have  seen 

beftrty  ent^rtaiDmeDt  and  delight  it  gave  a  father, 

■,  author,  auola,  brothers,  sisters,  all,  to  the  uumber 

twelfft.    Loud  Inngbter  ht  your  utter  detestation  of  poor 

amnus,  as  nauseous  as  his  niediciues,  and  your  impa- 

■ce  at  All   the  variety  of  impeKiuent  characters  who 

your  attention    from    Lord   Oldborough.     Tour 

Itu;  to  him  quite  satislied  us  all.     It  was  on  his  ehar- 

jCT  my  father  placed  his  dependence ;  and  we  all  agreed 

A  it  you  had  not  liked  him,  there  would  Lave  l>een  no 

pe  for  us.    We  are,  in  the  main,  of  your  opinion,  that 

annus  nii<I  his  letters  are  tiresome ;  bat  then,  ploiise  to 

BG&IUrct  that  we  bud  our  moral  to  work  out,  and  to  show 

tithe  satisfaction  or  dissatisfaction  of  the  reader  bow  in 

professions  young  men  may  get  on  witliout  pat- 

ifanjte.     To  the  good  of  our  moral  we  were  obliged  to 

limflM> :  perhaps  we  have  sacrificed  in  vain.     Wherever 

lie  tiresome,  we  may  be  pretty  sure  of  this ;  and  aft£r 

Am  Mme.   de  Stael   says,  "good   intentions  go  for 

WUog  in  works  of  wit"  much  Itetter  in   French,  *'!a 

tuw  intention  n'est  de  rien  en  fait  d'eaprit." 

T«o  will  make  me  forswear  truth  altogether ;  for  I  Dnd 

.  meddle  with  the  least  bit  of  truth  I  can  make 

it,  and  it  regularly  turns  out  ill  for  me.    Three 

vbtch  yon  object  are  facts,  and  that  which  you 

la  most  true. 

A  nobleman  whom  I  ncier  saw.  and  whose  name  T  have 
itKn  (else  I  should  not  have  used  the  anecdote), 
the  wonl  whicli  you  thought  I  could  not  have  writ* 
aod  noght  not   to   have  known  bow  to  spell.     But 
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)>ny  observe  tUo  fair  tuitboress  docs  not  say  this  odions 
worti  in  her  own  pro|>er  person.  Wby  impute  to  me  the 
chiiractcristic  improprieties  of  my  churacters?  I  meant  b 
mark  tbe  contrast  between  tbe  niceness  of  his  Grac«*j 
priile  and  tlie  coarseness  of  his  expression.  I  have  I 
changed  the  word  "  severe  "  into  "  coarse,"  to  mark  t 
to  the  reader ;  l>ut  I  cannot  alter,  without  spoiling,  tbe  facL 
I  tried  if  saliva  would  do,  but  it  would  not :  so  jou  must 
bear  it  ae  well  as  you  can,  aad  bate  his  Grace  of  Green- 
wich aa  much  as  yon  will ;  but  don't  hate  me.  Did  j 
hate  Cerv-autea  for  drawing  Sancho  Fauza  eating  behiq 
Uie  door  ? 

My  next  fact  is  an  old  story.     Ittaybe  so ;  and  lOiji 
be  it  lielooged  to  your  widow  originally;  but  I  can  i 
you  it  hapi)cuc<l  very  lately  to  a  gentleman  in  Irela 
and  only  the   parting  with   tbe   servant  waa   added.     j~ 
admit  tbe  story  was  ill  told,  and  not  worth  telling;  and 
you  must  admit  that  it  is  natural,  or  it  would  not  have 
hapiwned  twice. 

The  sixpence  under  the  seal  is  my  third  fact, 
hap{>ened  in  our  own  family.     One  of  my  own  g 
father's  uniles  forged  a  will,  and  my  grandfather  roc 
Untd  tliL'  estate  my  father  now  possesses  by  the  detectil 
of  tlie  forgery  by  a  sixpence  under  tbe  seal.     I  qoij 
agree  with  you  that  it  was  ill  Judged  and  awkwaal  to  t 
that  the  old  man  was  j)erjured,  before  his  perjury  i 
detected.     I  hiLve  sent  to  have  that  alt«red.     I  wish,  i 
It  is  not  too  much  trouble,  you  would  take  the  trouble  to 
alter  it  for  me,  and  send  your  corrections  to  Johnson.  SL 
Paul's  Churchyard,  to  Mr,  Miles:  for  1  have  not.  and 
cannot  gel,  tbe  fourth  volume:  and  I  have  been  obliged^ 
to  write  to  Ibe  wiiTec'tor  of  tbe  press,  and  to  trust  to  I 
discretion,  and  be  may  bungle  it.     I  bo|>e  the  fourth  v 
lime  will  not  bo  reprinted  before  this  reaches  you. 
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Thank  you,  thank  yoo,  thank  yon,  f<»r  liking  the  two 
Clays ;  hot  pray  don't  envek^  all  the  ooontry  gentlemen 
of  England  in  EnglM,  Oay. 

Thank  yon,  thank  you,  thank  yon,  says  my  father, 
for  liking  Lady  Jane  Granville.  Her  ladyship  is  his 
fayorite,  but  nobody  has  ever  mentioned  her  in  their  let- 
ters but  yourself.  I  cannot  believe  you  ever  resembled 
tiuit  selfish,  hollow  Lady  Angelica. 

Would  you  ever  have  guessed  that  the  character  of 
Rosamond  is  like  mef  All  who  know  me  intimately  say 
it  is  as  like  as  it  is  possible :  those  who  do  not  know  me 
intimately  would  never  guess  it. 

Sneyd  is  in  Dublin  with  his  bride,  —  a  bride  no  more, 
but  dearer  as  a  wife  than  bride.  She  was  a  Miss  Brood- 
hurst,  and  was  called  an  heiress  because  she  had  cotmid- 
erable  independent  property.  I  draw  largely  on  your 
belief  in  my  veracity,  when  I  assure  yon,  vp(m  my  word^ 
that  this  lady  was  utterly  unknown  to  mo  atid  to  this 
family  when  I  wrote  '*The  Absentee; "  and  that  I  took 
the  name  of  Broadhurst  because  it  did  not  Iielong  t^)  any 
person  I  knew,  and  drew  the  character  from  pure  imagi- 
nation. Sneyd  never  thought  of  her  till  after  ^^The 
Absentee"  was  published.  AftenmrdBj  perha[)s,  it  le^l 
them  a  little  towards  each  other.  Is  not  this  a  ourUnm 
coincidence?  I  hardly  dare  tell  it,  it  has  so  mur:li  i\m 
air  of  falsehood.  She  is  very  amiable,  —  not  haniim»m»^ 
but  a  tcdl^  not  a  little^  plain^  girl.  He  is  hajfjfj/,  an  ytm 
know  he  is  capable  of  being,  from  having  found  a  wif« 
exactly  suited  to  him,  and  of  whom  he  is  pamUmaUtly 
fond. 

I  know  enough  of  Mrs.  Morris  to  be  sorry  Uff  iM^r* 
truly  sorry,  and  for  that  kind-hearted  Mr.  Morris*  H\u» 
ift  exceedingly  like  Mrs.  Edgewortb's  eldsst  dati((hi«ftt 
Fanny,  of  whom  I  am  not  a  little  fuDcL    This  Ukmmm 
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etruck  Mrs.  Edgeworth  and  I  (me)  so  much  thiil  it  adi 
to  our  inciination  to  be  intimttte  nitb  Mrs.  Morris 
I  tliink  1  could  not  liavc  loog  rcsistoil  jumpiug  from 
acquniDtaDceshtp  to  familiarity  with  faer,  and  foDclncas. 
Alas!  perhaps  1  sball  oever  see  her  again,  or  see  her 
quite  an  altered  person,  with  all  the  diffcreDco  between 
happy  and  unhappy,  —  what  a  prodigious  'difFetotx 
Ouly  those  who  have  felt  both  can  know.  But  with 
children,  and  such  a  dis|>o3itiou  as  hers,  she  con  ni 
bo  utn?rly  unhappy  :  and,  for  her  comfort,  I  know  a  gen- 
tleman, whom  all  the  faculty  gave  over  in  the  same  com- 
plaint, wbo  has  lived,  nevertbeless.  for  years. 

Pray  tell  us  if  you  bear  that  Mr.  Morris  is  lietter: 
and,  whenever  you  can,  remember  us  kindly  to  her.  Mrs, 
Ekigewortli  aays  she  must  write  a  few  lines  to  you  heiself, 
and  I  will  not  deprive  you  of  what  would  be  a  pleasaa 
to  me. 

Your  obliged  and  grateful, 

Maria  EdqewobiB. 

"  Patronage,"  as  first  published,  was  different  from 
the  present  book  in  some  minor  details.  Mi^  Edge- 
worth  mode  these  changes  in  the  third  edition.  The 
critics  approved  of  them.  It  is  a  very  unusaal 
thing  for  an  author  to  alter  a  book  when  it  has  made 
its  appearance ;  but,  in  this  case,  the  changes  were 
considered  improvements.  She  makes  Caroline  go 
abroad  with  Count  Altenberg  after  their  marriage, 
and  Mr.  Percy  is  not  put  in  prison.  In  the  early 
editions  Caroline  staid  to  console  her  father  and 
mother,  and  Mr.  Percy  was  thrown  into  prison  by 
his  creditors. 

Maria  visited  her  brother  Sneyd  and  his  wife  ii 
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their  home,  B^got  Street,  Dnblin,  in  March,  1814. 
Mr.  Edgeworth  had  a  very  dangerous  illness  in 
April,  after  their  return  to  EdgeworUistown.  Loy- 
ell  Edgeworth  returned  home  on  the  10th  of  May, 
liberated,  after  the  long,  weaiy  fourteen  years  of 
detention,  by  the  peace  of  Paris. 

The  appearance  of  "Waverley**  was  hailed  by 
Miss  Edgeworth  as  the  work  of  a  master-hand,  and 
marking  a  new  era  in  the  novel-writing  of  the  world. 
She  wrote,  ^^I  am  more  delighted  with  it  than  I  can 
tell  you :  it  is  a  work  of  first-rate  genius."  When 
**Waverley  "  was  about  to  appear.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
desired  Ballantjue  to  send  a  copy  of  it  to  Miss 
Edgeworth,  with  an  inscription  from  the  author. 

Lockhart  says  that  she  ^^  thanked  the  nameless 
novelist,  under  cover  to  Ballantyue,  with  the  cordial 
generosity  of  kindred  genius."  This  is  true ;  but  it 
is  equally  true  that  Maria  had  not  received  this  gift 
from  the  author  when  she  sat  down,  late  at  night, 
in  the  first  fever  of  enthusiasm,  after  reading  the 
story.  She  began  to  write  before  she  heard  the 
**  Postscript ; "  and,  as  her  father  had  exclaimed 
when  the  book  was  closed,  ^^AtU  ScotuSy  aut  Dia- 
bolusy^'  Maria  placed  these  words  at  the  top  of  her 
letter.  Before  she  finished  it,  one  of  the  family 
opened  the  book  again,  and  saw  the  ^^  Postscript." 
Qn  reading  this,  Maria  rather  reluctantly  stopped 
to  hear  it;  not  dreaming  of  the  handsome  tribute 
Scott  paid  her  in  it. 

Maria  was  much  touched  and  surprised  by  these 
words  of  Scott.    He  sajrs,  — 
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"  It  has  been  my  object  to  dpflcribe  those  pereoiis.  i 
by  a  cnrkaturetl  and  i-xaggcratod  use  of  the  national  dW] 
lect,  but  by  thinr  iiabit§,  manners,  and  feelings ; 
eome  distant  degioe  to  emulate  the  admirabli;  Irish  ( 
tmita  drawn  by  Miss  Edgewoitii :  so  different  Trom  t 
'  Teaguea '  and  '  doar  joys,'  who  bo  long,  with  the  n 
perfect  family  resemblance  to  each  other,  occupied  i 
di'aina  and  the  novel." 


Hb  paid  her  &  fine  compliment  some  years  later,  id 
his  general  preface  to  the  series  of  "Waverley  Nov- 
els." The  following  ia  Mis3  Edgeworth'a  letter  to 
the  unknown  author:  — 


EnoKwouTOSTOWN,  Opt.  23,  1814 
^' Aut  Scoluti,  nut  Diobnlus."  We  have  this  moTnent 
finished  "Waverley."  It  was  read  aloud  to  this  large 
family :  and  I  wish  the  author  could  have  witnessed  the 
unprcesion  it  made,  —  the  strong  hold  it  seized  of  the 
feelings,  both  of  young  and  old :  Ihe  adiniralion  raised 
by  the  beautifnl  descriptions  of  nature,  by  the  new  and 
bold  delineations  of  chnractcr;  the  perfect  manner  in 
which  every  character  is  sustained,  in  every  change  of 
situation  from  Grst  to  last,  without  effort,  without  the 
affectation  of  making  the  persona  speak  in  character; 
the  ingenuity  with  which  each  person  introduced  in  tlie 
drama  is  mode  useful  and  necessary  to  the  end ;  the  ad- 
mirable art  with  which  the  story  is  constnictcd.  and  with 
which  the  author  keeps  his  own  secrets  till  the  precise 
proper  moment  when  they  should  be  revealed, — whilst,  in 
the  mean  time,  with  the  skill  of  Shakspeare,  the  mind  is 
prepared  by  unseen  degrees  for  all  the  changes  of  feeling 
and  fortune,  so  that  nothing,  however  extraordinaiy, 
shocks  us  as  improbable ;  and  the  interest  is  kept  up  to 
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rtbe  l»M  momcDt.  We  were  so  posecesecl  with  the  belief 
lliBt  Uic  wbole  story  mul  every  cbaract^r  in  it  was  retd, 
iitluU  wv  could  not  endure  the  occtxBional  addressee  from 
?  uutlior  to  tbe  rea(k-r.  Tboy  are  like  Fielding ;  but 
'.lor  tbat  reason  wc  csnuot  boar  tbem :  we  cannot  bear 
ut  aa  aatbor  of  such  higli  powers,  of  sucb  original 
igeoltw,  fthuuld  for  a  moment  stoop  to  imitation.  This  is 
le  only  ttiing  we  dislike ;  tbese  are  the  only  passages  we 
isb  nmitMrd  to  tlie  wbole  work ;  and  let  the  unqualified 
Manor  id  whicb  I  say  this,  and  the  vei-y  vebeinence  of 
y  txptvae'ioa  of  this  d  is  appro  but  lou,  be  a  sure  pledge  to 
le  Mtbor  of  tlii'  sincerity  of  all  the  admiration  1  feci  for 
:Ub  genius.  I  have  not  yet  said  half  we  felt  ia  reading 
e  work.  The  characters  are  not  only  finely  drawn  u 
■epsr^e  fl^ures.  but  they  are  gruu|K'd  with  great  skill, 
ind  ooMlrsfttHi  so  artfully,  and  yet  so  naturally,  aa  to  prcv 
hwe  lb«i  liappii-et  dmniutic  effect,  and  at  the  some  time 
O  leUcve  tlie  feelings  aud  attention  in  the  most  agreeable 
MDOef.  The  novelty  of  tbe  Highland  world,  whicb  is 
reretl  to  our  view,  excites  curiosity  and  interest 
ffnlly ;  but,  though  it  is  all  new  to  us.  it  does  not 
r  perplex  or  strain  tbe  attention.  We  never 
by  doubts  of  tbe  probability  of  any  of 
lOdes  of  life.  Though  we  do  uot  know  tliem,  we 
6  ccrtttin  they  did  exist  exactly  as  tliey  are  repre- 
We  are  sensible  that  there  is  a.  peculiar  merit  in 
I,  which  ia.  Id  a  measure,  lust  upon  us,  —  the  diitkctt 
Kal  tbo  ll^bhuiders  and  tbe  Lowlanders,  etc.  But  there 
\}k  anotber  and  a  higher  merit,  in  which  we  are  as  much 
\  Mnck  and  as  nincb  delighted  as  any  true-born  Scoti-hinon 
:  the  various  gradations  of  Scotcb  feudal  char- 
'.  from  the  highborn  chieftain  and  the  military  baron, 
'  iraoUe-iBinded  lieutenant  Evan  Dhu,  tlie  rol>b« 
Llhe  savage  Callum   Ueg.     The   i 


The  Cbevalier  is  beautifully  drawn.  "A  prince:  ay, 
evei'y  inch  a  prince."  His  itoliahed  mannera,  Lis  exqui- 
aite  address,  politeness,  and  genei-osity,  interest  llie  reader 
irresistibly ;  and  be  pleases  the  more  from  tlie  < 
between  him  and  those  who  surrouDrl  him.  1  think  he  ii 
my  favorite  cbarftcter:  the  Baron  Bnulwai-dtue 
father's.  He  thinks  it  required  more  genius  to  ioventf 
and  more  ability  uniformly  to  sustain,  this  character  thai 
any  one  of  the  masterly  ohiiracters  wilb  which  the  I 
abounds.  There  is,  indeed,  uncommon  art  in  tbe  manDW" 
in  which  his  dignity  is  preser\-ed  by  his  courage  and  mag- 
nanimity, in  spite  of  all  his  pedantry  and  bis  ridictilea, 
and  his  bear  and  bootjack,  and  all  the  raillery  of  Mao»H 
Ivor.  Maclvor's  uncxi>ected  "bear  aud  Isootjack"  n 
US  laugh  heartily. 

But  to  return  to  the  dear  good  baron.  Though  1 
knowledge  that  I  am  not  as  good  a  judge  as  my  fatbi 
and  brotbera  are  of  bis  recondite  learning  and  his  la*l| 
Latin,  yet  I  feel  tlie  liumor.  and  was  toiicbed  to  the  quid 
by  the  strokes  of  generosity,  gentleness,  and  pathos, 
this  old  man  ;  who  is,  by  tbe  by,  all  in  good  time,  worked 
up  into  a  vei^  dignified  father-in-law  for  the  hero. 
exclamation  of  "  Oh,  my  son,  my  son  !  "  and  the  yieldingi 
of  the  fictitious  character  of  the  baron  to  the  naturfllf<| 
feelings  of  tbe  fattier,  is  beautiful.  (Evan  Dliu'a  fetf^ 
that  his  fatber-iD-law  should  die  quietly  in  his  lied  mads 
us  laugb  almost  as  much  as  tlie  bear  aud  the  bootjack.) 

Jinker  in  the  battle,  pleading  the  cause  of  the  mare  be 
had  sold  to  Balmanwhapple.  and  which  bad  thrown  him  fMP-_ 
want  of  a  proper  bit,  is  truly  comio.    My  father  says  tbiaif)  J 
and  some  other  passages  respecting  horsemanship,  could'  ] 
not  liave  been  written  by  any  one  who  waa  not  master 
both  of  the  great  and  little  horse, 

1  tell  you  wiltiout  order  the  great  and  little  etrok«a  oC 
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I  palbos  jUBt  Bs  1  recollect,  or  om  remiiiflefl  of 
C  this  momeiit  by  my  com  pau  ions.  The  fact  is.  that 
re  had  the  volumes  only  during  the  lime  we  could 
(■ead  them,  uid  aa  fast  ae  we  uould  read,  lent  us  aa  a 
ut  (Kvor  l>y  one  wluj  was  hujiny  enough  to  have  secured 
■  OLt)iy  Ix-forc  tJiu  tirat  and  second  editions  wci'e  sold  in 
Dulilin.  Wtien  we  applied,  not  b.  copy  could  be  tmd ;  we 
ra|iri-l  out-  in  the  course  of  next  week,  but  we  resolved  to 
wrih-  tu  the  nutLor  without  waiting  for  a  second  perusal. 
Jiid|tiii}t  by  our  fi-elinga  a«  authors,  we  guess  that  he 
•rowh)  mttier  Iiijow  our  genuine  first  thoughts,  thnu  wait 
bi-  i-ix>l  iM-cond  thoitgbLs,  ur  have  a  rcguliir  eulogium  or 
(rUit-Uin  put  in  the  most  lucid  manner,  and  given  in  the 
favst  st-iittrnces  tliat  ever  were  rounded. 

U  It  piMsibk'  that  1  liavc  got  thus  far  without  having 
IIBiDed  Flora  or  Vich  Ian  Vohr,  —  the  /asl  Vich  Ian  Vvhr! 
YkL  our  iniuds  were  full  of  them  the  moment  I  Ix-gun  this 
tatter ;  and  could  yon  have  seen  the  teui-s  foiccd  fi'im  us 
hgf  Mkar  fate  you  would  have  l)ecn  sattsfie<I  tliut  the  pathos 
L  to  oor  licarts.  Ian  Vohr,  from  the  first  moment  he 
a  till  the  last,  is  an  admirably  drawn  and  finely  aua- 
I  cbamcter,  —  new,  perfectly  new,  to  the  Kngllsh 
■,  often  entertaining,  always  heroic,  aometimea  aul>- 
The  Gray  spirit,  the  Bodaeh  Gtas.  thrills  »»  witli 
Vt!  What  effect  must  it  have  upon  those  under 
mce  of  the  sutjerstitions  of  tbe  Iliglihinds?  This 
laoco  ia  adndrubly  iutroiluce<).  This  su[<erstilioii 
^weakness  cgnite  consistent  with  the  strength  of  rhur- 
r,  pertecily  nntural  after  the  disappointment  of  nil  hb 
1  the  dejection  of  bis  mind,  and  the  cxUuustion 
O*  Ilk  l«dily  stn-ngth. 

PUita  we  could  wish  was  never  called  "  Miss  Maclvor ; " 
^  iMraiue  in  tliia  country  there  are  triltes  of  vulgar  Alias 
^K     Jfc<^  aud  thia  iis«ociatiou  ia  uufavoruhle  to  the  sublime 
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Bad  beatitifal  of  i/our  Flora.  She  is  a  true  heroine.  Her 
fireC  appearance  seized  upon  the  mind  and  enchuited  us 
BO  completely,  that  we  were  certain  she  was  to  bo  your 
heroiiie,  and  the  wife  of  jour  hero.  But  with  what  int] 
itabk  ait  you  gradually  convinced  the  reader  that  she 
not,  as  she  said  of  herself,  capable  of  maki 
happy.  Leaviug  her  in  full  possession  of  our  admiral 
you  first  made  us  pity,  then  love,  and  at  laet  give 
undivided  affection  to  Rose  Bradwardiue — sweet  kScotch 
Rose.  The  last  scene  Initwcen  Flora  and  Waverley  is 
highly  piithctic.  My  brother  wishes  that  '■•bridal  gar* 
meiit  "  were  "  aAroafi,"  because  when  the  heart  is  touched 
we  SL-ldum  use  metaphor,  or  quaint  alliteration:  "bnde 
favoi-8,"  "  bridal  garment."  There  is  one  thing  more  we 
could  wish  changed  or  omitted  in  Flora's  chai'acter.  I 
have  not  the  volume,  and  therefore  cannot  refer  to  the 
page :  but  I  recollect  in  the  first  visit  to  Flora,  when  she 
is  to  slug  certain  verses,  there  is  a  walk  iu  whicli  tba 
description  of  the  place  is  beautiful,  but  loo  long;  and  we 
did  not  like  the  preparation  for  a  scene,  —  the  appearwice 
of  Flora  and  her  har|)  was  too  tike  a  common  herotna. 
She  sliould  be  far  aI>ove  alt  stage  effect  or  novelists'  tricks. 
These  are,  without  reserve,  the  only  faults  we  found  or 
can  find  in  this  work  of  genius.  We  should  scarcely  havfl 
thought  them  worth  mentioning,  except  to  give  you  proof 
positive  that  we  are  not  flatterers.  Believe  me.  1  have 
act,  nor  con  I  convey  to  you  the  full  idea  of  the  pleasure, 
the  delight,  we  have  had  in  reading  "  Waverley."  nor  of 
the  feeling  of  sorrow  with  which  we  came  to  the  end 
of  the  history  of  persons  whose  real  presence  liod  «o 
filled  our  minds.  We  felt  that  we  must  return  to  Ihejlat 
realitiei  of  life,  that  our  stimulus  was  gone  ;  and 
little  dis|>osed  to  read  the  "Postscript,"  —  which  ahoi 
liave  been  a  preface. 
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^^  Well,  let  US  hear  it,"  said  my  father ;  and  Mrs.  Edge- 
worth  read  on. 

Oh,  my  dear  sir,  how  much  pleasure  would  my  father, 
my  mother,  my  whole  family,  as  well  as  myself,  have 
lost,  if  we  had  not  read  to  the  last  page !  And  the  pleas- 
ure came  upon  us  so  unexpectedly!  We  had  been  so 
completely  absorbed,  that  every  thought  of  ourselves,  of 
our  own  authorship,  was  far,  far  away. 

Thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have  done  us,  and  for  the 
pleasure  you  have  given  us,  great  in  proportion  to  the  opin- 
ion we  had  formed  of  the  work  we  had  just  perused  ;  and 
believe  me,  every  opinion  I  have  in  this  letter  expressed 
was  formed  before  any  individual  in  the  family  had  peeped 
to  the  end  of  the  book,  or  knew  how  much  we  owed  you. 

Your  obliged  and  grateful 

Maria  Edgeworth. 

The  intense  interest  of  the  reading  public  over 
each  new  "Waverley"  novel  was  also  felt  in  the 
literary  world.  There  was  not  much  doubt  as  to 
the  authorship  among  Scott's  literary  friends.  Miss 
Hamilton  said  of  "Waverley"  and  "Guy  Manner^ 
ing,"  "  though  the  name  of  Scott  does  not  grace  the 
titlepage,  it  is  seen  on  every  other  page  of  both  per- 
formances." 

Miss  Catherine  Sinclair  said  to  Sir  Walter  before 
he  confessed  himself  to  be  the  author  of  the  novels, 
**  If  you  will  tell  me  which  of  these  novels  you  pre- 
fer, I  shall  tell  you  in  return  which  of  them  has  the 
preference  given  to  it  by  a  very  good  authority,  — 
Miss  Edgeworth."  Sir  Walter  agreed  to  the  bar- 
gain :  and  she  told  him  that  her  brother  had  put  the 
question  to  Miss  Edgeworth ;  and  she  replied  to  Mr. 
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Sinclair,  "There  is  a  freBhness  about  the  Bret  no- 
which,  in  my  opinion,  gives  it  an  undouiiled  siipi 
ority  over  all  the  rest." — "  Well,  Misa  Sint'Iai 
Sir  Walter,  "  I,  for  my  part,  enjoyed  *  The  Antiquarj 
more  than  any  other.  There  are  touches  of  jiatlH 
in  it  which  much  affected  me,  and  I  had  inanjJ 
hearty  laugh  at  the  expense  of  the  antitjnary  I 
self."  —  "  Ves,"  replied  Miss  Siuclair,  "llie  ii 
these  novels,  whoever  he  may  he,  is  alwuys  Ini^ 
ing  at  gomehody;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  unuijiiiu 
the  person  he  in  laughing  at  is  evidently  liinieeJf."  . 

In   January  of   1815  Mr,  and  Mre.  Sncyd   I 
worth   went   to    England,    and    they   ofTeied 
houee  in  Dublin  to  Mr.  Edgeworth-     Maria  paa 
some   weeks   very  pleasantly   in   Duhlin,   wiih 
father  and  mother.    Mr.  Edgeworth  had  been  Jnvi 
by  the  Dublin  Society  to  try  some  experimenLt  i 
wheel-carriages,   which   he   successfully   did   duri 
this    visit.      During    this    winter    Mr.    Edgeworl 
whose  health  had  been  failing  since  hia  illnesis  of  t 
previous  year,  was  under  the  kind  and  friendly  < 
of  Sir  Philip   Crampton,  the   surgeon-general, 
did  all  he  could  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
patient,  but  it  was  evident   that   Mr.    Edgew 
health  was  seriously  impaired.     Their  stay  in  '. 
lin  was  also  saddened  by  the  death  of  Sir  Edw 
Pakenham,  who  led  the  British  forces  at  the  I 
of  New  Orleans,  U.S.A.     Mr.  Edgeworth  wn»  i 
attached  to  this  gallant  soldier  and  relative.     In  tli^ 
spirited  lines  of  Mrs.  Hemans  to  the  meuory  of  Sir 
£dward,  she  says, —  i 
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■Tflt  hut  thou  Btill  (though  victoiys  flame 
Id  Uint  lost  nioiDent  cheered  tliee  not) 
Left  (Jlory's  isle  anollier  iiaioe, 
That  ne'er  maj  be  forgot." 

Mariti  about  this  time,  in  describing  Lady  Louisa 
Cooolly,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and 
tkOcr  nf  the  second  Mrs.  Napier,  mother  of  the  Na- 
piem  of  Peninsular  fame,  said  Lady  Louisa  was  "all 
tliM  1  could  have  wished  to  represent  in  Mrs.  Hun- 
geiford:  and  her  figure  and  count«Qance  gave  ma 
back  the  image  in  my  mhid." 

Mr.  Edgeworth  was  ill  most  of  the  time  during 
this  year,  and  the  anxiety  overshadowed  Maria'a 
happini'iu!  more  and  more.  She  strove  very  hard  to 
reiireiis  her  feolingn,  and  wrote  more  or  less  all  the 
time,  at  his  urgent  request. 

Misa  Edgeworth  wrote  to  Mra.  Barbauld,  after 
leading  the  altnck  of  "  The  I.rf)udon  Quarterly  "  on 
the  poem  of  that  venerable  lady,  called  "1811." 

"  I  cannot  describe  to  you  the  indignation,  or  rather 

the  disgust,  tliat  we  felt  at  the  manner  in  which  you  are 

tioated  in  *  The  Cjuarteily  Review  : '   so  uogentleniaDlike, 

•n  unJuHt.  BO  Uiaoleiit.  a  review  I  never  read.     My  father 

■ni)  J.  in  tJie  mumeiit  uf   provocation,  enatoheil  up  our 

prtw  to  aiuwrr  it :  but  a  minute's  reflection  convinced  ua 

tlial  silrnt  coDt«iii|it  is  the  best  answer,  that  we  should 

i  aupfMMc  it  possible  ttiat  it  can  hurt  anj^body  with  the 

I  grnurutu  British   public  but  the   reviewers  tliomselves. 

[Tfar  line*  even  which  they  have  picked  out  with   most 

mfiruNM  intent  are  excellent,  and  sytenk  for  Uieniselves. 

at  it  ia  not  their  criticism  on  your  ])oem  which  iDcenaes 

e;  U  U  the  odiuuii  tout-  iu  whk-U  they  dare    to   speak 
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of  tlip  most  respectable  and  elegant  female  writer  that 
England  can  boast.  The  public,  the  pvblic,  will  do  you 
justice ! " 


In  the  year  1816  Mr.  aud  Miss  Edgeworth  pn] 
liahed  a  small  volume  called  "  Readings  on  Poetrj( 
It  coiitoius  Hclections  from  "The  Enfield  Speakei 
with  other  pieces,  and  some  detached  BentenM 
An  essay  on  parody  contained  a  short  and  clear  d 
scription  of  the  world's  great  parodies,  begtauili 
with  Homer's  "  Batraeho  Myomachia."  This  hoc 
which  its  editors  and  authors  siiy  in  the  preface  ^ 
prepared  in  "  the  hope  of  being  useful,"  had  a  \ 
range  of  selections;  but  the  original  intention 
making  it  suitable  for  the  young  was  carefully  fol- 
lowed, and  the  explanations  were  clear  and  easily 
comprehended.  The  book,  however,  was  not  of  much 
importance. 

In  1816  Maria  enlarged  the  plan  of  the  volume  of 
plays  which  she  intended  as  "Popular  Plays,"  to 
take  the  same  jilace  for  a  certain  class  nf  readen 
that  the  "  Popular  Tales  "  did.  It  was  oomplptcd  in 
181T.  and  published  in  that  year,  in  one  vuliitsfl^  j 
containing  "  Love  and  Law,"  "  The  Two  Oirand 
ans,"  and  "The  Rose,  Thistle,  and  Shamrock." 
Bubsequeut  editions  of  her  works,  "  The  Two  Guj 
iaiis"  was  omitted. 

Mrs.  Barbauld  had  not  heard  from  Miss  1 
worth  for  some  time,  and  expressed  some  doubts  J 
to  her  interest  m  herself;  to  which  Maria  replied  J 
follows ;  — 
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M  Mrs.  Barbaut-d.  —  Vour  kind,  wann,  friendly 

r  has  act  my  hi-iirt  nt  coae  iii»n  a  aiihject  which  haii 

g  liM'O  vt-ry  jiaintnl  to  me.     I  fi'ared,  and  I  could  not 

I  to  think,  that  I  had  lost  that  place  in  your  esteem 

I  slTt-ction  with  whicli  I  knew  that  you  onc«  lionorud 

I  oniild  not  bear  the  i  le&  lliat  you  auapcctetl  me 

r  Iiptnj;  wi  weak,  so  vain,  so  acnselcss,  as  to  huve  my 

ftin  turned  hy  n  little  rnshionable  Qattory.  and  to  lia\-e 

t  pbangi-<l   my  character  as  not  to  feel  the  difference 

<fnnr  fi-Umlship   and  tlip  commonplace  compli- 

rota  of  Lady  77im  and  Tliat  nnd   T'otlier.     Your  letter 

B  dissipatwj  all  the  very  painful  fancies  and  real  fears 

»ve  l>«?n  growing  and  preying  U|)on  me  these  two 

Thank  you.  —  '•ont/ie  knees  of  mj/ heart  "  I  thank 

And  lie  iLisured  that  your  condescension  ajiil  giHwi- 

■w*  in  fH.'ggiofE  my  panlon,  when  I  ought  to  Jiavc  k-ggcd, 

ud  <1H  ■  hundrml  times  in  my  secret  soul  ))eg,  youi-s,  is 

not  thrown  away  upon  me. 

80  we  will  now  go  on  when?  we  left  off.  too  long  ago. 
I  will  writ*  whenever  I  have  any  thing  to  say  that  I  wiali 
V  MT  to  you.  whether  it  be  worth  your  bearing  or  not; 
■Bd  if  yoa  do  not  answer  me,  I  will  only  regrtl :  I  prom- 
ise you  I  will  never  t>e  angry,  nor  will  I  ever  more  fret 
nv«elf  with  the  notion  that  you  are  angry  with  me.  God 
hliM  Jifnt.  Baillie  for  breaking  the  ice  between  ua  ! 

Vmi  have  no  idea  how  long,  how  tt'rribly  long,  it  is 
iKfin  books  of  any  suiwtantial  merit  reach  lliia  reniotc. 
'dliinate  KdgeworthHtown.  Such  trash  as  "Glenarvon," 
mJ  «uch  mischief  as  "Qertnun,"  come  too  fast,  poison- 
"Eull  Uio  wind.  We  have  Ixxik  societies  in  the  country, 
snl  i|i)  onlcr  liooks  of  merit  and  reputation  :  but  it  is  a 
M\aaf  time  Iwfore  the  Dublin  l>ooksellers  get  thrm,  as 
tbry  dare  not  write  for  them  on  their  own  account.  I 
■hall  immediately  beapeak  Dr.  Aikiu'a  "  Annals  "  for  our 
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society.  We  shall  anxionsly  expect  Misa  Aikin's 
of  Elizabeth."  Have  you  seen  a  txxtk  of  Dr.  MilUr'e' 
the  "  Hiiloeophy  of  History"  ?  The  introductory 
ter  ia  well  doDe,  but  I  fe&r  there  is  a  vice  de  conali 
in  the  plau  of  the  l)ook.  The  wit^,  bitterly 
Pluiiket  told  him,  that,  with  such  a  pluo,  be  should 
have  published  the  l)ook  tiU  ihe  day  of  jadgnunt. 
plan,  you  know,  is  to  show  that  all  history  forms  a 
dramii.  Now,  till  the  drama  is  Bnislied,  how  can  ftC 
come  to  the  monil?  and  without  omiiUcicDce,  how  can  lie 
see  the  conneflion  of  the  parts  and  the  whole? 

1  have  lately  seen  a  poem  wbieli  reminded  me  of 
spirit  of  your  "1811."     I  do  not  mean  to  say  in 
versification,  for  that  is  tinharmoDioiis  and  often  deft 
tivu ;  but  I  admire  in  it  the  noble  spirit  of  putrit 
and  virtue,  his  classicnt  i/inle,  and  anti-Bgron  princij 
The  poem  I  mean  is  "Greece,"  by  Mr.  Haygarth. 
know  nothing  of  him;  but  I  think  if  he  culljvatcfl 
interests,  be  may  cither  become  a  fine  historian  or  n 
tragedian.    This  praise  implies  a  great  range  of  mi 
but  I  do  not  say  he  is  —  I  say  he  may  become 
and  I  sliould  very  much  wish  to  know  whether  you  think 
the  same. 

On  the  contrary.  I  do  not  tbink  that  the  aathor  of 
"  Bertram,"  '  though  be  has  written  a  successful  tragedy. 
will  ever  write  a  good  tragedy,  —  feeling  run  mad  ! 

As  to  "Glenarvon,"  it  surely  can  do  no  mischief:  it 
is  such  nonsense.  I  stuck  fast  in  the  blood  and 
in  the  second  volume,  and  in  that  condition  fell 
asleep,  and  never  would  have  opened  my  eyes  on 
thin!  volume,  but  that  my  father  begged  me  to  read  the 
death  of  tlie  Princess  of  Madagascar,  wliieb  seema.  with 
all  Ibat  relates  to  the  princess,  to  be  written  by  a  fiui 
'  Tbo  Rev.  B.  C.  Halarlu. 
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much  superior  to  Lady  Caroline  Lamb's.  Who  wrote  it? 
Is  it  known? 

We  have  just  got  a  little  book  called  ^^  Display,"  a 
tale  for  young  people,  which  we  like  much.  It  is  written 
by  the  daughter  of  a  physician,  a  Miss  Jane  Taylor,  who 
keeps  a  school  near  Dublin.  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
her.  The  good  people  in  this  book  are  more  to  my  taste 
than  those  in  ^^  Ccelebs,"  because  they  are  not  so  meddling. 
I  only  wish  they  had  not  objected  to  young  people  going 
to  balls.  Before  I  could  finish  my  sentence,  in  praise  of 
all  the  good  sense  and  excellent  writing  of  this  tale,  a 
circle  of  young  and  old  ladies  were  open-mouthed  with  the 
question,  —  But  why  object  to  balls?  I  hope  you  like 
^^  The  Antiquary."  And  I  hope  you  have  no  doubt  of  its 
having  been  written  by  Walter  Scott. 

We  have  just  received  two  numbers  of  a  new  ^^  Journal 
of  the  Arts  and  Sciences,"  edited  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion of  Great  Britain.  Like  it  much.  Glad  to  see  Sir 
Humphry  Davy's  lamp  lighting  him  back  to  the  paths 
of  science,  from  the  bootless  excursion  he  took  into  the 
land  of  fashion.  Better  be  the  first  than  the  last  of  a 
class.  Better  be  thr  first  man  of  science  than  the  last 
man  of  fashion,  —  especially,  as  he  can  be  the  one,  and 
cannot  be  the  other. 

In  the  first  number  of  this  journal,  there  is  a  paper, 
by  Dr.  Park,  on  the  laws  of  sensation,  which  my  father 
admires  very  much. 

I  think  the  nerves  will  give  physicians  and  philosophers 
enough  to  do  for  the  next  century.  The  humorers  have 
had  their  day. 

Here  is  a  gentleman  in  our  neighborhood,  who  one 
year  imagines  himself  to  be  without  bones,  and  another 
year  without  muscles,  and  one  year  is  a  Harry-long-legs, 
and  another  a  man ;  and  all  the  time  eats  and  drinks 
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I  not  ftftB-  ^" 


heartily,  and  veara  a  coat  like  other  men,  and  is  not  c 
sidered  as  mure  timu  nervous. 

I  will  uow  fiiiiati,  lest  yoii  should  repent  having  let  loose 
my  pon  upon  you.  My  fattier  has  l)««n  hetttrr  lately,  boH 
bia  bealtti  is  far  from  strong.  I  sny  as  little  na  I  c»lj 
Upon  tliia  subject :  it  is  too  near  my  heart.  Sirs.  EdgCM 
worth  is  in  ns  blooming,  happy,  and  useful  health  as  wheo^ 
you  knew  her  at  Clifton. 

I  wish,  my  dear  Mrs.  Barbnuld,  I  conid  transport  yon 
into  this  lat^o,  cheerful  family,  where  eveiylKxIy  —  frot*^ 
little  I'akenliam  at  four  years  old,  to  the  old  bousekeep< 
"eldest  of   forms'"  —  would   do   every   thing   in   thel 
power  to  make  you  feel  quite  at  home.     You  should  □ 
see  any  washing-day'  but  one. 

Your  frienil.  Lord  Longford,  has  jnst  written  us  i 
that  he  is  going  to  he  marrie<l ;  and  from  his  own,  and  tbi 
impartial  acoouut  of  his  dcnr  sister  (commonly  called  tU 
Duchess  of  Wellington),  the  lady  he  has  ehosen  will  n 
only  pennanently  please  himself,  but  satisfy  the  anxioi 
wislies  of  Ilia  host  of  family  friends.     She  ia  Lady  Geon 
gina  Lygon.   t*-ntli  daughter  of   Lord  Beauehanip, 
says  she  will  not  pi^rmit  him  to  be  an  "  absentee  :  "  s( 
shall   now  linre  him   again    settled   at    Pakcnham    Hall, 
wittiin  ten  miles  of  us.     Now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Barbanid, 
could  not  you  summon  up  resolution  enough  to  be  sea- 
sick for  six  hours,  say  ten  at  the  utmost,  to  make  i 
happy,  and  I  hope  yourself,  for  as   many  months?    I  J 
have  two  brothers  now  at  Cheltenham,  Lovell  and  SneydAa 
both  known  to  you,  both  coming  over  to  Ireland,  I 
Sneyd  Edgewortli  also :  could  you  not  come  with  theml 
Anna  (Mrs.  Beddoos)  also  coming  in  the  spring. 

TItink  of  what  has  been  said!  and  do  not  tremble  at 

the  tboogUla  of  my  pestering  you  oft«n  with  such  long 

■  A  playtal  poem  of  Mis.  Baibaald's. 
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letters,  for  I  assare  you  it  is  not  my  habit ;  but,  in  the 
warmth  of  heart  kindled  by  your  warm,  affectionate  let- 
ter, all  this  poured  out. 

Your  affectionate,  obliged,  and  grateful  friend, 

Maria  Edgeworth. 

In  1816  Maria  received  a  letter  from  an  Americam 
Jewess,  a  Miss  Rachel  Mordecai  of  Virginia,  gently 
reproaching  her  with  having  made  Jews  ridiculous- 
and  odious  in  her  novels  and  tales,  and  begging  her 
to  give  the  world  a  picture  of  a  good  Jew.  This 
was  the  origin  of  the  story  of  "Harrington,"  and 
the  beginning  of  an  interesting  correspondence  with 
Miss  Mordecai  and  her  family,  which  lasted  many 
years. 

In  August,  1816,  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  touching  on 
the  subject  of  Lord  Byron's  conduct,  says,  — 

"  EverylHxly  is  writing  and  talking  about  Lord  Byron, 
but  I  am  tired  of  the  subject.  The  '  all  for  murder,  all 
for  crime  *  system  of  poetry  will  now  go  out  of  fashion : 
'  as  long  he  appeared  an  outrageous  villain  he  might  have 
ridden  triumphantly  on  the  storm  ;  but  he  has  now  shown 
himself  too  base,  too  mean,  too  contemptible,  for  any 
thing  like  a  heroic  devil.*' 

In  September,  though  the  house  was  full  of  com- 
pany, Maria  "was  in  her  own  little  den,"  writing 
hard.  The  house  was  full,  when  a  letter  from  "  the 
great  R.  Ward,"  was  brought  her.  He,  meantime, 
was  waiting  in  the  carriage  to  hear  if  he  would  be 
admitted.  She  hoped  it  was  "  the  Mr.  Ward  (Lord 
Ward  and  Dudley)  who  made  the  speech,  and  wrote 
the  review  of  '  Patronage '  in  '  The  Quarterly,'  and 
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of  wliom  Mme.  de  Stael  said  he  was  the  only 
England  who  really  understood  the  art  of  conv» 
tion."  He  proved  to  be  "a  very  geutletnanUkel 
agreeahle  man,  full  of  anecdotes,  ban  mots,  and  com- 
pliments;" but  not  Ijord  Dudley.  He  "was  nndei^ 
secretary  of  state  during  a  great  part  of  Pitt's 
administration,  and  has  been  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  and  is  now  clerk  of  the  ordnance, 
and  has  been  sent  to  Ireland  to  reform  abuses  in  the 
ordnance.  He  told  me  that  he  had  heard  in  Lon- 
don that  I  had  a  sort  of  memoria  tec/mica,  by  which 
I  could  remember  every  thing  that  was  said  in  con- 
versation, and  by  certain  motions  of  my  fingersi 
could,  while  people  were  talking  to  me,  note  down 
all  the  ridiculous  pointe.  He  happened  to  have 
passed  some  time  in  his  early  life  at  Lichfield,  and 
knew  Miss  Seward  and  Dr.  Darwin,  and  many  other 
people  my  father  and  aunts  knew.  He  repeatei 
among  other  good  things,  the  following  lines  by 
Mansel,  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  on  Miss  Seward 
Mr.  Hayley's  flattering  each  other :  — 
" '  Prince  of  poets,  England's  glory,  Mr.  Itayley,  that  U  you 
■  Ma'nm.  you  cany  all  before  you,  Licbfield's  own,  indeed  yow* 

do!' 
'  In  ppic,  elegy,  or  sonnet,  Mr.  Hayley,  you're  divine  1  * 
'Madam,  take  my  word  upon  it,  you  yourself  are  all  Um 
mne:  " 

Maria  kept  busy  all  this  summer  at "  Harrington 
and  "Ormond;"  and  in  February  nf  1817,  as  sbl 
drove  with  her  father  to  visit  Lord  Longford's  bride  1 
at  Pakenham  Hall,  she  read  to  bim  in  the  earring  I 

the  first  chapter  of  "  Ormond."     It  was  the  last  v 
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Mr.  Edgeworth  paid  anywhere.  He  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  Maria  that  she  should  write  a  story  as 
a  companion  to  ^^  Harrington ; "  and  with  all  the 
anguish  of  heart  which  oppressed  her  natural  spirits, 
at  the  sight  of  seeing  her  father  suffering  such  pain, 
and  daily  growing  weaker,  she  made  a  strong  effort 
to  amuse  him.  By  a  wonderful  exertion  of  love  and 
genius,  she  produced  the  gay  and  spirited  pages  of 
"Ormond;"  among  which  may  be  found  some  of 
her  most  vivacious  scenes,  her  inimitable  characters. 
Wit,  humor,  and  pathos  made  the  story  a  bright 
entertainment  for  the  sufferer ;  who  could  not  have 
realized  in  a  line  of  its  pages  the  aching  heart  which 
dictated  it.  The  book  was  read  chapter  by  chapter 
in  her  father's  room. 

In  the  introduction  to  "  Harold  the  Dauntless," 
published  in  1817,  Scott,  in  his  address  to  "  Ennui," 
pays  Miss  Edgeworth  the  following  pretty  compli- 
ment :  — 

**  Then  of  the  books  to  call  thy  drowsy  glance 
Compiled,  what  bard  the  catalogue  may  quote  1 
Flays,  poems,  novels,  never  read  but  once : 
But  not  of  such  the  tale  fair  Edgeworth  wrote ; 
That  bears  thy  name,  and  is  thine  antidote." 

The  author  of  that  amusing  society  novel  of  that 
time,  "  Cecil  the  Coxcomb,"  says  in  quite  a  digres- 
sion on  "  Ennui,"  — 

*'  The  powerful  novel  of  Miss  Edgeworth  gave  a  sort 
of  unnatural  emphasis  to  the  word  in  the  mouths  of  my 
countrymen." 
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In   another  place    the   same   novelist  calls  Maria 
"the  wise  daughter  of  a  learned  father." 

Maria  says  of  her  father's  share  in  the  compositioa  J 
of  "  Ormond,"  — 

'-The  following  parts  of  '  Ormond '  were,  as  well  oi 
can  recollect,  written  for  me  by  my  dear  fatber  in 
last  illness:  the  death  of  King  Corny  (I  em  not  sure  < 
ttie  pn^es,  and  do  not  like  to  look  for  Ibem) ;  but  I  know  ' 
it  ia  from  the  time  of  the  return  from  shooting  to  ttie  eud 
of  that  chiipler  where  Ormond  '  loses  the  beat  friend  he 
had  in  the  world.' 

"The  whole  of  Moriarty's  history  of  his  escape  fni 
prison  was  dictated,  without  the  alteraUon  or  hesitation  t 
a  word,  to  Uonora  and  to  me. 

"Also  the  meeting  between  Moriarty  and  Lis  ' 
when  he  jumps  out  of  the  carriage  the  moment  he  ben 
her  voice.  My  father  corrected  the  whole  by  having 
read  to  him  many,  many  times :  often  working  at  it  iu  I 
bed  for  hours  together,  —  once,  at  the  end,  for  six  hoi 
tt^ether,  —  between  the  intervals  of  siekneea  and  exqultfj 
]>aiu.  .  .  . 

'•The  history  Mr,  Edgeworth  heard  from  the  i 
liero  of  it,  Michael  Dunne,  whom  he  chanced  to  mt 
the  town  of  Navan,  where  he  was  living   respectaU 
He  kept  a  shop  where  Mr.  Edgeworth  went  to  pnrchi 
som6  boai'ds ;  and,  olwerving  Bomctbiug  very  n 
in  tlie  man's  countenance,  he  queBtione<l  him  as  they  it 
looking  at  the  timber  in  his  yani,  and  be  very  readily  tc 
his  tale,  almost  in  the  very  words  used  by  Moriarty." 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Inchbald,  with  "  Comic  Dramas." — Continaed  Illnesa 
of  Mr.  Edgeworth.  —  His  Death.  —  Maria's  Distress.  —  No  Work 
done  for  Many  Months.— Maria  rouses  herself  to  work  on  her 
Father's  "Memoir."  — A  Visit  to  Bo  wood.  >- Lord  and  Lady 
Lansdowne.  —  Dumont.  —  Moore's  Diary.  —  Other  Visits.  —  The 
Grove.  —  Hampstead.  —  The  Misses  Baillie.  —  Again  at  Bowood. 
— Byrkeley  Lodge.  —  Trentham.  —  Smethwick.  —  Lady  Elizabeth 
"Whitbread's  House.  — Kensington  Gore.  —  London  Friends.— 
Duchess  of  Wellington.  —  Deep  Dene.  —  Home.  —  "  Memoir." 

[With  "Comic  Dramas."] 

Edgeworthstown,  May  17, 1817. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Inchbald, —  I  am  really  anxious  to 
hear  your  opinion  of  my  little  ''Comic  Dramas  ;  *'  because 
you  are  one  of  the  very  few  persons  in  the  world  who  can 
form  a  decided  opinion,  and  who  wiU  have  the  courage 
to  tell  the  truth  to  an  author. 

Let  me  request  then,  my  dear  madam,  that,  as  soon  as 
you  have  read  these  dramatic  attempts^  you  will  write  to 
me :  one  of  your  truly  original  and  entertaining  letters 
will  gratify  us,  independently  of  all  selfish  considera- 
tions. 

My  father's  health  continues  to  be  very  precarious. 
His  pleasures  all  now  depend  on  his  taste  for  literature 
and  on  the  affection  of  his  friends. 

He  is  fortunate  in  having  excellent  correspondents 
among  the  wisest  and  best  people  now  living. 

You  will  not  consider  it  as  an  idle  or  a  propitiatory  com- 
pliment, if  I  assure  you  that  he  is  now  more  anxious  for 
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K  letter  from  Mrs.  iDchbnld  than  from  auy  petsoD  i 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate, 

M.^RiA  Edgewortb. 
Mv  DEAR  Mrs,  In'ciibald, — Tbotigli  I  can  only  say 
"dilto"  to  my  father,  yet  I  must  ndd  with  my  own  Iiao^J 
my  tlinnks  to  you ;   lest  you  sliould  imagine  tliat  I  j 
vexed  01-  affronted,  and  uuwortby,  after  all.  to  bear  ttM 
truth.     Believe  me.  /  am  woitby  and  fit  to  hear  iL 
know  the  inestimable  value  to  an  author  of  one  frie 
and  one  good  judge,  who  has  the  courage  to  a|>euk  t 
truth.     I  have  felt  this  all  my  life.     My  father  has  olwayi 
told  me  the  truth  as  far  as  parental  partiality  allowed  1 
to  be  possible.     He  has  always  seen  the  truth,  and  fore 
told  to  me  what  the  best  judges  would  think.     I  have  liadfl 
Bome  experienee  of  the  flattery  Ijestowed  on  authors,  i 
tlio  reluctance  that  almost  all  people  feel  to  hazard  Uicm 
■  selves   by   saying   any   thing    but   what    is    itnmeiltntvly^ 
agreeable :   therefore,  I   know  how   fully  to  a|iprecia(tt.  f 
your   courage,  integrity,    and  generous    regard    fur    me. 
Show  me  that  you  believe  me  to  be  sincei-e,  and  worthy 
of  your  good  opinion,  by  writing  wilb  tbc  same  frankueaa 
about  the  tales  which  you  shall  soon  receive. 

Would  you  ever  have  guessed  from  my  father's  letter, 
tiiat  it  is  written  —  that  is  dictated — by  a  man  who  i 
very  ill.  who  has  been  suffering  daily  and  nightly  undorri 
dispiriting  bilious  sickness  these  two  years,  and  who  h 
lost  twelve  pounds  weight  in  the  last  three  mouths  ?    ButI 
he  has  an  unconquerable  mind,  and  affection  for  his  frieodlll 
that  no  personal  sufferings  can  abate.     I  wish  you  1 
seen,  or  rather  known,  more  of  him:  you  are  woithy  t 
know  him  thoroughly. 

1  am  your  obliged  and  grateful, 

MaKIA    EDGinVUBIB^ 
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Mr.  Edgeworth,  in  writing  to  Lady  Romilly  by  dicta- 
tion the  8th  of  June,  only  five  day^  before  his  deaths 
showed  how  strongly  his  feelings  were  enlisted  for 
Maria.    He  says, — 

'*  The  little  '  Dramas '  ^  which  you  mention  are  inferior 
performances,  upon  which  I  assure  you  we  set  small  value^ 
They,  however,  sell  well ;  which  we  are  glad  of  on  our 
publisher's  account.  In  a  few  days  I  hoi)e  you  will 
receive  Maria's  new  tales.  I  do  acknowledge  that  I  set  a 
high  value  upon  them.  They  have  cheered  the  lingeiing 
hours  of  my  illness  ;  and  they  have  —  I  speak  literally  — 
given  me  more  pleasure  during  confinement  than  could 
be  imagined  fix)m  the  natui'e  of  my  illness." 

The  preface  to  "  Harrington  "  and  "  Ormond  "  was 
written  but  a  little  while  before  Mr.  Edgeworth's 
death.  It  was  dated  May  81.  It  was  the  last  he 
ever  wrote  for  Maria.  In  a  letter  about  these  tales 
he  said,  — 

"  Maria's  tales  will  soon  issue  from  the  press.  If  they 
fail  of  succeeding  with  the  public,  you  will  hear  of  my 
hanging  myself." 

To  the  last,  in  spite  of  pain  and  weakness,  his 
mind  was  clear  and  active,  and  his  judgment  vigor- 
ous. 

The  last  critical  office  Mrs.  Inclibald  did  for 
Miss  Edgeworth  was  to  read  the  volumes  contain- 
iug  "  Harrington  "  and  "  Ormond  "  and  "  Thouglits 
on  Bores."  Mrs.  Inchbald's  biographer  says  she  was 
"greatly  astonished  at  the  amazing  fertility  of  the 

^  Comic  Dramas. 
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Muse  of  Erin."     The  a^me  thought  must  strike  aafl 
oue   who  looks  ou  Miss   Edgeworth's  works:    th^ 
are  so  uuiDeroiis;  and  yet  tlie  oharacter  o£  her  v 
iiig  ia  well  suatuined,  and  her  spirit  does  not  f 
She  owed  much   to  her  father's  kindly  eaeoiimgM 
meut  and  counsel.      It   is  useless  now  to  que-itio| 
what  wight  have  been  Maria's  position  as  a  writer  1 
she  had  been  left  to  follow  the  bent  of  her  genii 
unaided  by  her  father's  advice.     "Helen,"  wiiit«( 
long  after  hia  death,  would  servo  to  reveal  somethinjl 
of  the    effect  which  Mr.  Edgeworth  had    ou 
daughter's  writing.     It  shows    a    lighter  linoti, 
greater    ease    in    handltug    (Uiitogue,    and    a    mcM 
natural  inconsistency  in  its  characters,  than  she  i 
allowed  by  her  father.     Heleu  and  Beauclerc,  I 
Davenant  and  Lady  Cecilia,  are  very  real  characteij 
The  hand  of  Miss  Edgeworth  had  not  lost  its  cm 
ning.  but  her  natural  timidity  was  so  great  that  i 
could  not  work  after  her  life-long  support  was  i 
moved.    She  had  accustomed  herself  to  lean  up* 
what  she  considered  her  father's  superior  knuwledfl 
of  the  world  and  literary  judgment,  unril  she  ' 
unfitted  for  independent  literary  work  for  a  time. 
Mr.  Edgeworth  died  June  13,  1817;  and  the  i 
of  this  year  was  a  painful  hlank  in  Maria's  life,  wbifll 
had  heretofore  been  almost  a  dual  one.      This  nt^ 
traordinary  man,  in    his  seventy-second   year,   in  i 
fragment  on  education,  said,  "  Providence  has  blesee 
me  with  six  children  by  my  present  wife,  in  additic 
to  twelve  that  I  had  before;"'  and  he  then  dil^^ 
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on  his  views  on  the  education  of  children,  and  his 
wishes  for  the  future  of  his  grandchildren.  He 
wrote  once,  jocosely,  an  epitaph  on  himself,  ending, 
'^  There's  an  edge  to  his  wit,  and  there's  worth  in 
his  heart." 

The  long  strain  removed,  by  the  death  of  her 
father,  Maria  was  completely  unnerved;  and  for 
months  she  was  very  wretched.  Her  great  efforts  to 
cheer  her  dying  father,  and  the  excessive  applica- 
tion on  "  Ormond,"  had  quite  injured  her  eyes  f  and 
she  was  obliged  to  give  up  reading,  letter-writing,  and 
all  kinds  of  needlework.  She  learned  at  this  time  to 
knit,  and  found  it  an  interesting  employment  as  she 
began  to  take  up  the  daily  duties  of  life. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  was  always  quoting  Miss  Edge- 
worth,  or  alluding  to  some  of  her  characters.  In  a 
letter  of  1817,  written  to  Jeffrey,  he  compares  him- 
self at  Abbotsford  to  "one  of  Miss  Edgeworth's 
heroines:  master  of  all  things  in  miniature,  —  a  little 
hill  and  a  little  glen,  and  a  little  horse-pond  of  a 
loch,  and  —  a  little  river  I  was  going  to  call  it  —  the 
Tweed;  but  I  remember  the  minister  was  mobbed 
by  his  parishioners  for  terming  it  in  his  statistical  re- 
port an  inconsiderable  stream."  And  he  then  de- 
scribes himself  as  being  in  the  '^mortar-tub,"  and 
busy  building. 

In  the  last  weeks  of  this  sad  year  Maria  made  a 
visit  at  Black  Castle,  and  went  thence  to  CoUon  to 
join  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  who  had  been  with  her  chil- 
dren at  her  father's  house.  The  Misses  Sneyd  left 
Edgeworthstown  for  their  brother's  home,  Byrkeley 
Lodge,  Staffordshire,  in  consequence  of  an  agree- 
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ment  made  to  timt  effect  before  tbe  death  of  Mr. 
Edgeworth.  They  took  with  them  Ilonora,  who  now 
reLunieil  to  Irehiiid  after  this  visit  Co  Eiightnd.  and 
found  Maria  and  lier  step-mother  at  Collon  in  Janu- 
ary. Shortly  after  they  all  went  hack  to  Edgeworths- 
town,  Lovell  Edgeworth  wished  his  step-mother  bo 
make  it  her  home,  as  in  hid  father's  lifetime. 

This  was  a  very  sad  return,  for  the  hiss  i 
husband  and  father  was  made  more  evident  to  thei 
in  tlie  home  they  hfid  enjoyed  together.     Two  w^ 
Aeasons    had   brought   a  famiue,   typhus-fever,   noj 
much  suffering  and  death  among  their  puor  teuantryfl 
A  painful  duty  hiy  before  Maria,  and  one  she  foaaf 
it  diffifiiit  to  perform  to  her  own  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  had  enjoined  on  Maria  the  task  < 
completing  his  memoir,  written  by  himself  up  to  1 
year  1782.  lu  the  introduction  to  his  early  memo! 
he  says, — 

"My  beloved  daughter  Maria,  at  my  earnest  requesG 
hoB  promised  to  revise,  complete,  and  publisli  her  falbei'l 
life." 

Her  sisters  copied  many  letters,  and  also  wraU 
from  dictation,  to  save  Maria's  eyes,  which  were  atifl 
far  from  strong ;  and  she  began  to  work  as  much  t 
possible  at  ivhat  she  considered  as  a  sacred  dutj 
She  bitterly  realized  the  loss  of  her  father's  encour-" 
aging  words  and  sympathetic  yet  impartial  advice  i 
her  very  difficult  undertaking. 

Ill  the  spring  of  1818  Lord  Carrington  off 
Mrs.  Edgeworth  an  appointment  in  the  East-I 
Civil  Service ;  and  this  was  accepted  for  her  i 
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Pakenham,  who  left  home  soon  after  for  India, 
where  he  lived  many  years.  The  illness  of  Wil- 
liam Edgeworth  called  Mrs.  Edgeworth  to  England 
daring  this  season. 

Lady  Lansdowne  wrote  Maria  at  this  time,  press- 
ingly  inviting  her  to  Bowood,  and  telling  that  ^^  M. 
Dumont  is  expected  in  May  or  June,  and  oh  that 
you  would  meet  him  at  Bowood  I  few  things  in  this 
world  could  give  me  more  pleasure."  Maria  thought 
favorably  of  this  kind  invitation,  and  accepted  it 
later  in  the  year. 

Maria  had  a  correspondent  in  Philadelphia,  wh) 
wrote  her  of  the  intense  interest  felt  in  America 
about  the  Waverley  novels,  saying, — 

(( 4  Waverley,'  '  Guy  Mannering,'  etc.,  have  excited  as 
much  enthusiasm  in  America  as  in  Earope.  Boats  are 
DOW  actually  on  the  lookout  for  ^  Rob  Roy,'  all  here  are 
80  impatient  to  get  the  first  sight  of  it." 

As  Maria  was  very  anxious  to  meet  M.  Dumont, 
and  have  his  opinion  of  her  life  of  her  father,  she 
accepted  the  cordial  invitation  of  Lady  Lansdowne, 
and  went,  accompanied  by  her  sister  Honora,  to 
Bowood,  where  they  arrived  the  7th  of  September, 
1818.  On  her  way  there  she  made  visits  to  her 
sisters,  Mrs.  Beddoes  and  Mrs.  King. 

Previous  to  this  journey  she  was  at  her  brother 
Sneyd's  in  Wicklow  County,  and  in  speaking  of  the 
"  Memoir,"  and  her  share  m  it,  to  Mrs.  Stark  of 
Glasgow,  said,  — 

^'I  am,  and  have  been  ever  since  I  could  command 
my  attention,   intent  uix>n  finishing  these  memou-s   of 
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hiinBelf  which  mj  father  left  me  to  finish,  and  chained 
me  to  publish.  I  am  now  within  two  months  work  of 
finishing  all  I  mean  to  write ;  but  the  work  of  revision  and 
consideration — oh !  most  anxious  consideratioi 
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M.  Dumont  was  "very  mucb  pleased  with 
father's  manuscript,"  Maria  wrote :  "  he  has  read  a 
good  deal  of  mine,  and  likes  it.  He  hates  Mr.  Day 
in  Kpite  of  all  his  good  qualities :  he  says  he  knows 
he  could  not  bear  that  sort  of  a  man,  who  has 
pride  and  misantliropies  about  trifles,  raising  a  gi 
theory  of  morals  upon  an  amour  propre  hle»»^. 

She  describes  the  life   at   Bowood   as   delightl 
aaying  in  one  letter,  — 

"  Now  I  will  tell  you  how  we  pass  onr  day.     At  seven" 
I  get  up,  —  this  morning  half-past  six,  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  writing  to  you;  breakfast  at  half  after  nine,  very 
pleasant ;  afterwarrts  wo  all  stray  into  the  library  for  i 
few  minutes,  and  settle  when  we  shall   meet  again    : 
walking,  etc. :  then   Lady  Lausdowne  goes  to  her  del 
dressing-room,  and  dear  children,  Dumont  to  his   atti 
Lord  Lansdowne  to  his  out-of-door  woi-k,  and  we  to  a 
elegant  dressing-room,  and  Mies  Camegy  to  hers, 
tween  one  and  two,  luncheon  :  happy  time  1     Lady  I 
downe  is  so  cheerful,  polite,  and  easy,  jnst  as  she  waa  b 
her  walks  at  Edgeworthstown  ;  but  very  diSei«nt  i 
are  the  walks  we  take  here,  most  various  and  delightfaM 
from  dressed  knots,  shrubbery,  and  park  walks,  to  field 
with  inviting  paths,  wide  downs,  shady,  winding  lanefl 
happy   CotU^es,    not  drenned,  but   naturally  well  place 
and  with  evidence  in  every  part  of  their  being  well  s 
to  the  inhabitants.     After  walk,  dress  and    make    has 
for  dinner.     Dinner  always  pleasant,  because  Lord  i 
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Lady  Lansdowoe  converse  so  agreeably  —  Damont  also 
towards  the  dessert.  After  dinner  we  find  the  children 
in  the  drawing-room.  I  like  them  better  and  better  the 
more  I  see  of  them.  When  there  is  company,  a  whist- 
table  for  the  gentlemen.  Dumont  read  out  one  evening 
one  of  Comeille's  plays,  '  Le  Florentin,'  beautiful,  and 
beautifully  read.  We  asked  for  one  of  Moli^re ;  but  he 
said  to  Lord  Lansdowne  that  it  was  impossible  to  read 
out  Moli^re  without  a  quicker  eye  than  he  had  pour  de 
certains  propos.  They  went  to  the  library,  and  brought 
out  at  last  as  odd  a  choice  as  could  well  be  made,  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville  as  auditor,  — '  Le  Vieux  C^libataire/ 
an  excellent  play,  interesting  and  lively  throughout,  and 
the  old  bachelor  himself  a  charming  character.  Dumont 
read  it  as  well  as  Tessier  could  have  read  it ;  but  there 
were  things  which  seemed  as  if  they  were  written  on  pur- 
pose for  the  c^libataire  who  was  listening  and  the  c61i- 
bataire  who  was  reading. 

*^Lord  Lansdowne,  when  I  asked  him  to  describe 
Bocca  ^  to  me,  said  he  heard  him  give  an  answer  to  Lord 
Byron  which  marked  the  indignant  frankness  of  his 
mind.  Lord  Byron  at  Coppet  had  been  going  on  abus- 
ing the  stupidity  of  the  good  people  of  Geneva :  Rocca 
at  last  turned  short  upon  him,  ^  £h !  Milord,  pourquoi 
done  venez-vous  vous  fourrer  parmi  ces  honnetes  gens  ? ' 

''Mme.  de  Stael, — I  fumble  anecdotes  together  as  I 
recollect  them,  —  Mme.  de  Stael  had  a  great  wish  to  see 
Mr.  Bowles  the  poet,  or,  as  Lord  Byron  calls  him,  '  the 
sonneteer.'  She  admired  his  sonnets,  and  his  spirit  of 
maritime  discovery,  and  ranked  him  high  as  an  English 
genius.  In  riding  to  Bowood  he  fell,  and  sprained  his 
shoulder,  but  still  came  on.  Lord  Lansdowne  alluded 
to  this  in  presenting  him  to  Mme.  de  Stael  before  dinner, 

^  Second  husband  of  lime,  de  StafiL 
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in  llie  midst  of  the  list^^niDg  circle.  Slio  \>ogart  to  com- 
plimcut  liiin  and  herself  uiwii  llie  exertion  he  had  made 
to  come  and  see  Ijer-  '  Oli,  ma'am  !  say  no  more, 
would  huve  done  a  grc&l  deal  more  to  sec  so  great  a  col 


aoisb- 
[if  tbe 
lO  b*^^ 

me  to 
■ouglii 
her  to 

Ied«k1 


"  Lord  Lansdowne  says  it  is  iinpoasible  to  describe  1 
gknck  ill  Mme.  de  Stacl's  face,  — the  breathless  astooisb- 
mcut,  and  tlie  total  change  proiluced  in  her  opinion  of  tbe 
man.     She  said  afterwards  to  Lord  Lansdowi 
told  her  he  was  a  simple  country  clergyman,  '  Je  voia  t 
que  ce  n'est  qu'un  ainipte  eurfi  qui  n'a  pas  le  sens  t 
mon,  quoi  que  grand  poite.' 

"  Lady  Lansdowne,  just  as  I  was  writing  this,  came  to 
my  room  and  paid  me  half  au  hour's  visit.  She  brouglii 
baok  my  fnther's  manuscript,  which  I  bad  lent  to  her  to 
read.  She  was  exceeding  interested  in  it :  she  anys,  ' 
is  not  only  entertaining,  but  interesting,  as  showing 
such  a  cliaracter  was  formed.  When  ho  was  settled  1 
Hare  Hatch,  after  hia  firet  marriage,  he  seemed  as  muob 
out  of  fortune's  way  as  possible ;  and  yet  he  found  ooca- 
patiojia  which  led  to  distinction,  and  be  formed  i 
friendahip  for  Mr.  Day  which  was  so  honorable  to  1 
She  admires  and  loves  Mr.  Day  as  much  as  Dumont  i 
likes  bim." 

On  the  occasion  of  this  visit  at  Bowood,  thai 
were,  by  turns,  several  sets  of  people,  —  Mr.  Gw 
ville,  Lord  and  Lady  Grenville,  Lord  and 
Bathiirst.  and  others.    In  concluding  her  visit.  Mad 
wrote,  — 

"This  visit  to  Bowood  has  surpassed  my  expectation 
in  every  respect.  I  much  enjoy  the  sight  of  Latly  T^auA- 
downe's  happiness  willi  her  husband  and  her  children,— _l 
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la^,  fortane,  cultivated  society,  in  short,  every  thing 
,  Uio  most  rensoaalile  or  unreason  able  could  wish. 
3  uniitt)]e,  anil  so  desiroug  to  make  others  happy, 
i  it  is  impossible  not  to  lore  her ;  aud  tlic  most  envi- 
t  or  luortois,  I  thiolc.  would  have  the  heart  opened  to 
BynipaUiy  with  ber.  They  are  so  fond  of  each  oilier,  and 
•bow  it,  and  don't  show  it,  in  the  most  agreeable  iiianaer. 
Dis  (TMivcrsation  is  very  varied  and  natural,  full  of  infor- 
Bation  given  for  the  sake  of  those  to  whom  he  speaks, 
serer  for  displ.-ty.  What  he  says  lets  us  into  his  fecttags 
•od  character  always,  and  therefore  interests  me." 

Of  Lord   Lansdowne'a  conversation,  Maria  gives 
lome  examples :  — 

"  I  observed  one  day  at  dinner  at  Bowooci,  that  chil- 
dran  have  very  early  a  desire  to  produce  an  effect,  s 
muilfn]  in  company.  '  Yes,'  said  Lord  Lansdowne,  '  I 
RQrinlHT  distiactly  having  that  feeling,  and  aetiug  upon 
it  uTirc  in  a  large  and  august  company,  when  I  was  a 
TDguff  boy,  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution,  when 
K  Dnke  and  Duebesse  de  Polignac  came  to  Bowood,  and 
ij  fMher  was  anxious  to  receive  those  illustrious  guests 
li  all  ilue  honor.  One  Saturday  evening,  when  tbey 
I  silting  in  state  in  the  drawing-room,  my  father 
I  htraluccd  me ;  and  I  was  asked  to  give  the  company  a 
The  text  I  chose  was.  quite  undesignedly,  '  Put 
i  Mjnnr  trust  in  princes. '  The  moment  I  had  pronounced 
<lbew<mts,  I  saw  my  father's  countenance  change  ;  and  I 
Wrchai^ea  in  the  countenances  of  ttie  duke  and  duch- 
I  of  every  face  in  the  circle.  I  saw  I  was  the 
if  this ;  and,  though  I  knew  my  father  wanted  tu 
ti  I  would  go  on,  to  see  what  would  be  the  effect. 
J  text,  and  preached  u|x)n  it,  and  as  I 
It  what  it  won  tbat  affected  the  congref 
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"  Afterwaixls  Lord  Slielbunje  desired  him  to  go  rom 
the  oircle  aud  wish  the  company  good-nigtit ;  but,  wIm 
he  cnino  to  the  Duchesse  de  Poligoac,  be  could  uot  rcBol 
to  kisa  Ler:  lie  »o  delisted  the  patch  of  rouge  on  1 
check,  be  started  back.  Lonl  Slielburue  nbisiiercd  a 
in  his  car :  no,  he  would  not ;  and  the;  wei'e  obliged  jf 
Iftugh  it  off.     lint  hia  father  was  very  much  vexed. 

"Another  day  we  were  talking  of  'Glenanon; 
I  said  we  tlioiight  the  Priiicesa  of  Slodagascar,  Ludy 
Uollaml,  so  good,  that  we  faneied  it  bad  been  inserted  Iw. . 
a  bettor  Iiand ;  but  Loni  Lansdowue  said  it  was  ceitaial""' 
written  by  Lady  Caroline  Lamb  herself:  she  was  pec 
voked  to  it  by  a  note  of  good  advice  from  Lady  Hollai 
I  said  I  thought  the  book  bo  stupid  I  could  hardly  { 
through  it :  and  Loi-d  Lansdowiie  aaid,  that  but  for  c 
ositj  to  see  what  would  be  said  of  particular  people,  i 
could  not  have  got  to  tlie  end  of  it.  '  And,  liesides  t 
natural  curiosity  alwut  my  friends  and  acquaiutanct>s,'  fi 
added,  '  I  ex|>ecled  to  find  myself  abused.'  " 

In  Moore's  diary  for  1818,  he  mentioned  this  v 
at  Bowood,  near  which  place  he  lived,  and  whi 
he  was  a  constant  visitor :  — 

"Dined  at  Bowood:  the  company,  two  Miss  Edg**! 
worths  and  Dumout;  Mr.  Grenvillo,  to  my  regret,  WH 
gone.  I  waotcil  to  uncork  (to  rae  au  old  joke)  whate 
remains  of  Oki  Sheri-j/  lie  might  have  in  him. 
Lausdowne  said  he  bad  mentioned  the  subject  of  Sheiif 
dan's  letters  to  her,  etc.  Talked  with  Dnmont  before 
dinner;  told  me  Miss  Edgewortb  was  preparing  her 
father's  memoii-s  for  the  press  ;  said  that  the  details  of  * 
life  passed  usefully  iii  that  middling  class  of  society  u 
always  lie  interesting.  In  the  evening  Miss  Edgcwi 
delightful,  not  from  display,  but  from  repoiic  aud  u 
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IMS,  —  the  least  pretending  person  of  tbe  company, 
e  nslfnl  me  if  I  bad  aeen  a  poem  in  '  Tbo  Eilinburgb 
IODhI  llegut«r.'  called  *  .Solymim '  (I  think)  :  the  hero's 
e  tlcpGiula  upon  getting  a  happy  man  to  give  bim  tbe  j 
it  frooi  bis  buck  ;  hU  experiments  in  ilifTerent  eonntrics 
(  re|)f^«eiil«:tl  as  very  livelily  deseribeiJ.  At  last,  in 
IuhI.  lie  meets  with  a  happy  man,  and  in  his  impa- 
Bce  |in>cvcds  to  tear  the  sliirt  from  his  hack,  but  Gnds 
hu  lUMie.  In  tbe  aomc  pleasant  talk  Miss  Edgewortb 
itsnl  the  eulogy  upon  Mme.  de  ^toel,  in  tlie  notes  in 
) fourth  cAotoof 'CbildcUurold,' Asalx-autifuls])ecimen 
Locil  Dyron's  prose- writing.  I  told  bur  it  wils  Holy 
me.  Lord  Lansdowne  read  it  aloud,  and  tbcy  all 
imud  to  like  it." 

Byton,in  the  fourth  canto, stanza  LIV.of  "Childe 
itralct,"  has  some  line  liDes  heginning, — 

•■  tn  Sant»  Cro<«*9  holy  precincts  lia 
A«b«8  nhich  niiike  it  holier,  ijuat  which  is 
Even  iu  itMlI  an  iiumurt«lity," 

The  note  ia  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
be.  de  Stal3.     In  it  he  says,  — 

"•Coriuue'  la  no  more;  and  with  her  should  expire 
hhtr,  Ihtf  flattery,  and  the  envy  whieh  threw  too  da*- 
faiK  or  Uto  (lurk  a  eloud  round  tbe  march  of  genius,  and 
Made  Uw  (Steady  gaze  of  disinterested  eritielsui." 

Lonl  and  Lady  Lansdowne  made  chamiing  hosts. 
■Wie  yeikn  after  this  time,  Syduey  Smith  said  of 


"WHyfloo't  they  talk  c 
e?    'fbcro 


the  virtues  and  exeelleoeea 

who  purfomts  the 


duties  of  liff  tetter,  or  fills  a  high  station  in 
becoming  manner.  He  is  full  of  knowledge,  anil  eager 
for  its  ncquiaition.  His  ri'mark.iblc  politeness  is  the 
resalt  of  good -nature,  regulat>.'d  b;  good  sense, 
looks  for  talents  and  qualities  among  all  ranks  of 
and  adds  them  to  bis  stock  of  society,  as  a  botanist  (low 
his  plants ;  and,  while  other  aristocrats  are  yawoing 
among  Stars  and  Garters,  Lansdowne  is  refreshing  his 
soul  with  the  fancy  and  genius  which  he  has  fouud  in  odd 
places,  and  gathered  to  the  marbles  and  pictures  of  UIs 
palace.  Then  be  is  an  honest  politieiaii.  a  wise  statfw- 
man,  and  has  a  philosophic  mind :  lie  is  very  agreeaVle 
in  conversation,  and  is  a  man  of  unblemished  life. 


In  Mr.  Harness's  remarks  on  the  society,  when  i 
came  upon  the  stage,  —  "a  society  which,  taken  i 
all  in  all,  has  never  been  surpassed,"  —  he  mentidS 
among  its  members,  Lord  Lansdowne.  as  "unwei 
ied  in  his  kindness  and  liberality  to  men  of  genius." 
Brougham  said  of  him,  that  "  there  never  was  a  more 
amiable  and  virtuous  man  in  any  party  or  any  politi- 
cal station  than  Lord  Lansdowne." 

Lady  Lansdowne  was  the  fitting  wife  of  sucU- j 
man.  Lord  John  Russell,  in  his  preface  to  Moorft*! 
"  Diaries,"  says,  — 

"I  cannot  properly  ex[iati.it£  upon  the   characteC/^ 
one  whose  virtues  loved  to  retire  even  from  the  ] 
of  loving  retirement:  who  sought  in  works  of  charity  a 
benevolence  among  her  poorer  neighbora  a  compcnsat 
for  the  worldly  swIvanLige  which  excited  the  envy  of  otfr- ■ 
era  :  but.  among  the  good   influences  which  surroundec 
Moore,  and  led  him  to  revere  a  woman  '  unspotted  from 
the  world,'  1  could  not  omit  to  allude  to  his  inl^reooi 


her  who  difftwM  an  air  of  holinoss  and  pe&oe  and 
irity  over  the  house  of  Bowood,  which  neither  rich  nor 
■or  can  ever  forget." 

Moore  himself  said  of  her,  — 

**n!ul  a  long  conversation  with  her,  and  cane  away 
•  I  always  do)  more  and  more  impressed  with  the 
[crilcnt  qualities  of  her  mind  and  heart :  even  her  faults 
e  bat  the  aelvagt  of  Sue  and  sound  virtues." 

Tlic  place  of  Bowood  anciently  constituted  part 
(lie  royal  forest  of  Pevishiim,  which  extended 
am  Chippenham  to  Devizes:  the  Avon  bounds  it 
I  two  sides.  It  was  bought  by  John,  Earl  of  Shel- 
irne.  The  present  mansion  was  then  etanding,  but 
u  unproved  and  added  to  in  1703.  The  grounds 
ere  laid  out  by  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  Lord  Lans- 
ivne's  father,  under  the  advice  of  "Capability 
rown,"  and  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Pain's  HiU.  \VhUe 
.  rctiremeat,  and  his  enemies  were  blackening  his 
;t«r.  Lord  Shelbume  was  buying  his  splendid 
illection    of   MSS.,   entertaining   his   friends,   and 

a  lake  at  Bowood. 
Ftom  the  hospitable  and  elegant  seat  of  Lord 
Ltnedowne,  Miss  Edgeworth  and  her  sister  went  to 
ttie  Grove,  Epping,  the  residence  of  Capt.  Wilson, 
as  father-in-law  to  Capt.  Francis  Beaufort. 
at  Eppiug.  Maria  mado  a  kind  of  pious  pil- 
riautgc  to  the  house  her  friend  Mr,  Day  had  li\ed 
U:  »he  found  only  a  wall  left  of  it,  but  that  the 
lonory  of  tJie  eccentric  man  was  cherished  by  hia 
Dm  neighbors,  to  whom  he  had  shown  much  kiud- 
m  in  hU  peculiar  way. 
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From    Epping  the   sistera  went  over  Hampsteftd 
Heath  to  the  village,  where  they  were  expected  by 
Joanna  and  Agues  Baiilie ;  who,  '*  most  kind,  cordial, 
and  warm-hearted,  came  running  down   their  IJtl 
flagged  walk  to  welcome  us.     Mrs,  Hi 
of  John  Hunter,  dined  hero  yesterday.     She  wrote 
'The  Son  of  Alnumac  8h<all  never  complain,'  and 
ahe  entertained  me  exceedingly ;  and  both  Joanna 
ami  her  sister  have  such  agreeable  and  new  convex 
BAtion,  —  not   old,   trumpery   literature   over  aj 
and   reviews,  but   new  circumstances,  with   t«ll 
apropos  to  every  subject  that  is  touched  ujiou ;  fi 
observations  on  character,  without  either  ill-nati 
or  the  fear  of  committing  themselves :  no  blue-8t< 
ing  tittle-tattle,  or  habits  of  worsliipping  or  beii 
worshipped ;  domestic,  afl'ectioiiate,  good  to  live  wil 
and,  without  fussing  continually,  doing  what  is 
obliging,  and  whatever  makes  us  feel  most  at  honte. 
Breakfast  is  very  pleasant  iu  this  house,  the  two 
good  sistera  look  ao  neat  and  cheerful."     While  on 
this  visit   they  went  to  see    Mrs.  Barbauld,  at 
home  in  Stoke  Newington.     Tlus  was  a  painful 
for  it  brought  up  old  memories. 

"  We  waited  some  time  before  she  appeared  ;  and  I  h*A 
the  leisure  to  recollect  every  tliiug  that  could  niuke  me 
melancholy,  —  the  very  sofa  timt  you  recollect,  where  you 
and  my  fattier  sat.  I  was  quite  undone  before  she  came 
in,  but  was  forced  to  get  through  it.  She  waa  gratified 
by  our  visit,  and  very  kind  and  agreeable." 

After  this  pleasant  stay  at  the  Misses  Baiilie,  they 
went  to  Lady  Spencer's  at  Wimbledon,    Among  the 
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EsUnguiRhed  gueata  there  tluritig  their  viat  were 
wly  Jones,  widow  of  Sir  William  Jones,  the  great 
hneotali^t,  "  a  thin,  dried  old  lady,  n^]t^;racke^  chin, 
raetrating,  benevolent,  often-smiling  black  eyea, 
ltd  her  nephew,  young  Mr.  Hare,  author  of  '  Guesses 
D  Truth,'  and  Mr.  Brunei."' 
After  this  round  of  visits,  the  sisters  returned  to 
bwood  in  November.  While  there  they  were 
booked  by  tlie  news  of  Rorailly's  death.  There 
•  ■  deligiitful  company  assembled  again.  Mr.  and 
tu  Ougald  Stewart  being  among  the  number. 
ton,  ill  speaking  of  a  day  at  Bowood,  says  he  had 
•Ik  with  Lad;  Lansdowne,  "  who  had  read  Edge- 
lortb's 'Memoirs,'  in  manuscript;  was  much  mter- 
I  by  them,  particularly  by  his  account  of  Mr- 
Niy»  the  person  of  whom  there  is  so  much  in  Miss 
InrardV  'Memoir  of  Darwin.'"  He  was  again  «t 
lewood  in  November. 

Walked  to  Bowoort  a  little  after  five.  Company  to 
fff,  —  Ilujinli)  Kti'wart,  his  wife  and  daughters,  the 
MM  K'I|£cw()rlhs  nud  Bowleses.  Very  pleasant  day. 
Bat  bptwMrn  Liwly  Lnns<lowne  and  Miss  Edgewortb  at 
mt:  l<otli  in  different  ways  very  delightful.  Talked 
1  Uias  I-^geworth  of  tbe  Dublin  Mrs.  Lefaiiu,*  wliom 
fleemnl  to  have  a  higher  notion  of  nitogetlier  than  I 
L  I  asked  her  whether  the  play  Sire.  Lefanu  tind 
Hen  was  not  pretty  good.  '  Oh.  no  I  pretty  bad,*  she 
She  had,  however,   derived   her  opinion  of 

Sir  Vuk  Uamhartl  Brunei.  )>om  In  Franco.  ITIID:  died  In  Enff- 
%4.  UW;   dlMlDgoUhHct    eugliuwr,  — TliHiuea  Tuiiiiul.   Woolwldi 
Ml,  CIuUiMiii  (Inck-jtaril.  amoDfi  bis  miiny  umlertakinita 
Wlb  al  B«*.  JgMpb  liolsnu;  slalei  of  Sbsridaa. 
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Mra.  Lefanu's  talents  from  a  common  friend  of   tlx 
wlio  loved  her  very  mucb. 

"TLis  friend  told  Im  tlint  Mrs.  Lefanii  liad  seen  • 
letter  to  Sheridau  froin  one  of  t)ie  persou§  liigb  in  the 
American  govemmcnti  diii'ing  tlie  latter  end  of  ttie  war, 
expressing  great  admiiutioo  of  bis  talents  and  iH>litii 
opinions,  and  telling  liiin  Ibat  tweuty  Ifaoiisand  jxii 
were  deposited  witb  a  certain  banker,  ready  for  hij 
draw,  as  a  mark  of  their  value  for  his  services  in  the 
cause  of  liberty.  Sbe  bad  also  seen  Sheridan's  answer, 
in  which,  witb  many  gratified  acknowledgments  of  their 
high  opinion,  he  beggetl  leave  to  decline  a  gift  commu- 
nicated under  such  circumstances.  Hope  this  is  true. 
Said  sbe  would  get  the  parttcutars.  Remindeil  me  of 
the  nigbt  slie  saw  me  as  '  Mungo '  at  a  masquerade  at 
Lady  Besboi-ough's.  Told  ber  this  was  the  laat  folly  I 
had  been  guilty  of  in  the  masquerading  way.  Brought 
to  my  mind  a  pun  1  bad  made  in  ber  bearing  that  uigtti 
Lady  Clare  said.  '  I  am  always  found  out  at  masqui 
ade.'  — '  That  shows,'  answyn-d  1,  '  you  are  not  Ibc 
obscure.'     Did  very  well  from  Mungo. 

"Same  night  I  sang  in  ibe  evening.  .Stewart,  I  wa» 
happy  to  see,  much  delighted.  When  I  met  him  at  Lord 
Moira's,  I  watched  bim  while  I  sang,  and  saw  bim.  when 
I  bad  finished,  give  a  sort  of  decisive  blow  to  the  sofa 
which  be  was  reclining  against.  Tbia  gesticulation  puz- 
zled me,  and  I  could  not  tell  wljetber  it  was  approti 
or  condemnation  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  now.  1  never 
any  max  that  seemed  to  feel  my  singing  more 
tbe  tears  frequently  stood  in  liia  eyes.  Mia.s  Edgewi 
too,  was  mucli  affected.  This  is  a  delightful  triumph 
touch  these  higher  spirits  !  " 
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Aftor  delightful  days  upent  nt  Bowood,  they  left 
t  for  Hjrlceley  Lodge,  and  tliere  enjoyed  a  stay  with 
Bie  Snevds;  being  "happy  in  the  quist  of  Uyrkeley 
todgc."  after  this  succeusion  of  visits, 
'  In  January  they  went  to  Trentham,  the  scat  of 
jord  Sl.iff.ird;  Kanny  joining  them  at  Lichfield. 
They  returned  to  Byrkeley  Lodge  after  this,  and 
Igaiu  started  from  there  in  March  to  visit  the  MoU- 
BoU.  at  Smeihwick,  near  Birmingham.  Mrs.  Moil- 
fiet  w.-w  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Edgeworth'a  old  friend 
Mr.  Ktir. 

"Mr.  Btoilliet  told  ua  »n  anecdote  of  KIme.  la  Com- 

»e  dc  Runiroi'd  and  her  charming  count :  he,  one  day 

A  fit  of  ill-humor,  went  to  the  porter,  nn<1  forbade  him 

let  into  his  house  any  of  the  friends  of  Mme.  la  Com- 

»e  or  of  M.  Lavoisier's.  —  all  the  society  which  you 

d  I  saw  at  her  house :  they  bad  been  inviCed  to  supper. 

le  old  i>orter,  all  disconsolate,  went  to  tell  the  eounteas 

e  order  be  had  received,     '  Well,  you  must  obey  your 

later :  you  uuat  not  let  them  into  the  house :  but  I  will 

po  down  to  your  lodge,  aud,  na  each  carrit^e  eonies,  you 

tvOl  let  them  know  wliut  has  bapi>ened,  nud  lliat  I  am 

ibere  to  rceeive  litem.'     They  all  came,  and,  by  two  and 

tbrec  at  a  time,  went  into  the  porter's  lod^re  and  s{)ent 

the  evening  with  her ;  their  carriages  lining  the  street  all 

night,  to  tike  count's  infinite  mo rtiB cation." 

Maria,  while  at  Mrs.  Moilliet's,  visited  "dear,  old 

Hr.  Watt,  —  eighty-four,  and  in  perfect  possession  of 

eani,  and  all  his  comprehensive  understanding, 

and  warm  heart.  .  .  .  Watt  is  at  tlua  moment  the 

Wt  eueyclupedia  extaikt." 
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The    Bisters   went    next    to    the   home   of  ' 
Elizabeth  Whitbread,  Grove  House,  at  Keii^in 
Gure.     Maria  found   Lady  Elizabeth  most  devote 
in  her  uttentiona. 

"  IIlt  house,  her  servants,  her  carriage,  her  hoi 
are  not  only  entirely  at  ray  disposal,  hut  she  had  the  g 
natQlvd  polit«iieAS  to  go  down  to  the  door  to  desire  tlie 
OOBcbinau  to  have  Geonje  Brinlow  alwaj-s  with  Uiin  on  the 
box,  as  the  shaking  would  be  too  much  for  him  bchinf 
the  carrii^e." 

Tljis  old  man  was  the  scr\-ant  Mr.  Day  had  i 
Epping,  who  ploughed  a  sandy  field  under  liis  oi'dei 
sixteen  times  to  enrich  it:  Mr.  Day  having  decide< 
that  was  the  way  to  cultivate  poor  soil.  After  he  1 
Mr.  Day,  he  went  over  to  Mr.  Edgeworth  iu  Ireland. 

While  Maria  was  at  Lady  Whitbread's,  she  was 
engaged  iu  making  the  busine^  arraiigementji  for 
publishing  her  father's  memoir.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
succeeded  by  his  nephews,  Messrs.  Miles  and  Hun- 
ter: Mr.  Miles  soon  withdrew  from  the  firm.  They_ 
were  very  polite  and  honorable  in  ail  business  mat^ 
ters ;  but  the  whole  affair  was  trying  to  Miss  Edg(  ' 
worth,  who  had  always  been  epared  any  busiueeq 
details  hy  Iier  father,  who  arranged  all  the  Diatt«Tl 
relating  to  puhlication  for  lier. 

During  this  visit  at  Lady  Whitbread's,  she  mel 
many  of  the  friends  made  in  her  London  visit  < 
1813.  She  had  a  breakfast  at  Miss  Catherine  Fatt 
shawe's,  and  at  Mrs.  Marcet's.  At  the  latter  house 
she  met  Mr.  Mill,  the  historian,  and  father  of  John 
Stuart  Mill.    She  said  of  Mr.  Mill,  "  He  was  the  chief 
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i^rante  ;  not  the  least  of  a  figurante  though,  excel- 
lent in  ii«n»e  and  benevolence." 

Tliey  wt-re  entertained  by  the  Wilberforcea.  Hopes, 
ADc)  Liidy  Laiisdowne :  and  on  St.  Patrick's  Day 
ihey  wi-iit,  "  by  appointment,  to  the  Duchess  of 
WtfUiiigton." 

"  N'oltiiug  ronld  be  more  like  Kitty  Fakenbam :  a  plate 
of  BhamnM-ks  ou  the  table ;  and,  as  she  came  foiwai'il  to 
ntvt  me,  she  gave  a  bunch  to  me,  pressing  my  hand,  and 
uying  in  n  low  voice  with  her  sweet  smile,  '  Vuus  eu  etes 
digne,'  She  asked  iiidividually  for  all  her  Irish  rrieuda. 
1  eliowed  her  wlmt  was  said  in  my  father's  life,  and  by 
mf,  of  Lord  Ixmgfoi'd,  and  the  drawing  of  his  likeness, 
and  sjiked  if  bis  family  would  be  pleased.  She  spoke 
wry  kindly  :  '  Would  do  her  father's  memory  honor ;  eonld 
Botlmt  please  every  I'akenham.' 

"  She  was  obliging  id  (lirecting  her  conversation  to  my 
■btrni  as  well  as  myself.     She  said   she  ha<l  purposely 
aniklnl  Jtlme.  tie  Staol  in  Englaod,  not  knowing  bow  she 
Bi^t  be  received  by  the  Hoorbous,  to  whom  the  duchess 
L*«  to  b«  ambaasadresa.     She  found  Mme.  de  .Sla«l  was 
d  Teeeivet)  at  the  Bourl>on  Court,  and  consequently  she 
[leive'l  at  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington's,     She  ar- 
I  ^l,  ami  walking  vt\i  In  full  assembly  to  tlie  duchess, 
*>A  tiiu  fin-  of  indignation  flashing  in  her  eyes :  '  Eh ! 
V.  la  Duehcsse,  vous  ne  me  voulez  pas  done  faire  ma 
Diinanee  en  AngletciTe?' 
""Non,  ma<1ame,  je  ne  le  voulais  paa." 
"Ell*  commeut.  madame?    Pourfjiioi  done  ?* 
"C'e»t  que  je  vous  crnignerais,  niudarae." 
"VoiM  me  craigneK,  Mme.  la  Duehesse?" 
*'Non.  mailame,  je  we  %'ous  erains  plus.' 
"  Hme.  d*"  StftiJl  threw  her  arms  i-ouud  ber :  '  Ah,  Je 
■  nkwl'" 


A  nwY  or  umxlm.  ib^bwkh 

At  the  Ht>|>M,  Mvik  ntsi  Oe  '•bom  Ih 
■^  bat  curiuiuJy  eiMMigh  £d  am  aantc 
Aibff  Ik  ie&  alic  wu  Udd  «lioh>  vil 

**  Be  WM  aiiiMitinn-0  in  •odi  as  SBatongltt 
'that  I  £d  nol  kiww  wUbI  dtdcr  it «»:  a«  « 
tffl  wrgot  iDUi  Ibe  uBrii^B.  «)Mit«a&. — Ik-  I 


Be  vat  taken  ^  ha  '■fat  sbbb  oia  &i^— 
^  >  DMke."  Mve.  de  Su^  sud  of  Han.  "j 
Nr.  dtat  ■'Aera  nerrr  wm  bo  gnat  a  sna  aidK 
It  of  sod  laaU  nutetuL" 
Tea  itS^dhl  dan  vere  qient  bj  tbe  Ifima 
k  ai  tlie  Hopes*  coontiT'-^eat  of  Deefde^ 

**Tk  ntny  ml  Doridsg  m  m  beaotifal  Ihmi  BaaadM 
Aedmd  to  tsajc  thtta  that  luppy  vall^." 

At  ^is  ttme  tber  limited  Norbuij  P»rk.  IW  Imum 
r  Mme.  d'Arblsy  8  &iend»  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Locke, 

aw  Evelrn's  ooontrT-eeat,  "  Wootttm,"  so 

1  to  ihe  readers  of  hit  Diary. 
After  thU  country  visit  they  again  made  a  stay  at 
Lady  EiizaVieth  Wbitbread's,  and  also  visited  tbe 
Carrs  at  Haiii|i6tead.  There  was  a  good  story 
told  Maria  "of  Lad}'  Breodlcbane's  having  been 
left  in  her  carriage  fast  asleep,  and  rolled  i;it'»  the 
ooavii-liouM   of    a   Iiot«l   iu   Florence,   and   uobod^ 
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misBing  her  for  some  time ;  and  how  they  went  to 
look  for  her.  and  ever  eo  many  carriages  had  been 
ioIImI  in  after  hers,  and  how  she  awakened,"  —  all  of 
which  amused  her  very  much. 

Unriu  and  her  sisters,  after  another  little  visit  to 
the  Siieyds",  crossed  over  to  Ireland ;  arriving  at 
Ed  jje  worths  town  early  in  the  summer  of  1819. 
After  her  return  home  Mius  Etlgewortli  continued 
to  rf  vi>e  and  re-write  the  memoir  of  her  father,  and 
in  thi.t  work  she  was  constantly  assisted  by  her  Kts- 
lers.  Fanny  Edgeworth  copied  it  for  her;  and  by 
September  she  was  able  to  tell  a  correspondent  that 
abe  had  two  liundred  and  fifty  pages  of  it  in  perfect 
Older,  and  was  not  certain  whether  Hunter  and  they 
would  manage  to  have  it  ready  for  Cbiistmae  or  the 
next  spring. 

The   "  Popular  Tales "  were  widely  read  on  the 

Continent ;  and  translated  by  Alme.  de  Roissey  and 

mother  person,  whose  name  Miss  Edgeworth  did  not 

rfaow,  into  the  French,  they  had  a  wide  circle  of 

■Wders.     An  Italian  lady,  Mme.  Bianca  Milesi-Mo- 

1.  translated  Mrs.  Barbauld's  "  Hymns,"  and  some 

t  Miss  Edgeworth 's  "Tales,"  into  the  Italian.     Mr. 

||G»rge  Tifknor  names  this  lady,  whom  be  met  in 

I  Kris  in   1837.     A  sketch  of  her  life  was  publirihud 

\}i}  baiile  Souvestre  in  18.54. 

In  July  Miss  Edgeworth  received  the  following 
[fiinndly  letter  from  one  wliom  she  greatly  admired  and 
,  V»«l.  — Sir  Walter  Scott. 

Adbotsford,  July  21,  1BI0. 
t'.Bt  DBAB  Miss  EooewoRTn,  —  Wticu  tbis  sliall  hupiwn 
Lyour  boiidS)  it  will  he  accouipauiod  by  a  si'txiDd 
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edition  of  Walter  Scott ;  a  tall  copy,  08  coUeclore  say,  and 
bound  in  Turkey  leather,  garnished  with  all  sorts  of  fur 
and  fripi^iy,  not  quite  so  well  leOered,  however,  ns  tbe  old 
and  vamrwd  original  edition.  In  otiier  and  more  intcUi- 
gihle  phrase,  the  toll  comet  of  Ilusaara,  whom  this  will 
introduce  to  you,  is  my  eldest  son,  who  is  now  just  Icnving 
me  to  join  his  regiment  in  Ireland.  I  have  chained  him. 
and  he  is  himself  sufDcienUy  anxious,  to  avoid  uo  oppor- 
tunity of  making  your  acquaintance  ;  as  to  lie  known  lo 
the  good  and  tbe  wise  is  by  far  tbe  liest  jiriWlege  he  cm 
derive  from  my  connection  with  literatun*.  I  have  always 
felt  the  value  of  having  access  to  i)ersons  of  taleni  and 
genius  to  bo  the  best  part  of  a  literary  man's  prcrc^ativr ; 
and  you  will  not  wonder,  I  am  sure,  that  I  should  be  doair- 
ous  tills  youngster  should  have  a  share  of  the  same  l>eneQL 

I  have  had  dreadful  bad  health  for  many  mouths  past, 
and  hiive  endured  more  pain  than  1  thought  was  crinsistvnt 
with  life.  But  the  thread,  though  frail  in  some  Repecta, 
b  tough  in  others ;  and  here  am  I  with  renewed  heiUtb* 
and  a  fair  ])rosiiect  of  regaining  my  strength,  muoh  ex?- 
hausted  by  such  a  train  of  sufFeriug. 

1  do  not  know  when  this  will  reach  yon,  my  son's  mo- 
tions being  uncertain.  But  find  you  where  or  when  it  will, 
it  eoiues,  dear  Miss  Edgeworlh,  from  the  sincere  admireZ 
of  yonr  genius,  and  of  the  patriotic  and  excellent  manner 
in  which  it  has  always  been  exerted.  In  which  eharacCef 
I  Huljscribe  myself. 

Ever  yours  truly. 


)^ 
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ClUPTER  XV. 


n  lh«  Cam,  — Maria  reailn  New  Booka.  — Memoir  poin- 
—  A  CuiitloPDlBl  JouniBj.  —  EiiBliuiil.  — Oxford.  — rnrto. 
f— Old   Prieuil*  rp-vU1ted.  —  Mme.  lt«oamlcr.  —  Mine,  de   ["osto- 
-Ptimy.—  Otlwr Celuliritiua.  — Fivni'li  Society. — 
17  Clianfffa.  —  FulllioB.  —  Mnie.  do  Runilunl.  — Gfinsva.  —  Do- 
il.— Tho    MoilUeu.— A   Visit    at   Pregny.  —  l"op|>ct. - Cha- 
-A  Ti>«u  on  thn  Borders  of  Lake  Geneva.  —  Visit  to 
BV.  tin  Munuilii-n.  —  Aeain  at  Coppet.  — M.  de  ataii.— Memo- 
•  of  Mme.  ik  Stocl.— Matia  writta  "Boaauuinil"  at  PrKgnjr. 
L-M.  Pi<-ti-t(l»R(>.'liMui>nt,  — R«v<twaor  the  "Memoir."  — Pain- 
fw  Eiperienro   tut  Maria. - Paiia.-Much  VUItiug.  — A   CaU 
a  lime,  de  Rochcjaqueliti. 

r  September  the  family  had  a  visit  from  llieit 
vU  the  CatTS.  Muriu  was  very  fond  of  tiiem. 
i  Carr  wus  an  iutimate  fiiead  of  Laily  Byron, 
ill  tlie  pHkoiihams  were  very  much  attached  to 
"though  hhe  had  the  misfortune  to  refuse  Sir 
I  "  (Pakeoham),  Maiia  wrote,  when  mention- 
t  this  la<ly. 

Tie  long  and  complete  rest  which  Miss  Edgeworth 
>  her  eycH  was  attended  with  excellent  results. 
e  found  »he  had  "eyes  to  read  again;"  anH  the 
asnic  was  verj-  g^eat,  in  proportion  to  tJie  depri- 
.  alto  had  suflTered  in  abstaining  from  all  writing, 
n  corresponding  with  her  friends,  which  all  her 
»  a  source  of  groat  interList  to  her.  When  tht 
>t  begHti  to  use  them,  she  said.  — 
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"  I  haw  a  voracious  appetite,  and  a  relish  for  food. 
—  goml,  bad,  and  indifferent,  I  am  afraid,  — like  a  tmlf- 
tamished,  sliipwrcoked  wretch." 


5tael 
»u  is 

LiO'ora 


Miss  Edgeworth  read  "The  Life  of  Mme.  de  Sta 
which  was  written  soon  after  lier  death  by  her  cousin,  " 
Mme.  Necker  de  Saussiire,  "  of  wliom  Mme.  de  Stael 
said,  when  some  one  a>«ked,  'What  sort  of  a  womau  is 
she  ? '  —  *  Elle  a  tons  lea  talents  qu'ou  me  suppose,  e 
tous  les  virtues  qui  me  manquent.' "  Miss  Edgewol^ 
thought  this  a  "touching  and  lieautiful  "  descriptio'si 

Miss  Berry's  work,  as  editor  of  Lady  Russell's 
"Life  and  Letters,"  which  appeared  at  this  time, 
pleased  Maria  very  much ;  and  she  thought  it  well 
done. 

Eaily  in  the  apriug  of  1820,  when  Maria  had  fin- 
ished her  father's  "Memoir,"  and  the  continuation  of 
it,  and  made  all  necessary  anangements  for  its  pub- 
lication, she  decided  to  take  a  Continental  journey, 
with  her  sisters  Fanny  and  Harriet,  re-visiting  Paris, 
Bud  perhaps  going  farther  south.  She  visited  Black 
Castle  on  her  way  to  Dublin,  and  left  Ireland  early  in 
Apiil.  On  this  journey  Miss  Edgeworth  first  trav- 
elled ui  a  steamboat;  the  new  line  having  been  stnrlf 
just  before  this  time  to  ply  between  Dublin  &a 
Holyhead.  Her  description  of  the  "jigging  "  motioi 
which  she  disliked  very  much,  she  said  "was  lit 
the  shake  felt  in  a  carriage  when  a  pig  is  scratchi 
himself  against  the  hind-wheel,  while  waiting  at  ai 
Irish  inn-door."  Certainly  only  a  constant  travel"  ' 
iji  Ireland  could  have  more  aptly  described  the  motifil 
of  a  small  steamboat. 
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On  their  way  through  England,  they  visited  the 
Watts.  Old  Mr.  Watt  had  recently  died.  Some  one 
told  her  the  following  epitaph,  which  she  considered 
worth  copying :  — 

**  As  So  lived,  so  did  So  die. 
So,  80 1    Did  he  80  ?    So  let  him  die." 

This  was  caused  by  the  premium  oflfered  by  a  citi- 
zen of  London,  of  the  name  of  Soj  who  desired  an 
epitaph  on  his  odd  name. 

The  party  stopped  at  Oxford,  and  saw  the  colleges 
and  town.  There  some  one  told  Maria  an  anecdote 
of  the  visit  of  the  prince  regent,  and  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  When  the  royal  persons  entered  the  theatre 
at  Oxford,  it  was  "  filled  in  every  part ;  but  such  was 
the  hush  you  could  have  heard  a  pin  drop,  till  the 
prince  put  his  foot  upon  the  threshold,  when  the 
whole  assembly  rose  with  a  tremendous  shout  of 
applause.  The  prince  was  supremely  gratified,  and 
said  to  the  emperor  of  Russia,  ^  You  heard  the  Lon- 
don mob  hoot  me,  but  you  see  how  I  am  received  by 
the  young  gentlemen  of  England.' " 

The  party  arrived  at  Paris  the  last  week  in  April, 
and  found  many  old  friends  delighted  to  welcome 
them.  Maria  found  Mme.  de  Pastoret  just  the  same 
in  her  cordial  greeting,  and  "  little  changed  "  by  the 
years  that  had  passed  since  they  last  met.  She  met 
Humboldt,  dined  at  Cuvier's,  and  went  often  to  the 
Delesserts.  They  also  renewed  their  acquaintance 
with  Mme.  R^camier.  They  went  to  her  "at  her 
convent,  L'Abbaye  aux  Bois,  up  seventy-eight  steps, 
—  all  came  in  with  the  asthma ;  elegant  room,  and 


886  A   HTrHY  OF  KABU.  EDGKVTOBT 

she  as  ekgnnt  as  ever,"  though  "no  longer  i 
witl  proBptTous." — "Sheisstill  beautiful,"  shevi 
latLT,  "  KtUl  dresscH  heraelf  and  her  little  roam 
with  clu^aiil  simplicity,  and  lives  in  a  convent  ooiy 
bucftiiM!  it  is  clicup  and  respectable.  M.  K^caniier 
is  Btill  living:  tliey  have  ni>t  been  separated  by 
any  thiny  but  niiafortune."  This  sounds  curiously 
enough  to  Eugli»b-speakiug  people,  who  think  "  mis- 
fortuiiti"  Hliouid  uuite  a  husband  nnd  wife  more 
closely ;  but  there  wiis  no  love  between  Mine.  R<!ca- 
mier  and  her  husband. 

At  the  house  of  Cuvier,  Maria  met  many  old  friends, 
and  made  many  new  ones  among  the  scientific  men 
of  France.     Among  the  good  friends  who  recalled 
the  days  of  their  earlier  visit,  she  met  M.  Frony ; 
like  an  honest  water-dog  aa  ever."     She  describe 
Cuvier  and  Prony  in  a  graphic  manner,  and  the  g 
talk  they  had. 

"Cuvier  and  Prony  talking, — Prony,  with  bii 
nearly  la  my  plale,  was  telling  me  most  entertainli 
anecrlotcs  of  Bonaparte  ;  and  Cuvier,  with  liia  head  ni 
meeting  him,  talking  as  bard  as  he  coukl,  not  striving 
show  learning  or  wit,  quite  the  contrary,  —  frank,  o\ 
hearted  genius,  delighted  to  bo  together  at  home. 

"  Both  Cuvier  and  Prony  agreed  that  Bonaparte  Di 
oould  bear  to  have  any  answer  but  a  decided 
day,'  said  Cuvier,  '  I  nearly  ruined  myself  by  eonal< 
ing  before  I  answered.  Ue  asked  me.  "  Faut-il  introdi 
le  sucTii  de  l)t;tterave  en  France?"  —  "D'abord,  sire, 
faut  sooger  si  vos  colonies"  —  "Faut-il  avoir  le  sucre 
(ie  betterave  en  France?"  —  "Mais,  sire,  il  faut  exam- 
iner "  —  "  Buhl  je  le  dcnuuiderai  k  Bertliollet. 
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•'  Thlfl  doBpotic,  la«)iiic  motle  of  insislbg  od  Icnming 
'ery  Uiing  In  Iwo  words  had  its  inconveiiicitt'e.  One  day 
!  luketl  tbo  master  of  the  woods  at  Fontjiiuoblcau, '  Uow 
tnjr  ncivs  of  wood  beie?'  Tbc  maat^r.  an  honeat  inant 
OftpctI  In  rvciillect.  '  Bah  ! '  and  the  uiider-ninster  came 
nrard,  and  said  any  Qiiinlier  that  came  iulu  lik  head- 
Mia|»rt<>  initneiliati'ly  took  the  moBtcrsliip  from  the  first. 
k)  gavi-  it  to  the  g<-cnnd.  'Qu'arrivait-il?'  continued; 
roay.  '  Tlie  rogne  who  g-tve  the  guess-answer  was  soon 
out  cutting  down  and  selling  quantities  of  trees; 
d  Bonaparte  had  to  lake  the  rangcrship  from  liim,  and 
toRtAtc  tlie  honest  hesitater.' 

"Piwiy  is,  yon  know,  one  of  the  most  fl^eent  men 
TC  '  Once.'  lie  told  nie,  '  I  was  in  a  carrinfre  with 
napartr  and  Geu.  CairiirL'lli :  it  wixs  at  the  time  he  was 
jng  lo  Egypt.  He  asked  me  to  )ro.  [  said  1  eould 
It;  tbat  in.  I  would  not.  And,  when  1  biid  snid  those 
I,  1  Tell  into  a  reverie,  collecting  in  my  own  head  all 
rctuuns  I  could  for  not  going  to  Kgypt.  All  thia 
^  BonnpikTte  was  going  on  with  some  confidential  coro- 
Miiucatiuii  to  mc  of  his  secret  int^-ntiona  and  views ;  and 
rko  It  was  eudi-d,  h  »eul  faot,  Arabk,  m'avait  frappi 
'ortJUc.  Ahm  je  vfiiilmiH  m'aivn'r  amtcMe  lea  dteveux; 
taking  tbc  motion  so  to  do,  pour  pmivoir  me  rappvler  ce 
t>'fi  vc»ait  me  dire-  Hut  I  never  could  recall  one  single 
.'  — '  Why  did  you  not  ask  Caffaielli  after- 
WdaF  *  —  "I  dared  not,  because  I  should  have  betrayed 
^If  to  him.* " 

Protiy  tiild  Mi»s  Kilgeworth,  that  during  Botia- 
pBle'a  Sjianicth  war  lie  employed  him  to  make 
''V^llinii^  antronomical,  and  nauticnl  t^Mca.  on  a 
*^iufiu«nt  scale.  Prony  found  that  to  esecuta 
■W  was  required  of  bira  would  tukc  him  and  till 
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i  pliilosophers  of  France  a  hundred  and  fifty 
fB.  He  was  very  unhappy,  having  to  do  with  ft 
lot  who  would  have  his  will  executed.  When  th» 
flrat  volume  of  Smith's  "Wealth  of  Nations"  fell 
into  his  hnnds,  he  opened  on  the  division  of  labor, 
our  favorite  pin-making:  '*Ha,har  voil&monaflTairet 
je  ferai  mcs  caleules  corame  on  fait  les  dpingles ! " 
And  he  divided  the  labor  among  two  hundred  men, 
who  knew  no  more  than  the  simple  rules  of  arith- 
metic, whom  he  assembled  in  one  large  building; 
and  these  men-machines  worked  on,  and  the  tables 
were  made. 

Miss  Edgeworth  spoke  French  with  as  much  ease 
and  flueney  as  English;  and  one  evening  she  made 
herself  very  entertaining  by  some  remarks  on  pecul- 
iarities of  the  French  language,  and  the  use  of 
tnascuHne  and  feminine  words,  when  a  lady  rather 
rudely  exclaimed,  "  EUe  fait  des  calembourgs  c 
notre  laiigne." 

The  following  remarks  about  the  conversation  I 
the  Duchesse  d'Escars's  will  give  one  an  idea  of  t 
small-talk  of  Parisian  fashionable  society :  — 

"We  have  seen  Mile.  Mara  twice,  or  tbrice  rather,  i 
the  '  Msrioge  de  Figaro,'  and  in  tlic  little  pieces  of  ' 
Jaloux  sans  Amour,'  and  '  La  Jeunesse  de  Henri  Cinq,*! 
and  admire  lier  exceedingly.  In  petit  comitf  the  otber^ 
night  at  the  Duchesse  d'Eecars's,  a  discussion  took  [tiace 
between  the  Duchesse  de  la  Force,  Marmont.  and  Vozxo 
di  Boi^o,  on  the  bon  et  mauvaii  ton  of  different  expres- 
sione:  boniie  gocliti  is  an  expression  bottrgeoiw;  you  may 
Bay  bonne  cmapagnie  or  Ui  haute  sociilv,  '  Pbi'W  ibia 
niwncea,'   as  Mme.   d'Escars  said.     Such  a  wonderfnl 
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Iftbherins  u  Uieee  grundeeB  made  about  these  Binall 
^fttteral  It  put  me  in  mind  of  a  convcrBation  to  -The 
Forld"  on  good   company,  which  wo  all   used  to  ad- 


Miiriii  met  Mme.  Swetchine.  the  celebrated  wTiter. 
Id  «ay8  uf  licr,  "  Mme.  Swetcliiiiei  a  Russian,  U  one 
the  cleverest  wonieu  I  ever  heard  converse."  Of 
lOther  KusHan,  Rostni)chin.  she  said,  he  declared 
hti  would  represent  Russian  civilization  by  a  naked 
ui  looking  at  himself  in  a  gilt-framed  mirror." 
Maria  met  Benjamin  Constant  at  a  friend's  bouse, 
said, — 

'  I  do  not  like  hira  at  all :   his   countenance,  voice, 

iner,  and  conversation   are   all   disagreeable  to  me. 

is   a  fair,  tr/i if /i^-^- looking   man    (sic),   very   near- 

iled.  with  epcctactes  which  seem  to  pinch    lii§   nose. 

.  .  He   has   been  well    called    the  hfros  des  brochui-es, 

'«  sat  lieaide  one  anotlier,  and  1  think  we  felt  a  mutual 

tlipatby.     On  the  other  side  of  me  was  Royer-Collard, 

with  toothache  and  swelled  tatv ;  but,  notwilh- 

thc  distortion  of  the  swelling,  the  natural  expres- 

lion  of  his  couutenance,  and  the  strength  and  sincerity  of 

Us  aoul,  made  their  way ;  and  tlie  fi'ankncBs  of  his  char- 

Ktcr,  and  Uie  plain  Buperiority  of  his  lalenta,  were  mani- 

(Min  live  minutes*  conversation." 

Mme.  Le  Brun.  who  was  then  painting  the  por- 
biilof  the  Princess  Potemkin,  pleased  Maris  very 
"Woh  by  her  vivacity,  and  animated  talk  about  her 
*Uied  experiences.  "Mme.  Le  Brun  is  sixty-six, 
*itt  great  vivacity  as  well  as  genius,  and  bett«r 
*wth  seeing  than  her  pictures;  for,  though  they  are 
^Baking,  she  speaks  and  speaks  uncommonly  well." 
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Miss  Eilgewortli  was  very  anxious  as  to  tlic  i 
ner  in  which  ihe  memoir  of  hpr  father  w 
received  Ity  lier  friends  and  the  pitbliu.  She  i 
much  gratified  by  an  appreciative  letter  from  ] 
Ruxton,  who  told  her  how  much  she  liked  the  b 
She  replied,  — 

"You  can  §carcely  conceive  the  jileasure  which  tlw  I 
letter  I  have  jiiat  received  from  yon  lius  given 
waA  eo  anxious  to  know  what  you  tan\  Sophy  tfaougl 
of  tlie  jmhlished  memoirs :  the  iri-cmcdiulile  wonU  < 
past  tlie  presB,  I  knew  the  happiness  of  my  life  was  i 
stake.  Even  if  all  tlie  rest  of  the  worl<l  hail  praised  1 
and  you  bad  been  disaatisfit^d,  how  miserable  I  shoul 
have  been !  Everj-body,  of  every  degree  of  rank  i 
talent,  who  has  read  tlie  'Memoirs,'  speaks  of  them  1 
the  most  gratifying  and  delightful  niBimer.  Those  « 
have  fixed  on  individual  circumstances  have  nlways  fl 
on  those  which  we  aliould  have  considered  as  most  v 
ous.  Mr.  Mnltlius,  this  morning,  S]Hike  most  1 
it,  and  of  its  useful  tendency,  botli  in  a  puhbc  and  privi 
light.  Much  as  1  have  dreaded  having  it  spoken  of.  n 
have  yet  heard  haa  been  what  best  compensated  for  i 
the  anxiety  1  have  felt." 

Wliile  Miss  Edgeworth  was  visiting  at  the  i 

try-hnuBe  of  M.  de  Vindfi,  La  Celle,  she  worked  ; 
the  early  morning  hours  at  "  Rosamond  ;"  and  ."" 
Hunter  began  at  once  to  print  it  in  July. 

"  All  had  BO  changed  from  what  it  had  Iwen  when  Mr. 
Edgeworth  was  Imnishcd  fi-om  Paris  because  Bonaparte 
snpiiosed  him  to  bo  the  AbbiS  Edgeworth's  hi-othrr,  that 
now  being  considered  connections  of  the  Abl)^  dc  fir-  , 
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mount  waa  a  passport  for  Uaria  aud  her  Bisters  to  many 
of  llie  liouses  of  the  anclenne  iiohleine;  atid  tliey  were 
sprciullf  iuvit«il  to  sue  a  (licliu'c  al  Mine,  de  Caiiinont'B 
of  the  Duolii'sse  il'  Angouleuie  atl«udmg  t!ie  AbUi  Eilge- 
wortli's  dentli-lx'd. 

"They  always  B]>oke  of  the  AbW  Edgewortb  aa  the 
Ahb6  de  Finnouut.  wbicli  name  he  bad  taken  because  of 
tfar  dUticutty  Uiu  Frundi  found  in  tbe  u'  and  tk;  Edge-  I 
voiz  Wmg  t]ie  usual  utti'nipt  at  tbe  name.  At  one  bouse 
ft  raleU  after  Maria  bad  sevei-a!  times  rc|)eated  to  Lim 
*  Edgewortli,'  exdaimed,  •All!  je  renoucc  il  i;a,' aad 
throwing  ojicn  the  door  of  the  wi/on  aunounced  JUnui. 
Maria  et  mademoiaelles  ses  aoeui-s." 

Many  were  the  changes  observed  by  Maria  in  the 
•ociety  of  I'aris.     She  wrote,  — 

"A  great  change  has  taken  place  [in  French  society]. 
Tbc  men  huddle  together  now  in  Fiance  as  Lhcy  used 
to  Ao  in  England,  tidking  [xtlities,  with  their  backs  to  the 
VotorD.  in  a  comer  or  even  in  tbe  middle  of  the  room, 
without  ntindiiig  them  in  tbe  least:  and  the  ladies  com- 
plain and  look  disconsolate,  and  many  ask  '  if  Ibta  be 
Psiis ;  ■  and  others  scream  VHra  nonsense  or  Lihfrai  non- 
sense, to  make  themselves  of  consequence,  and  to  attract 
Mm  Attention  of  tlie  gentlemen." 

When  Mi-is  Edgeworth  visited  Paris,  in  1808. 
Willi  h«r  father,  she  especially  remarked  on  the 
alwence  of  scandal,  and  the  freedom  from  political 
qDe»tiotiB.  which  distiugtiiahed  the  tone  of  conversa- 
tion. This  was  heforo  she  was  aware  of  the  entire 
sappression  of  thought  and  the  espionage  of  tJie 
govemmviit-     On  Iicr  return  U>  Paris,  in  1830,  she 
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was  greatly  struck  with  the  change  in  60c!al  nfTttiil 
Party  spirit  ran  liigh ;  aiid  the  verb  politiquer,  "  to  tad 
politica,"  had  been  coined  to  meet  the  needs  of  t 
day.     In   1803    all    were    glad    to    find   themselvdl 
safely  among  their  frieuda  and  in  their  old  homei 
The  recent  horrors  of  the  Revolution  had  subdued 
and  softened  the  natural  levity  of  the  people.     Th( 
aristocratic  dwellers  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Gei-raailrf^ 
had  learned  that  they  were  human,  and  could  mee^^ 
on  terms  of  comparative  civility  the  new  nobles  of  I 
Naimleou,  raised  from  the  very  dregs  of  the  people^  \ 
—  from  common  soldiers  perhaps,  who  each  carrioc^  | 
as  Napier  said  not  long  after.  "  a  marshal's  baton  ift 
bis   knapsack."     The   autocratic   rule   of   NapoleoE  I 
subdued  the  spirits  and  suppressed  the  tongues   of  \ 
the  opponents  of  his  government.     Tliis  gave  Uteri 
ture  and  science  the  greater  opportunity  to  assert,! 
their  sway  and  manifest  tlieir  cliaims.     Now  all  \ 
different.     The  Liberal  or  Constitutional  party  ^ 
divided  from  the  Ultras  by  a  strong  line  of  demarkakl 
tion:    the   society   of   the   two   parties   was  aimot 
entirely  distinct.     There  were  a  few  favored  ind 
viduals  whom  one  met  at  the  talont  of  both    tbl 
returned  MmigrSs,  and  in  the  houses  of  the  Constiti^  | 
tionals.     These  inventors  of  imaginary  constituLionftJ 
delighted  to  call  themselves  by  this  name,  but  th) 
Bourbons   contemptuously  named   them   tlio  "  \a% 
erals." 

Maria  was  often  much  interested  in  hearing  ii 
same  evening  the  very  opposite  opinions  expresaecl^ 
by  the  adherents  of  these  parties;  as  she  frequently  i 
visited  a  talon  of  some  lady  of  the  aneien  r4gm 
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and  then  went  among  the  "  Liberals "  for  a  while 
before  returiiiiig  iiome.  Her  sympathies  were  not 
eiili»l«(l  on  either  side;  but  she  found  much  to 
lUtnict  and  please  her  in  the  variety  uf  thought,  the 
interchange  of  experience,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
vieWB  siie  heard.  The  old  aristocracy  were  charmed 
wilh  the  culture  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  and  her  knowl- 
edge of  old  French  classical  literature ;  and  this 
opened  the  way  for  long  and  agreeable  conversa- 
tions on  the  earlier  days  of  their  lives.  Many  a 
strange  and  romantic  adventure,  many  of  the  terri- 
ble events  of  the  early  days  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, were  told  her  by  those  who  hud  actually  played 
a  part  in  those  dreadful  Bcenea. 

The  ready  sympathy  and  genuine  interest  which 
Misa  Edgeworth  always  showed  in  conversation,  her 
excellent  [lowers  as  a  good  listener,  made  one  of  the 
special  charms  of  her  friendship.  Those  who  were 
■truck  at  firet  by  her  wit,  ready  humor,  and  genius, 
were  always  impressed  with  the  fact  that  she  was  as 
good  a  listener  as  a  talker.  Among  the  scientific 
men  who  had  been  employed  and  putroniEcd  by 
Nagtoleon  I.,  Maria  found  many  friends;  for  she  had 
a  strong  admiration  for  the  genius  of  the  emperor, 
and  had  hardly  seen  enough  of  the  corruption  of  his 
government  to  realize  the  state  of  affairs  which  lila 
osurjiation  had  entailed  on  France.  She  expressed 
herself  »i  nettemmt,  as  one  of  his  adherents  said,  tliat 
the  men  who  still  clung  to  his  memory  and  admired 
hia  capacity  for  rule  enjoyed  telling  her  of  their 
affairs,  as  Prony  did  in  describing  his  method  of 
making  calculations  to  order. 
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Miss  Eilgcwortli  saw  all  sides  of  the  social  life 
pHria,  and  many  years  afler  she  referred  to  her  own 
experiences  in  writing  her  story  of  "Helen,"     She 
alludes  thus  to  the  sad  changes  then  existing  iu  UMj 
society  of  I'aris ;  — 


"'Lady  Da^enant  turning  to  a  French  gcDtletni 
Bpoke  of  the  alterations  shi,  bod  obsen-ed  wlieu  she  wi 
hiat  at  Paris.  Trum  the  uMrwhelmmg  violeU(,-e  of  par^, 
s|iiHt  on  all  sUks  Dreadfully  tiuL  the  Frcndi  geal' 
man  re|ilied  :  '  jiai-ty  spirit,  taking  every  Pi^olean  fono, 
calling  itaelf  hy  a  hundred  names,  and  with  a  thousand 
devices  and  wateliworda,  which  would  be  loo  ridiculous 
if  they  were  not  too  terrible ;  domestic  happiness  diS 
placed ;  all  society  disordered,  disorganized :  literal 
not  able  to  supiwrt  herself,  scarcely  Qp|>earing  in.  coi 
pany,  —  all  precluded,  superseded,  by  the  [Milities  of 
day. 

"Lady  Davenant  joined  with  him  in  bis  regrets, 
added  that  she  feared  society  in  England  would  soon 
brought  to  the  same  condition. 

*' '  No,'  said  the  French  gentleman,  '  English  ladii 
will  never  he  so  vehement  as  my  eountryworuen :  Ui 
will  never  become,  I  hope,  like  aoine  of  our  lady  poll 
cians,  "qui  hmlent  commo  lea  demons."  ' 

"  Lady  Cecilia  said,  that,  from  what  she  had  seen  at" 
Paris,  slie  was  persuaded,  that,  if  Ibe  ladies  did  bawl  too 
loud,  it  was  because  the  gentlemen  did  not  listen  to  them  ; 
that  al)ove  half  tiie  party- violence  which  appeared  in  the 
Parisian  belles  was  merely  dramatic,  to  produce  a  sensar-' 
tion,  and  draw  tbe  geutlemen  from  the  black  "p^loti 
which  they  gatliered,  back  to  tlieir  proiier  positions  rom 
the  fauleuds  of  the  fair  ladies." 
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^  Tlie  Emigrants  spoke  of  the  Liberals  with  the  bit^ 
»t  dete.itation,  as  revolutionary  moiiiiters.     The 
KnUs  spoke  of  Ultriki  as  bigoted  idiots ;  as  one  of 
1  said  of  a  lady,  celebrated  in  1803  as  a  wit  and 
Utact  convcrser,  "Autrefois  elle  avail  de  Tcsprit, 
-tnais  oUc  eat  deveiiu  Ultra.  diSvote  et  bote." 
Before   leaving   Paris   the   sisters   paid  one  visit 
icb  muused  ihem.     They  "  received  a  note  from 
Htnc.  Lavoisier, — Mtne.  de  Rumford  I  mean, — tell- 
ing us  tliat  she  had  just  arrived  in  Paris,  and  warmly 
begging  to  see  us.     Rejuiced  was  I  that  my  sisters 
tbould  have  this  glimpse  of  her,  and  off  we  drove  to 
Ueri  but  I  must  own  that  we  were  disappointed  in  this 
TuuL  for  there  was  a  sort  of  chu^ntss,  and  a  sawdust 
kiud  of  uncoanected  cut-ahortiiess,  in  her  manner, 
wtui;h  we  could  not  like.     She  was  almost  in  the 
<Wk,  with  one  ballooned  lamp,  and  a  semi-circle  of 
Uatk  uiCD  round  her  sofa,  on  which  she  sat  cush- 
ioned up  for  conversation ;  and  a  very  odd  course 
^«  gave  to  it, — on  some  wife's  separation  from 
Iwr  hu^lmnd ,  and  she  took  the  wife's  part,  and 
*em  nil  for  a  bmg  time  in  a  shrill  voice,  proving 
lUt  where  a  husband  and  wife  detested  each  other, 
liey  .ijiouid   separate,   aiul   asserting   that   it   must 
^«ay»  bo  the  man's  fault  when    it   eouies   to   this 
P»«.     She  ordered  another  lamp,  that  the  gentle- 
■"eu  might,  aa  she  said,  see  my  sisters'  pretty  faces; 
*^i  the  light  caiue  in  time  to  see  tlie  smiles  of  the 
giibtlnmcn  at  her  matrimoniul  maxims."    They  went 
,  and    fuund  tier  •'very  agreeable"  on    that 

Among  other  friends  whom  they  met  in  Paris  \m 
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Tom  Moore,  who  was  living  in  the  Cliampa  Elysiei 
He  received  a  note  from  Miss  Edgeworlh,  nsking  h 
to  call  iipnu  her;  and  a  few  days  laler  she  invited  I 
to  join  a  party  to  the  Marquis  d'  Osmonds  at  Chate- 
ray.  He  tells  a  story  of  the  husband  of  one  of 
Maria's  sisters.  He  wanted  to  ask  for  "pump- 
water,"  and  looked  in  the  dictionary  for  "pump," 
and,  finding  •'  etcarpin  "  (which  means  a  light  shoe), 
asked  for  "  etearpin  eau." 

Miss  Edgeworth  had  long  promised  herself  and  t] 
Moilliets  that  she  would  visit  them  at  Geneva,  a 
therefore  the  sisters  left  Paris  late  iu  July  for  SwiH 
erland. 

Maria's  first  impressions  of  Mont  Blano,  she  e 
"will  remain  an  era  in  my  life,  —  a  new  idea,  a  i 
feeling  standing  alone  in  my  mind." 

They  made  an  excursion  to  Chamouni.  in  comp 
with  several  friends,  Dumoiit  was  with  them  oo'fr" 
atantly  during  their  stay  in  Switzerland ,-  and  M .  Pio- 
tet,  Mariii  found  "as  kind,  as  active,  and  as  warm- 
hearted as  ever."  At  Chamoiuii  they  met  Arago,  the 
noted  astronomer.  At  a  delightful  dinner  at  Mrs. 
Marcel's,  Miss  Edgeworth  met  M.  Dumont.  M.  and 
Mme.  PrSvost,  M.  de  la  Rive,  M.  Bonstetten, 
CandoUe,  the  noted  botanist,  "a  particularly  agi 
able  man." 

Miss  Edgeworth  enjoyed  much  the  renewal  of  i; 
intimacy  with  M.  Diuiiont.  She  found  him  ' 
kind  and  cordial:  he  seems  to  enjoy  universal  col 
aideratiou  here;  and  he  loves  Mont  Blanc,  uext  I 
Beutham,  above  all  created  things." 
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"  He  speiUcB  in  the  kindest,  most  tender  and  affection- 

!  iniuiii«r  of  our  '  Memoirs ; '  be  says  he  hears  from 

igUui'l,  uuil  from  all  wlio  have  read  them,  that  they 

I'fckvc   prwluunl    the   effect  we  wisLutl  and    hoped.     The 

I  BAODscripl  hntl  iDterestt^  him,  he  said,  so  deeply,  that 

wttli  aU  bis  efforts  be  c-ould  not  put  liimsclf  in  the  place 

of  tbe  indiflerent  public." 

Thb(  period  of  social  life  in  Geneva  has  been 
called  the  "Augustan  age"  of  that  city  by  those 
who  know  its  attractions  well.  An  unusual  number 
of  entiiient  scientific  and  literary  people  formed  its 
•nciety.  and  a  generous  and  unostentatious  hospi- 
tality was  characteristic  of  its  inhabitants.  There 
were  cliajraing  re-unlons  in  the  summer  evenings,  by 
mtxtnlight,  on  lawns  sloping  to  the  banks  of  the 
Imkv  ;  and  other  entertainments  in  the  old  city  itself 
give  a  constant  variety  to  the  days  passed  there. 
The  drives  also  were  charming;  and  after  an  enriy 
moniing  excurtiion  from  Pregny,  the  home  of  the 
UoillieCs,  they  found  themselves  for  the  first  time  at 
Coppet,  made  classic  ground  by  the  memory  of 
Ume.  da  Stacl,  then,  alas  I  no  more.     Maria  vniAe,  — 


"  AU  the  rooms  mhabit«d  by  Mme.  de  Stacl.  we  eopld 
•H  think  of  as  common  rooma :  they  have  a  classical 
lower  over  the  mind :  and  this  was  heightened  by  tlie 
i>*nu^  uttachroent  mid  resjicct  for  her  memory  shown  in 
wrty  wonl  and  look,  and  nUfiice,  liy  her  son,  and  her 
Mctiil  Miss  Ilnmlull.  IIo  is  correcting  for  the  press  '  Lee 
^  Annies  d'E\iI.'  M.  de  Stacl,  after  bn^nhfast,  took 
M  >  delightful  walk  through  tlie  grounds,  which  ho  Is 
I  B|mviu4{  with  good  taste  and  judgment.     Uc  told   me 
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that  Ilia  mother  never  gavo  an;  work  to  tbe  pabUo  i 
form  in  wbich  she  originally  composed  it :  sbe  choi: 
tlie  arrangement  and  expresBioD   of   ber  Iboi^bt^  wifli " 
sucb  facility,  and  was  so  little  attacbed  Lo  ber  own  tiret 
views  of  tbe  subject,  tbat  often  a  work  was  completely 
reniuddled  by  ber  wbile  passiug  thmiigb  the  press.    U^t  ■ 
faUier  disliked  to  see  ber  make  any  formal  prcparatii 
for  writtDg  wbeu  sbe  was  yuniig ;  so  tliat  she  used  c 
to  wrilo  on  tbe  corner  of  tlie  cbimuey-piece,  or  oaJ 
pasteboard  held  in  her  hand,  and  always  in  tbe  room  ii 
otbere,   for  her  father  could  not  tieur  her  to    be  ^ 
of  the  room  :  and  this  habit  of  writiug  withcmt  prvpi 
tion  she  preserved  ever  afterwards.     M.  de  Stacl  told  i 
of  a  curious  interview  be  bod  wiUi  Bonaparte  wheo  1 
was  enraged  with  his  mother,  who  had  published  temtt 
on  his  government,  concluding  with  '  Kb  bieu !  i-oiis  t/n 
rolson  ainsi  je  coni^ia,  qu'un  fils  doit  toujoiirs  fatrv.l 
defense  de  sa  mCre ;  mais  enfm,  si  monsieur  veut  fioltfel 
des  litelles,  it  faut  alK-r  en  Anglcten-e,     Oa  Iiien,  a'fl 
cberche  la  gloirc,  c'est  en  Angletcrre  qu'U   fant   aller. 
C'eat  Anglet^^ri-e  ou  la  France  —  il  n'y  a  que  ces  data. 
pays  en  Europe  —  dans  le  monde  ! '  .  .  . 

"  M.  de  Slael  called  bis  little  brother,  Alpbonsi^  Rocva, 
to  ii]troduee  him  to  us :  he  is  n  pleasing,  gentliv looking, 
ivory-pale  boy,  with  dark-blue  eyes,  not  tbe  least  like 
Mme.  de  Stael.  M.  de  Stacl  si)caka  English  perfectly, 
sod  wilt)  the  air  of  an  English  man  of  fasbion." 

After  the  delightful  trip  to  Chamouiii 
round  the  Lake  of  Geneva  was  proposed  and  i 
by  the  sisters,  accompanied  hy  M.  Dumoiit.  Tbi 
travelled  "in  one  of  the  carriages  nf  tlie  county 
a  mixture  of  a  sociable  and  an  Irish  Jingle,  ^ 
some  resemblance  to  a  liearse."     While  at  Lnusa 
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>  pftrtf  made  a  visit,  Sept.  15,  to  the  author  of  a 
I  famniiH  uavel.     Maria  described  their  dilBcul- 
B  itt  an  amusing  letter:  — 

"Onr  Drst  object  this  morning  was  to  sep  Hmo.  de 

Moololieu.    the    author    of    'Caroline   de    Uthfi-lit.'    to 

I  hnd  a  letter  of    introdnclion.     She  was   not   at 

no,  we  were  told,  hnt  at  her  coiitili-j'-lioiise,  Hiia- 

',  about  a  h-ague  am)  a  half  from  the-  lowii.     We  had 

IvioMB,  fine  iiiorniag ;  and  through   romanlie   lanes, 

I  V[>  and  down  hills,  till  nc  found  ourselves   in   the 

Mitt  of  n  ploughed  field,  whi'Q  tlic  eonehman's  pride  of 

fftDorunce  had  to  give  np,  and  he  had  to  beg  hia  way  to 

BuMt^iy,    a   vill^e  of    seattered    Swiss    eoltagee    high 

opm  roeks.  with  far-spreading  pras|>eet  below.     In  tbe 

ODOit  of   the   house  which  we  were    (old  wna    Mme.    de 

IfODtolieu's,  we  saw  a   lady,  of   a  tail,  upright,  aetive- 

lookliig  figure,  with  mucii  the  appearance  of  a  gentle- 

woniau :  but  we  could  not  think  that  thia  was  Mme.  de 

Monbrlieu,  tieeause  for  the  last  half-hour  Duinont,  irapa- 

lient  at  our  losing  our  way,  ha^l  been  saying  she  must  be 

too  oI>l  In  n-eeive  us.     '  8he  was  very  old   thirty  ycata 

ago :  slio  must  be  tpialiv-viht/t.  at  least ;  '  at  last  it  came 

to  ' qwUre-riiigitlix.'    Thb  lady  did  not  look  aliove  fifty. 

Rbc  vauie  to  the  carriage  as  it  stopped,  and  asked  whom 

m  wisbed  to  see.     The  moment  1  saw  her  eyes,  1  knew 

<l  was  Uine.  de  ftlontolieu ;  and,  stooping  down  from  the 

ojwo  i-un-ii^e.  I  put  into  her  hand  the  letter  of  inti-odue- 

Ikm  and  nur  can!.     She  never  o)>ciied  the  note ;  Imt  the 

i«alant  her  eye  bad  glanced  niKin  the  card,  she  rt!|>eal4^ 

the  name  with  a  voice  of  joyful  weleome.     !  jum|HHl  out 

tit  tlic:  carriage ;  and  she  emhraeeil  mc  so  cordially,  and 

KKPived  my  aislers  so  kindly,  and  M.  Dutnont  so  |K<lil«ly, 

ItoU  we  were  all  at  ease  and  aci^u.iinted    ond    deliglilMl 
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befoi'e  we  were  half-way  tip-BtairB.  Wliile  she  went  il 
U>«  nntc-cUamber  for  a  basket  of  peach<?8,  I  had  lime 
look  nt  the  pnota  bung  in  the  little  dmwing-i'ootn ; 
hnd  struck  me  the  moment  we  eamc  hi  as  accuea  I 
'Caroliae  de  Lichfeld;'  indUfcrent,  olil-faaliioaed, 
vokiug  figures,  —  Carollue  and  Couot  Walatein  in 
fosliiona  of  thirty  yeare  ago. 

"  When  Mnie.  de  Montolieti  returned,  she  bade  me 
U>  look  at  them  ;  '  but  I  wilt  tell  you  how  they  came  t 
here,"     They  liad  teen  given  to  her  by  Gibbon:  he  wae 
the   peraon  who  published  'Caroline  de  Liclifeld.'     She 
had  written  it  for  the  entertninment  of  an  aunt  who  Wj 
ill :  a  German  story  of  three  or  four  pages  gave  Uer 
flrat  idea  of  it.     '  I  never  could  invent :  give 
and  I  can  go  on  and  supply  the  details  and  the  diar»(t^ 
tere.'    Jti9t  wlicn  'Caroline  de  Lidifvld'  was  Qnished. 
Gibbon  became  acquainted  with  her  aunt,  who  showed  it 
to  him :  he  seized  npon  the  manuscript,  and  said  it  muM 
be  published.     It  ran   in   four  months   through   bpvi 
editions;  and  just  wlien  it  was  in  its  first  vogue,  GibI 
happened  to  be  in  London,  saw  those  prints,  and  bi 
them  over  to  her,  telling  her  that  he  had  brought  Iwr' 
present  of  prints  tmm  London,  but  tliat  he  would 
give  tliem  to  lier  on  condition  tliat  she  would  promise 
hang  them,  and  lot  them  always  hang,  in  her  drai 
room.    After  many  vain  efforts  to  find  out  what  ma 
of  thinga  they  were,  Gil)l>ou  and  curiosity  prevailed : 
promised,  and  there  they  hang. 

"  ^he  must  have  been  a  beautiful  woman.     Sh« 
me  she  is  seventy :  Qne,  dark,  enthusiastic  eyes,  a  quii 
varying  countenance,  full  of  life,  and  with  aD  the 
of  heart  and  imagination  which  is  tlioi^ht  to  belong 
to  youth-     Very  sorry  to  part  with  her." 


1  Tliia  lady  bad  oji  immense  repntation  at  one  time 
^  Biiglniid :  Mi^  Anna  Seward  wrote  to  Miss  Powys 
r  Ihf  Abbey  in  1786:  — 

'*  Tfae  ing«>oiou9  French  lady  to  whom  we  nre  indebted 
'CuoUne  de  Licbfeld'  baa  found  a  eompetency  and  a 
uid  tlirougb  ita  pagra.  A  rich  widower  of  fifty-three, 
I  tbc  coDfinea  of  Germany,  respectable  in  rank  and 
icter.  whose  children  are  married,  and  scllk'd  at  a 
dklaiKv  from  liiin,  read  that  novel  and  felt  its  exact  sense. 
Pcrvonitlly  unknown  to  the  author,  he  inquired  into  her 
■itnation,  uid  found  her  merits  acknowledged,  and  her 
iv[iatatiou  epotless.  He  has  married  her.  The  instanve 
is  rare :  Uymen  passing  by  the  fane  of  Cythcrca  and 
PlaUia'  ahi-iuc  to  light  liis  torch  at  the  altar  of  Genius." 

Site  also  described  the  book  to  anotber  friend: 
"The  most  charming  novel  I  have  read  these  many 
yews,  'Carohne  de  Lichfeld,'  formed  part  of  our 
tmiuement  at  Calwich.  It  is  unique  of  its  kind, 
MKmbling  no  other  novel." 

A  pli^aiMnt  visit  was  made  to  the  Marcets  at  Mft- 
%iy :  and  then  Maria  wrot«  from  the  Chateau  de 
Coppet,  Sept.  28,  8  a.m. 

"  Wc  came  here  yesterday ;  and  here  we  are  in  the  very 
^putmeots  occupied  by  M.  Necker,  oi>ening  into  wluit  is 
■o*  the  library,  but  what  was  once  that  theatre  on  winch 
^im.  de  StacI  used  to  act  her  own  'Corinne.'  Yestcnlay 
**aiilig,  when  Mme.  de  Broglie  bod  placed  mc  next  the 
"iAwt  friend  of  the  family,  M.  dc  Bonatettin,  he  whis- 
PKftd  to  mo  '  You  are  now  in  the  exact  spot,  in  the  very 
**»«,  wliere  Mme.  de  Stael  used  to  sit.'  Her  friends  were 
««-iewivi.-ly  attached  to  her.    This  old  man  liilkcil  of  ht-r 


til  II  I    t     I      ill  Till  11  II I    iliiii  [III  M  ii^.fcl  I    itiiiiiHj 

l•'>IJl^  tu-iv  Owiii*  wm;  hat  *m  XaMtiaa.  Lore! 
nil  ll»'  yrrat  alragritai  cf  tbr  piiMWii  — hnv  «x!i  Unv. 
lit'  M«i-I !  TliF  Ri^MBt  |Mid  to  btr  mnwy  iry^  bcr  son 
■ml  ilnoitli1«r  ud  hy  M.  ^  Bm^  m  taadung.  IV 
ItMIti  |tutt«,  arrefl  tests  «M.  M  ^  «dd,  coM.  imidnit 
iilil-ni«n  Htfl  or  HilM.  «■  an&ki>  «■  poMdUe  to  Ibe  ^m  j-on 
WiHilil  tiiivi*  rS]i««tMl  froai  aoA  pamM^  U.  Uncra, 
linKtiiirtottu-lHiy'Brslbia-,  t«betv — budBsne,  but  Ikagv 
mi  liKii'i*.  M.  SiHinowli  9JiH  kis  wife  (fitted  ben,  «tc. 
"  M.  il"  Hlnol  hiu  (iTainiard  to  abow  to  ue  GQi 
ttiMi>i«  to  IiIn  (frniKlmolticr,  rntliog  regal»rij  witfa, 
«hU.  miiiWiiiiiki'lIc,  avcc  Ics  scotitaeiH  qui  foot  le  ^ 


Will)  M.  i1i<  Stnl>1  niitl  Mme.  de  Br>^]>e,  Man*  i 

JHii'tiiMiliirlv  tin|>{i,v.     It  liud  been  reponed  tluit  Mn 
Id  Ktiii'l  liiiil  miiil  of  Maria's  wriliiig^s  **Qm 
Kll|^>\v|l|■llI  ftlall  ili)!iii>  lio  rt-nthousiasme,  miiUqu'fl 
iiVi>t  |ii>iiliiu  iltiriH  la  triste  utility.*'  —  "Maint^rei 
jitiiitiU  illl  ^'11."     Mme.  lie   Broglie   indi^iautly  d0^ 
ollitiut,  "I'lln  6la\t  incapable  I "     She  &aw  the  eiithu- 
aliiHtlo  ailiiiii'ulinu  Maria  expressed  for  her  mothor's 
tii>uliiH.  iiixl  Mt  it  wrts  not  tnie  that  Maria  irRi)tei| 
(iiilhiiniiiitiii.     Vet  it  is  likciy  Mine,  de  Staiil  did  t 
(liUl  ll  nuiiimIh  like  her  rhetorical  declamatioii  i 
nxi'iluil  III  I'niivei'Hivtinn,  she  often  generalized  i 
Bweupiiig  mninK.-i-. 

Mtuiti  huuril  with   pleasure  "the   most  gratifyay 


MSE,   DE   8TAEL. 


353 


ms  of  pntii^e  of"  her  father's  life  from  M.  de 
icl  nn<]  Miss  Riinilall.  M.  Duinont  hati  many 
wdutes  of  Mme.  tic  Suel*s  early  life  to  tell  Maria. 
I  told  her  that  ''one  clay  M.  Suard,  as  he  entered 
i  talon  of  the  tlotel  Necker.  saw  Mme.  Necker 
Ding  out  of  the  room,  uiid  Mile.  Necker  standing  in. 
mclaticlioly  attitude  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  Guesa- 
!  that  Mme-  Necker  Imd  been  lecturing  hei.  Siianf 
nt  towards  her  to  comfort  her,  and  whispered 
Uoe  careiuie  du  [mpa  dcdommagera  bien  de  tout  ^a.* 
be  itniued lately,  wijiing  the  tears  from  her  eyes, 
iswered  '  iiUi  I  oiii,  monsieur,  mon  pi^re  songe  & 
inn  bonheur  pr^seut,  mammsi  eoiige  4  raon  avenir.' 
tere  was  more  than  presence  of  mind,  tlK?re  was 
art  and  soul,  and  greatness  of  mind,  in  this  answer," 
lys  Misd  I'Ulgeworth  in  conclusion. 
While  "Rosamond"  was  being  printed,  Mr.  Hun- 
r  found  that  there  was  not  enough  manuscript  to 
iinpl«t«9  two  volumes:  so  Maria  instantly  set  to  work 
hite  at  Prefjny.  in  October;  and  though  in  the- 
idst  of  distractions,  social  and  friendly,  of  her 
bnds  the  Muilliets'  house,  she  completed  the  vol- 
lae  by  writing,  with  her  usual  ease  nud  spirit,  "The 

*lel  of  Memory  "  and  "  Blind  Kato." 
"  Prtjgiiy  was  a  beautiful  place,  commanding  M- 
»h  Ti«w.t  of  the  lake  and  Mont  Blanc."  It  was  as 
KlarestJng  in  its  history  as  it  was  beautiful :  it  had 
ta  l\\e  property  of  the  Empress  Josephine.  It 
«  m  6ne.  large  house :  and  here  Maria  and  her 
^^^.tcre  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  a  second  home, 
riu)-  bad  three  largo  moms.  I>esides  another  joining 
edrawing-roota,  where  Maria  usually  wroto  in  the 
boraings. 


A  STtTDT  OP  UARU   EDGEiroBTH. 

M.  Pictet  tie  Rochemoiit.  brother  of  the  Edge- 
worths'  old  friend  Marc  Augiiste  Pictet,  took  nitioli 
interest  in  Miss  Edgeworth's  "  Life  of  her  Father," 
and  with  great  care  translated  tlie  best  passages 
from  it,  for  the  "  Biblotheque  Universelle."  Th^  ■ 
visited  hiiu  at  his  house,  and  were  there  introduced  t^l 
Mine.  Ni-ckcr  de  Saussure,  the  author  of  a  work 
on  "  Progressive  Education."  Miss  EdgeworLh,  who 
thought  this  book  dull  and  tedious,  found  the  author 
of  it  much  more  ngreeabie  than  her  writings. 

M.  Diimont  once,  in  speaking  of  this  lady,  who  I 
wrote  the  life  of  her  gifted  cousin,  Mme.  de  Stael,^ 
said, — 

"  She  never  comprehended  her  cousin :  after  tlia  j 
most  glorions  burst  of  Mme.  de  Stael's  enthusiasiOi  ^ 
Mme.  Nec'ker  de  Saussure  would  come  with  her  com- 
passes, and  she  would  go  so  far.  and  so  far.  and  no 
farther,"  —  opening  his  fingers,  suiting  the  action  to 
the  words,  and  moving  bis  finger  and  thumb  like  a 
pair  of  compasses  as  he  spoke. 

M.  Dumont,  who  was  proud  of  his  country,  and 
loved  its  beautiful  and  magnificent  scenery,  alwayW  J 
"cheerful,  wilty,  and  wise."  made  a  charming  com* J 
panion;  and  they  enjoyed  his  society  extremely.         •' , 

The  last  of  October  the  sisters  left  the  hospitable 
house  of  the  Moilliets,  and  made  their  way  towards 
Paris.     Ou   their  journey   they   stopped   at   Lyons, 
associated  in   their  minds  with  the  scenes  of  their  J 
father's  early  life,  and  the  months  he  passed  lliereH 
iu  arranging  the  work  on  the  river.     They  arrivea 
at  Vm'm  the  27th  of  October,  and  took  lodgings  in  j 
the  Rue  Ste.  Honors. 
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A  painful  experience  awaited  Miss  Edgeworth. 
••Tlie  Quarterly  Review"  made  a,  most  offenaive 
Sjituick  upon  the  "Memoir"  of  Mr.  Edgewortli.  It 
Sridieuled  the  anecdotes,  questioned  the  facts,  and,  in 
bet.  showed  the  acrimonious  spirit  of  personal  spite. 
Instead  of  the  dispassionate  survey  of  a  liteniry 
itvorii,  which  is  usually  supposed  to  be  the  proper 
■iRsion  of  a  review.  Hazlitt  said  once,  sarcastically, 
f  this  "  Review,"  — 

"Mr.  Croker  i§  understood  to  contribute  the  St.  He- 
bota  articles  and  the  littcrality ;  Mr.  Canning,  the  practical 
good  Bense;  Mr.  D'lsmeli,  the  good  nature;  Mr,  Jacob, 
tbe  ino<lesty ;  Mr.  Southoj,  the  consistency ;  and  the 
UiUn*  tiimself  (OifTonI),  the  chiralroua  spirit,  and  the 
Lady  Morgan." 

Mifs  Edgeworth  herself  did  not  feel  this  ungene* 
nus  attack  as  strongly  as  her  friends  felt  it  for  her. 
iShe  wmte  to  her  aunt,  "  Never  lose  another  night's 
ileep,  or  another  moment's  thought,  on  'The  Quar- 
terly Review."  I  have  never  read,  and  never  will 
^ead  it."     Some  days  aft^r  this  alie  wrote  again :  — 

'*  Yon  would  scarcely  believe,  my  dear  friends,  the 
aim  of  miutl,  and  Uie  sort  of  satisfied  resignation,  I  feel 
•I  to  my  father's  'Life.'  I  suppose  the  two  years  of 
4oabt  and  extreme  anxiety  that  I  felt  exhausted  all  my 
power  of  doubting.  I  Iinow  that  I  have  done  my  very 
bwl;  I  know  thai  I  have  done  my  duly;  and  I  firmly 
brUere,  that,  if  my  dear  father  could  see  tbe  whole,  be 
Vonlil  he  aatisQiHl  with  what  I  have  don^." 

The  article  in  "  The  Quarterly "  was  the  most 
■liittiTe  «ud  ill-natured  piece  of  personality  iniagin- 


180 


A  sreiv  gvKBBfta 


After  o^ 


wXAt. 

Mr.  EdgewocAc 
luuiiy  u/  hu 

tioiM  wiUi  lite  luiilT'.  fai»  fa«-  Banne«k,  to  wfaidi 
ruviiiwtr  tries  to  Add  *  fift^ — n  chotc  aukiiig 
»{  ttio  A^nA^mu  uid  tk  kKsks  cgoCtsms  of 
ICilgewitrtli   tlio  most  bighEfal 
lii^  moriU  ciumcCvr, — >the  aitide  Vy»  great  Buem 
lliii  fitit,  tliat  Mr.  Edgewonli 

hihI  otiimiders  bUdaughtfruaadlTvaatuqr  id  nfins- 
titi'iit.  tuv\  in  uppreciatioiL  o/  ber  Efttfaers  shoitccna- 
IU)t^  iiH  fi  mail  utid  n  Christian.  It  is  haid  to  say 
*h"iV  titt?  ifvit'Wer  Miisidered  Christianitv ;  for  "  ~^ 
r%itfTitwiii'tli  wiiH  a  regular  attendant  at  the  E]ii»c- 
t'tmtt>li  \n  l'Mm<wnrth»town,  took  «  friendly  iniei 
Its  tt«  oli^rttymnn,  and  mode  himself  i^reeaUe  to  the 
WtWl»*vni  «r  ntliiT  di-noin illations  who  might  be  there 
ClW  ^vtln^MiK  iHii'poHeM :  ofl«n  entertaining  theni,  aa 
l^vll  *•  th»'  Uoiiiiui-CBlholic  pariiili  priest,  at  his  own 
W^H»>  Hw  iiinnird,  with  the  full  consent  and  appro- 
^WMmh  hC  livi  ffttliiT.  Uio  daughter  of  one  clergyi 
\\\  lh(>  riiuivh  "f  Kngland.  and  the  sister  of  aaothi 
M  \s\<K  ftmrlh  wife,  Mina  Beaufort.  He  couni 
tWf'm  UtM  iiitimiUo  friends  several  dignitaries 
\W  \'\\\\vvK  iudiiding  the  I'rimate  of  Ireland  ai 
H^)H(|>  V\'»Kv>v.     In  coaoluding   the  article,  the 


tay 

m 


y*yt*  Imvo  ni>w  ilone  our  paiufiil  task;  and,  on  the ^ 
«M»>  »mi  HVfiit«..l  ol.jeclion  to  tlie  work  is.  that  it  must 
■WKttf  Mr.  Kdncwoith's  reputation,  and  not  raise  that 
*iit  Wk  vUimlilw.     Tliere  ia  arndi  to  blame,  aud  UlUe  to 


UEUOIR  Ol"   MR,   EIKIEWOUTH. 


857 


{iraise,  in  wlmt  the;,  with  a  miataknn  and  self-deccptrre 
ptuH.-ility,  record  of  him.  Hia  owu  share  of  the  work 
is  silly,  trivial,  vain,  and  inaccurate;  hers,  by  its  own 
ftompous  claims  tii  approbation,  fails  of  what  a  more 
nodeflt  exposition  would  have  obtained,  and  might  hare 
ticen  entitled  to.  Mr.  Edgeworth  had  some  ingentii^. 
great  liveliness,  great  acti\ity,  a  large  sliare  of  good  sense 
■^(parliciilarly  when  he  wrote),  of  good  iiatiire.  and  of 
'good  temper.  He  waa  a  prudent  and  just  landlord,  a 
■kind  hu9l>and  (except  to  his  secoud  wife),  an  affection- 
ate parent;  but  he  was  superficial,  not  well  fouuded  in 
aay  branch  of  knowledge,  yet  dabbling  iu  all.  As  a 
p»ciianic.  he  showed  no  originality,  but  some  powers 
pt  application ;  as  a  public  man,  he  was  hasty,  injudi- 
tious,  incousisl4?Dt,  and  outy  not  mischievous ;  tn  society 
we  must,  DotwithstaDdiog  Miss  Edgi'worth*8  dutiful  pai^ 
tuiity.  venture  to  say  that  he  was  as  disagreeable  as 
kquacity,  egotism,  and  a  little  tinge  now  and  Uien  of 
inaklieacy,  could  make  him ;  but.  with  all  these  draw- 
backs, his  life  was,  as  far  as  we  have  heard  or  seeu,  on 
the  whole,  more  useful,  more  respectable,  than  the  repre- 
(Mitntion  which  is  here  given  of  it.  For  his  reputation, 
these  two  volumes  of  biography  ought  to  be  forgotten.*' 


She  received  the  following  kindly  and  sympathetic 
words  from  two  Geneva  friends  at  this  time ;  — 

GExivK,  Nov.  T,  1930. 
"  Jc  nc  Bois,  mon  amiable  ami.  si  je  devais  vuus  ^crire 
U  moment  on  j'ai  le  ca'ur  blc8s4  do  cetlo  attaque  calom- 
ak'use  dc  'Quarterly  Review. '  J'ai  cu  regn't  de  D'ftn 
ptu  aupr^  de  vous  lorsqu'il  a  paru.  Je  vous  aurai  aid^ 
pmc-i'tre  a  enviaagcr  avec  plus  de  fermel*  one  agression 
^ut  doll  foiie  plus  de  tort  tl  sea  auteurs  qu'iL  voua,  et  Je  M 


A  STtrnr  or  kaujl  edgkvobtb. 


•  ^*i4)rt«  U  prMBiire  expnwicm  <le  ctiJignB,<ttB9iw 
«  ie  hMir  de  U  t^OexkNi,  rons  aentim  qae  tooi  o* 
t  rbomwur.  U  dfocnoe,  le  sentiiaait  BIU.  pu^ 
It  tub*  InllfnutioD.  Si  par  buatd  voaa  o'avex  pM 
■  <«4te  infaiiw  article  jo  vous  conseUler^  de  at  jms  im 
XtK,  H  de  rabamlonDCt  ftu  mvpris  public" 

I1iis  letter  &bows  Oio  generous  fijinpatlijr  of  Da> 
■htut  lUi  ihta  occa^un. 

Mr».  Mitn-ct,  who  was  just  wtting  out  for  Italj^ 
wmta  t^  Mus  EJgGWorth:  — 

"  1  nuinot  makr  up  tut  niiti<l,  m;  ilcur  frien^l.  to  take 
n;  departnrf  fnr  a  still  more  diabint  couutry  wiUwai 
afaiD  hiditii^  y\w  adit'ii.     I  have  lieaitated  for  some  Lim 
paal:  *}UmU  I,  or  biball  I  uot.  write  to  MisB  £(lg«worth f 
tor  I  tth  ttuit  1  <<ou]il  nut  write  without  Uiacfaiog  on  i 
arttclo  in  iho  *  l)unrti'rly ; '  a  subject  wliich  makes  t 
blood  boil  with  iDtli);nfttii>ni  and  whicb  rouses  every  fee 
ittg  of  conteu))>t  and  abhorrence.     I  might,  indeed,  refra 
from  tbe  exiirva^jou  of  these  seotimeDtB ;  but  bow  cotild  I 
rwtnio  all  tliuse  fet^lings  of  the  wEirniest  interest,  the  teu- 
dereat  syuipalby.  and  tlie  softest  pity,  for  your  wounded 
feeliugs?     1    well    remember   the  wish   yon    one   day  86 
piously  espresseil  to  me,  that  your  father  could  look  down 
from  beaveu,  aud  see  the  purity  and  zeal  of  your  inten- 
tions iu  writing  Ilia  memt^irs.     I  am  sure  your  iieavenlt 
Fatiii:!)  dot's  ace  tlicm ;  aud  I  feel  that  this  unjust,  un- 
chrUlian,  Inipiisilorinl  attack  will  uot  only  develop  fresh 
aentunents  of  the  tcndorest  nature  in  your  friends,  but  ■ 
also   rally   every   human    being   of   sound   sense    nroundl 
you." 

"The  Edinburgh  Review."  in  commenting  ( 
"Memoir"  uf  Mr.  Edgoworlb,  said  that  the  mw 


We  thing  about  the  work  was,  that  the  first 
^  OD  llie  whole,  better  than  the  second. 

It  is  very  lively,  rapid,  and  various,  eulivencd  with 
grvai  Dumber  of  anecdotes  anil  characters ;  and  if  not 
ig  any  extraordiuary  reach  of  tliou^ht,  or  lofti- 
feeling.  exhibiting,  in  rather  a  pleasing  and  c&n- 
the  history  of  a  very  active  and  cultivated  mind, 
iring  about  everywhere  the  imiicaliona  of  a 
lomored  eom|>luLvney,  and  a  Hght-liearted  and  in- 
dulgtrnt  gayety.  The  otiier  is  too  aulcnin  an<l  didactic: 
■nil.  Uiougli  there  oru  many  passages  full  of  ititercat  and 
btstniction,  it  overflows  so  much  with  praise  and  gratitude, 
ilDty  and  self-dvnial,  as  to  go  near  being  dull  and 
ttdiom." 


••The  North  Amerieaii  Review,"  in  summing  up  a 
Rotictf  of  the  book,  said  Mr.  Edgeworth's  "Memoir" 
^lielonged  neither  to  the  style  of  the  Confesidotis  of 
Bt.  AogitHtioe  niiv  those  of  Rousseau. 

The  sistera  visited  much  during  their  second  stay 
1b  I'aria.  and  saw  their  friends  the  Delesacrts,  and 
tthers.  constantly.  They  had  a  "  splendid  and  most 
fegreeablv  dinner,"  given  them  by  Mme.  de  Rumford. 
Tbid  lady,  who  was  tlie  widow  of  the  celebrated 
mist.  Lavoisier,  was  again  a  widow,  after  years 
ftf  (Separation  from  her  second  husbAiid,  the  ceceii- 
Hc  man  of  science.  Count  Rumford,  with  whom  she 
Kved  most  unhappily. 

They  visited  the  celebrated  Mme.'  de  la  Roche- 
JKquelin. 

>  WliUivr  of  Ilcuii  de  la  BoclieJaqueUo,  tuuous  toe  lib  action*  in 


WtMTWB/t  Cmwd  CHraK    Sft,      MM 

aOuU  iMlnov.  mM  fniwiiiiiiiii  mUk  m  Sn  jcMt 
tn>  fa«iiRl  SI nr.  de  Bott^mqatSa  hin^  oa  a  nfa,  ber 
iUunhu-ra  si  wwt.  ooe  iptiiiag  wiik  s  d 
(iU«cr  i-uibroi'lmtig  moslia.  MaJ^i^f  |t  «  Ui^,  ht 
iiMn.  witli  ■  broad,  fur  fwx.  witJh  m  bmiM  oti 
Rllinwilon,— on  Iwoeralnit  aa  UaEl;  Bnslow's  or 
Itilnlili'y'ii.  Ilor  b&ir  cut  sborl.  aw)  perfectly  gray, 
MVd  iiiiilpr  lirr  cat*  ^  tlie  rest  of  hrr  face  maeh  too  yoaag 
^tr  ■)«'!)  Iinty  lot^ks,  not  at  all  the  bard,  ■eatber-besteB 
kktlt  lliHt  liHil  lK>fii  (Icscribt^d  to  Bs ;  aod  tboogb  ber  faee 
Itui)  t>k)iiiUi>i)  form  aud  dn>sa,  all  aiiuaaked  oo  a  Bofa,  did 
M>l  nl  lint  fironiUR  much  of  gentility,  yon  oonld  not 
tKWf  ImMI  «|Mi«lt  or  ttt^^  li<?r  for  thn%  Bunulea  without  per- 
tvtxiMj]  thai  alti-  was  well  born  Aiid  well  bred.  Sbe  had 
Ituil  ltd  W^,  wliii'b  was  the  cause  of  her  lying  on 
M)fa.  I)  m)rmt<d  a  ({rieTouA  g^enance.  aa  she  is  of 
W*ivo  a  hiHiiMT  na  ever.  Sbe  says  ber  health  is  pertt 
liUt  a  liri^oua  diaeaae  iu  bcr  eyes  baa  nearly  di')>riveO  bee, 
ot  ilijht  I  ■))«  ixiuld  hardly  see  my  face,  though  1  aat  aa 
(khw)  twt  I  kimlil  go  to  the  sofa. 

"  ■  I  Mill  always  very  sorry,'  said  she, '  when  any  slrauger 
»«<•  liw,  |.ni-ce-(iue  je  sais  que  je  d^truia  toule  illusion, 
wla  <itii>  Ji<  dcvriiis  avoir  I'air  d'une  heroine,  et  snrtoi 
t\\w  Ji-  ilt'vniia  avoir  I'air  malheurcuso,  ou  ^puisl^  au  moii 
—  relii  do  lout  eela,  Mlas  ! ' 

"Sho  In  miiili  k'tt*r  than  a  heroine, — she  is  benevor' 
Iciiw  niid  trutli  ilaeir.     She  begged  her  daughtera  to  tal 
ua   bilo  the  mihn,  to  show  us  wbat  she  thought  wot 
lutorcat  ua.     She  aiwlogized  for  the  cold  of  these  root 
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1  well  she  might :  when  the  double-doors  were  opcnetl, 
[  really  thought  Kolua  himself  was  puffing  io  our  faeee : 
shawled  oureetves  well  before  we  ventured  in.  At 
»«  end  of  the  »alon  is  n  picture  of  M.  de  Leseure,  and 
I  the  other  of  Henri  de  la  Hoehejaquelin,  by  Gernrd  and 
pliodet,  presenta  from  the  king.  Fine  military  figuR'a. 
I  the  boudoir  is  one  of  M.  de  la  Rochejaquclb,  much 
D  fineftl  of  all :  she  has  never  yet  lookei)  nt  this  pieture, 
r  from  being  disappoiuU;il,  I  wus  luuch  gratitiud  with 
•  TistU" 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  much  disappointed  in  seeing 
Talleyrand,  and  heard  nothing  but  the  merest  com- 
moupliLces  from  him.  He  appeared  determined  U> 
Rvoid  her,  though  they  met  liequeiitly  in  large  as- 
Beml)  luges. 

During  these  two  visits  in  Paris,  Miss  Edgeworth 
net  several  persons  who  desired  the  privilege  of 
translating  her  works.  Among  these  was  a  Mile. 
Swinloii.  afterwards  Mme.  Relloc,  an  Irishwoman  l>y 
dftwent,  but  Parisian  by  birth  and  education.  At 
this  time  ehe  was  a  very  young  lady,  and  she  in- 
tOTotrd  Miss  E<lgeworth  very  much.  They  cor^ 
Keprinded  for  many  years  after  this.  She  made 
eicelleut  translations  of  Mibs  Edgeworth "s  books, 
ud  wajt  her  life-long  friend  and  admirer. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Baturn  to  England.  —  Boirood.  —  Ireland.  —  ImpioTeiDeiitata  EdglK 
wortlniown.  —  Englaud  in  183l.~Vi»ii» to  Smethwii:k  Groi-e,— 
WyL'omlie  AMipy.  — Mr.  Wilberforca.  — Ostcomlie  Park.  — Anoc- 
dut«H.  —  Ejutoti  Grey.  —  Bowood.  —  Ballsbury  (.'allmlral.  —  Dcqv 
deiiB.  —  Setjuel  to  •■  Frank."  —  HAUipateBtl.  —  ■•  Tlie  Pinto "'  reftd. 
—  Misaea  Balllie.  — Mra.  Somervtile.  — Many  Llbtrary  People.— 
Aneololen.  —  Mn.  Fry'a  Reading  at  Newgale.  —  Almacks.  —  Bit 
Waller  ScotC  inritea  Maria  to  Abbotstotd.  — She  acpcptcd  tor 
Fev  Months  Later.  —  Londou  Society.  — Mrs.  Sid'ions'a  Aclln|^  ~ 
Ireland. —■'Harry  and  Lucy."— A  Visit  to  Scotland.  —  The  8 
•ns.  —  Edinburgh.  —  Mrs.  Flotcher's  Description  ot  " 
Scott. 

After  several  months  on  the  Continent, 
very  agreeably  among  friends  and  in  the  gay 
of  Paris,  the  scientific  and  hospitable  homes  of 
Switzerland,  and  surrounded  by  its  magnificent 
scenery,  the  Misses  Edgeworth  returned  to  England 
in  December,  1820,  by  the  way  of  Calais.  They 
made  no  stay  in  London ,  simply  waiting  long  ei 
to  ace  Mr.  Hunter  about  the  printing  of  "  RoatM' 
mond,"  then  in  the  press,  and  to  arrange  about 
second  edition  of  the  "Memoirs,"  which  had  bei 
corrected,  and  was  also  being  printed  at 
time. 

They  went  for  a  little  visit  to   Bowood,  aftery 
week  at  Clifton  with  Mis.   Beddoea.    Miss   Edge< 
worth   gave   a   glimpse   of  the   life  at  the  pleasant 
home  of  the  Lansdownes,  saying,  — 
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.  *' At  Bowood  there  was  a  happ;  mixture  of  sense  and 

asonsc.     Lord    Lnusdowne  was   talking  to  rae  ou  the 

i  little  sofa  by  the  fire,  seriously,  of  Winiiliani's  life 

i  ileatli.  and  of  a  Joumal  which  be  wrote  to  cure  Iiim' 

of  iudeeisioD  of  eiiaracter.     Enter  suildeiily,  witli  a 

1  Iiuret  of  Doiae,  from  the  break  fast- room,  a  troop  of 

tnUtraicn,  aeigliing  like  horses.     You  never  saw  a  man 

k  more  Burpriae<l  than  Lord  Lansdowne. 

'  Rcimter  the  same  i>crfoniiei-s  ou  oil -fours,  grunting 

'fikc  piga. 

"Tbni  s  companj  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  dumb 
ibow,  doing  a  couutry-visit,  en<ling  with  asking  for  a 
fnuk.  courtesying.  bowing  and  exit,  — neighbor. 

•-  Tbrn  roter  all  the  gentlemen,  some  with  their  fingers 
on  their  eyes,  some  delighted  with  themselves,  —  /. 

'■Then  re-enter  Lord  Laosdoirnc,  the  two  Mr.  Smiths, 
Hr.  Ilallam.  and  Fazakerley,  each  with  little  dulls  made 
at  their  pocket-handkerchiefs,  nursing  and  playing  with 
tbetn.— do«. 

**Kxit  and  re-ent«r,  carrying  and  surrounding  and 
■or^bipping  Mrs.  Ord,  —  idol.  This  docs  not  do  for 
Mtcr  reading,  but  it  produced  much  laughter." 

They  left  Bowood,  and  proceeded  to  Ireland.    On 
r  Arrival  in  Dublin,  Miss  Edgeworth  had  a  severe 
,  and  was  detained  by  it  for  a  whiie.     After 
r  Teeovery  she  visited  her  aunt,  Mrs,  Ruxton,  at 
ItUek  Castle. 

Hie  Jewish  lady,  Miss  Mordecai  of  Richmond, 
IVl,  wrot«  Miss  Edgeworth  a  letter  about  the 
Itaunoir,  which  Maria  said  was  "written  in  a  spirit 
■  ■(CliriKliaa  charity  and  kinduess  which  it  were  to 
|pt  wished  lliat  all  Christians  possessed,"  and  the 
■•tter  pleased  her  very  much. 


WH         A  anan  or  luxu  bdoewcibtil 

ICm  Edgf'mL  vn««  viiei  she  heard  ctf  I 
deatfa  of  Xapcdeoa  L: — 

"BeBmHHitoMdadI    Ami  wm  euatse  mftt  be  hukIb 
bi  Bar  »— itiy  hf  tkt  AmA  af  a  nu  who  onoe 
radi  ft  figtm  ia  tte  wodS.    B<  «te  oommADded  empi 
Mkd  KTvereigii*.  a  f  itjug  ii  aa  tftagme  bt&od.  dispul 
for  a  botUe  of  wisK,  anbject  to  Ifae  prtir  tjraiiDy  o( 
HodaoQ    howe.     I   rc^nt  thtf   EaelaDd   penniucd    that 
tranipUng  on  the  failen.    What  an  exc«Uent  dialogue  of 
tliR  d<.-ad  mlgbt  be  rriUeti  between  Bonaparte  and  Tbemia- 
todnal" 

8Iin  read  "The  Spy"  doriDg  the  sommer,  i 
•|i(i|ikM  of  the  "new  scenes  and  characters  hum 
ttliil  imlhos;  n  picture  of  America  in  Washingtol 
lIlHti,  n  mirKPon  worthy  of  Smollett  or  Moore,  qrf 
dlffrrvtit  from  any  of  their  various  surgeons;  audi 
Il'Ulavomiin.  Betty  Flanagan,  incomjiarable." 

Mlu  Kdpoworth  was  always  much  interested  i 
Hip  jM'nr  of  E(Igi>w<irth6town,  and  in  endeavoring  to 
aiiifil(iritli>  their  condition.  She  asked  a  friend  In 
wliUntt  uf  her  aumnier's  work, — 
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"  What  do  you  think  is  my  employmeot  out  of  do< 
ami  wtint  it  litis  been  this  week  past?  Mygardt^a? 
■Ui>h  uli'Kunt  thing :  but  making  a  gatWr,  a  sewer,  and  a 
(lAtliway,  iti  the  street  of  Edge  wort  hstown  ;  and  I  do  de- 
clai'i.'  1  am  an  much  inUreated  about  it  as  I  ever  was  in 
writing  liny  tiling  in  my  life.  We  have  never  here  yet 
found  It  nott'asiiry  to  have  recourse  to  public  contribn- 
llona  for  the  poor ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  give  some  i 
■Utunw  to  the  Inlioring  class,  and  I  find  that  making  t 
aalil  gutlur  and  pathway  will  employ  twenty  men  for  tl 
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-  I>i(i  3foa  ever  hear  these  two  excellent  Tory 
s  m«Ic  by  a  celebratcil  Whig  — 

'  As  bota  nlighting  upon  flowereta  ceoie  lo  hum, 
So,  aettliug  aiioii  places,  ^liigs  grow  dutub '  ?  " 


\  Muiy  of  MisH  Edgeworth'a  friends  in  England  had 

1  lier  tn  revisit  tliem  during  this  year,  and  she 

fetemiined  to  pass  the  winter  of  1821-22  there.    She 

WBited  in  October,  accontpanied  by  her  two  half-sis- 

ten.  Fannr  and  Harriet,  who  had  been  with  her  on 

the  Continent.     Their  firet  visit  was  at  Sraethwick 

Grove,  the   home  of    the    MuUlieta.     There    they 

**i(u«»«;d   by  nut  arriving  last  night."  Maria  wrote, 

"a  Frenchman  who  has  been  seventeen  years  learn- 

it^  to  play  on  the  flute,  and  cannot  play ;  and  who 

hu  bfen  ten  years  learning  to  spenk  English,  and 

jvt  told  Mrs.  MoUlit't  that  he  had  a  letter  to  Lord 

Purfi-laiit,  lo  whom  hia  mother  is  related,  meaning 

thu  Duko  of  Portland.     He  left  thiH.  determined  to 

we  the  residence  of  '  Lord  Malhrouke,'  and  would 

not  W  pcrKuaded  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was 

not  ralloil  *  Va-t-en  Malhrouke.'" 

^^  After  tome  days  with  the  Moillicts  they  went  to 

^HTyeombe   Abbey,   the   lioaie   of   Lord   Carrington. 

^Bknong    (>th«r  distinguished   and  agreeable   people 

^Bfiaa  Edgeworth    met   there,  she   renewed   her   ai>> 

^Knaintauce  with  Mr.  Wilberforce.     She  wrote:  — 


"  We  have  had  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  for  several  ilays  ;  and 
BDcit  tell  you  how  glatl  I  am  to  have  seen  him  a(;ain. 
to  luiVL'  luw)  ail  ('{iiiortuaity  of  hearing  bU  itelighLful 
aad  vt  aeving  Uie  exleut  iwil  vuxiuty  of  tils 
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he  motoaes.  he  doe*  nol  bbrIt  talk.  Bis  Iboaglits  flow 
my  aoaroeB.  Uial  tlte; 
I  »  reporter  would 
be  qaite  at  &  low.  Am  be  BlenDj  emus  ta  sppftk  all  fak 
UKMgfata  H  tbe7  oMor,  be  proiliices  wbat  strikes  hitn  od 
both  iidca  of  BD5  qaestioa.  Tbk  ofleti  jNUcle*  bis 
en.  bat  to  me  it  is  m  fnot  of  candor  umI  siocerit; : 
it  ii  both  ■wiiwing  and  instnctrre  tn  see  faim  tbaa 
■nriiig  arcooDte  alogd.  Hr  is  Trrr  lirel;  iumI  full  of 
nwtdrtioBi :  oo  inalter.  His  indalgeiit,  t)eueroli*nt  t^ra- 
|wr  atrilm  me  pArtiailmri; :  he  makes  no  pretensLOD  to 
•••{■■rbr  Mndity  or  Btrictoess.  He  spoke  witti  mucli  re- 
9\¥rv\  notl  ta^nilcnieM  Tor  mj  feelings,  of  my  f&Uier,  and 
«r  llip  'Ufe.'" 

"  Wc  are  rwding  Mme.  de  Stael's  '  Dix  Annies 
d'Kiil  ■  witli  dollgkt.  With  its  faults  there  are  so  many 
iMilliniil  piuuingra,  and  thingia  which  no  one  but  her- 
«pir  mull)  hate  thought  or  said :  and  it  will  last 
H  (hp  Htemury  of  RonniMute  lasts  on  earth." 


NIh<  Wfl*  told  in  connection  with  some  courenHitit 
It)  till*  liiiiik,  thnt  the  Swedish  ambassador  said  Mtne. 
tip  NlHCrM  lellers  were  intercepted,  and  it  was  found 
*\w  WM  iiilriKiiiiig  to  set  Bernadotte  on  the  throne 
(tf  I'i'Hiii'ti.  Thiit,  alleged  as  the  cause  of  Napoleon 'it 
WtluiUy  t'l  hor,  Mian  Edgeworth  was  not  willing  tQ. 
MItiVtt.  ,.ja 

'Hiwii-  (.tuy  ivt  Lord  Carriugton's  was  delightfvd 
H»  gave  ihoin  a  lovoly  suite  of  rooms,  induding-fl 
^>riYitl«  Kitting-roDiH  for  Miss  Edgeworth's  own  useT 
Afwr  thi'ir  vi'i'v  agreeable  stay  at  Wycombe  Abbey, 
thpy  WBUt  to  Gatcoinbe  Park,  the  residence  of  Mr. 
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Kvid  Ricardo,  the  eminent  writer  on  political  econ- 
□y  aiid  kindred  subjects.  In  this  charming  family 
lev  enjoyed  some  days,  which  were  pleasantly  varied 
r  the  beautiful  drives,  and  interesting  talks  with 
X.  Kicardo  of  whom  Maria  wrote :  — 

"Mr,  Rieanlo,  with  a  very  composed  maoncr.  hna  a 
ntinual  life  of  mind,  and  starts  peipetimlly  new  game 

conversation.  I  never  argued  or  discussed  a  question 
itb  any  person  wlio  argues  more  fairly,  or  less  for  victory, 
k1  more  for  IrutL.  lie  gives  full  weigbt  to  every  argu- 
mt  brought  against  liim,  and  seems  not  to  Iw  on  any 
Je  o(  the  question  for  oue  instant  longer  than  the  con- 
ctioD  of  his  mind  on  that  aide.  It  seems  quite  indif- 
reut  1o  faim  whether  you  lind  the  tiutb,  or  wliether  he 
id*  it,  provided  it  be  found." 

,Thcy  met  a  Miss  Strackey  here  at  dinner.  She 
fkl  Maria  she  was  at  school  with  the  young  ladies 
'ho  wruie  to  her  about  the  wedding-dresses  in  the 
'Contrast,"  and  well  remembered  their  delight  at 

r  entertaining  answer. 

At  this  same  dinner  an  English  bull  was   men- 

Ded.     Lord  Camden  put  the  foUowiug  advertise- 

int  in  the  pnpeis:  — 

"Owing  to  the  distress  of  the  ttmes  Lord  Camden  will 
1  ttioot  himself  or  any  of  his  tenants  before  the  4th  of 
Dtlober  next." 

,  Writing  from  Easton  Grey,  where  they  went  after 
hning  Gatcotnbe  Park.  Miss  Gdgeworth  said.  Lady 
Dttherine  Btsset,  *'  when  no  one  was  seeing  or  hear- 
;,  laid  her  hand  ou  my  arm  most  affectionately. 
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and  looking  up  in  my  face  said. '  Do  tou  knowt  4 
have  bceii  balf  my  life  trying  to  be  your  good  French 
govcroess.     I  love  her." 

They  went  next  to  Dowood,  wKere  they  had  the 
pleasure  of  Iieoring  Lord  and  Lady  Lansdovne^s 
accnuiit  of  tlifir  foreign  tour,  from  which  they  had 
juHt  rottimed.  After  a  visit  to  the  Kings  nt  Clifton, 
thpy  went  to  Cirencester,  the  seat  of  Lord  BathnrsC, 
of  whom  I'ope  wrote.  "  Who  plants  like  Bathurst  ?  " 
Maria  admired  the  beaatiful  and  celebrated  i 
and  tioticeil  "the  meeting  of  the  pine  avenues  inj 
«tar"  as  "superb."  At  Cirencester,  Lord  Aps 
lent  her  "Valoe,"  a  book  published  in  1817,  byT 
French  governess  dismissed  by  Ihe  Duchess  of  Bw 
fort.  Tiiiti  book  "  threw  all  high-bred  London  ia{| 
coiifuBion  "  when  it  ap]ieared.  There  was  "no  i 
but  tittle-tattle  truths"  in  it,  "You  cau't  buy  (i 
book  if  you  were  to  give  your  eyes  for  it:  all  bouj 
up  "  by  the  Duchess  of  Beaufort. 

Among  other  places  of  interest  visited  as 
paHsetl  from  one  hospitable  mansion  to  another,  t 
saw  Siilisbury  and  its  lovely  cathedral,  Stonehengi 
Wilton   H<iu§e.  with  its  magniiicent  collections   i 
auliiniitics,  and  its  priceless  Vandykes;  und  "Long 
lord  Caslle,  the  strongest  castle  in  the  world," 

Tliey  wont  to  Deepdene,  to  their  friends  the  Hop* 
Among  the  party  gathered  there,  they  met  one  .< 
the  authors  of  "Rejected  Addresses,"    Mr.  Smith; 
WBo  told    Fiinny    Edgeworth   that  he  intended  to 
put  her  sister  "into  the  'Rejected  Addresses'  in  th&._ 
character  of  an  Irish  laborer,  but  it  was  so  fl 
threw  it  aside."     While  at  Deepdene  Mids 
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irth  wrote  the  preface  to  the  sequel  of  "  Frank," 
lich  was  sonn  U>  be  puhliNited. 
While  at  the  Caira'  house  at  Ilampstead,  they 
'  The  Pirate,'  or  rather  heard  it  read  by  Mr. 
who  read  admirably." 
'*  Wondprfiil  genius !  who  can  raise  nn  interest  even  oh' 
httrreD  rocVa  ot  Zetland.  AladiHo  could  onlj  raise 
aces  at  will ;  but  the  mighty  master.  Scott,  can  trana- 
t  us  Lo  the  re:iK>le  desert  coiner  of  the  earth,  ay,  and 
rp  U3  ilicre.  nmt  make  iis  wish  to  stay,  among  bcioga 
hisowo  ere&tion." 


Maria  enjoyed  meeting  Dr.  Lushington  there.     Of 
^lie  Pirate,"  on  finishing  it,  she  writes:  — 

The  duracters  of  the  two  sisters  arc  beautiful.  The 
.  of  Itrenda  not  betleviug  in  eupematural  agency,  and 
being  afraid,  and  Minna  not  being  afraid,  though  alie 
in  Norma's  power,  is  new  and  natural  and  ingcn- 
I,  TIm  wflfl  Joanna  liaillie'a  idea.  The  picture  of 
aiot^TS  sleeping,  and  Ibc  lacing  scene,  is  excellent ;  and 
are  not  only  passages  of  Iteautlful.  picttu^sque  de- 
Ion.  hut  many  more  deep.  pliiloao(>liical  reflections 
imuti  mind,  and  the  causes  of  liumnn  happi- 
in  any  of  hia  olhrr  works.  Tlie  satire  upon 
ltnriAt«,  imported  from  one  country  to  another,  who 
to  work  to  improve  the  land  and  liahits  of  the  people 
beinj;  acquainUn]  with  the  circumstances  of  eltherr 
cxoeUent." 


Tliej'  vuuted  tlie  Miss  Baillies  again.     Maria  eii- 

them  very  much,  saying,  — 
"Uoat  gtr(M!tionnt«  hospitality  lia*  been  shown   to  na 
rtiwHi  two  excellent  sisters.     1   part  willi  Agnes  and 
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Joannn  Bailliecontlrmed  in  my  opinion,  that  llicone  ia  ' 
most  amiatiie  literary  woman  I  ever  twhpld.  and  the  Otll 
ODo  of  the  beat  infonn»i  and  most  oaeful." 

She  "  rf  juiced  at  Mr.  Biishe'a  promotion."  sayi 
"Mrs.  Riislie  sent  to  me,  through   Anne 
rnoitt   kind   message,   alluding    lu   our   'P 
chief  justice  by  Mcondsight" 

She  was  supposed  to  have  drawn  Mr.  Busbe  as 
the  chief  justice  in  "  Patronage,"  and  the  character 
seemed  so  like  him  that  it  was  recognized  by  t 
who  knew  him  best.     This  was  the  meaning  of  I 
Bushe*s  message  about  his  appointment  by  " 
tight : "  for  "  Patronage  "  was  pul)lishe'l  years  lieft^ 
Mr.  Hushe  was  made  chief  justice.     During  this  v  ' 
ter.  Miss  Edgeworth  met  at  Sir  Juhu  Sebright 
Beechwood  Park, — 

"Mrs.  SomcrviUe,  —  little,  slightly  made;  fair  hai3 
pink  color:  small,  gray,  round,  iutelligcnt,  smiling  ejt 
very  pleasing  countenance ;  remarUahly  soft  voice ;  str 
but  well-bred  Scotch  accent;  timid,  —  not  disqualiTyi 
timid,  lint  naturally  modest,  —  yet  with  a  degi'ce  of  a 
possession  thi-ougliout  which  prevents  her  being  I 
least  awkwai-d,  and  gives  her  all  the  advantage  of  1 
underslnnding,  at  the  same  time  that  it  adds  a  prepi 
sessina  charm  to  her  manner,  and  takes  off  all  tb'ead  Jj 
her  BUjwrior  scientific  learning, 

"Mre.  Sonien-ille  is  the  lady  who  La  Place  says  ia  fi 
only  woman  in  England  wlio  underetands  his  works.  She 
draws  lieautifully ;  and  while  her  head  is  among  the  stars, 
her  feet  are  firm  upon  the  earth.  I  have  tliis  moment 
heard  an  anecdote  which  proves  lieyond  a  doulit  —  if  any 
doubt  remained — that  Walter  Scott  ia  the  author  of  the 
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He  edit«(l  '  The  Memoir  of  the  Somen'illea,' 

1  in  the  manascript  copy  are  his  mnrhs  of  whut  was  to 

Bbe  omitted  :  aud  amoog  these  are  what  siigg(r8t«<l  to  him 

}  the  i>lf»  of  Lady  Margaret,  and  tlie  dwi  Jeurie  whkh  his 

MAjesty  did  lii-r  the  honor  to  take  with  hor,  — continually 

■efenvd  to  by  im  ancestor  of  Dr.  SomervUle." 

The  Misse»  Etigeworth  went  tbence  to  Mardoaks, 
on  a  visit  to  Sir  James  and  Lady  MackiDtosh.  Of 
Sir  James  she  writes,  — 

"He  i»  improved  in  the  ail  of  conversation  since  we 
knew  liim ;  being  engaged  in  great  affaire  with  great  men 
And  great  women  has  |>erfccl^l  him  in  the  use  and 
Bmnni^mcnt  of  his  wunderfnl  nulurul  powers,  an<l  rast. 
•DCOtaDlatAd  trcasarcs  of  knowledge.  Uia  mcmoi-y  now 
I  wppfmn  to  work  less,  hia  eloquence  ia  more  easy,  his  wit 
I  more  brilliant,  hia  anecdotes  more  happily  introduced. 
Altogether,  bis  conversation  is  even  more  delightful  than 
foTTDi-rly;  HU|M>rior  to  Duniont  in  imagination,  and  almost 
tqiud  in  wit.  In  Dumont's  mien  aud  conversation,  wit 
uxl  n-nsi>n  aru  kipt  separate  ;  hut  in  Mackintosh  Uiey  are 
mixetl.  wi'l  he  uairs  Ixith  in  argument,  knowing  the  full 
mlw  aod  force  of  each.  Never  attempliDg  ti>  pass  wit  for 
bgio.  he  foi^ca  each  link  of  the  chain  of  demonstration, 
■nd  then  sends  U)e  electric  spark  of  wit  through  it.  The 
Frencli  may  well  exelium,  in  speaking  of  him.  '  Quelle 
ftliondiuice  I ' 

"  He  Uild  OS  that  at  Berlin,  just  before  a  dinner  at 
«lurb  wcrv  all  the  princes  nnd  ambassadors  of  Europe, 
Unc  de  .Stael,  who  bad  Iteen  invited  to  meet  them,  turn- 
ing to  a  picture  of  Bonaparte,  then  at  tlie  height  of  lUa 
pnwcr,  uldressed  it  with  Voltaire's  lint's  to  Cupid  :  — 

*  Qiil  qt»  oe  mil,  vnici  ton  niattro  I 
II  eel,  U  fut,  oa  U-  iloit  eirv  t ' " 
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Her  Bisters  thought  Sir  James  far  surpassed  tbetr 
expectations.  The  two  persons  Fanny  Edgewortfa 
most  wished  to  see  in  England  were  Ricardo  and 
Mackintosh,  and  they  saw  both  in  their  own  bouses 
to  great  advantage. 

They  met  Lord  Anglesey  at  Sir  Thomas  Law- 
rence's, where  they  went  while  with  Lady  Elizabeth 
Whitbread,  at  Grove  House,  Kensington,  to  whom 
they  went  from  Sir  James  Mackintosh's.  She 
of  Lord  Anglesey,  — 


1 


"  He  is  no  longer  tianiisome,  but  a  model  for  the 
conduct  of  a  wooden  leg.'  It  was  within  an  inch  of 
niug  tUrougb  Walter  Scott's  picture,  which  was  on  the 
floor  leaning  on  the  wall ;  but.  by  a  skilful,  sidelong  ma- 
uwuvre,  Le  lH>we<l  out  of  its  way.  His  gray  hair  h 
better  than  his  Majesty's  flaxen  nig  —  bad  taste. 

'*  Saw  at  Sir  Tliomaa  Lawrence's  studio  his  picture 
the  king  in  his  coronation  rolxs,  the  I'ope,  Walter  S( 
too,  etc." 


Miss  Edgeworth  met  Mr.  Ralston  of  PhiladelphlMJ 

"  His  f.ither  and  mother  are  grand,  and,  what  ia  rati 
better,  moat  benevolent  people  in  Philadelphia,     lutn 
duced  him  to  Dr.  Hollaud,  Mackintosh,  and  others. 
I  have  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  Fi-ancis  Beaufoitl 
going  with  us  to  our  delightful  breakfasts  at  Mr.  Ric«»^' 
do's :  they  enjoy  each  other's  conversation  so  much.     It 
has  now  become  high  fashion,  with  blue  ladies,  to  talk 
political  econoitiy,  and  to  make  a  great  jab1)eriug  on  the 
subject ;   while  others  who  have  mure  sense,  like  1 
Morcet,  hold  their  tougues,  and  listen.     A  gentleman  a 
Bwered  very  wuU  the  other  day,  when  asked  if  tie  « 
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i  of  the  fanioua  Political- Eoonoray  Club,  that  he  would 
ivcr  he  could  Dml  two  mombera  of  it  that  agree  in 
f  one  point.  Meantime  fine  ladies  lequire  that  their 
iglittTs'  gm'emesses  should  teach  political  ccoDom;. 
»  yoo  t«ach  political  economy?' — 'No;  but  I  can 
—  'Oh,  dear,  nol  If  you  don't  teach  it,  you 
nt  do  for  me,'  " 

"  Another  style  of  govemesa  ia  now  the  fashion,  —  the 
~  I  FKiiek.  A  lady  governess  of  this  party  and  one 
of  Uie  Orleans  or  Libentux  met,  and  came  to  high  words; 
till  all  was  calmed  by  the  timely  difiplay  oF  a  ball-dress 
tritnuMil  with  roses,  altei-natcly  red  and  white,  — '  gami- 
t«re  wix  (ir^jug^s  vaineua.'  This  aliould  have  been  worn 
b;  those  who  formerly  invented  in  the  Kevolulion  '  Bala 
anx  victimea.' " 

During  the  months  of  March  and  February  they 
were  conslautly  in  society :  tliey  had  a  eliarmiug 
breakfast  at  Mrs.  Somerville's,  and  were  often  at 
Lan>downe  House.  They  visited  the  Mouse  of 
Comnioiis:  and.  as  a  change,  Maria  noted  that  sbo 
went  to  NewgutQ  to  hear  Mrs.  Fry,  by  appointment. 

"TV  private  door  opened  at  tlie  sight  of  our  tickets  i 
vA  the  great  doors,  and  the  little  doors,  and  the  church 
^n.  and  doors  of  all  sorts,  were  unbolted  and  unlocked, 
ud  oD  wo  went  through  dreary  but  clean  passages,  till 
*»  ramo  to  a  room  where  rows  of  empty  bcuchcs  fronted 
<N-  A  table  on  which  lay  n  large  Bible.  Several  ladies 
•Oil  g<?Qtle(i>en  entered,  and  look  their  seata  on  lynches  at 
•tllipr  side  of  the  table,  in  silence. 

"Euler  Ure.  Fry  In  a  drab-colored  silk  cloak,  and 
r'^b,  bunlcrlvas  Quaker  cap;  a  most  l)enevoleut  coun- 
''I'li'i'X',  a  Guidu-Moduiiua  face,  calm,  benign.     '  I  must 
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make  an  inquiry-,  la  Marin  EHgcworlti  berr?  and  whercQ 
I  went  forward.  8be  made  ua  come  nnc)  sit  hy  I 
Ui^r  Grst  smile  as  she  looked  iipoQ  me,  1  ntn  netij 
forget.  After  tbe  prisoners  cnme  in,  —  almiit  thii^ 
vomen,  some  under  sentence  of  transportatiun  for  lif^ 
others  for  imprisoumeut. — alie  0|ieiied  the  Bible,  and  r 
in  the  most  sweetly  solemn,  sedate  voice  I  ever  lieoi 
slowly  and  distinctly,  without  any  thing  in  the 
that  would  detract  attention  from  the  matter, 
times  she  paused  to  explain,  which  she  did  with  | 
judgment,  addressing  the  convicts,  'we  have  felt,  tee  a 
convinced.'  They  were  very  attentive,  unaffect^ly  inU 
ested,  I  thought,  in  all  she  said,  and  touched  by  1 
manner.  Far  from  being  disapimintcd  with  tbe  sigbf 
of  what  Bli-3.  Fry  has  effectetl,  I  was  dotighted.  W*] 
eniei^ed  again  from  the  thick,  dark,  silent  walls  of  Nev 
gate  to  the  bustling  city." 

They  visited  Almack's. 

"Kind  Mrs.  Hope  got  tickets  for  us  fi-om  Ladfi 
Gwydir  and  Lady  Cowper.  Observe  that  the  preaeat^ 
Duebeas  of  Rutland,  who  had  been  a  few  months  a1 
from  town,  and  had  offended  the  lady  patronesses  jjyj 
not  visiting  them,  could  not,  at  her  utmost  need, 
a  ticket  from  any  one  of  them,  and  was  kept  oi 
to  her  amazing  mortiGcatiou.  This  may  give  you 
idea  of  the  imimrtance  attached  to  a  ticket  to  Almach^p^ 
The  lady  patronesses  can  only  give  tickets  to  tliosa'' 
whom  they  peraonaltr)  know.  On  that  plea  they  avoided 
the  Duchess  of  Rutland's  application. — she  hud  not 
visited  them:  they  really  did  not  know  her  Grace,  etc 
[Maria  met]  there  many  celebrated  people, — the  Sli 
quis  of  Londonderry,  who,  by  his  own  account,  has 
dying  some  time  with  impatience  to  be  introdnced  to 
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Ulkcd  macfa  of  '  Castle  Backrcnt,'  etc.,  and  Ircliind.  Of 
coan^:  I  thought  liia  manner  and  voice  vci'y  agreeable. 
He  is  niucli  ratt«r,  ami  niucb  less  eoleinu,  than  nhen 
I  saw  him  in  the  Irish  House  of  Coiamonu.  lie  ttitro- 
duct^I  us  to  jolly.  Tut  Luily  Londonderry,  who  wiis  vitHtly 
gnciou*.  hikI  invited  ua  to  one  of  the  four  grand  jiartiefl 
which  sli*  givi-s  every  season  ;  and  it  surprised  me  very 
much  to  perceive  the  rapidity  with  which  a  minister's 
family  t»]ka  to  a  person  spread  through  the  room. 
Everybody  I  met  afterward  that  night  and  the  next  day 
otuenvd  to  me  that  they  had  seen  Lord  Loudouderry  talk- 
ing to  me  for  a  great  while  I  We  had  a  crowded  partf 
It  Laily  LondoDdcrry's,  but  they  had  no  cllwws." 

She  met  at  other  parties  the  celchrities  of  the 
day,  —  her  old  friend  Sir  Humphry  Davy  (whom 
she  calls  the  martyr  of  matrimony),  Mni.  Siddons, 
Lydia  White,  all  the  scicntiBo  set  of  the  Sonier- 
TiUea.     One  ainuaing  lueution  is  made:  — 

**  Yesterday  we  breakfasted  at  Mrs.  Somenille's ;  and 
I  put  on  for  her  a  blue  crape  turban,  to  show  her  how 
FuiDy's  was  put  on,  with  which  she  bad  fallen  in  love." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  anticipated  a  visit  from  MUb 
Edgfworth  with  great  delight.  He  wrote  to  Miu 
Joanna  iJaillie,  hi  February :  — 

..."  I  urn  delig;hted  with  the  prosi>eet  of  seeing  Utss 
EditewrxUi,  tuid  making  her  personal  acquaintance.  I 
ex|iert  her  to  lie  just  what  you  describe,  — a  being  totitUy 
»oi<l  of  ■(Tfctittion,  and  who,  like  one  other  of  my  ac- 
qnaiiituKV,  carries  her  literary  reputation  as  freely  and 
L  cuily  as    tli«   miikiuald    in  my  country  does   the  legttn. 
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whicli  she  carrit.-8  od  ber  beail,  and  walks  us  gTBOcfaD; 
with  it  08  a  duclicss.     Some  of  the  fair  sex,  natl  some  ■  ^^ 
the  foul  BOX  too,  (UuTy  their  renown  iu  London  faslil 
—  on  ft  yoke  ami  a.  pair  of  pit«hera.     The  coDscqueaoe  ii 
that,  U-sidos  poking  frightfully,  they  an?  bitttog  every  a 
00  the  shins  with  their  bndfels.     Now  Uiia  is  all   i 
sense,  too  fantastic  to  be  written  to  anybody  but  a  pers 
of  gootl  sense." 


Miss  Edgeworth  met  oW  Sir  William  Pep>*s,  wl 
was    a    contemporary    of    Johnson,    Reynolds 
Bnrke.      He   was   then   eighly-two  years   old,  and 
had  many  things  to  tell  her  of  that  interesting 
of  men  and  women  who  formed  the  fasliionable  ai 
literary  society  of  London  many  years  before.    Mi 
Montagne,  who  «-as  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  ont 
whisiwred  to  liim  on  seeing  a  very  awkward   man 
coming  into  the  room,  "  There  is  a  man  who  would 
give  one  of  his  hands  to  know  what  to  do  with  th< 
other." 

Miss  Edgeworth  said  of  the  brilliaucy,  repai 
and  social  badinage  of  London,  iu  her  "  Heli 
"London  wit  is  like  gas,  which  lights  at  a  toi 
and  ut  a  ttiiich  can  be  extiiignisbed ; "  and  she 
joyed  tlic  good  talk,  the  easy  manners,  and  the  h 
bred  cuMuro  of  the  friends  she  found  among  t] 
many  set*  which  made  up  the  great  world  of 
fair  iif  her  dity.  She  remarked  on  tliis  in  a  letl 
wriltt-'ii  during  this  visit:  — 

"The  H"""'  vui'icty  of  society  tii  London,  and  t 
solidity  of  Il><^  »<nac'  and  informftliun  to  be  gnthcred  fro 
convi-rnallou.  sUlki'  me  aa  far  superior  to  Paris! 
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We  know.  I  think,  six  cliffen-nt  anil  totally  indopendent 
Vbt,  of  sciiMitiflc,  literary,  political,  travelled,  artbt.  aud 
iw  ftm-  fuflbionable  of  vaiious  §liftde3 ;  and  the  ditlerent 
ty\i»  of  conversation  are  very  enteitaiuing.  Through 
Jyfiia  White  we  have  become  more  acquaintt^d  with  Mrs. 
liddons  than  I  ever  expected  to  be.  She  gave  us  the 
istory  of  her  first  actiug  of  Lady  Macbeth,  aud  of  her  re- 
olving  in  the  sleep-scene  to  lay  down  the  caudlestick, 
nLrary  to  the  precedent  of  Mrs.  l*ritohttnl  and  all  the 
ulitjous.  before  she  began  to  wash  her  liauds  and  say. 
Out.  vile  8i>ot ! ' 
'  Sheridan  knocked  violently  at  her  door  during  tlie  five 
I  she  had  desired  to  have  entirety  to  herself,  to 
niipcMe  her  spirita  before  the  play  began.  Ue  burst  in. 
id  propbceied  that  she  would  ruin  herself  forever  if  she 
tnewred  in  this  resolution  to  lay  down  Uie  candleMi^ic. 
bs  perBiBtMl,  however,  in  her  determinatioD.  su<^ceeded, 
U  Mpplaudfd,  and  Slieridan  begged  her  pardon.  She 
ncribed  well  Iho  awe  she  felt,  and  the  power  of  cxeit^ 
«Dt  given  to  li^r  by  thi'  sight  of  Burke,  Fox,  Sheridan, 
nd  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  in  thi-  pit. 
"  She  invited  us  to  a  private  reading-party  at  her  own 
osae;  present,  only  her  daughter  (a  very  pretty  young 
■df ).  a  Mrs.  Wilkiuson,  Mr.  Buruey,  Dr.  Holland,  Lydia 
White,  Mr.  Harness,  aud  oanit^lves.  She  read  our  of  her 
t  parts,  and  that  best  8uit{?d  to  a  private  room, — 
Q«en  Katherlne.  She  was  dressed  so  as  to  do  well  for 
ttt  two  parts  she  was  to  perform  this  night,  of  gentle- 
■*ooiin  and  queen,  —  black  velvet,  with  black  velvet  cap 
■m  feathers.  Site  sat  the  whole  time,  and  with  a  large 
Httkipearc  l>eforc  her :  as  she  knew  the  part  of  Kather- 
!■  by  heart,  slie  seldom  requinxl  the  help  of  glasses,  and 
At  nritMl  ii  inoiimparably  wt^ll.  The  changes  of  her 
"•ttiUnanec  were  sti'iking.    From  her  first  burst  of  indig- 
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aation,  when  §he  objects  to  the  carttiunl  as  hn*  ju'lse.  b 
her  laat  expiring  scene,  was  all  bo  perfectly  natural  aa^l 
BO  touching,  vtu  cuitld  give  no  applause  but  tears.     Mrs. 
Si(](loU9  13  bcuutiTul  even  at  tliis  moment.     .Some  wholuid 
soea  her  un  tLc  sUigt;  in  this  part  assured  me  that  it  had  a 
much  greater  effect  u|>on  Ihem  in  a  private  r 
they  were  near  enough  to  see  the  change  i 
ttancc,  and   to  hear   the   pathos   of  her   half-suppre 
voice.     Some  one  said,  that,  in  the  djing-sceue,  her  v 
pillon  seemed  sick. 

"  She  spoke  afterwards  of  the  different  parts  which  she 
had  liked  and  disliked  to  act ;  and,  when  ehe  mentioned 
the  charaet»;rs  and  scenes  she  had  found  easy  or  ditBcult, 
it  was  curious  to  observe  that  the  feelings  of  tlie  actress 
and  the  sentiments  and  reasons  of  the  best  critics  meet. 
Whatever  was  not  natural,  or  inconsistent  with  the  nudn 
put  of  the  character,  she  found  she  never  could  act  well." 

After  spending  a  very  pleasant  Easter  at  Deepd«iM 
with  a  delightful  party  at  the  Hopes,  the  sisters  h 
ing  of  the  death  of  their  old  friend,  Miss  Charlcri 
Sneyd,  at  Edgeworthstown,  left  Deepdene,  feela 
the  gayety  oppressive  under  these   circumstance 
They  went  for  more  quiet  to  their  friend  Lady  Eli 
beth  Whitbread's,  at  Kensington  Gore.     They  thei§ 
returned  to  their  pleasant  London  lodgings  in  HcJ 
Street.     On  their  return  they  found   Loudon  veq 
gay,  and  met  many  distinguished  people. 

"Among  the   great  variety  of  illustrious  and  fooliaS 
people  we  have  seen  pass  tn  rapid  panoramas  iKfore  I 
some  remain  forever  fixed  in  the  memory,  and  some  fei 
touch  the  heart. 
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"  Mr.  Randolph,  the  American,  very  tall  and  tliin,  as  It 
Ik  stick.  i»sU-ntl  of  sbouldi-ra,  sti'etchcil  out  liis  coat ;  his 
Klsir  tipdiH-biuil  with  a  black  ribbon,  but  not  [lig-tailcil,  —  it 
>  Trom  the  ribbon  like  old  Steele's,  with  a  ciiri  at  tho 
mixed  brown  and  gray ;  his  face  wriukled  like  a 
pescIi-Btone.  but  all  pliable,  muscles  moving  with  every 
Miwatiou  of  a  feeling  soul  and  lively  imagination ;  quick 
dork  eyes,  with  an  indefinable  expression  of  aoquirHl 
faabituul  Sfduteness,  In  deepite  of  naluiv ;  his  tone  of 
TCtict.'  milH  and  n-jircssed,  yet  in  this  voice  he  sj)oaks 
tfaougliU  that  tin'atlie  and  words  tliat  bum.  He  la  onu  of 
the  nio9t  eloquent  mvn  I  ever  hcnnl  speak ;  and  llirrc  is  a 
ikoTclt)-  in  his  view  of  Itilngs,  aud  in  hia  world  of  illusions 
in  art  and  nature,  wUicb  la  highly  interesting." 

Visits  at  Frognel.  lIiiiQpstead,  Slough,  Portsmouth, 
tod  Windsor  followed. 

The  following  letter  from  Sir  Walter  Scott  will 
expluin  Itself.  Miss  Eilgeworth  was  ohliged  to  d&- 
cUnv  H  pressing  invitatioD  from  Scott  to  visit  Scot^ 
land  and  his  family  this  yeai*,  but  the  next  year  we 
•ball  see  her  there. 

(To  Miss  Edgcworth,  Edgeworthslown.  | 

Abbotbpurd,  24(1]  April,  IS33. 
Mr  PEAK  Miss  Edcbwortii, — I  am  extremely  sorry 
inlcfil  Itiat  you  cannot  fulfil  your  kind  mtentions  to  be 
at  Abbotsford  this  year.  It  is  a  great  disuppoinlraent, 
and  I  am  grieved  to  tliink  it  shoulil  have  arisi-n  from  the 
lose  of  a  valued  n-lation.  That  is  the  worst  part  of  life, 
when  its  earlier  path  is  trwl.  If  my  hmlis  get  stiff,  my 
walltfi  are  made  sliorttr,  and  my  rides  slowi^r ;  if  my  eyi» 
fiil  me,  I  call  use  glasses  and  a  lai'ge  pnnt ;  if  I  get 
■  hltle  deaf,  I  comfort  myself,  that,  except  in  a  few  la- 


■Uaooa,  I  altall  be  do  great  kaa  by  niisBtng  one  foQ 
of  trhai  ia  Bpokm :  bat  I  fed  Une  looeliaeaa  of  age  trfaen 
my  companipos  tad  fricoda  am  taken  frmn  mo.    The  sad- 
den dcaUi  of  boU)  tb«  BoawcUs,  and  the  bloody  end  of  the 
liut.  have  given  roe  gmat  pun.     Yoa  have  n«%'er  got  half 
tlio  iiraiw  "Vivian"  oagbt  to  have  procured  yoa.    The 
reoiKin  ill,  tlrnl  the  dass  from  which  the  cxoelleot  portrait 
wua  ilrawii  Teel  tlie  resemblance  too  paiofiillj  to  tliank 
autlior  fur  it ;  anil  I  do  not  beliere  tl>e  eommon 
OUtlurHtand  it  in  the  least.     I  who,  thank  God  !  am  null 
gn'nt  innii  nor  politieian,  bare  lived  eaongli  among 
to  rt'»)|{uiio  Ibu  trulli  and  natnre  of  tiic  [tainting,  and 
iKi  wiiy  iin|iliGat«it  in  the  satin!.  ...  I  had  arranged 
atA,v  at  li'tut  a  moutli  aft«r  the  12tb  of  May,  in  boi^es 
tlolKiiiiiig  y»ii  at  Aljltotsford;  and  1  will  not  l>;t  you 
umlt'r  a  month  or  twu  the  next  yi>ar.     1  shall  have 
liDUHO  t<otnploU.'d,  luy  lilirary  replaced,  my  armory  new  fup- 
nUliod,  my  piper  new  clothed,  and  the  time  shall  be  July. 
...  1  l(»ow  uolliing  I  should  wish  you  to  see  which  has 
any  pnrtluular  cliftnce  of  becoming  invisible  in  the  eooiae 
of  fourleeu  months,  excepting  my  old  btooilbound,  poor 
fdlUiw,  on  whom  ago  now  sits  so  heavily  that  lie  cannot 
follow  iiio  far  from  the  house.     I  wished  you  to  see  him 
vory  miioh.     Ue  ia  of  that  noble  breed  which  Irel.ind,  as 
Well  i\a  Scotland,  once  possessed,  and  which  is  now  almost 
extinct  In  both  countries.     1  have  sometimes  thought  of 
l\w  (liml  cause  of  dogs  having  such  short  lives,  and  I  am 
quilt)  xntisflcd  it  is  in  compassion  to  the  human  race :  for 
If  we  suffer  so  much  in  losing  a  dog  after  an  a<.'quaiu lance 
of  ti'U  or  twelve  years,  what  would  it  be  if  tliey  were  tO 
live  double  tliat  time  ? 

1  ilou't  propose  licing  in  London  this  year.  ...  I  do 
not  like  It.     There  is  such  a  riding  and  driinng,  so  mi 
to  HcOi  ao  much  to  say,  —  not  to  mention  plover's  eggs 


[do   ■ 

1 


»,  ^Uiat  1  ftlwnya  feci   too  mach  excited  in 

i  tbougb  it  is  good  to  rub  off  the  mat  too,  some- 

^Imd  brings  jrou  up  abreast  with  the  world  oa  it 

Tlie  Misses  Edgeworth  returned  to  Ireland  the  last 
June,  and  Murta  at  once  went  to  work  oti  the  , 
quel  to  "  Harry  and  Lucy."     She  read  the  play  of 
r  Walter  Scott,  and  found  it  very  stupid.     This 
iUle  play  waa  written  for  a  charitable  purpose ;  and 
Edgeworth  quotes,  in  remarking  upon  it,  Mme. 
r  Stael's  saying,  "  Les  bons  intentions  ne  sont  pour 
)D.  tlans  les  ouvrages  d'esprit." 
In  writing  of  the  progress  of  *'  Harry  and  Lucy," 
expressed  her  anxiety  about  its  success;  saying 
ft  friend,  who  urged  her  to  do  some  larger  work 
the  imagination, — 

"  I  atture  yoa  it  is  all  I  can  do  to  satisfy  myself  toU 
ibly  as  I  go  on  with  this  sequel  to  '  Hnrry  and  Luey,' 
engages  all  my  nttentioo.  I  am  particularly  anx- 
I  to  fiitisb  Uiftt  tcell,  AS  it  was  my  dear  father's  own 
I  first  book.  As  it  must  be  mnru  seii-ntiGc  tlian  Uie 
er '  Early  Lessons,'  it  is  mofL-  difllcult  to  mc,  who  have 
Utlli*  kDnwk><lgi;  of  those  subjects,  and  am  obliged 
p>  BO  warily,  Icat  1  should  teach  error,  or  pretend  to 
Dfa  what  I  do  not  know.  ...  I  never  coald  be  eaay 
|,Bny  thing  else  for  my  own  amusement  till  I  have 
wbloh  I  know  my  father  wished  to  have  fio- 


Hiss  Edgenrorth  did  think,  about  this  time,  of 

'riting  a  tale  called  "  The  Travellers,"  which  would 

VpDbably  have  embodied  some  of  her  own  cxpori- 
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ences  of  travel :  but  ulie  never  mnde  a  sketch  of  i 
other  thinga  proved  more  engrossing.     During  the 
winter  of  1822-23  she  made  k  visit  at  Black  Cas- 
tle.    Mrs.  Huston  waa  always  an  inspiration  to  1 
niece,  encouraging  and  animating  her  in  anj  chw 
work.    She  it  was,  Maria  said  long  after,  who  fin 
suggested  to  her  the  plot  of  "Castle  Raekrent."  a 
then  ui-ged  her  to  go  on  with  it,  when  the  fear  t 
fiulure,  and  her  natural  timidity,  discouraged  her. 
Miss   Edgeworth  was  delighted  with   "Peveri 
.  though  "there  is  too  much  of  the  dwarfs  and  t 
elfic." 

"Scott   cannot  deny  himself  one  of  these  spirits  in 
aome  sliniw  or  other.     I  Lope  tlial  we  shall  find  this  elGn 
page,  who  hiis  the  power  of  shrinking  or  espamling.  as  i( 
Beems,  to  suit  tlie  occasion.  Is  made  really  necessary  to 
the  story.     I  think  the  dwarf  more  allowable,  and  bett4?r 
drawn  than  the  page,  true  to  history,  .'Uf.d  consistent ;  but  , 
Fiuetla  is  sometimes  handsome  enough  to  make  duke  a 
and  king  ready  to  l>c  in  love  with  her,  and  sometimes  aa  J 
mlious  little  fury,  clenching  her  hands,  aurt  to  be  lifted  i^  J 
or  dowu  stairs  out  of  the  hero's  way.    The  indistinctneasfl 
alxmt  bcr  is  not  that  indistinctness  which  belougs  to  ti 
sublime,  but  that  which  arises  from  unsteadiness  i 
painter's  hand  when  he  sketched  the  figure.     He  touched'! 
and  retouched  at  different  times,  without  haviug,  ag  1(3 
seems,  a  determined  idea  himself  of  what  be  would  makC'f 
her;  nor  had  he  settled  whether  she  should  bring  with  J 
her  '  airs  from  heaven,"  or  blasts  from  that  place  whid 
is  never  named  to  ears  polite." 

In  May,  1823,  after  long  anticipation  of  Bucfa  i 
visit,  Maria,  taking  with  her  her  sisters  Harriet  t 


T.  went  to  Scotland.  Passing  through  Glasgow, 
ley  saw  the  Bannatynea,  and  were  conlially  re- 
dved  by  them,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  which 
id  gone  since  Maria  was  there  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
^geworth.  They  then  went  to  Kinneil  Castle, 
here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diignld  Stewart  then  lived. 
Iter  a  few  days  pleasantly  spent  with  their  old 
iends,  marred  somewhat  by  the  very  poor  health 
r  Mr.  Stewart,  they  left  for  Edinburgh,  seeing  on 
war  way  Linlithgow  Palace.  They  arrived  in  Ed- 
iburgh,  and  found  lodgings  taken  fi>r  tliem  by  the 

I  Aberctomby  Place. 
Hr.  Lockbart  wrote  in  hia  life  of  Scott :  — 

"  Among  tlie  i-isitants  at  Abbotfiford  iu  1823  were  Mim 

iworth  anil  her  sisters,  Harriet  and  Sophia.     After 

ling  a  few  weeks  in  Ediulmrgh,  and  making  a  tonr 

Oo  Uie  IliglilaniU,  tbey  gax'e  a  fortuigLt  to  Abtiotsf ord. " 

Scott  wrote  his  first  impressions  of  Maria,  — 

|To  D.  Terry.] 

■•  Casti-b  Street.  Juno  IS,  1823, 
my  Biarblpa !  m;  mublea !  Oh  !  what  must  now  be  done  1 
1^  dnvrtng-riHiiii  is  finished  o(F,  but  nmrbles  tlierc  oio  none. 
'1^  marbles  I  my  marbles  t  I  fancied  theui  to  fitm, 
~     taarhlm  o!  Lord  Elgin  were  but  a  j'ofce  to  mine. 


"  Id  fact,  we  ore  oU  on  tiptoe  now  for  the  marbles  and 
I  ehlnuey-gratea,  wliich  being  hod  and  obtained,  we 
n  be  IcM  cUmorous  al>out  other  mattent.  I  liave  vejj 
Qe  new*  to  send  you  :  Miss  Edgeworth  is  at  present  tlte 
al  lioness  of  Edinburgh,  and  a  very  nice  linntws, 
Mia  full  of  fun  and  xpirit;  d  little,  sliglit  ftgiitv,  very 


S84         A  sruDT  or  mabu  edgewobtb. 

■eUre  in  bcr  noCiona.  veiy  good-tniaiored,  aod  foQ  4 


to  a^ 

lightfi^Jj 

t;  but 
Dopol- 


This  Edlnbargfa  visit  ms  Teiy  agreeable  to  all 
the  party.    Maria  had  tboogbt  that  city  delightl 

twenty  yean  before.     Of  course  she   foaiid   1 

ebangea.    Her  experience  was  not  that  of  the  rnlfir  I 
vbo  fonnd  the  city  of  wood,  and  left  it  stone ;  but 
«be  Baw  a  larger  circle  of  society  and  more  cosmopol- 
itan nuinneis  and  customs.     Some  observers  considi 
that  the  destinctive  chann  of  the  old  city  was  1 
at  this  time.     Mrs,  Fletcber,  in  her  antobiogmp] 
speaks  of  the  dcligbtfid  society  of  Edinbui^b : 

"  T\w  men  llx-ii  most  <listingiiisb«l  in  social  intercourae. 
alihc  l>y  Ulvrnry  rrputation  adlI  amiable  munncrs  ii 
ly,  Waller  Soolt,  Sir.  J<-ffrey,  Dr.  Thomas  Brown, 
MuckMizie,  Mr.   Thomas   Thomson,   Professor  Playfs^ 
Mr.  Pilliifia,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alista.     A  little  Iwfore  f 
time  llie  fomiH  of  social  meetings  bail  Bomewhut  ciuingi 
rrum  whut  Uiey  were  when  I  knew  Ediuborgh  first. 
itlliiii'r*|mrtli's  weru  less  frequeut;  aail  supiM^r-parties^ 
I  itiniii  licit  Mii[)|X!rs —  were  generally  discarded.     la  their 
|iIh('*'  pame  large  evening  parties  (sometimes  larger  than 
lIlH  rimiii*  could  eonveDienlly  bold),  where  Cftrrl-playing 
KKllxntlly  (fuve  [ilace  to  music  or  conversation.     The  c     "^ 
pniiy  U'ctut  iiiii<!  and  parted  at  twelve  o'clock; 
Wiffi'ii  were  haiidiiil  atwut  at  nine,  aud  the  guesU  sat  doi 
hi  Niimn  llHbt  rcrresbmenta  later  on  in  the  evening. 
|ihi  did  nut.  In  those  parties,  meet  to  eat,  bnt  to  tidk  i 
lUtvn*     'Mktl'  yon  wouli)  see  a  gronp  (ebiefly  of  ladiei 
IteleulDK  to  the  l>rillinnt  talk  of  Mr.  JclFrey;  in  a  dlffi 
VM%  [Ml  of  Ibo  room,  |>erlm{».  another  circle,  amonfl 
«kH>ut  ffero  thu  pide-faeed,  reverential  students,  lendi|| 
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to  the  playful,  itnaginntivp  <1iscussiona  of  Dr. 
Irown,  while  Professor  Flayfair  would  sometimes  throw 
an  iotienious  or  quiet  remark  that  gave  fresh  animation 
Uw  discourse.  On  other  occasions  ohl  Mr.  Mackenzie 
xil'l  enliven  tlie  conversation  with  anecdotes  of  men 
d  manners  gone  by." 

Lord    Brougham   says   of   Mrs.    Fletcher   herself^ 

at,  "  with  the  iitDio»it  purity  of  life  that  can  dignify 
enhance  female  charms,  she  combined  the  inflexi' 
le  principles  and  deep  political  feeling  of  a  Hutch- 
ison and  a  Roland." 

The  changes  noted  hy  Mrs.  Fletcher  were  of  coarse 
isTitable:  the  fame  of  the  city  had  caused  the  Iobb 
!  joMt  wluit  tsbe  lunieuts,  hy  drawing  to  itself  more 
id  more  people  desirous  of  moving  among  the  lit- 
and  scicnti6c  society  which  it  boasted  as  ita 

■caliar  churni. 

Mis.  Fletcher  says  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  — 

*'  In  the  spring  of  Ifi23  Maria  Edgeworth  and  her  two 
VttgcT  atstvn  Bpcut  some  time  in  Edinburgh.  We  met 
ttM  my  df.ir  friend  ami  pastor's  house,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bkxd.  It  wit^  the  Grst  time  1  h.-ul  liecn  intro>luee<t  to 
•  author  (  '  '  Simple  Ijitsan ; '  though  we  wcit  not  un- 
anra  to  each  other,  as  she  told  mc  her  brothers  had 
1m  mradoned  the  agreeable  society  thoy  met  at  our 
gow  when  they  were  atudenta  at  E<lluburgh.  Miss  Edge- 
[lersoiial  appearance  was  iiol  attractive ;  but  lirr 
'ieity.  good-tiumor.  auil  eleverncss  in  eon  venation, 
hit  r(|tmlli-il  my  exjM*i'Intioiis.  I  should  sny  she  was 
»  sprightly  and  brilliant  than  n-fimtl.  She  exwIlcH 
the  rarineu  of  Iriuli  humor ;  hut  the  urcnt  deftTl  of 
'  manner,  as  it  eeeoied  to  in^*,  whs  an  excess  of  iHimpli. 
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meiit.  or  wliat  in  Ireland  is  coltiil  '  ))laruey ; '  And  i 
wlio  liad  moved  in  tlit  best  drdee,  liotlj  as  to  iiiaQuen 
anil  mint),  it  suqiriscd  mc  not  n  little.     Site  rei>eUi.-(l  all 
appro!icli  to  iniimacy  on  my  part,  by  the  excess  of  hep 
Gomplimeutary  reception  of  me  wben  we  were  firat  iotr 
duoed  to  each  other  at  Mr.  Alison's.     I  never  felt  ( 
(tenee  in  the  reality  of  ntiat  slie  said  afterwards.     1  < 
not  know  whether  it  was  the  absence  of  goo<^i  l.tste  io 
or  tliat  she  supposed  I  was  silly  and  vnin  enoiigli  to  t 
flattered  l>y  sucli  verliiage.     It  was  the  first  time  lu  i 
life  I  had  met  with  snch  over-a<'teU  cii'ilitj ;  but  I  i 
glvl  of  an  oppoitunity  of  meeting  a  pei-eon  whose  gcni 
and  jKiwers  of  mind  had  been  exercised  in  benefiting  t 
world  as  hers  have  I)ecn.     I  feel  sure  from  the  feelings  oS 
those  frieiiila  who  love  her,  bceanse  they  l<ncw  her  welli 
that  hiul  tliis  been  the  case  with  me,  I  might  also  have 
been  one  of  her  friends :  so  that  I  only  give  my  imprea- 
sion  as  arising  from   that  of  society  intercourse   of  a 
very  snjierflelal  kind.     Miss  Edgewoith  and  her  two  very 
ngreeabli;  sisters  were  pleased  to  meet  at  our  house  Sir 
Kobert  and    Ludy  Liston.     They  aceompiinied   us  some 
days  after  this  to  dine  at  Milbnm  Tower,  tlie  Listona' 
oounlry -house,  near  Edinburgh.     Miss  Edgewortli'*  vi^ 
ried  information  and  quick    repartee  appeared  to  j         ~ 
advantage  in  eonversation  with  the  polished  ex-ambaasac 
of  Constantinople,  who  always  reminded  me  of  the  coiqp^ 
let,— 

'  TolilJ',  as  all  his  life  in  courts  had  been, 
Yet  good  an  he  the  world  had  never  seen.' " 

Mrs.  Fletcher  judged  Maria  to  be  insincere  j  tea 
getting  that  the  warmth  of  her  manner  was  perfectl/ 
natural,  and  her  heart  was  warm  and   overflowing:!] 
with  benevolence. 
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I  ftfter  this,  Miss  Edgeworth  put  into  the 
^f  Lady  Davenant  in  '•  Helen,"  a  description 
■appearance  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

'  If  yoB  have  seen  Itaeliura's  atlmirable  pictures,  or 
iksntn-y's  speaking  bust,'  reiUie<l  Laiiy  Dnvenant,  'you 
«  pomplet*  an  idea  of  f*ir  Walter  ISeolt  as  paintiog 
r  scolptiirc  can  give.    The  first  impression  of  liis  api^ear- 
Bcc  and  manner  waa  surprising  to  me,  I  recollect,  from 
quiet,   unpretending  good-nalnre ;   but  scarcely   had 
tX   irapn-saioii    been    made,  before    I    was   struck  with 
nwtliing  of  tbe  cliivalroua  courtesy  of  otiier  times.     In 
I  conversation  you  would  have  found  alt  tliat  ia  moat 
rliglitful  in  all  bis  works,  —  tbe  eomliined   talents  and 
e  of  the  historian,  novelist,  antiquary,  and  poet. 
I«  reciteti  |Kietry  admirably,  his  whole  face  and   figure 
ndling  as  lie  spoke ;   but  whether  talking,  reading,  or 
citing,  Ue  never  tired  me,  even  with  admiring.     And 
I  fs  curious,  ttiat,  in  conversing  with  him,  1  frequently 
1  myself  forgetting  that  I  was  speaking  lo  Sir  Walter 
. ;  and,  what  is  even  more  extraordinary,  forgetting 
tet   Sir  Walter  Scott  was   speaking  lo   me,  till    1  waa 
irakcned   to   the   eonvictioo   by   his   saying  something 
tt[<^  uo  one  else  could  have  said.     Altogether,  he  was 
^rtainly  the  most  perfectly  agret^able  and  perfectly  amia- 
legrvat  man  1  ever  knew.'  " 
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CHAPTER   XVn. 


A<«Mintf>I  thv  Mivrlnic  lM>tv«en  Maria  and  SlrWaltcr  Scott.  — Ab 
KtbdUiii  Hitli  liiiu.  ~  Ediabursh  aeea  with  Sir  Walt4!r.  —  The 
I>iikv«iinJ  till?  infill''" 'I*-  —  Abliolsttinl.  —  Happy  Visit.  —  Relon 
to  Ireland.  -  Home  Affaira.  — VlHilors.  — Tbe  Menial  Th^rmom*- 
trf.  —  "TalKi  liw  Orauted."— Mr.  CoDstabU.  — The  Visit  of  &t 
WallvT  8ooU  lo  Iralaail.  —  Bla  Stay  at  Edgeworthstoitii.  — Tliait 
Trip  tu  KlUarny. 


Miss  Edokworth's  first  memorable  meeting  t 
Sir  Walter  Scott  vena  immedifttelj  after  her  arrivj 
io    Edinburgh.     They  had   corresponded   for  years, 
but  had  nu  proviotis  personal  acquaintance.    She  had 
a  note  from  him  the  evening  they  arrived. 

Dear  Mrss  EiiGEWORxn,  —  I  have  Just  received  i 
kloil  not«,  just  wben  I  had  persuailed  myself  it  was  atai 
likely  I  should  sec  you  in  person,  or  hear  of  your  arri' 
Mr,  Alison  writes  to  me  that  you  are  engaged  to  c 
with  him  to-morrow ;  wliiob  puts  Boslin  out  of  the  que 
lion  for  that  day,  as  it  might  keep  you  late.  On  Sundi 
I  hope  you  will  join  our  family  paily  at  Rve,  and  on  9 
day  I  have  asked  one  or  two  of  the  Noithern  lights  < 
purpose  to  meet  you.  I  should  be  engrossing  at  i 
time,  but  we  shall  be  more  disposed  to  do  so  just  i 
Ix'cnuac  on  tlie  12th  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  g 
lo  a  different  kingdom  (only  the  kingdom  of  Fife)  1 
day  or  two.    To-morrow,  if  it  is  quite  agreeable,  I  » 
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"unit  upon  vou  alKnit  twelve,  and  boyie  ;ou  will  |>Grniit  me 
lo  sbow  yuu  dome  of  our  imiiroveuieuts.     1  oiu  always 
Most  rGSpectTully  yours, 

Wai-teii  Scott. 
XlilXBcmail,  Friday. 

I'osTscRiPT.  —  Our  old  family  coach  is  licensed  to  carry 
ur.  so  tokL-  ao  curb  ou  that  score.  I  eDclosc  Mr.  All- 
jn's  note ;  truly  surry  I  could  uot  accc[it  the  iuvitatioD  it 
jntAtns. 

FU9TdciiiPT.  —  My  wife  insists  I  shall  add  that  the 
•ird  of  Staffa  promised  to  look  in  on  us  this  evening  at 
Igiit  or  nine,  for  the  purpose  of  letting  us  hear  one  of 
ia  dausnien  sing  some  Higliland  boat'Songs,  aud  the 
ke :  aud  that  if  you  will  come,  as  tlie  Irish  ehould  to 
w  Scotch,  without  any  ocrcmouy,  you  will  hear  what  is 
tare  curious  than  mellifluous.  The  man  returns  to  the 
ilea  to-morrow.  There  are  no  strangers  with  us,  no 
Irty :  none  but  all  our  own  family,  and  two  old  frienda. 
loivorer,  all  our  womankind  have  been  calling  at  Gibba'a 
[o4«l :  so  if  you  arc  not  really  tired  and  late,  you  have 
Dt  erirn  pride  —  the  ladies'  lust  defence  —  to  opiwse  U) 
lis  rrqwest.  But,  above  all,  do  not  fatigue  yourself  and 
W  yotmg  la<lies.     No  dressing  to  be  thought  of ! 

•'Ten  o'clock  stmok  as  I  read  the  note.  We  were 
nd.  we  were  not  fit  to  be  seen  ;  but  I  thought  it  right  lo 
eeept  Walter  Scolt'a  cordial  invitation,  sent  for  a  hack- 
tf  ooacli,  and.  just  aa  we  were,  without  dressing,  went. 
Lt  the  ooach  stopped,  we  saw  the  hall  liglited,  and  the 
It  the  door  0|>eQed,  hoard  the  joyous  sounds  of 
Inging.  Three  servants  'the  Miss  Edgewortha ' 
il  fri>m  hull  to  landing-place;  and.  as  1  paused  for 
■  tfiomenl  in  the  ante-room,  I  hear<l  the  first  sound  of 
Walter  Scott's  voice,  —  •  The  Miss  t^lgeworths  comet ' 
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■■The  room  was  Bghteil  bj  only  one  globe  lamp, 
circle  irere  singiog  IoimI  uhI  besting  time :  &1I  8ttipi>cd 
ui  iDStant ;  mm]  tSir  Walter  Soott,  in  the  most  coixlial  a 
coQrteous  maiiDer,  stepped  fonrard  to  welcome  us  :  -  MtBB 
Edgeworth,  Uiis  is  so  kind  of  you  ! ' 

"  My  fixet  impressMo  was.  Ihut  he  was  neither  so  large 
nor  so  beavy  iu  appearance  as  f  liati  been  led  to  cs|M>ct  by 
diMcriiitiou,  prmts,  bust,  and  picture.  He  is  more  lame 
than  I  expected,  but  not  unwieldy.  His  couDtenaoce. 
even  by  the  UQCcrtaio  Hgbt  in  whie^  I  Grst  saw  it,  ]>li 
me  much :  benevolent  and  full  of  genius,  without 
«li]{bte»t  effort  at  expression,  delightfully  natund, 
bo  dill  not  know  be  was  Walter  Scott,  or  tbe  great 
known  of  the  North,  as  if  he  only  thought  of  making 
otlters  liapjiy.  After  naming  to  us  ■  Lady  Scott,  Staffft, 
my  dnu^hter  I.ockh(irt,  Sophia,  anotlier  (Laughter  Anne, 
my  son,  my  aon-in-law  Lockhart,"  just  in  the  bixiken  cir- 
cle as  tlioy  tlieu  stood,  and  showing  me  that  only  bis 
family  and  two  friends,  Mr.  Clarke  am)  Mr.  Sharpe,  were 
present)  he  sat  down  for  a  moment  on  a  low  sof.i ;  and^. 
on  my  saying,  '  Do  not  let  us  interrupt  what  was  goiBg 
(HI,"  he  immediately  rose  and  begged  .'^laff.1  to  bid 
Itoatmen  strike  up  again.  'Will  you  then  join  in  tha 
drcle  with  ns?'  —  he  put  the  end  of  a  silk  handkerchief 
Into  my  hand,  and  others  into  my  sisters.  They  held  by 
Iheao  handkerchiefs  all  in  their  circle  again ;  and  the  boat- 
man iHigan  to  roar  out  a  Gaelic  song,  to  which  they  all 
•lumped  in  time,  and  repeated  a  chorus,  which,  as  fnr  m 
•vulil  licnr,  Boundi'il  like  'At  am  Vaun!  at  am  Vauuf 
ftvipienlly  re|H'ated  with  prodigious  enthusmsm.  In 
oVUvr  1  could  make  out  no  intelligible  souod  but  'Barf 
^W'  bar  I'  Itut  Ihn  lK>utman's  durk  eyes  were  ready  to 

H  out  of  his  hfiid  with  rupture  na  be  sang  and  stnmiied, 
d  shook  the  handkcichicf  on  cuub  side,  i 
tnitulMl. 


lance. 
easM^^ 
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Lwty  Scott  is  so  exactly  what  I  have  seen  her  de- 

•cribcd,  that  it  seoioed  as   if  we   hatl  seen   licr  before. 

w  must  have  been   very  haD^some,  —  FreueL,   dark, 

eyes,  eivil  and  goorl-natiii-etl. 

'  Supper  at  a  ruund  table,  a  family  supper,  with  ntteo- 

to  UB  just  BiiHicicat,  and  no  more.     Tlic  inipreasion 

ft  oil  my  minil  IIiih  night  was,  that  ^''alter  Seott  ia  one 

r  the  ttesl-bretl  men  I  ever  saw,  with  all  the  exquisite 

Dtitmess  which  he  kuows  ao  well  bow  to  deficribc,  whioh 

*  of  no  purtieiitar  school  or  country,  but  whkh  ia  of  all 

loaotries, — the   politeness  which  arises  from  good  oud 

|iuck  seaae  and  feeling,  which  seems  to  know  by  instinct 

be  character  of  others,  to  sec  what  will  please,  oiiil  put 

lO  his  fpiests  at  their  luise.     As  I  sat  beside  hirn  nt  sup- 

^r  1  could  nut  believe  he  was  a  stranger,  and  forgot  h« 

nui  a  great  man.     Mr.  I>x'khart  b  very  baiidaome,  quite 

bia  picture  iu  '  I'eter'a  Letters.*  " 

When  Sir  Walter  Scott  made  his  visit  to  tha 
iebrides  in  1810,  he  became  acqiminted  with  thia 
rntleman.  Sir  Reginald  Macdonald  Stewart  Seton 
Stuffa,  AlUntown,  and  Touch,  and  he  described 
a  wnding  his  piper,  a  constant  attendant,  to  wake 
k  neighboring  family  for  them.  He  wrote  an  ciilhu- 
and  interesting  description  of  SlalTa  and 
Olid  telU  bow  his  wuy  was  beguiled  by  the 
bost-songK  of  the  clan,  in  a  letter  to  Joanna  llalllie. 
Ifk  "The  Lord  nf  the  Itttes,"  he  embalmed  bid  memory 
Sf  tlufl  time  in  vei-se ;  — 

"Tlikt  wonilroiiii  ilome, 
Wbrre.  as  to  shame  thi'  temples  dcckitd 
By  BkUl  of  .-iirtJil;  urdiitoL-t. 
Noturo  liPi-wK  it  8i'«iii«il  woulil  mlsa 
A  tnlnster  to  her  Ukker'a  praiw." 
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Miss  Eilj^worth  taw  blstorio  Edinbingb  under  Uie 
ttuspiccs  of  Scott. 

*■  Ilia  convpi-stition  all  the  tine  hetxer  Una  mj  tfaiag 
wf  noiKI  8L-C,  full  of  apropoa  aaedote,  bisioric,  serioaa 
or  fODitci  Just  ns  occasion  called  for  it:  simI  kQ  iritfa  » 
boMhomie  auil  uu  oiuie  tlmt  made  us  forget  it  was  any 
Uuiilili',  evcu  til  Ilia  luiueuess,  to  mount  flights  of  vtenul 
•lalM." 


i 


She  found  in  Sir  Walter  peculiar  charms. 

*■  Ilia  BtroHK  affection  for  his  early  friends  and 
Donnlry  kIvl-s  a  jiowcr  and  a  charm  to  bis  conversat 
which  I'aimot  l>c  ^ivcii  liy  Uic  jiolish  of  the  London  wi 
Mill  l>y  the  liiibil  u(  literary  convcrsatioa." 

After  these  delightful  days  in  seeing  Edinbui 
which  shu  described  aa  "the  moat  magmficetit 
Well  as  the  most  romantic  of  cities,"  they  saw  Roslin 
Ciistltt  nnd  ila  exquisite  chapel  with  Seott;  and  then, 
bving  joined  by  their  brother  William,  the  party  li 
for  An  excursion  to  tliu  North,  as  William  wished 
we  the  threat  engineering  works  in  the  Highlands. 

They  saw  all  the  romantic  beauties  of  Loch 
trine   and   the   monutains.     One  lovely  day's  dri' 
Miss  Kdgoworth  remarked  on :  — 

"  Mountnins  iK'hind  mountains,  as  far  as  the  eye  c 

roach,  in  every  shade,  from  darkest  to  palest  Indian  i     

clou d -color ;  an  occau  of  mountains,  with  pcrpelualty 
changing  foreground  of  rocks,  sometimes  bare  as  they 
were  Iwrn,  sometimes  wooded  better  tiian  evcu  the  hand 
of  mortal  taste  clothed  a  mountain  in  reality  or  i 
witli  oak,  nspcn,  ood  the  beautiful  pendent  birch." 
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Miss  Ei]geworth  was  taken  ill  at  Forres  oa  thia 
iourner,  but  eoon  recovered,  and  wotf  able  to  con- 
AUH  this  pleasant  trip. 

Tlie  fuUowing  letter  from  Sir  Walter  Scott  to 
Joanna  Baillie  will  show  his  impressions  of 
^UM  Edgeworth :  — 

"EDiitBUBaH,  July  11,  1823. 

*'We  saw,  you  will  readily  sappoee,  a  great  deal  of 

~  Igeworth,  and  two  very  nice  girls,  her  youugLT 

BOarcely  possible  to  say  more  of  this  very 

Me  [wrson   tban   that   she   not  only  completely 

,   bill  exceeded,  the  es|K'L-tation3  wlneb  I  had 

I  am  particularly  pleased  with  the  naiivti  and 

l-bumored  ardor  of  mind  which  she  unites  with  such 

midable   powers   of   acut*  obscn'ation.     lu  externa! 

;  she  is  (juite  the  fairy  of  our  niiraerj'-tale, — 

e  Whippity  Stouric,  if  you  ri'iaemlxrr  such  a  3prlU<,  who 

e  flying  through  the  window  to  work  all  sorts  of  mar- 

ever  believe  but  what  she  has  a  waiid  in  her 

^et,  aiid  pulU  it  out  to  conjure  a  little  before  she  begins 

1  draw  those  very  striking  pictures  of  manners.     I  am 

iveat  to  i»y,  that,  since  they  left  Edinburgh  on  a  tour  to 

e  Iltghlands.  Ihey  have  been  detained  at  Forres,  by  an 

st[N'ias  breaking  out  on  Miss  Edgeworth's  face.     They 

ive  bcto  twelve  days  there,  and  arc  now  returning  sout^- 

a.  letter  from  Harriet  informs  me.     I  hope  soon 

shave  Ihem  at  Abbotsford,  where  we  will  take  good  care 

r  them,  and  (he  invalid  in  partii-ular.     What  would  I 

t  to  Iwve  you  and  Mrs.  Agues  to  meet  them,  and  what 

mty  cracks  we  would  set  up  alNiut  the  <lays  of  lang- 

Thr  iuoreasiug  powt-i-s  of  stfiitn.  which,  like  yon, 

I  look  on   half-proud,   hulf-Hud,   hulf-niigry,   and   half- 

,  lu  doing  80   much   for  the   commercial  world. 


8M 
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promise  something;  also  for  the  sociable,  and.  like  Prinee 
Houssein'a  taix'Stry,  will,  I  tbink,  one  day  wntl  fHeiM 
together  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  and.  for  anght  4 
may  be  able  to  tell,  bring  Uaiupstead  aud  Abbotsfoj) 
within  the  Uiatance  of.  — '  Will  you  dino  with  us 
to-morrow? '  I  wish  I  could  advance  Ibia  hagipy  abri^ 
meuL  of  timo  aud  space,  so  as  to  make  it  serve  i 
pn>s«Dt  wishes." 


On  their  returu  to  Edinburgh,  they  passed  a  t 
lightful   (lay   with   the   iamily  of  Lord.  JeGTrey,  at 
Ctmi^took. 

On  ihe  '27t\\  of  July  the  Misses  Edgeworth  ar- 
rived at  Abbotsford.  Sir  Walter  was  tlien  at  Ha 
height  of  his  fame,  and  surrounded  by  a  liappjr 
family  circle.  The  gay  walka,  the  evening  cotivu 
SHtion,  the  daily  drives,  made  a  bright  and  never-H 
be-forgotten  visit.  In  these  drives.  Sir  Walter  i 
full  of  uever-cea&ing  talk ;  and  tvit  and  wisdoi 
flowed  fn>m  his  boundless  store.  *'  He  ui^ed  to  c 
with  his  dog  Spicer  in  his  lap.  and  Lady  Scott  wifl 
hep  dog  Ouriiik  iu  hers."  Maria  liked  Lady  ScoH 
while  Lady  Scott  appreciated  the  kindly  nttentiflJ 
which  Mbts  Edgcworlh  paid  her.  Too  many  of  Sg^ 
Waller's  visitors  treated  her  with  neglect  or  ridicule. 
Maria  noted  mid  admired  the  manner  iu  which  Lady 
Soott  presided  over  a  large  eslablisluaent  with  judi- 
oiouB  care  and  well-regulated  hospiulity.  Theys 
with  Scolt,  MelroBo  Abbey,  Ettrick  Forest,  and  t 
ruiutt  of  Ni'Wai'k  Mull,  "where  the  ladies  bent  tbt 
Ufii)l(«  of  snow  to  lieiir  the  '  Lay  of  the  last  MtnstreLl 

Marlftt  UK  Kuciiig  Sir  Waiter  iu  his  owu  home  f 
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IWiotaford,  waa  more  than  ever  charmed  with  him. 
"here  the  strength  autl  simplicity  of  his  character 
huwed  itself. 

never  flaw  an  author  less  of  an  author  in  his  baliits. 

[  early  observed,  but  have  been  the  more  struck 

itii  It  tlie  longer  I  have  been  with  liiin.     He  b^,  iudeed, 

icli  variety  of  occupations,  that  be  bus  not  lime  to  tliink 

'  his  own  works :  bow  be  bus  time  to  wnte  tlu-m,  is  the 

EMidiT. .   Yon  would  like  him   for  bis  lovo  of  trees :  s 

l!Ut  of  bia  time  out  of  doors  ia  tiiken  U|>  in  pruning 

trceft.     1  have,  within   tbis  liour,  lieard  a  gentleman 

ly  to  him.  '  Von  have  had  a  good  deal  of  ex[>t-rience  in 

mtinf;,  Sir  Waller;  do  you  a^lvise  much  thinniug,  or 

it?' — ''I  should  mlvisL-  much  thiuning,  liut  little  at  a 

Be.     If  you  tbin  much  at  a  time,  you  let  in  the  wind, 

d  bnrt  your  trees.'  " 

Long  afterwards  Miss  Edgeworth  told  Mrs.  S.  O. 
hUt  that  she  proposed  to  Scott  that  they  should 
hit  Melrose  Abbey  by  moonlight,  as  she  recalled 
rith  pleasure  his  fumous  lines,  — 

*'If  thou  wouldst  view  fnir  Melrnse  bright, 
Go  visit  it  by  the  pole  moonlight." 

-Scott  at  once  assented,  adding.  "By  all  means, 
It  ts»  go,  for  I  myself  have  never  seeu  Mclroiie  by 
woaliglit." 
Lockliart  eayi,  — 

"Tlie  next  month  —  August,  1823  — was  one  of  the 
«{)Iilc8t  in  Scott's  life.  Never  did  I  see  a  brigblerday 
It  Abbotsfortt  Uiiin  that  on  which  Sliss  tklgewortli  first 
trircd  llivre:  never  can  I  forget  ber  look  and  accent 
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when  elie  was  received  by  htm  at  bis  archway,  and  < 
claimed,   'Every  thing   about  you  is    exactly   wlial  ( 
ought  to  have  had  wit  enough  to  dream  !  '     Thi.- 
waa  beautiful,  and  the  edifice  and  its  appurtenttnces  were 
all  but  complete ;  and  day  after  day,  so  long  as  she  coaM 
remain,  her  host  had  always  some  new  plan  of  gayeC 
One  day  there  was  fishing  on  the  Cauldshiela  Locb,  i 
a  dinner  on  the  heathy  bank.     Another,  the  whole  i 
feasted  by  Thomas  the   Ryraer'a  waterfall  in   tlie  { 
and   the  stone   on  which  Maria  that  day  sat  \ 
afterwards  called  •  Kdgewortli'a  stone.'     A  third  day  I 
had  to  go  farther  a-field.     He  must  needs  show  her,  | 
Newark  only,  but  all  the  up|>er  scenery  of  the  Taj 
where  '  fair  lianga  the  apple  frae  the  i-ock ; '   and  | 
baskets  were  unpackcil  about  sunset,  beside  the  i 
chapel  overhanging  St.  Mary's  I.och.    And  he  had  s 
bled  to  gather  blucbDlls  and  heath-flowors,  with  whicl 
the  young  ladies  must  twine  their  hair ;  and  they  i 
and  he  recited,  until  it  was  time  to  go  home,  lienesth  tbi 
softest  of  harvest  uioona.     Thua  a  fortnight  was  passed, 
and  the  vision  tdosed." 


During  the  visit  to  Abbotsford  in  1S23,  comineii 
rated  iu  a  pictorial  group '  in  which  he  is  i 
Mr.  Constable  had  the  honor  of  meeting  Miss  1 
worth :   and  the   inipression   he  made  on  her  i 
have  been  favorable,  for  she  begged  turn  to  ( 
uicate  with  her  London  publisher  regarding  plam 
had  suggested  for  promoting  the  sale  of  lier  won 
Miaa   Edge  worth   writes   as   folio  wd,   while    on 
homeward  route :  — 

1  B;  Ur.  WUliam  St«wsrt  WaMm. 
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tMIss  Edgpwnrth  to  Mr.  CotiBtable.I 

Glasgow,  Aog.  13, 1S23. 

Dear    Sir. — You    have  gratifittl    me   miicli    by  your 

ilile  (itt«Dtion  ta  my  eistera.     Ttie  prcscat  of  tlie  proor- 

ivtiig  you  Lave  bcdI  me  ia  iuvaluahle  ;  the  vt-ry  thing 

whivb  I  hod  wished,  and  bad  desuaircd  of  obtain- 


Ytm  tftlkod  of  scudiiig  me  a  proBjwrtiiB  of  your  new 

^clop^edin.     I    wisb  you   could  send   it  to   me  while 

m  In  GUiAgow.     I  shall  be  here  till  Monday  or  Tuesday 

If  you  have  not  Ix-en  ablo  to  iirocnre  the  review  of 

■ka  for  yuiing  [leojile.   do  not  trouble  yourself   more 

Mtt  il;  lieenuse  I  can  gL-t  it  from  Hunter,  to  whom  I  am 

I  to  write.     I  wisb  you  would  write  to  him  the  note 

f  advici;  you  proposed.     Send  it  to  me,  and  I  will  enclose 

n  my  own  letter. 

I  rejoice  that  we  had  the  pleasnre  of  meeting  yon  at 
Mxrtsford,  and  I  am  glad  to  owe  this  among  the  num- 

rr  obligations  1  have  to  the  Great  Knoimi. 
Uaoy  may  be,  or  may  seem,  great  while  unknown ;  but 
V  like  biin,  appear  gR'ater  the  more  they  are  kuown. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  ol>ligec], 

Maiua  Edoewokth. 

After  leaving  the  pleasant  home  of  Scott,  they 
at  to  Glasgow  to  their  Friends  the  Qannatynes,  and 
ea»y  stages  returned  to  Ireland  by  Port  Patrick. 
«y  made  some  visits  on  their  homeward  way.  and 
ived  at  Edgeworthstowii  the  3d  of  September. 
'  Walter  wrote  Miss  Etigcworth  after  this  visit, 
ich  made  iLem  very  intimat«  friends  for  life.  The 
ivriag  was  hifi  first  letter :  • — 


1  reo- 
eUaa 
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Mir  DEAR  His*  Edoeworth, — Miss  Hai-riet  batl  the 
goodness  to  give  me  an  account  of  jour  safe  arriv.i]  io  the 
Greeu  Isle,  of  which  I  was,  aootli  to  say,  extit'inelj'  glxij; 
for  I  \im\  my  own  private  apprehensions  that  yoiir  vei 
dtsngn-eable  cllaoitler  miglit  return  while  you  were  am 
Btrnngcrs,  aod  in  our  rugged  climate.  I  now  coDcluda 
jrou  are  settled  quietly  at  home,  and  looking  hack  on  reo- 
ollections  of  mountains  and  valleys,  and  pipes  and  oUaa 
aud  cousins,  and  masons  and  carpenters  and  puppy-dof 
Uid  all  the  confusion  of  Abhotaford.  as  one  does  oo  t 
recollections  of  a  dream.  We  shall  not  easily  foij 
tbv  vision  of  having  seen  you  and  our  two  young  frieiK 
and  your  kind  indulgence  for  all  our  humors,  sober  and 
fantastic,  rough  or  smooth.  Mamma  writes  to  make  her 
own  acknowledgments  for  your  very  kind  att«ntion  atxiat 
the  cobweb  stockings,  which  reached  us  under  the  omnipo- 
tent frank  of  Crocker,  who,  like  a  true  Irish  heart,  Dever 
8cni|)les  stretching  his  powers  a  little  to  serve  a  friend. 

We  are  all  here  much  as  yon  left  ua,  only  in  ]>o3sesBioii 
of  our  drawing-room,  and  glorious  with  our  gas-liglitSt 
whidi  Qs  yet  have  only  involved  ua  once  in  total  dark- 
ness, once  in  a  temporary  eclipse.  In  lx)tli  eases  Ihe 
remedy  was  easy,  and  the  cause  obvious ;  and  if  the  ga« 
has  no  greater  objections  than  I  have  yet  seen  or  can  antici- 
pate, it  is  soon  like  to  put  wax  and  mutton-suet  entirely 
out  of  fashion.  I  have  recovered,  by  great  accidenL 
ftootlier  verse  or  two  of  Miss  Sophia's  beautiful  Irish  air: 
It  is  only  curious  as  bintiug  at  the  cause  of  the  ] 
damsel-of-lhe- red- petticoat's  deep  dolour:  — 

''I  went  to  the  mill,  but  the  miller  was  gone: 
I  sat  me  down  and  cried  ochone, 
To  thitik  on  the  days  thnt  are  past  and  gone, 
Of  Dickie  Macphalion  that's  slain. 


t  who  was  Dickie  MncpLalion  for  wliom  this  lament 
m]W)snl  ?  Wlio  was  tbc  I'liarm^li  for  wlioni  the 
lid  wits  niis(.-)1?  Tlie  <]iK-etioii9  arc  equally  du- 
(  uid  L-qiially  important ;  hut  as  tlie  oac,  we  ma; 
sonablir  «tippow>,  was  &  king  of  Kgypt.  so  I  thmk  we 
y  gueea  llie  otlier  to  have  l>ecn  a  ragitain  of  Rap[)ai¥<», 
e  Uw  lailies,  God  bless  Item,  boDor  witti  thu  deepeat 
r  lamentatioQ,  gallants  wlio  live  wildly,  die  bravely, 
n  to  sui'vive  until  tbey  become  oM  and  iiol  worth 
80  mncb  for  Dickie  Macphalion,  who,  I 
B  say,  vaa  in  bis  day,  "a  proper  young  man."  We 
!  had  Sir  Humphry  Davy  here  for  a  day  or  two  — 
f  pleatatit  and  instructive. 
I  wish  Miss  Harriet  would  dream  00  more  ominotn 
Timons  alMiiit  Spicer.  The  poor  thing  lias  been  very  ill  of 
tluU  fnlal  disofler  proper  to  the  canine  race,  called,  par 
exerilntfr,  tJi*  ditaemper.  I  have  jtrescribed  for  her,  U 
who  should  say  thus  you  would  doctor  a  dog ;  and  1  h<^ 
to  bnos  her  through,  aa  elie  is  a  very  alTectionate  little 
creature,  and  of  a  fine  race.  Slie  has  still  nu  oiUI  whee;^ 
big,  hiiwi-ver,  wkieb  makes  me  rather  doubtful  of  siiet^eaft. 
The  I.»eJ(hu-tit  are  lx)th  well,  nnd  at  present  our  lodg- 
en,  together  witli  John  Hugh,  or,  as  lie  calls  liimsclf, 
Donlehac.  which  sounds  like  one  of  your  old  Irish  kings. 
Tbry  all  join  in  every  thing  kind  and  alTectionate  to  yon 
•nd  the  young  ladies,  and  Iicst  eomplimenia  to  yonr 
brother.  Relieve  me  ever,  dear  Miss  Edgeworlh.  yoora, 
»iU)  the  greatest  truth  and  respect, 

Walter  Scott. 
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One  ctvn  well  imagine  wLat  an  eiijojTnent  tloB 
joiiriit'y  to  Stiiitland  was  to  Miss  Edgcworth.  A 
delijjliiful  opiartde  in  a  life  not  uneveutful  or  unin- 
teresting. After  her  return,  she  desurihed  herself 
as  doing  "nothing  but  idling  and  reading,  and  pav. 
ing  a  gutter  and  yard  to  Honoi-a's  pig-sty  and  schoot- 
bouse : "  this  seems  a  truly  Irish  combination  of 
"  pig-aty  and  schoolhouse." 

While  Miss  Edgeworth  was  at  Abbotsford, 
related  Uie  story  of  Caraboii,  and  the  itnpoel 
practised  hy  her ;  auB  Sir  Waiter  used  this  incii 
in  his  "St.  Ronan's  Well." 

In  January  of  the  year  1824   Miss  Edgewortli 
made  a  visit  to  her  friends  at  Pakenlmm   HhU.     In 
March   of  this  year  her  sister  Sophy  married 
cousin,  Capt.  Barry  Fox. 

Scott  wrote  a  letter  which  contained  the  folloi 
allusion  to  this  event,  Maria  havmg  announced 
maiTiage  of  her  sister ;  — 

"I  do  not  delay  ft  moment  to  seDd  my  warmest  i 
best  coHgratiil aliens  upon  the  very  happy  event  vliicW 
abont  to  take  place  in  your  family,  aiul  to  assure  you  t9 
you  do  me  but  oommon  justice  in  siipposiag  that  I  t 
tlie  wannest  itilerfst  in  whatever  concerns  niy 
friends.  AU  AbboUford  to  an  acre  of  Poyais.  that  i 
will  make  an  excellent  wife ;  and  most  truly  bappy  a 
to  think  that  slie  has  such  an  admirable  prospect  of  t 
rimouial  happiness,  alihough  at  the  expense  of  thwar 
the  masim.  and  showing  that  '  the  course  of  true  1 
snmelimes  mn.v  nm  smooth.'  It  will  make  a  pretty  r 
ae  1  hope  and  Inist.  for  you.  my  good  friend,  to  I 
forwards  with  au  incivase  of  interest  to  futurity. 
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Scott.  Anne,  arol  So|)hia.  send  tlieir  sincere  and  hparty 
cougraUilatiotis  U|x>n  lliis  joyful  ocoaaion.  I  lio[te  to  hear 
ber  tting  '  The  I'cUieont  of  Ked '  some  day  Id  her  owd 
booMe.  I  sliould  lie  apt  to  [litj  yoii  a  little  amid  all  your 
kftliptiK'sa.  ir  you  bad  not  in;  friend  Mis^  Harriet,  Itesidcs 
QtliiT  yoimg  compiinioiis,  who«e  merits  are  only  known  to 
HM>  by  ivport,  to  [jivvonl  your  feeling,  so  much  as  you> 
irould  otherwise,  the  blank  whieh  this  event  must  occasion, 
in  your  iIomeHlic  soeiety.  .  .  .  There  waa  great  propriety 
in  iliaa  Harriet's  dream,  after  all ;  for  if  ever  a  dog 
iu«cled  six  leps,  poor  Spieer  certably  refiuires  a  pair  of 
■dflltlonal  aupitorters.  She  is  now  following  roe  a  little, 
though  the  duty  of  body-guanl  hun  devolvei!  for  the  prea- 
ent  ou  a  oouaiii  of  hers,  —  a  Beree  giuae  devil  that  goes 
ti  BTery  tiling,  and  liua  cowed  Oiirisqiie'a  eonrage  in  a 
most  eslraonlinary  degree,  to  Lady  Scott's  great  vexa- 
tion. Here  IS  a  tale  of  dogs '  and  dreams  and  former  days  I 
But  the  only  pleasure  iu  wriUng  is  to  write  whatever  comes 
rtAdieat  to  tlie  pen.  My  wife  and  Anne  send  kindcab 
oomjitinients  of  congratulation,  as  also  Charles,  who  has 
oomc  itown  to  siK'Tid  four  or  five  months  with  ns :  lie  is 
Jut  entenil  nl  Itrazcn  Nose  —  on  fire  lo  be  a  scholar  of 
claHieM  renown,  nnd  studying  (1  hope  tbo  homor  will  last) 
like  a  wry  drstgon. 

"Always,  my  dear  Miss  Edgeworth,  with  best  love  to 
tbe  bride  and  to  dear  Harriet, 

"  Very  much  yours, 

"Walter  Scott." 

While  Mbs  Edgeworth  was  making  a  visit  at 
Black  Castle  la  July  of  this  year,  the  news  arrived 

■  Sir  WtdUT  Boon  rulMnl  oas  Aog  nt  liis  faimxu  Dan<tl«  niamont 
b*«*l  for  Mill  EdKewonh:  but  It  died,  and  tlinii  fuidd  hLs  tnmU* 
uid  I1l-bi-a](b,  Wld  be  did  qui  aiuuipl  t»  glre  ln-[  iidog. 
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of  Mrs.  IVililoes's  death  in  Florence,  Miss 
worth  wa.s  very  much  attached  to  her ;  and  once, 
when  oniiie  one  remarked  that  they  looked  mQoh 
like  t'ach  other,  stie  expressed  pleasure  at  the  thougbt. 
There  were  many  visitors  during  the  summer;  and 
among  thorn  inny  be  named  Mr.  Hunter  the  pab- 
tiiJu-r,  Mr.  Butler,  and  a  Mr.  Hamilton,  wham 
called  "iin  Admirable  Crichton  o£  eighteen." 
WHS  in  December  of  this  year  that  Maria  recei 
utiprrb  j«)rtri>lio  from  a  Jewish  lady,  a  Miss  Yal 
of  Ijvcrinxil.  with  the  name  "  Harrington  "  on  it, — 
a  remcmbrunco  of  her  regard  for  the  Jews,  in  writing 
tltiil  t«li>  wluL'li  had  for  its  hero  a  good  Jew. 

In  January  uf  1825  Miss  Edgeworth  had  a  reqi 
(him  a  furrigner  settled  in  London,  a  publisher 
the  nnmo  of  Lupton  Relfe, -that  she  would  look  oveT 
h»t  portfolio  for  something  for  an  Annual  he  was 
pn>[uu-ing.     She  recollected  "  The  Mental  Thermom- 
eter,"' wliiuh  had  never  been  printed,  except  in 
Irish  farmers'  journal  not  known  in  England, 


erl^l 
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"So  [nhe  iidds]  I  rooted  in  the  garret  under  pjriB- 
mids  of  old  ucvfspapers,  with  my  motlier's  prognostioa- 
tions  tluit  1  novcr  should  find  it.  aD<l  loud  proptieoics  tbal 
I  should  catch  my  death ;  which  I  did  not :  but,  dirty 
and  dusty  aud  cohwchby,  I  came  forth,  a(t«r  two  houre* 
grovcllnig,  with  my  object  in  my  hand !  Cut  it  out,  added 
a  few  hues  of  uew  end  to,  and  packed  it  off  to  [.iipton 
Relfe ;  telling  him  it  was  an  old  thing  written  when  I  waa 
sixteen.  Weeks  clapseil,  and  I  beard  no  more :  when 
there  eame  a  letter,  exuberant  in  gratitude,  and  sendiH 

'  S«e  Appemlli. 
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I  jtBTcel  containing  six  copies  of  tlie  new  Memorandum 
a  most  l>eaulifiil  twelTtb  edition  of  'Scott's 
Poetical  Works,'  bound  in  the  most  elcgnnt  manner, 
incl  willi  most  benutifullj'  engraved  frontispiecea  and 
irltcnettf  s,  nnd  a  live-pound  note.  I  wns  quite  ashamed ; 
|pnt  I  have  done  nil  I  could  for  him  by  giving  the 
' Fricnddhip's  Offeiing '  to  all  the  fine  people  1  conld 
The  set  of  'Scott's  Works'  made  a  nice 
Krw-Vear's  gift  for  Hurriet.  She  had  seen  this  c^liUon 
I  i-^linbnrgli,  anil  particularly  wished  for  it.  Made  a 
of  the  five  pounds  to  some  one  else.  I  might 
km  looked  over  my  portfolio  till  doomsday,  as  I  have  nut 

0  nnpubliahed  scrap,  except  'Take  for  Granted.' "' 

This  "  Take  for  Granted  "  Mis3  Edgeworth  made 
iny  notes  for,  but  never  finuihed  it.  ThU  remark 
r  hers  would  seem  to  clearly  disprove  the  statement 
^tnctimes  made,  that  she  left  maiiy  manuscripts,  as 
B  was  certainly  at  the  height  of  her  powers  at  thia 
oe;  and  if  she  had  no  unpublii^hed  writings  in 
1825,  it  is  not  probable  that  &he  left  any  manuscripts 
nf  importance.  "  Take  for  Granted "  never  quite 
i  her,  and  she  worked  many  years  at  it;  but 
t  reached  no  more  definite  shape  than  notes.  In 
hriting  late  at  night  at  this  time,  she  playfully  adds, 

1  she  felt  guilty  on  hearing  the  carriage,  with  Mrs. 
dgeworth,  rolling  up  to  the  door, — 

Tours  afr«ctioDat4?ly,  in  all  tbe  haste  of  guilt  con- 
-stnckcn,  that  is,  found  out.     No !     All  s&fr,  all 
cent,  because  not  found  out.     Finis. 
By  UiB  author  of  '  Moral  Talcs '  and  ■  Practical  Edo- 
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IMiM  EtlgAWonh  to  Mr.  CotuUble.] 

EDticiroitTB9Towy,  Sov.  I8k  \SSL 
Deab    Sir.  —  I    liave    received    from  some   nnkoown 
friewl  ft  perfect  copy  of  "Reginald  Daltoo,"  for  whicb 
I  suspect  Uukt  I  am  ublig^  to  jou.     If  bo,  accept  mj 
thanks.     I  nssuro  jroii  Hut  when  1  asked  for  a  few  pa| 
I  dill  not  mean  to  heg  a  book.     The  copy  which  I 
possessed   I  aliall  keep  aa  a  curiosityi  dq  which   ft 
ooinmeiitatore  ip  fiitnre  agea  may  write  ingeniously  on 
inexhaustible  snbject  of  ibe  Scotch  iioveb. 

'■MattlK-w  Wald  "  has  great  [wwer.  I  am  sorry  his 
etnr^-  came  to  such  a  horrid,  and  unnecessarily  and  uncon- 
scionably borriil.  a  conclusion. 

I  am  delighted  with  "  Re<lgnunUet."  The  author  has 
made  more  of  rebellion,  and  more  of  the  Pre — Clie  — 
than  any  man  alire  or  dead  ever  did. 

I,  in  common  with  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands, 
am  impatient  for  the  next  production  of  that  exliaustiess 
genius.  Clu'iatmas,  I  hope,  will  find  us  all  happily  at 
"The  Crusades." 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  many  thanks  for  your  obli 
attentions, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Mabia  EdoewoR' 

Mr.  Constaljle  wrote,  begging  Miss  Edgeworth*B 
oo^pcrntiori  in  the  scheme  for  his  encyclopedia. 
Slio  rciiliud  an  follows:  — 

Edobworthsiowti,  Jan.  10,  ]82(i. 
DuAii  Km,  —  1  have  delayed  answering  your  oblig 
loUur,  (hnl  I  might  get  an  opinion  from  a  friend  i 
Ifliiit  u|>tui  ymii'  [linn ;  which,  as  he  is  a  r 
itnil  IiIkIi  ri^inilutiDn  in  the  scieatiGc  world,  must  be  n 
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Boch  more  to  yaa  than  mine  can  be,  ignorant  aa  I  am  of 
'•ciouce  or  of  llie  requisites,  for  such  an  encyelopjedia  aa 
Ml  (iropose  to  form.  Aa  far  as  I  ean  judge,  1  agree 
implctely  with  my  friend's  opinion,  which  1  enclose  to 
aa.  I  tliink  fur  youth  you  shoukl  not  give  treatises  on 
u-k  aulijeet :  imleeil,  for  nil  |>eo|tle  there  is  an  cneyclo- 
B  too  roiidi  or  too  lUtle,  Those  who  want  to  study 
wply  must  go  througb  the  regular  means  of  study,  in 
e  com].ilcle  treatises  pidilished  in  different  works  on  the 
inb)«cta ;  but  in  referring  to  an  encyclopiedic  dictionaiy, 
%  people  eapecially  want  immediate,  precise  informa- 
D  of  tlic  meaning  of  certain  terms,  or  of  the  means  of 
mmplishing  certain  puri)03C3.  It  should  ]x,  therefore, 
■tore  practical  than  theoretic.  If  I  were  you,  in  the  flrat 
I  wouhl  weed  out  ail  tlie  heads  in  your  present  pro- 
a  which  would  be  general  treatises,  and  class  the 
into  wliat  are  essential,  necessary  in  the  next 
,  and  SI)  on.  When  j'ou  have  thtis  got  rid  of  what 
■  otnioiisly  sup^^rfluous  for  your  purjKjse,  compress  «gaio 
id  again,  till  you  get  your  design  into  tlie  smallest  com- 
laa  that  wdl  hold  the  needful :  portion  this  out  to  the 
Mt  skilful  hands,  make  it  worth  their  while ;  and  then 
HI  secure  the  solid  reputation  of  your  l)Ook  by  their 
irk,  and  its  celebrity  by  their  names.  When  this  is 
me,  you  may.  if  you  want  bulk,  add  what  other  articles 
n  please.  If  you  make,  a-i  my  friend  advises,  yoiw 
tmngcment  alphal>eticali  you  will  have  no  trouble. 

For  Dirrry's  sake,  make  your  writers  say  all  they  have 

»  say  under  one  goo<l  head,  and  not  refer  the  wretched 

kden  from  oao  letter  to  another,  till  their  patience  and 

lire  for  information  be  al»olutely  worn  out. — Arth, 

i  BuiUling  ;  Buitdiiii/.  sec  Masonry;  J/dionry,  see  Ar^ 

tore.  Civil,  Gothic,  etc. ;  and  then  a  whole  treatise 

b  liefore   you  can  get  the  simple   meaning  of  an 

r  llow  to  Construct  one. 
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You  told  me  in  your  lett«r  tUnt  you  enclosed  some  list 
of  articles  which  you  particularly  wisliod  fi-om  me.  No 
iticli  list  cnnie  in  your  letter.  No  mnttcr,  for  I  have  as 
mucli  on  my  hau'ls  at  present  aa  I  can  ]K)sgibIy  do  tiH 
Easter:  llieitfore  I  would  not  undertake  any  thing  for 
you  till  after  that  time,' 

I  am  highly  flattereii  l>y  the  compliment  yon  intended 
me  in  putting  an  engraving  of  my  jiortruit  in  this  worfc. 
But,  independently  of  tlic  reason  which  could  induce  loe 
to  decline  it  for  your  sake  oa  quite  unsuited  to  your  woric, 
it  is  im|K>ssible  I  should  give  it  you,  aa  I  have  refused  ray 
portrait  to  my  nearest  relations.  1  Inily  think  tliat  both 
the  public  and  I  shall  be  better  o£F  in  consequence  of  tlits 
my  determination. 

I  see  my  father's  came  in  your  prospectus,     1  certainly 
do  not  wish  that  to  be  struck  out.     I  think  I  sec  yt 
kind  intentions  to  have  justice  done  to  his  memory, 
to  bis  professional  eilucalion.     I  thank    you :    you    cot 
not  gratify  me  more.     Command  me  in  any  assbtonce 
am  able  to  give  as  soon  as  my  having  accomplished  my 
present  engagements  gives  mc  time  at  my  own  disposal. 

My  friend  Mr.  Butler  was  grateful  for  your  attenUotW 
to  him,  and  for  the  fiue  engraving  of  Sir  Walter  Scott 
which  you  gave  him.  If  you  can,  pray  send  me  "The 
Crusaders"  l>efore  they  are  published.  .  .  . 

If  a  pretty,  elegant,  Jndy's  memorandum- book,  wbooe 
title  is,  I  think,  "Friendship's  Offering,  or  Lady's  Re- 
membrancer," should  come  from  London  to  Edinbui^l 
pray  give  it  a  good  puff,  and  a  good  pusli  forward.     Tl 
publislier,  a  man  of  a  strange  name,  Lajiton  Relfe. 
unknown  to  me ;  but  he  Itesought  mc  to  give  htm  a  hd 

1  7^  aihjrcli  whkli  Mr.  ConBUble  rksired  tliat  Miss  Bdgewoid 
sliould  contrltmte  ware.  Female  Kilui.'aiiuiii  EUquotlc;  Beccealloql 
Batiopal  aud  Uxelul,  fur  lliu  Female  Sex. 
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II^  band,  and  told  me  he  hod  expended  fifteen  hundred 
pnunils  in  getting  up  lliis  pretty  triUe.  I  sent  Nim  a 
tew  [Higea  tx»nlaining  an  old  tbermometer,  a  yfenlal  Ther- 
mometer constructcti  when  I  was  sixteen.     (le  seut  me 

return  a  faundre<l  thousand  times  more  tliuD  it  was 
Worth,  — a  beautiful  copy  of  Scott's  poetical  works,  your 
duodecimo  e<Ution.  with  tbe  frontispiece  portrait  of  Sir 
Waller,  and  beautiful  little  vignettes. 

I  feel  OS  if  I  had  taken  bounty-money,  and  enlisted  to 
•erve  him ;  and  I  really  have  no  power  to  ilo  su :  pray 
.^))  me,  for  you  can.  I  sent  his  pocket-book  lo  Lady 
iScott,  I  think  by  Mr.  Butler,  but  have  never  beard  of 
^BT  receiving  it.     1  am,  dear  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

MaRU    ElMlEWORTH. 

This  was  a  very  favorite  project  of  Constable's; 
Mr.  Jeffrey  alluded  to  a  plan  of  one  proposed 
him  as  early  as  1804,  in  a  letter  he  vta.^  writing 
Francis  Horner.  The  business  crisis  in  Mr.  Con- 
ible's  affair  brnught  the  plan  to  an  end. 
Miss  Edgeworth  heard  of  her  old  friend  Mrs. 
luUI's  death  in  March,  1825,  wliile  »lie  was  at 
lack  Castle,  and  wrote  as  follows:  — 

"  Ton  have  pi-obulily  seen  in  tlie  pnp«ra  tbe  death  of 
■r  admirable  friend,  Mrs.  Darbuuli).  1  have  copied  for 
M  ber  ludt  letter  to  itie,  aud  some  iteautiful  lines  written 
t  bef  eightieth  year.  There  is  a  melancholy  elegance 
Id  force  of  thought  In  both.  Elegance  and  strength  — 
Itiea  raruty  uniting  without  injury  to  each  other — 
tUned  most  jwrfectly  in  her  style  :  and  this  rarw  com- 
lalion.  ailde<1  to  their  classical  purity,  forma  perhaps 
I  diatitiguisliing  cluu^ct^riatics  of  her  writings.  Eng- 
id  has  lost  a  great  writer,  and  we  a  most  sincere  friend." 
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Thcro  ia  a  nice  discrimination  and  AomlTss  of  e 
Mtcr  nliuwn  in  these  words  about  Mrs.  BKiinoId. 

"In  reading  one  of  the  most  paltr)-  qoartos  I  t 
0|>eiiMl,"  Niid  Mi^  Edgewortb  at  this  time.  ' 
IJfo   itf  Murphy,*  a  perfect   sample   of  the   j 
hni>k-inakiDg.  I  fouud  twu  excellent  things  in  j 
nf  my  s_v-steui  that  there  U  no  book  eo  wonhlesa  1 
wo  mhy  find  some  good  in  it." 

Sh#  was  surprised  to  see  herself  mentioned  j 
lvn]<lh,  and  a  discussion  of  her  writings,  in  tJie  i 
view  i\f  the  Hovel  "Tremaine,"  in  the  new  "Monti 
Mii|fa(ili«  "  for  May,  1826.  She  said  she  was  in  I 
I«vi4>w  "lik«  Maliumet'B  coffin,  between  heaven  i 
ewth." 

Dnring  Moore's  nslt  to  Ireland  in  this  year,  be 
mcMldma  driving  vnth  Sir  Philip  Crampton,  in  his 
gig,  in  til©  IMin^nix  Park.  Dublin,  and  adds,  — 

"  llo  fun-  an-  sorno  pretty  verses  of  his  own  to  Uias 
Etlgi'wortJ),  wiUi  Sir  Waller  Scott'a  pen ;  showed  me 
•onii*  vorsei  of  hers  to  liimsGlf,  strongly  laudatory,  but 
rei^'  liad," 

Miss  Edgfworrh  wrote  the  following  letter  to  ( 
stable  in  behalf  of  a  protfgfe :  — 

|UIm  Kilguwortli  to  Hr.  Canitable.] 

EnoKWORTHsToWK,  March  IS,  ] 
Sir,  —  Some  v<.<iy  inU^tvstiDg  letters,  from  a  lady  *i 
haa   U'cu   for  llicse  lust  four  years  resident  Id   Upjl 
Canada,  haw  lici-n  Uilcly  put   into   ray  handa: 
advised  their  imliliealion,  and  have  obtained  jwrmissioo 
thai  they  should  be  published.     I  know  the  lady  by  whoiD 
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'V  Bif  writti'n.  1  saw  eacli  letter  as  it  cnmc  from 
tu  lior  friecds  berc,  mid  can  voucli  for  Uieir 
(Uivftlicitf ,  and  for  tbe  letters  not  baviog  been  written 
Ith  Miy  view  to  publication.  On  this  their  merit  in  a 
«at  tnonsure  depentb.  They  cont^n  a  view  never  yet 
td  before  the  public,  of  the  details  and  progivaa  of  an 
iah  settler's  life  in  Canada.  They  liave  interested  evet^- 
idy  who  has  seen  them,  by  tLeir  |>erfect  truth  and  sim- 
icity,  and  from  their  letting  us  trehiml  tbe  scenes,  and 
litng  what  uo  one  writing  a  1>ook  for  tbe  public  would 
ink  of  telling.  The  lady  was  bred  up  in  the  first  cir- 
B  of  aodely,  is  highly  accnn)pliahe<l,  aud  was,  when  she 
apparently  sueeeseor  to  a  very  considerable  for> 
me.  Tlu!  roguery  of  some  of  her  relatives,  and  the 
lisfortiuies  of  otiiers.  suddenly  rt-duced  her  husLiand 
nm  Opulence  to  the  neccsaity  of  emigrating  to  America 
t  settle  on  a  grant  of  crown-lnnd  iu  Canada.  From  the 
lOiiient  she  followed  her  husband's  fallen  fortunes  tliither. 
W  made  herself  to  her  ebnnged  state ;  and  sueb  has  been 
tr  fortitude,  and  such  her  exertions,  as  have  interested 
nry  crrature  that  knows  them,  in  her  favor.  These  let- 
n  have  mode  them  known  to  many  who  were  slrangeis 
I  ber :  and,  judging  by  the  impression  they  have  made 
B  pereons  of  difTercnt  tastes,  I  cannot  hesitate  about 
rIt  publication.  Her  name  must  not  be  told.  But  I 
111  willingly  |>ut  my  name  to  a  preface  vouching  their 
icity.  My  object,  1  |)lainly  tell  you,  is  to  oHaiet 
up  for  bcr  and  for  her  liualiund  and  children 
rl^b  m.iy  enable  them  to  visit,  once  again  in  tlieit 

native  country  for  a  few  weeks. 
not  tliiuk  ttie  letters  have  body  or  solidity  enough 
setmratc  puhliontion ;  but  I  think,  and  nm 
ieat.  Ibal  they  have  spirit  and  soul  enough  to  inler- 
in  a  [leriodical  publication.     I  have  a  periodical 
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publicntioD   in    London  open  to  me,  which   I  Icik 
gl&dly  accept  tlicm  on  my  recommeodotion ;  but  I 
offering  thorn  to  you.     With  aa  much  frankness  as  I 
to  you,  answer  me,  whether  from  this  account 
diaposetl  to  publish  them  in  your  "  Edinburgh  Joui 
I  have  not  yet  all  the  letters  before  me,  tlierefon>  I 
tell  you  how  much  ttiey  will  altogether  make  iu 
Tell  nic  the  number  of  letters  in  your  sheet  of  j» 
and  I  will  count  them  off.     Let  me  uiso  kuuw  wl 
oan  afford  to  give  per  ehcct.     The  fairest  way  would  be, 
I  think,  to  try  one  sheet. 

Send  your  answer  to  Dr.  Brewster's,  directed  to 
and  he  will  enclose  it  in  a  packet,  which  will  ix>me 
to  me  through  Loni  Gosse's  frank. 

I  am,  youra  sincerely, 

Maria  EixiEwoiCTti. 

In  answer  to  him,  after  a  letter  containing  a  lil>en) 
offer  for  the  letters,  she  replied,  expressing  herself 
very  honestly  as  to  the  merits  of  the  letters  on  ba- 
ther  examination, — 

[ToMr.  Constoble-I 

EooBWORTBaTow.i,  April  14,  1< 
Dkar  Sir,  — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  and 
eral  eoniluct.  1  feel  obliged  to  you  (iudependently  of  all 
that  may  be  gratifying  to  myself  in  this  transaction)  for 
giving  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  such  frank  and  generooi 
dealing.  In  fact,  1  am  more  obliged  than  if  1  proGled  b; 
your  ofler  for  ray  friend  or  for  myself.  But  the  fact  bti 
that  upon  looking  over  these  letters  again,  I  Rnd  so 
of  the  interest  depends  upon  pertottal  uarratSve  and  « 
which  cannot  he  laid  before  the  public,  that  after  t 
garbling  and  supprission  of  names  and  so  forth,  I  ap| 
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hend  I  ooold  not  honestly  insure  to  you  their  success; 
tod,  without  feeling  internally  convinced  at  least  of  their 
deserving  literary  success,  I  could  not  recommend  them 
to  you,  trusting,  as  I  see  you  so  handsomely  do,  to  my 
pure  and  sole  recommendation. 

Besides  this,  another  qualm  of  conscience  has  seized 
me :  an  inconsistency  stares  me  in  the  face !  A  literary 
fHend  has  just  applied  to  me  for  some  of  the  letters  of 
a  lately  deceased  celebrated  person,  which  were  addressed 
to  roe.  I  have  (since  I  wrote  to  you)  refused  them ;  de- 
claring it  to  be  my  principle  never  to  give  up  private  letters 
to  publication,  expressing  my  belief  that  this  publishing 
of  letters  tends  to  weaken  and  destroy  private  confidence. 

While  I  was  wnting  this  letter,  suddenly  it  flashed 
across  my  mind,  that  I  could  not  afterwards,  with  any 
consistency,  put  my  name  to  a  preface  to  the  Canada  let- 
ters I  was  recommending  to  you ;  for,  though  the  lady 
Mid  her  friends  consent  to  the  publication,  yet  still  what 
becomes  of  my  principle  alK>ut  the  tendency  to  destroy 
private  confidence,  which  I  believe  would  be  the  result  of 
this  practice? 

Let  me  repeat  my  thanks  to  you  for  your  frank  and 
gentlemanlike  conduct,  and  wish  you  all  the  success  and 
hmppiness  such  conduct  deserves. 

I  am,  with  due  esteem,  your  obliged, 

Maria  Edgeworth. 

In  August  of  1825  Edgeworthstown  received  the 
great  *^  known,*'  as  he  was  often  called  in  later  years. 
Sir  Walter  Scott  arrived  at  the  home  of  Miss  Edge- 
worth,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  and  the  surgeon- 
general,  Sir  Philip  Crampton,  the  friend  of  whom 
Moore  so  often  writes.    Capt.  and  Mrs.  Scott  and 
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Mr.  Lockhart  were  detained  in  Dublin,  and  did  not 
teacli  Edgewortlistown  till  some  Lours  after  the  rest 
of  tlie  pnrty. 

TluH  was  a  very  happy  event  in  Miss  Edgewrortfc's 
life,  aui]  a  proud  moment  for  Ireland,  wheu  the  great 
eat  writer  of  the  eister  isle  visited  her  shoreis;  full 
of  eagerness  to  study  the  habits  of  the  peoplu,  ««e 
the  picturesque  spoU  and  the  placea  of  note  in  the 
country,  made  famous  by  the  pen  of  one  whom  be 
loved  and  respected. 

Lockhart  wrote  of  this  journey :  — 

"On  the  1st  of  August  we  proceeded  from  Dublin  to 
Edgewortlistown,  tlie  party  Iwing  now  re-enforcMl  by  Capt 
uid  Mrs.  Scott,  and  also  by  the  delightful  addiUou  of  Uw 
Burgeou -general,'  who  had  long  been  an  intimate  frit-nd  o( 
the  Kdgeworth  family,  and  equally  gratiSed  both  Um  nof- 
eli&ts  by  breakiug  the  tolls  of  bis  great  practice  (o  witnew 
their  meeting  on  hia  native  soil.  A  happy  meeting  It  wa*. 
We  remained  there  for  several  days,  making  escursion 
to  Loch  Ocl  and  other  scenes  of  interest  in  Longford  Binl 
the  adjoining  counties ;  the  gentry  everywhere  exerting 
themselves  with  true  Irish  zeal  to  signalize  their  atfec- 
tionate  pride  in  their  iUustrious  countrywoman,  and  th«r 
appreciation  of  her  guest :  while  ber  brother,  Mr.  Lovell 
Edgeworth,  ha<l  hia  classical  mansion  filled  every  even- 
ing n-itii  a  succession  of  distinguished  friends,  llie  iltU 
of  Ireland,  llei-e,  almve  all,  we  had  the  opportunity  <■( 
seeing  in  what  universal  respect  and  comfort  m  gvtitlc- 
man's  family  may  live  in  that  countty,  and  in  fur  rnm 
its  most  favored  district,  provided  only  they  lire  there 
habitually,  and  do  their  duty  as  the  friends  and  guanl- 
>  Cramploa. 
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dtans  of  those  among  whom  Providence  Iina  appointed 
Ihcir  proiier  placo.  Hero  we  found  neither  mud  hovels 
Dur  nulcLHl  peasantry,  but  anug  cutlages  and  smiling  faces 
ftU  alioiit.  Here  there  was  a  very  large  school  iu  the  vil- 
lige,  of  which  masters  and  pupils  were,  in  nearly  equal 
proportion,  Protestants  and  RoTnan  Catholics ;  ttie  Protest- 
ant wpiiro  himself  making  it  a  regular  part  of  his  daily 
business  to  visit  tlie  scene  of  their  o|)ei'atious,  and 
Btreniftben  authority  and  enforce  discipline  by  his  pcr- 
•ouai  superintendence.  Here,  too,  we  pleased  ourselves 
with  recognizing  some  of  the  sweetest  features  in  Gold- 
imillt's  picture  of 

'  Sweet  Auburn  t  loveliest  village  of  the  plain.* 

.  .  .  "  It  may  well  be  imagined  with  what  lively  interest 
Sir  Walter  suntyed  the  scenery  with  which  so  many  of 
(be  proudest  recollections  of  Ireland  must  ever  t)c  asso- 
ciated, and  how  curiously  he  studied  the  rural  manners  it 
|Mre»ente<l  to  him,  in  the  hope  (not  disappointed)  of  being 
tbio  to  trace  some  of  his  friend's  bright  creations  to  their 
flnt  biuis  and  germs.  On  the  delight  with  which  he  eon- 
letnplated  her  position  in  the  midst  of  her  own  large  and 
happy  <]omestic  circle,  I  need  say  still  less.  The  reader 
k  aware  hy  thb  time  bow  deeply  he  condemned  luid  pitied 
(br  conduct  and  fate  of  those,  who,  gifted  witli  pre-emi- 
nent tttlmts  for  the  instraetiou  and  entertainment  of  their 
species  at  large,  fancy  themselves  entitled  to  neglect  those 
weryKlay  duties  and  eliaritieeof  life,  from  the  mere  shad- 
owing of  which  iu  imaginary  pictures  the  genius  of  (Mietry 
inri  romance  has  always  reape«l  its  highest  and  purest, 
perhaps  its  only  true  and  immortal  honors.  Iu  Maria  he 
Iniled  a  sister-spirit  i  one  who,  at  the  summit  of  literary 
fKBf,  took  tie  same  modest,  just,  and,  let  me  add.  CTrto- 
i  of  the  fcelingsr  tl 
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obligations,  and  the  Itopcft,  in  whH 

t&kcrs,  antl  Uio»c  talonts  an<l  atx34 

[  wem,  lo  vaiti  and  ahort-aighttid  < 

I  late  tliotr  possessors  iolo  an  ordo 

[  tiie  rest  of  their  kind.     Sucb  fani 

I  abeUer  with  eilber  of  tlieae  poverl 

[youug  man  x  and  I  canuot  forget  ll 

rtlie  timu  liy  some  wtinla  that  fell  I 

I  tn  Ihu  (.-oiirse  of  a  walk  iu  the  pa) 

I  haii|ien<^d  to  uac  some  {ilirase  i*hu 

I  {MTlia|is  meant  to  do  so)  the  im| 

poets  and  Doveltsta  of  toeing  a  g 

look  al  life  and  the  world  only  i 

soft  and  pensive  shade  came  ovci 

'  I  fear  you  have  some  very  yo* 

I  Arc  yon  not  too  a[)l  to  nieaaure  t 

I  to  literature,  to  disltclieve  Uiut 

iniicli  rare,  who  has  no  knowledf 

or  taste  for  it?    God  help  us!  \ 

would  ln>  if  that  were  the  true  i 

books  enon|rh.  and  olnerved  and 

of  eminent  nnd  splendidly  cultiv) 

time ;   hut  !  assure  you  I  have  I 

from  the  li[>3  of  |H>or,  unediicaftd 

ezertini;  the  spirit  of  severe,  yd 

difUculties  and  atllictious,  or  speaki 

t»  to  circumsLnneea  in  the  lot  o| 

(ban  I  ever  yet  met  with  out  of  t 

I  We  flball  never  learn  to  feel  and ; 

md  destiny,  unless  we  have  tauj^ 

every  thing  as  moonshine,  eomn 

of  the  heart.'     Maria  did  not  lin 

water  in  her  eyes,  —  her  tears  arel 

generous  string  is  touched  (for,  ad 
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nitids,  like  the  finest  mctala,  dissolve  the  easiest'), — 
bat  elic  brushed  tbi.*n)  gayly  aside,  and  said,  '  You  see  how 
it  ifl.  Dean  Swift  suid  he  had  written  Lis  books  in  oi'der 
that  people  might  lenrn  to  treat  him  like  a  great  lord. 
Sir  Walter  writes  bis  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to 
treftt  his  people  aa  a  great  lord  ought  to  do.' 

"Miss  E<lgeworth,  her  sister  Haniet.  and  her  brother 
Wiltiuni,  were  coaily  persuaded  to  join  our  pai-ty  for  the 
Kst  of  our  Irish  travels.  Wc  Imd  lingorefl  a  week  at 
Kdgeworthstown,  and  were  now  anxious  to  make  the  beet 
«(  our  way  towards  the  Lakes  of  Killumey.  But  posting 
I  not  to  be  very  rapidly  accomplished  in  those  regions 
0  large  a  company  as  had  now  collected ;  and  wc  were 
!  agreaWy  delayed  by  the  hospitalities  of  Miss  Edge- 
Ji'a  old  friunds.  and  several  of  Sir  Waller's  new  ones. 
P  vaiiouB  mansions  on  our  line  of  route :  of  which  I  muat 
)  trsprcially  Judge  Moore's  at  Lamhcrton,  near  Mary- 
,  because  Sir  Walter  pronounced  its  beneficence 
f  be  even  beyond  the  usual  Irish  scale :  for  on  reaching 
r  oext  baiting-place,  which  was  an  indifferent  country 
la,  we  discovered  tbut  we  need  be  in  no  alarm  as  to  our 
r.atnllevcnU,  —  the  judge's  people  having  privately 
•ked  up  in  one  of  the  carriages,  ere  we  started  in  the 
-ning,  a  pickled  salmon,  a  roost  lordly  venison  pasty, 
I  half  a  dozen  lx)ttlcs  of  champagne.  But  most  of 
these  bouses  seemed,  like  the  judge's,  to  have  been  con- 
ilrucleil  on  tlie  principle  of  the  Peri  Banou's  tent.  They 
teemed  all  to  have  room  not  only  for  the  lion  and  lion- 
tsaes,  and  their  respective  toils,  but  for  all  in  the  neigh- 
borboQiI  who  could  be  held  wortliy  to  inspect  tliem  at 
feeding' time. 

"It  was  a  succession  of  festive  gayely  wherever  wr 
halted  ;  and  in  the  course  of  our  movements  we  saw  many 
eutlcH,  cburclies,  and  ruins  of  all  aorts,  with  more  than 
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I  snocgh  or  mountain,  wnod,  bkct 

I  kny  ■imilnr  pro<^mM,  in  anyotM 

I  ^itghtrul  iu  all  respects.     Hut  tb 

f  the  south  of  Irolan<l  woa  new  hi 

I  fon.'  tbi'm  §|)optadca  of  abject  mn 

[  things  or  moi-e  than  half  Litcir  i 

f  however.  aliUDilunL-e  of  ludiciona 

I  ghxitn ;  !tn<i  no  Iravelli-r  uver  ttul 

I  the  lihin<t<-r>i  of  Piuldy  more  ha 

I  Hail  rf(x>rded  iu  oue  letl 

[  Rt  Limerick,  wtiere,  nmi'Ut  the  H 

bouor  of  the  attveat,  thi-re  wm  u 

who  must  DdKis  pay  his  personal 

'MarmioQ.*     He  was  a  scarecro 

the  fashion  of  the  elruggten,  Iiy 

luul  ]>roilii(H'il,  on  the  apur  of  tl 

iwrocly  of  Drytlcn's  fiunoua  epigl 

'  Tliruf  poots,  of  lliiw  (iiff« 

The  UnitH]  Kin^om  in  tl 

Byroa  of  Kii);liuid;  Scott,  i 

And  Erin's  pride,  O'KcUir, 

"Sir  Walter's  five  shiUings  W4 
[  tnd  the  tiiinl,  iu  onler  tliut  Miss  ] 
I  generosity,  pointeil  out,  ifl 
1  (for  which,  moreover.we  b|| 
^anl  couplet:  — 
■Soott,  Morgan.  Kdgeworth,  ^ 
Are  (.'hanictei-s  wliomi  fame  IM 

"We  were  still  rni)re  amnsed 

r  niaery  in  tlie  eiiae)  witli  what  be( 

1  Cvrtain  prettj  seat,  in  a  different  1 

k  collection  of  pictutea  and  curiot 

to  travellers.     A  geuUcinan,  wbo4 
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id  b«n  a««mpanying  iis  part  of  the  day's  journey,  and 
^nntcored,  being  ttcqiminted  with  the  owner,  to  procure 
I  tt»y  admission.  At  Itic  entrance  of  Ibc  domain,  to 
hich  wc  pfoewdeil  nnder  bia  wing,  we  were  startled  by 
m  dolorous  apparition  of  two  underlakpr's  men,  in  voln- 
iuoiM  tilack  srarfs,  —  though  there  was  little  or  nothing 
'  black  about  the  rest  of  their  babiliments. — wbo  sat 
ion  the  highway  before  the  gate,  with  a  whiskey- bottle- 
I  a  deal  tjtble  l)etw<>eu  tliero.  They  informed  ua  that  the 
ut«r  «r  tlic  house  had  died  the  (Jay  Itcforc,  and  that 
«y  were  to  keep  watch  and  wnrtl  iu  this  atylo  iiiitil  tk« 
BonOr  minting  all  Christian  passengers  to  drink  a  glaaS' 
'  bis  repose.  Our  cicerone  left  his  card  for  the  widow, 
kving  pttvioualy.  no  doubt,  written  on  it  the  namea  of 
■  tiro  lions.  Shortly  after  we  regained  our  post-house, 
[  receivi-d  a  pnlilc  answer  from  the  lady.  To  the  beat 
'  my  memory,  it  wsis  in  tticse  terms :  — 

'* '  Mrs.  presents  her  kind  compliments  to  Mr. 

— ,  and  much  regrets  that  she  cannot  show  the  pictures 

-day,  as  Major  died  yesterday  evening  by  aijo- 

exy ;  which  Mrs. the  more  regiets,  as  it  will  [irevent 

r  lutvlng  the  honor  to  see  Hit  Walter  Scott  and  Miss 
iwortli." " 
'  Sir  Walter  said  it  reminded  him  of  o- woman  of  Fife, 
>,  summing  up  the  misfortunes  of  a  black  year  in  her 
t>ry,  said,  '  Let  roe  see,  sirs :  first  we  lost  our  wee 
■at,  and  then  Jonny ;  and  then  the  gudemau  liimsci' 
I,  and  then  the  coo  died  too,  poor  hizxcy !  —  but,  to  be 
t,  A#r  hide  brought  me  fifteen  shillings.' 
At  one  country-gentleman's  table  where  we  dined, 
^h  two  grand  full-length  daulis  of  William  and  Uary 
rued  the  walls  of  the  room,  there  was  a  mixed  eom- 
about  aa  many  Cattiolics  as  I'rotcstnnU.  nil  appar- 
ly  on  conliul  terms,  and  pledging  each  other  lustily  in 


A  STCDT  or  UAXU' 

nnipers  of  capital  claret.     Aboot 

lowi'vi-T.  |»ii)cli  wiu  called  fur:  tu 

r  Bii]M>nnHl.  an<l  witli  tbtrm  tw< 

i>in'  Ivaring  oo  iU  UIjcI  Kim 

;  iliil  not  ivt  liret  underetiuid  tb 

oxplHiricil,  tiofto  voct,  that  lb 

fdnty,  the  (jueen's  was  of  coDtralti 

B  of  tlie  liqaora,  ire  dcteole 

.    Tbe   jolly  Protertanta  to 

ig's  bottle:  Llie  equally  ndutnl 

fw  Oil'  Qui-cn'B. 

"  Sinw  I  ha*'*  not  aliaitni  at  nil 
l<aU.;  1  may  mentioD,  that,  aftvr  oui 
CDosiik'rotl  witb  some  wonder,  that 
bally  of  C'ntlioUc  liosiiitAlity.  and  ei 
Lber  ctaaa  of  society,  we  had  nol 
rtpet-'itiieu  of  tlie  Roiuiab  priestho 
I\>[iieh  tjiblea,  we  bod  met  di^ltAi 
Church.  This  eircumstancM!  we  se 
amouDting  pi'etty  nearly  to  a  pro< 
geutli^meii  in  tbat  order,  but  we  ( 
tu  siis[H-ct  thut  a  prejudice  of  tb 
aourcc  of  it.  The  only  incivility  ^ 
ultimately  discoveiwl  himself  to 
hia  frienils  liiit  not  allow  bim  to  b 
in  the  course  of  bis  Iriah  peregrll 
of  a  Rom  an -Catholic  gentleman  I 
kept  stag-lioimils  near  Killarney,  to 
Upper  Lake  iLo  day  he  viBtted  I 
This  lie  did,  as  we  were  told,  IwuM 
a  notoriuua  fact,  that  Sir  Walter  t 
the  Bomau-Cutbolic  ciaim§  for  I 
ParlJaiuent.     He  was  entirely  mistl 
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Bdil  sir  Walter  Scott  travel  to  the  Lakei.  — DcllRtittuI  Dnyn- 
—  Returu  to  Dnliliu.  —  Poniut;  of  Che  yoveligu.  —  Irish  Coroioer- 
cU  Diffli'Ultles.  — MAria  toreiM  the  Crisis  in  Mnne;  Attain  suo- 
nwfiillj  nil  Humphry  Davy.  —  Captain  Hall.  — Maria  (ornu 
Babit  (4  Morning  Expreiae.—  "  Take  [or  Oraoled  "  Announced 
wtUuHit  Penni.ialnn.— Hiu  Anna  Edgewonh's  Bequent. — 
Maria'a  DlKposlUon  of  IL— Fire.  — Captain  Hall'*  Jonrnala.— 
Seott'a  InlToilnetion  to  Ibe  Waverley  Ktivels.  —  Many  Deatha 
■monK  Haria't  Friends. ~ Maria  at  Work  on  "Helen."  — 01»- 
tnta  and  Famine  In  Ireland.  —  Visit  to  England.  —  Sees  man; 
Friends,  —  lAnadowuB.  —  Ducbess  of  Wellington.  —  BailUei.— 
Carrs.  —  Mr».  Wilaon.  —  Mackfntoshes.  ~  Herschels.—  Ireland.— 
Bo]oyuiant  of  London.  — Hotea  for  "  Helen."  —Death  of  Scott. 

This  Ui^  party  travelled  in  an  open  caliche  of  Sir 
^oiler's,  and  Captain  Scott's  chariot,  and  changed 
eir  position  as  fancy  dictated  or  the  weather  made 
necessary.  Sir  Walter  said,  when  some  difficulty 
Barred    at    oue   post-house    about  getting  &esb 

one  of  liis  letters,  nben  no  horses  were  to 
Esays,  *lf  vro  btui  but  hail  a  caplaui  of  borsc  to 
18,  we  Bhoulil  have  hatl  tlie  horses  at  once ; ' 
r  h«rc  vre  have  the  captain  of  horae,  but  the  landlord  is 
A  moved  e^'en  by  him." 

r  Walter  and  Maria  were  both  excellent  tmvel- 
,  not  easily  pnt  out  by  trifles,  and  always  ready 
I  the  best  of  every  thing.     He  was  diverted 
f  Misa  Edgeworth's  eagerness  for  every  one's  com- 


■-,  KDcI  her  enthusiasm.     He 

ur  admiration  of  a  green  baisa 

'Inn  at  Killamey;    "Miss  E(l| 

mightily  pleased  with   that  do 

carry  it  away  with  you  to  Edgi 

years  after  this  excursion  to  the 

lay  in  viiiitiiig  Killanieyhad  a  h 

in  Iiaving  rowod  Sir  Walter  9 

wortii  twenty-four  years  ago. 

ouinpenaatioii  to  him  for  havii 

which  took  place  that  day," 

The  reason  of  the  failure  of 

lakes  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Lock! 

■proprietor  of  the  bounds  had  It 

ixe  night  before  the  party  arriw 

lletler  of  Miss  Edgeworth  to  Mi 

the  circumstaufes.     She  [jointet 

Lockhart.  who  insisted  on  retail 

the  afT^iir,  and  aUempted  to  atl 

.  the  hunt  to  other  causes,  in  wba 

■manner,  naming   Sir  Walter   & 

latholic   emancipation   as  one' 

•  fellows :  — 

[Hl«  Edgeworth'B  Lut  Letter  to  Id 

Walter  Scoil'i  Vlail  to 

EnoKwoitTj 

My  Bister,  Harriet  Butler,  and  I 

^fiir  Walter  Scott  Ibc  <lay,  and  tbe- 

OD  the  Killamey  Lakes.     We  bear! 

tbougbt  tlic  ITpper  Lake  the  most ' 

seen  excepting  I^och  Loniond ;  mor 

I  tongue  be  expi'essGd  by  a  Scotsman. 


^11 

■rmij 
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fnolt.  or  eay  tbat  he  was  disappointed,  during  the 

ybole  TOW.      He  appeared   [iteaeed   and   pleasing ;   and 

,«b;  auy  ]>eopk  should   have   imagined   he   vma  uot,  I 

ttuiiiot  Imagine.     "Rude,"  1  nm  sure   be  was    not:    lie 

^CddU)  nol  lie.     We  were   soiTy  tliat  we   could    not  Btiiy 

SdoIIht  day:   hut   all  expericnwd   Iravellere   know  full 

11   tlial.  ttiey  must  give   up  their  wisliee   to  previous 

igptncnts  an<l  engagements,  and  tliat  they  muat  cat 

plans  and   pleasures   according  to  their  time  and 

iinUes.     As  to  tlie  affair  of  the  atag-huut.  I  can  only 

ly  that  /  received  no  invitation  to  aec  one ;  that  ux  did 

ot  recei\*e  any  ;  that  I  heard  at  tlie  time  that  a  slag-huot 

rouli)    not    be   ofTereil    to   us.    because   the    stng-hounda 

donged    to  some    near  relation    of  a   gentleman    mu<di 

MpM^ted  in  the  country,  who  had  Just   died    suddenly, 

od   was  not  buried.      I  recollect  passing  by  the  gatea 

t  bb  place,  and  seeing  two  men   in  deep   mourning, 

rilh  weei^cre.  sitting  on  each  side  of  the  gate.     As  I 

lad  never  before  seen  this  custom,  I  mode  inquiry,  and 

ns  told   why   they   mounied,   and   who   for ;   and  this 

iGrmed  and  Gxed  in  memory  what  I  have  above  meo- 

ined. 

Mrs.  Hal!  adik  the  following  note  from  Mrs.  But- 


Dkar  Mrs.  Hall,  —  My  recollection   of  the  cireum- 

mentioned    by  my  sister  at    Killamey,  in    18:!d, 

tly  eoiocides  with  hers :  1  rememlier  our  lieing  told, 

■  we  drove  into  Killarney,  that  we  should  have  no  stag- 

aiaL,  as  tho  master  of  the  hounds  had  died  that  morning. 

Yours  truly. 

Uabmbt  Bittlek. 
teM,  leili  3uM,  1S43. 


X  smtT  or  MAku 


TWpB^ni  fiaedhf  Will 
«■«  tfan  iBjins  ottt  the  road  to 
Oca  tX  Tnke.  ud  told  tboD 
p«t  oft  mod  the  maaa  tor  ito  di 

The  trip  to  KSDmngj  m* 
tfau  could  (fetnec  boa  ibe  [4e 
worth's  dtsdngtiiabef]  friend  Si 
too  Iarge-be«rted,  loo  gtMKtoos,^ 
likel;  to  be  slighted;  and  tba 
mottiocts  sitting  at  the  gate  of  ti 
«u  coiidiisi*e  evidence  to  all 
Tbey  teturoed  direct  firom  KiU«l 
vent  Ui  the  house  of  CapC  Sg« 
Green.  The  15th  of  August  wi 
and  hid  bealth  w&s  dniuk  with  u 
teadaaeta  than  gay^ty.  perhaps, 
Bep«ratioii  of  the  b-iends  cast  a  i 
eioD.  Maiia  and  he  took  an  a; 
which  was,  as  it  proved,  a  final  c 

Miss  Edgeworth  waa  soon  at  I 
settling  don-n  to  her  n&nai  in 
WTOt*  to  a  friend,  — 

"  Your  otiscnations  about  the  dl 
Granted  '  are  excellent.  I  "take  ft 
able  to  conquer  them.  If  only  OM 
the  whole  story  must  turn  upon  1 
to  bear  on  one  point;  and  tliat 
would  not  apt)ear  natural.  As  8ir' 
reply  to  my  o!>8er\iug  it  is  dUBc 
moral  without  dis|)leasiDg  the  r«a^ 
go  into  the  trap  if  tb<;y  smell  f 
catcher.' " 
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Sir  Walter  Scott  wrot*  tlie  following  letter  after 
his  return  to  Scotland :  — 

[To  Miu  Joanna  Boillle,  nnroiialeiul.l 

Abdotsporii,  Oct.  12,  1S20. 
.  .  I  wctl  inti'odcKl  to  have  written  from  Ireland ; 
,  alaa!  Iiell.  aa  some  stem  old  divine  aays,  is  paved 
ivitli  good  intentions.  There  was  such  a  whirl  or  visiting 
i  laklng  and  boating  nud  wondering  and  slioiiting  and 
Iftughiog  and  earousing ;  so  much  to  Ik  seen,  and  so 
Utile  lime  to  aee  it;  so  mvich  to  be  heard,  and  only  two 
Mrs  to  IJBten  to  twenty  voieea,  — that,  upon  iLu  whole,  I 
{raw  desperate,  and  gave  up  all  UiougLts  of  doing  what 
ras  right  and  proper  upon  jxist-days.  And  ao  all  my 
epistolary  good  intentions  are  gone  to  macadamize,  I 
WpiMMO,  "the  burning  marl"  of  tlie  infernal  regions. 
I  have  not  the  pen  of  our  friend  Maria  £<lgcworth,  who 
Rites  all  the  while  she  laugha.  talks,  eats,  and  drinks ; 
Btd  I  bclitve.  though  I  do  not  pretend  to  tie  so  far  in  the 
lecrct.  all  the  time  slie  8leej>s  too.  She  haa  good  luck  in 
having  a  i)cn  which  walks  at  once  so  uuwennedly  and  bo 
mIL  1  do  not,  however,  quite  like  lier  last  lKX)k  on 
'•Bdnwation,"  considenxl  as  a  general  work.  She  should 
e  limite^l  the  title  to  "Education  in  Natural  I'hiloao 
^Ji"  or  some  such  term;  for  there  is  no  great  use  in 
children  in  general  to  roof  houses,  or  build 
,  which,  after  all,  a  carpenter  or  a  mason  does  s 
X  deal  l>etter  at  two  shillings  sixpence  per  day.  In  s 
ITBBte  country,  like  some  porta  of  America,  it  may  do  very 
,  or  iH-rhain  for  a  saUor  or  a  traveller,  certainly  for  a 
dvU  engineer.  But  in  the  ordinary  prof<'ssi«ns  of  the 
betlCT'informed  onlei-s,  I  have  always  ol>scn\nl  tliat  A 
11  tjistc  for  mechanics  t«nds  to  encoui-ujiing  a  sort  of 
Wfliog  aelf-conceit,  founded  on   knowmg  thai  which   is 


Dot  frorUi  Ix-ing  known  by 
en)]>1<*>r  liis  iniDil  on,  ftiid.  in  tSxn 
gintt^mck  kind  of  a  character,  who 
gcDtlemeQ.  und  moat  probably  b  g 
cliiuitcs.  Vou  must  untlfntaud  I  d 
the  a)'8t^tn  ua  making  mediaulcs  td 
eml  u  suhjet't  of  edueatiuu,  naA  cfll 
mulci-ra  of  Uiys.  Mkd  like  Watt,  i 
■trungty  to  invent  and  cxot-ute  tliodl 
tdons  wliich  extend  in  snch  an  io) 
human  force  and  (nrnmaod  over  t^ 
not  come  williio  onliuary  rules ;  bul 
sLoulii  lie  kc]>t  to  his  )framniari  ad 
common  oocnnT-nce  will  l>e  Itest  emj 
iustend  of  wasting  woud,  and  cuttitj 
I  am  coDvinccd  they  did,  tboQgm 
Dothing  of  it.  I 

Well,   but  I  did  not  mean  to  1 
Harry  and  Lucy,  whose  dialogues* 
after  all ;  but  about  Ireland,  whicb 
as  well  as  if  I  were  Thomas  the  ] 
gifts  nre  so   great,   that,  despite  i 
which  have  hitherto  n-t&rded  her  pn 
lieve,  be  (|ueen  of  Uie  trefoil  of  kif 
a  richer  cuunlry,  or  tu  apeak  my  m| 
worst  of  them  is  the  bitter  and  em 
they  h&vc  to  cneh  other.  .  .  .  Thea 
"  those  vast  inland  seas  '*  aa  Spense 
which  they  call  mountains :  and  da^ 
most  su|)evb  ruim«  of  castles  and  a1 
strict  retreat,  not  pei-initteil  to  S|ie( 
bi'evinries  with  one  eye,  and  looked, 
tlic  other.     Then  wo  bad  Mias  Kd 
jiatnred,   clever  Harriet,  who 
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I  for  everybody's  comfort  rather  than  her  own ;  we 

l^wl  Lockhart  to  say  clever  ibinga,  and  Walter,  with  hia 

■vbuikere,  to  overawe  otistiaatc  postilions  and  impudent 

IgutB ;  &ud  Jane  to  blcas  herself  that  tlie  folka   bad 

Kitber  houses,  elutlics.  nor  furniture :  and  Anne  to  make 

B  from  roominj;  to  uight,  — 

"  And  merry  folks  were  we  1 " 
.  ]  beg  kind  respects  to  dear  Mrs.  Agnes  nnd  to 
Hn.  Daillie.    I^ady  Scott  and  Anne  send  best  rcajwcts.    I 
have  but  room  to  say  that  I  am  always  yours, 

Walter  .Scott. 

The  names  of  Scott  and  Miss  Edgeworth  will  long 
be  connected  by  those  who  read  of  their  friendslup 
and  mutual  regard.  Chief-Justice  Story,  in  a  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  address  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1822, 
■aid  of  Ihia  warm  friendslup  and  pleasant  literary 
Eellowship.  — 

"Who  does  not  oouteiniilnte  with  enthusiasm  the 
natchlMS  wit,  tlie  inexhaustible  conversations,  the  fine 
cbamettT  painting,  the  practical  instruction  of  ilisa  Edge- 
worth,  The  Great  Knows,  standing  in  her  own  dopart- 
tncnt,  by  the  side  of  The  Great  Usksown  ? " 

The  year  1826  was  marked  by  commercial  diffioul- 
tieo,  ond  the  state  of  the  money-market  distressed 
many  of  the  Irish  landlords.  Miss  Edgeworth  gave 
tip  the  charge  of  the  estate,  and  the  maniigeniciit  of 
I  rents,  at  her  fatlier'a  death;  and  Lovell  Edge- 
I,  th«  heir,  took  the  affairs  into  his  own  handa. 
I  Edgeworth  again  undertook  the  care  of  tlie 
i  of  the  estate,  and  enabled  her  brothefJ 
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ber  tAcl,  fkill,  knd  long  ■ 
Urs  tit  weather  the  sttinn.     9 
ing  rear,  April,  1827 ;  — 

**  I  am  (luitu  well,  bikI  in  bigh 
in  coiiM<qu«iK«  of  liartng  rvocm 
balf-jremr*9  rents  in  full,  witb  plo 
wttboal  the  least  fatigue  or 

Slit  received  in  the  year  183 
Utiui)  of  **  Harry  and  Lucy," 
Mine.  Belloo.  Id  the  aame  ] 
"Bores"  appeared  in  a  very 
"Janus,"  and  wan  quite  lost  ii 

The  death  of  Lady  Scott  n 
vrortli  the  kindly  welcome  giw 
Edinburgh  and  at  Abbotsford 

"She  wna  a  most  ktnd-bearted 
faad  much  more  sctise,  aui]  more 
anil  diacriminatioD,  tlian  many  : 
hiT." 

In  July  Sir  Humphry  Dav; 
town.     He  waa  then  president 
,  and  at  the  height  of  bis  Same 
aid, — 

"  Travelling,  and  his  increase 
I  world,  lias  enlarged  the  range,  w1 
I  of  Sir  Humphry's  mind. 

She  boiTowed  this  allusioo 
bright'a  very  eiitertiiiiiing  esa 
which  he  sent  her.     She  oddedj 
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*'T1ien<  is  at  thia  moment  a  gentleman  in  Ireland, 
oeftr  Bi-lfast,  who  trains  hawks  and  goes  o-hankiug,  —  a 
Mr.  Sinelair." 


Some  time  after  this,  when  Miss  Edgeworth  was 
preparing  to  write  her  "  Helen,"  this  essay  must  have 
recurred  to  her  memory,  for  she  made  a  hawking 
scene  a  very  pretty  chapter  in  that  novel;  and  the 
hawk  ia  quite  an  important  actor  iji  the  sketch  of 
Beaiiclerc's  character. 

Sir  Hiimplu-y  repeated  to  Miss  Edgeworth  a  re- 
markable criticism  of  Bonaparte's  on  Talma's  acting: 
**  Yon  (lun't  play  Nero  well:  you  gesticulate  too 
mach  i  you  speak  with  too  much  vehemence.  A 
des|>ot  does  not  need  all  that:  he  need  only  pro- 
wnm^e.  It  sait  quil  ge  fuffit;"  and,  added  Talma, 
who  t<.ild  this  to  Sir  Humphry,  "Bonaparte,  as  he 
wid  this  folded  his  arms,  in  his  well-known  manner, 
and  btood  aa  if  his  attitude  expressed  the  sentiment." 

In  .-\ugust,  Harriet  Edgeworth  married  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Butler,  rector  of  Trim.  In  September  of  this 
year  Miss  Edgeworth  niiide  a  visit  of  four  months 
to  Black  Castle.  She  enjoyed  the  following  joke 
by  Lord  Longford,  who  was  something  of  a  wag. 
When  a  friend  was  going  from  Edgeworthstown  to 
Pakenham  Hall,  I^rd  Longford,  as  was  customary, 
was  iti  send  for  her  to  the  float  or  ferry  where  they 
crossed  the  river  to  Longford.  Instead  of  sending 
bnnu.>B.  his  lordship  sent  a  pair  of  hullockai  the  ser- 
vant remarking,  '* '  My  lord  had  not  another  beast  to 
«par*i  for  you '  —  my  lord  being  behind  the  hedge  to 

ijoy  her  look  of  astonishment  and  dismay." 


I  Mk  riliflK  boiy  intl 
I  Tafa«rSaM»'ft.aiSeedawL  i 


ftn  ham  letto*  to  ftieaifa  d| 
Luanu  of  WUningtaa,  Ibra 
BiflmniJ^  sfao  had  Migwi  Ifl 
k  stonr  oonteimag  a  good  it 
viih  rvviliog  the  noe. 

In  18^  Ui»  Edgewortb  b 
tng  early  walks.     For  many  ] 
I  ODstom  of  ri^g  at  eeirea  o'cli 
I  -walk   for  three-quartets  of  I 
I  lived  in  the  TiUage  said  her  i 
I  in  tiie  morning,  saying,  "Misa 
;  it's  eight  o'clock." 
Bchel  made  a  flying  visit  to  1| 
Edgewortb  received  a  visit  fip 
who  brought  her  a  note  from*! 
She  was  accompanied  by  hep* 
of  Mrs.  Grunt  of  Laggan,  celet 
aketches.    She  fouud  Miss  04i|| 
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peison,  something  of  s  "  mixture  of  American  and 
Scotch  in  her  whole  ftjipearaiice :  an  interesting.  Bin- 
cere,  generous,  and  uncommon  person." 

"Tb«  Literary  Gazette"  of  thU  year  made  an 
aimounccment  that  Miaa  Edgeworth  "  was  far  ad- 
Tauccd  in  a  novel  called  '  Take  for  Granted.* "  Miss 
Edguworth  cotdd  not  gnesa  by  whom  this  statement 
wifts  circulated.  It  was  not  designed  for  any  thing 
but  a  short  tale,  and  she  never  completed  it.  Dur- 
ing the  spring  of  1828,  she  wrote  a  etory  called 
"Garry  Owen,"  of  about  fifty  printed  p^es,  for  Mr. 
Lockhan's  "young  friend  Mr.  Croker's  'Christmas 
Box,  ■*  a  little  annual  published  in  1829. 

Miss  Anna  Edgewnrlh,  a  distant  relation,  died  in 
London  in  1828,  and  bequeathed  to  Miss  Edge- 
worth  a  pair  of  diamond  earrings  and  pearl  bracelets. 
With  (he  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  these  jewels.  Miss 
Edgeworth  built  a  market-house  in  the  village,  and 
s  ro<ii«  over  it  for  the  magistrate's  petty  sessions. 

The  house  at  Kdgeworthstown  caught  (ire ,  and, 
by  tlie  exertions  of  the  tenants  and  villagers,  it  was 
q>eedily  put  out  after  moderate  damage,  hut  cauung 
much  ahirm  and  confusion.  Maria  was  touched  by 
the  devotion  !>hown  there  in  this  danger.  "  The  zeal, 
the  &eu«;,  the  generosity,  the  courage,  of  the  people," 
(be  wrote.  '■  is  beyond  any  thing  I  can  describe :  I 
can  (inly  feel  it." 

T)ic  Ruxtons  made  a  foreign  tour ;  and.  on  their 
rptuni  to  Ireland,  the  son  who  took  the  name  of 
Filthtrbert  at  his  father's  death,  in  1825,  lived  at 
Black  Castle,  and  Mrs.  Ruxton  and  her  daught«rs 
Vent  to  reside  at  Bloonilieid,  near  Dublin.     There 


Mam  Ti«ii«cl  them  in 
Ed^wonh  nunied  Mr.  Le  Sto 
«m1  wnt  to  live  in  London. 

C^L  Hall,  who  bad  aeut 

joonal  of  his  aocid  experieg 

BOW  went  her  bis  joumals  kepi 

joonieya.  and  some  of  Mn. 

funil^.    She  enjoyed  Umiil. 

cism.  adrke.  and  pratM  were 

by  Capt.  Hall.    At  the  end  o^ 

she  hopes  Mrs.  Hull  will  noi 

ami  shv  ends  it  by  » M;  den 

own  trny  up  the  hill,  aud  ner«| 

black  stoDos,  even  though  009 

with  tho  voice  of  that  &(aria  8 

The  introduction  to  the  li 

works  was  seen  by  Capt  Ha| 

through  the  press :  as  she  wiui 

hor  tlie  sheets  where  the  meal 

She  wrote, —  1 

"  It  was  vi'iy  good  of  Capt.  n 

e  tli««e  shccU.     Sir  Walu-r  S« 

I  liglitrul   anil   kind  mnnDer,  said  I 

I  gratify  tnc  as  an  author,  fricndt  I 

Mrs.  Riixtoii  saiil  of  this  tri 
Scott,  she  would  forgive  Sir  W 
be  may  commit  in  bis  next  not 
hi»  life,  for  this  charming  pasfl 
tliBiiks  to  Cajit.  Hull,  Maria  saj 

"If  I  coiiii!,  as  you  say.  flalt« 
Soott  was  iu  any  ili-grec  indueao 
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s  novels  from  Beeiug  my  sketchoa  of  Irish  charact«rfl,  I 
Agolil,  imii-eil,  trinnipli  in  the  'thought  of  having  been 
e  proxiiunU;  cuuse  of  suoh  happhicss  to  millioDB.'  " 

In  Sir  Walter  Scott's  general  introduction  to  the 
Vftverley  noveU.  dated  Abbotsford,  Jan.  1,  1829,  he 
nya,  in  alluding  to  the  minsing  manuscript  which 
became  "Waverley,"  — 

"Two  circumstances,  in  particulftr,  recalled  my  rccol- 
Irction  of  the  mislaid  manuscript.  The  Gi-st  wus  the 
rxt^ndiil  and  wo  II- merited  fame  of  Miss  Edge  worth, 
who^e  Irish  characters  have  gone  so  far  to  make  the 
Engtish  fnmiliitr  with  the  character  of  their  gay  and  kind- 
bear1«d  Dpighbors  of  Ireland,  that  she  may  be  truly  said 
to  hare  done  morp  towards  completing  the  union  than 
perhati«  all  the  legislative  enactments  by  which  it  has 
been  followed  up. 

"  Witliout  being  eo  presnmptuous  as  to  hope  to  emu- 
late Ihr  rich  hnmor,  pathetic  tenderness,  and  admirable 
tw-t,  which  pervade  the  works  of  my  accomplished  friend, 
I  felt  tltai  Bomethtug  might  be  attcnipt^l  for  my  own 
Eounlry,  of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  Misa  Edge- 
worth  BO  fortunately  achieved  for  Ireland :  something 
wUi^  might  intiixtnce  her  natives  to  tiioso  of  the  sister 
ktngdom  in  a  more  favorable  light  than  ihey  had  Ijcea 
|ilac«<l  hitherto,  and  tend  to  produce  syTn[ialhy  for  their 
Tlttucs,  and  indulgence  for  their  foibles." 

The  saying  of  Mme.  de  Stael,  "  On  depose  fleur  k 

6eur  la  conronne  de  la  vie."  cume  vividly  home  to 

Miss  Edgeworth.  as  year  by  year  some  chosen  friend 

I  or  dear  relation  was  called  from  earth.     Tho  penalty 

lot  long  life  was  hers.     Her  brother,  William  Edge- 

the    talented   engineer,  succuuibed    to   the 
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nwUdy  of  Uie  Sueyda,  Ub 
«Aer  a  Bl>nrt  illness.  In  1S3B. 

Duriti);  tbU  ;ear  Mbb  Edf^ 
of  miwliug  the  poet  Wordnr 
Donvcnution ;  but,  as  sba  VM 
hod  t()  content  bcmdf  witb  a 
plL'Asrd.  I  bough  perhaps 
under  the  i^xuting  circumstan 

1'h«  year  1830  wiu  fine  o 
and  III  May,  Man*  wu  ba»] 
and  Mfwer^"  to  give  enpltijr 
letting;  houses,  and  farroii^ 
practifal  und  necessary  occupi 
huurit  a  day  of  '  Helen 
■ay,"  site  added.  July  foai 
ocmditiou  uf  affairs. 

*'  The  )KK>pte  almut  as  are  nO' 
nvith^-r  work  nor  food ;  and  we 
dltiti'itiuU'  nt  tialf-pmv." 

In  Novcinbor  Mrs.  RaxtoQ 
grievous  hlow  to  her  niece,  wl 
tion.  After  her  father's  deatl 
Btronger  feeling  to  her  as  one 
large  share  of  her  thoughts  ao 

When  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hail  pubU 
1829,  "Sketches  of  Iriflh  Ch 
the  following  words  of  kindj 
appreciation  from  Misa  Edgai 

"  It  has  bi'cn  somptimea  my  fit 
alncerity  Btniggliiii;  witblu  me  wh 
of  Uionhs  to  autboi's :  1  have  no- 
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rith  pleaflnre  onmbcod.  and  perfect  freedom  of  mind  and 
ease  of  couscieiici?,  I  write  to  you.  '  The  Sketches  of 
Iriflh  Character '  are,  in  my  opinion,  adniirnlile  for  truth, 
patbo§.  uud  humor :  all  tlie  gl(etcbi.'s  shon  L'omptole  knowl- 
edge  of  the  iH^rsous  and  things  represenlcd ;  and  some  of 
tiw  iKirlraitB  are  drawn  with  uncommon  strength,  and 
wttJt  more  decided  aud  Jiiie  touches,  which  maric  a  maa- 
teri;  biud." 


In  the  year  1830  Miss  Edgeworth  revisited  her 
ienils  in  England.  She  spent  some  time  with  her 
bntther  Sneyd  at  Brandford,  near  Goudhurst  in 
KenU  and  saw  the  I^ansdownes  often  when  she  was 
in  iiondon.  In  Decemher  she  waa  at  Lansdowne 
House;  und  in  conversation  Lord  Lansdowne  told 
her  an  instance  of  Louis  Philippe's  "pr^enced'egpn'f  .■ 
s  mot)  surrounded  him,  'Que  d^sirez~vous,  me»- 
Bieiira?'  —  'Nous  d^sirons  Napoleon.'  —  'Eh  bienl 
«Iiez  done  le  trouver.' "  The  mob  laughed,  cheered,, 
and  dispersed. 

She  "saw  Talleyrand  at  Lansdowne  House,  like  a 

corpse,  with  his  hair  dressed  atltn  de  piijfon  bir.n  pou- 

ir^.     As  Lord  Lansdowne  drolly  said,  'How  much 

i\teae  atletde pigeon  h&\c  gone  through  unchanged! 

How  many  revolutions  have  they  seen!  How  many 

changes  of  their  master's  mind  \ '     Talleyrand  haa 

cuunti;nance  than  any  man  uf  tjtients  I  ever  saw : 

socnis  to  think,  not  only  that  '  la   parole   ^tait 

,€  k  I'homme  pour  d^iuser  sa  penK^,'  but  that 

Ipnisuou  of  countenance  was  given  him  as  a  curse 

belny  his  emotions ;  therefore  he  has  exerted  all 

tbilitjes  to  conquer  all  expression,  and  to  throw 
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into  his  bee  tlut  '  no  Deaaiiig 

Uwn  wiu  bat  t  txArd  Done.* 

Mm*.  SoDwrviUe.  in  her  "Re* 

••  ICaria  Edgewortb  aunc  tnqot 
«M  in  EnsfauiiL  She  vw  one 
trtenda.  warat-bouted  sod  kind,  ■ 
«Wi  all  tbe  liveUnnss  uu)  origin^ 
For  H-vniiwo  yv*n  I  w»  In 
with  bM-.  The  cWiymwaa  and 
tied.  i>r  hrr  IvOm,  I  caimot 
•IV  M[wrior  to  men  in 

Moon-  wrote  in  his  diary  of  J 

"  While  at  lirrakfast,  received  I 

naiiiMl  mc  tbm  1  had  promisod  I 
Wr«it.  And  fnotfl  Uiw  Edgewortj 
iiia&l>5  (DOW  Mol^rare),  and  Shaa 
with  all  ber  drvcreees,  any  UiinJ 
OMMBvol  any  one  begins  to  apeak^ 
don  more  than  a  sentence  behindj 
coalLniira  to  disUn<«  erery  apeali 
she  Mys.  ttiui)^)]  of  couree  rery  s 
(or  thia  over-ftctivitj  of  tongue." 

This  rather  comical  complaiq 

lOe  of  the  saying  Smollett  puB 

BramhU   ii]  "Humphrey  Clinki 

company,  like  a  knuckle  of  ham  J 

but  two  are  too  niauy."     VaniB 

-probftbly  at  the  bottom  of  Mooii 

idy  WAS  tJie  gi'euter  star. 

The  Carrs  and  Joiinua  BailUi 

r  to  Hampstead.     She  wrote  a 


*'  It  ts  ftlwftjra  gratifyini;  to  find  old  frienils  tbe  same 
mfler  long  al>ai'ncc  ;  tiitt  it  Iirs  l>ccn  particularly  so  lo  me 
sow.  when  not  only  tbe  leaves  of  the  pleasurps  of  life 
tttU  naturally  into  ita  winter,  but  when  greitt  branehes  on 
Vbom  h&t>|)iuesa  dei>eu(1ed  are  gone." 

Joanna  Baillie  had  a  pleagiint  anecdote  to  toll 
Uarin  of  I*ord  Dudley  and  Ward,  who  wrote  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott  offering  to  take  on  himself  the  amonnt 
of  Scutt*s  debts,  and  be  paid  by  instalments  as 
m^ht  suit  him. 

Miss  Edgeworth  viiated  her  sister,  Mrs.  Wilson, 
who  was  living  in  London,  While  she  was  seeing 
Ber  literary  friends,  and  renewing  her  old  friendships, 
I  message  was  sent  her  by  the  Duchess  of  Welling- 
bon  ;  who  asked  her  to  come  to  see  her,  if  she  would 
please  an  old  friend,  Kitty  Pakenham,  who  remem- 
bered the  many  happy  days  spent  at  Edgewortha- 
town.  She  found  her  very  ill  in  a  magnificent  room 
Apsley  House ;  not  magnificent  from  its  size, 
height,  length,  or  breadth,  but  from  its  contents, — 
'  B  jiresents  of  cities,  kingdoms,  and  sovereigns. 

*'  Opposite  her  couch  hung  the  gold  shield  in  imitation 
of  the  shield  of  Achillea,  —  with  oU  the  duke's  victories 
vbosscd  on  the  margin,  the  duke  and  his  staff  in  the 
entre,  surrounded  with  blazing  rays,  — given  by  the  city 
(  London.  On  either  side,  the  great  candelabras  belong- 
fc^  to  the  massive  i)1ateau  given  by  Portugal,  which  c&n- 
*  be  lifted  wittiout  machinery.  At  either  end.  in  deep 
I  (nil  glass  cases,  from  top  to  bottom  mii^'d  the  ser- 
I  of  Dresden  and  German  china,  [irvscntitl  l>y  the 
BiBpnor  of  Austria  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  While  I 
looked  at  these,   tbe  duchess,   niisinj!  h.-rsi-lf  t\ix\ie  op. 
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ezrtftinwd  with  writk-rotoxl,  straa 
■All  tribatfs  to  iitiirit  I  tberp'a  tli 
Corniptiou  BusjH.'ctcd  treii.  Even  i 
n'Ugli,  tJiat  could  not  be  said  ■ 
jbUrnl  i-nLliuniaum  she  feela  for  | 
t  still  ydiitltful  Imagination  of  ^ 
I  throiigb,  is  most  touching. 
I  fenling,  when  she  can 
.,  on  the  perfume  of  hj 
J 
r  a  delightful  breakfast  u) 
[ackintoHhcs,  at  which  Sir  Jam^ 
s  Edgeworth  aaiil  tibe  felt  as  ■ 
n  <Ii)  after  their  '  mornitigi 
e  within  the  radiaiice  of  gei;^ 
;  from  a  remark  of  her  siste| 
Dt.  Beddoea's  death.  i 

At  the  Herachelhi',  at  Sloug 
;  a  lady  who  interested  her  j 
ences  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynoj 
the  niece  of  Sir  Joshua,  i 
tached  to  him,  and  "  indignant  ■ 
having  written  the  '  Dbcourses,*! 
iodoed !  No  such  tiling.  He  1 
I  evidunce.     He  used  to  e 


She  eaw  at  ^t^s.  Gwatkin's  1 
the  original  of  Sir  Joshua's 
now  flowers  in  her  lap,  in  conseqa 
tion  of  a  foolish  woman,  who,  lei 
as  it  was  origiuiilly  painted,  win 
interlaced,  with  the  backs  of  tl)| 
exclaimed  "How  beautiful!    Hoifl 
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praniu  the  dear  little  thing  has  in  her  lap ! "  Sir 
■  Joshua  threw  the  flowers  over  the  prawns.  He 
-painted  Mrs.  Gwatkiii  seven  times:  "But  don't  be 
nun,  my  dear.  I  only  use  your  bead  as  I  would  that 
f  any  be^ar, — as  a  good  practice."  Mrs.  Gwatkin, 
titough  very  deaf,  like  her  uncle,  was  still  a  pretty 
iroman. 

Miss  Edgeworth  saw  Knowie  before  she  returned  to 
London.  She  enjoyed  the  lovely  old  place,  saying,  "I 
never  saw  a  house  and  place  that  pleased  me  more." 
After  her  return  from  thin  country  excursion,  she 
meat  to  see  the  Duchess  of  Wellington,  but  learned 
lat  her  cousin  was  dead,  —  had  been  dead  two  days. 
The  duke  was  "  bendt  her"  she  learned,  at  her  death ; 
Lod  "tt  lock  of  hair  was  brought  ber  by  the  devoted 
maid  of  the  duchess, — all  left  of  the  beautiful  Kitty 
fskenham.  So  ended  that  sweet,  innocent — shall 
ire  say  happy,  or  unhappy?  —  life."  She  adds, 
F*  Happy,  I  should  think,  through  alli  happy  in  her 
good  feelings  and  good  conscience  and  warm  affec- 
liions,  still  loving  on;  happy  in  her  faith,  her  hope, 
and  ber  charity."  Tliis  death  made  a  deep  iiupres- 
idoQ  on  Mis6  Edgeworth. 

After  another  vi^it  at  Hampstead,  where  she  heard 
iiia&  Ferrier's  novel  of  ■'  Destiny  "  read  by  Isabella 
Carr,  she  went  home  in  August  from  "  universal  I^on- 
'  after  a  successful  and  agreeable  visit.  Miss 
£dgeworlh  thoroughly  enjoyed  London. 

The  freshness  with  which  Mios  Edgeworth  enjoyed 

!  pleasures  of  life  cannot  fail  to   charm   the  ob- 

She   took   life   very  philosophically,  —  the 

^led  good  and  evil  which  must  come  to  all  alike. 
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LUndonbtedljr  she  had  a  ] 

pent ;  for  great  gifts,  worldly  | 

I  do  not  alvrH)rK  bring  sacll 

CSbe  had  nothing  of  that  murU 

[  too  often  seen  Mooug  lit«niry| 

[itBppy  qiiutstioD,  a  txwutiful  I 

f  to  her  cnjoymcut.    She  drew  d 

Lplv  inc>d(.-Dt»  of  a  life  well  uid<j 

An  old  Suotcliniau,  Sir  Um 

'  ny,  thnt  uo  niitn,  long  acciutti 

'  retire  luid  live  in  the  couiitqj 

months,  without  becoming  an  I 

.  Bi>eiit  ns  MisH  Edgoworth  pasM 

occAsionul  breaks  of  ^H^ts  to  frij 

.  Coutinentul  tours,  was  n'bat  i 

I  time  for  perfection  of  thougbtJ 

,  li«>r,   also,   the    keen    enjoymea 

which  enabled   her  to  say  in  i 

in  1881.  though  losing  every  ye| 

wid   naturally  sensible   herselfjj 

•ec,-  1 

*■  Old  aa  I  am.  and  unitnagion 
he.  I  have  really  always  found,  til 
expected  would  lje  great  have  acta 
t  COJoymeDt  than  m  anticipation." 

The  rest  of  the  year  1881  \ 
home,  with  the  exception  of  a  1 
to  the  Misses  Ruxtou,  at  Rosstg 
worth  was  married  in  Decerobel 
was  cordially  welcomed  by  Man 

In  April,  1632,  Miiis  Edgewod 
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Churchill  in  the  book  was  originally 
^Townseiid."  To  show  hoiv  widely  she  drew 
I,  she  read  Mirabeau  for  this  cliaracter,  ns  she 
Vished  to  exemplify  in  hia  peculiarities  •■  the  stealing 
,Wit  aiid  ideas  in  conversation." 

In  Darwin's  first  interiude  to  the  "  Botanic  Gar- 
ideo,"  he  said,  "You  may  pluck  the  wiId-0owerH  in 
Uie  field  of  literature,  but  you  must  nut  gather  the 
.miltivated  fruit  in  your  neighbor's  gardens ; "  and 
this  striking  thought,  which  was  apropat  of  plugia- 
,  and  the  instances  of  resemblances  in  thought 
»nd  expression,  caused  her  to  write  in  her  notes  for 
,»•  Helen:"  — 

"  Some,  indeed,  add  mordcr  to  ixilibcry,  like  Voltaire 
rlth  Sbakapcare.  Some,  standing  upon  the  mines,  call 
kit,  '  No  mines  here ! '  and  depreciate  that  they  may 
Ippropriate.  Some  claim  possession  l>y  right  of  improve- 
Bcnt,  awl  otbers  take  n-ithout  even  the  form  of  eluiming, 
^Jke  Uiraheau,  '11  y  a  longtcmps  que  J*ai  dit.'  Some 
In^  the  barbarian  gold  from  the  savage's  eara.  End  with 
CXamiiiiiig  whether  time  does,  or  does  not,  do  Justice  it 
Ht,  in  fairly  apportioning  moral  or  literary  fame." 

These  notes  took  definite  shape  and  form  in  the 
leacription  of  Churchill,  in  "Helen,"  where  she 
Wrote  of  him :  — 


Persons  without  a  name,  Horace  treated  na  bnrl>arians 
di<l  not  knon  the  valne  of  their  gold ;  anil  be  seemed 
I  think,  that,  if  tliey  chanced  to  possess  rings  and  jewels, 
ley  might  be  plucked  from  them  without  remorse,  and 
inverted  to  better  use  by  some  lucky  civilized  adventmrer. 
et  in  his  most  successful  piracies  be  was  always  haunted 
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hy  tbK  Tear  r>f  dkuovery,  and  h< 
acute  tierc«ptiou  of  Lady  Daveou 

The  following  letter  from  Mi 
Somervill*'.  thanking  her  for  ha 
last  work,  "  The  I'reliininary  C 
Physical  Sciences,"  will  interes 
miratioQ  of  the  great  talents  ot 

EneKwoBX 

Mt  DILUI  SUs,  SOMEBVILLE. 1 

at  l^aat  in  giving  knuwlptlgc  to  thff 
know  Uietr  iguortuive  at  leoat,  —  tl 
humble.    Yuu  sliuulil  bara  my  grat 
long  ago  for  Uic  favor,  the  honor, 
mc  thtil  ■-  IVdimiunry  Dissertatioi 
nmch  knowledge,  hut  that  I  really 
and  oi  fr  again  at  some  intervals 
pleasun-  of  neeiug  my  sister  Qarnel 
writ«r  to  you-     She  ha»  come  to  i», 
joj-ing  it,  ns  I  kni'w  she  would 
in  tlie  etak-  of  the  lioii-voDHtrictor  a 
•m  but  Just  recovering  the  powers 
a  Bu  di9tend(<d   Iiy  the  maguiU 
what  you  put  into  it.     I  am  afraid 
avarc  how  ignorant  I  was.  you  wo 
this  dissertation:  lieeauac  you  ... 
wwe  throwing  awuy  much  that  I  A 
uti  that  could  be  better  bostowea 
«ai>ftble  of  Judging  of  what  theyl 
ttwuv  you  t}iat  you  have  given  me  m 
Vm  that  you  have  eiitui^^  my  t/iji 
ttoktty  vt  tlie  unlverso,  beyond  any  " 
kwMt  cuaUctl  lo  form. 
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Tb«  great  Bimplicity  of  your  macner  of  wriUng,  I  may 
Ray  of  your  mindy  wbich  appears  in  your  writing,  [lartjcu- 
ftrly  fliiita  the  Bcientific  sublime,  which  would  t>e  destroyed 
Ity  wtiikt  is  eommonly  called  line  writing.  You  trust  sulS- 
iently  to  the  aatural  interest  of  your  subject,  to  the  im- 
m<x  of  the  facts,  the  beauty  of  the  whole,  and  the 
ation  of  the  means  to  the  ends,  in  every  part  of  the 
roenae  whole.  This  reliance  upon  your  reader's  feeling 
;  witli  you  was  to  me  very  gratifying.  The  oma- 
Bkents  of  eloqueuec  dressing  out  a  sublime  subject  are  just 
a  motiy  proofs  either  of  bad  taale  in  the  orator,  or  of  dio- 
mst  and  contempt  of  the  taste  of  those  whom  be  is  try- 
Ig  tiina  to  captivate. 
I  suppose  Dolxxly  yet  has  completely  mastered  the 
:,  therefore  I  may  well  ixmtent  myself  nlth  my  inabil- 
f  to  comprehend  what  relates  to  them.  But,  instead  of 
llaguiDg  you  with  an  endless  enumeration  of  my  diffieul' 
S,  1  hwi  iR'tter  tell  yon  some  of  the  pnssnges  which  gnvo 
),  ignoramus  as  I  am,  peculiar  pleasure.  .  .  .  I  am  afraid 
[  flhall  transcril)e  your  whole  book  if  I  go  on  to  tell  you  all 
a  struck  me ;  and  you  would  not  thank  me  for  that, 
r-you  who  have  so  little  vanity,  and  so  mucU  to  do  beU 
IT  with  your  time  than  to  read  my  ignorant  odmiratioD. 
lot  pmy  let  me  mention  to  you  a  few  of  the  passages  that 
BitUMi  my  imagination  particularly  ;  viz.,  1st,  the  inhab- 
Int  of  I*nltas  going  round  his  world  —  or  who  might 
p  — ID  live  or  six  hours  in  one  of  our  steam-earriagca ; 
dt  Ihi)  inoderatc-sized  man  who  would  weigh  two  tons  at 
be  anrfacw  of  the  sun,  and  who  would  weigh  only  a  few 
omids  at  tliti  surface  of  the  four  new  planets,  and  would 
•  BO  light  as  to  Dnd  it  impossible  to  stand  from  the  ex- 
Hfl  of  mnacular  force.  1  think  a  very  entertaining  dream 
[lit  be  made  of  a  man's  visit  to  the  sun  and  planets. 
B  ideas  ore  all  like  dreamy  feelings  when  one  is  a  lit- 
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tie  reveiisli.  I  forgot  to  mention  (page  58)  a  passage  oo 
the  propagation  of  sound.  It  is  a  beautiful  sentence,  u 
well  as  a,  sul>lime  idea :  ■■  so  that  at  a  very  small  tieigbt 
above  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  noise  of  the  ictnpol 
eeasee ;  and  the  thunder  la  beard  no  more  In  Uiorc  IkiuuiI- 
leas  regions,  wbere  the  heavenly  bodies  aecomplisb  tbigt 
penods  in  utei-uat  and  sublime  silence." 

Excuse  me  in  my  trade  of  sentence- monger,  and  t 
me,  dear  Mrs.  SomervUle,   tmly  your  oMtged  and  I 
your  affectionate  friend, 

Maria  Edrewm 

I  have  persuaded  your  dear  curly-beaded  friend  IIu 
to  add  ber  own  obaervations.  She  sends  her  love  lo  y 
and  1  know  you  love  ber,  olberirise  I  would  uot  prvta  I 
to  writ«  huT  own  say. 

In  Scptenilier  of  1832  Miss  Edgeworth  ninds  ■ 
excursion  to  Pakenhum  Hail,  a  place  she  alvraya  fl 
joyed  visiting  very  much. 

In  November  Miss  Edgeworth  wrote  Mr.  Bai 
tyue  of  the  death  of  Sir  Walter  Scott;  — 

"  The  death  of  Sir  Waller  Scott  has  filled  us  all.  i 
private  friends  and  admirers,  with  sorrow.  I  du  not 
mean  timt  we  would  have  wished  the  prolongation  of  bis 
life  such  as  it  had  tiecn  for  tbe  last  months:  ijiiite  tha 
contrary.  But  we  feel  poignant  anguish  from  tlie  thought 
that  such  a  life  as  his  was  prematurely  shortenuil ;  tint 
such  fncultios,  such  a  geuius  —  such  as  is  grantcil  butomw 
in  an  age,  once  in  many  ages  —  should  have  l^een  estin- 
guisbed  of  its  light,  of  its  power  to  enlighten  and  vivify 
tbe  world,  long  before  its  natural  term  for  acttingi 
Whatever  tbe  errora  may  have  been,  oh,  what  have  be»!D 
tbe  unremitted,  gt-nerous,  alas!  ovei'straiued  excrlions  of 
tliat  noble  nature  !  " 
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•  Walter  to  the  very  last  paid  the  most  genep- 
I  tributes  of  praise  and  affectionate  admiration 
1  Maria.  At  Malta  he  told  Mrs.  John  Davy,  —  the 
r  daughter  of  Mrs.  Fletcher  of  Edinburgh,  who  mar- 
t  xicd  the  brother  of  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  —  as  they 
e  together,  eometbiug  of  hia  fancies  about  books, 
ding,  — 
'  And  there's  that  Irish  lady  loo,  —  bnt  I  forget  eveiy- 
f 's  name  now.'  —  'Miss  Edgeworth.'  I  saiil.  —  'Ay, 
1  Etlgeworlh :  ebe'a  very  cluver,  and  twst  in  the  little 
I'm  sure,  in  Uiat  ebiliireu'a  story  [he 
ml '  Simple  Susan '],  where  the  little  girl  parts  with  her 
lamb,  and  the  litUe  boy  brings  it  hack  to  her  again, 
there's  nothing  for  it  but  jnat  to  put  down  the  book,  and 
ory." 
When  Mr.  Lockhart  was  preparing  hia  "Life  of 
■tt,"  he  asked  Miss  Edgeworth  for  Sir  Walter's 
letters  to  herself-  She  had  a  great  dislike  to  the 
publioAtion  of  a  private  and  friendly  correspondence 
in  any  case;  but  with  these  letters  she  felt,  as  she 
eiprfssed  herself  to  a  correspondent,  that  they  had 
too  much  of  what  was  merely  personal  to  allow  her 
to  print  them.  She  said  she  had  "refused  to  give 
him  Scott's  letters  for  publication,  and  very  painful 
it  Wma  to  me  to  refuse  him,  at  present,  any  thing  he 
wkcd :  but  principle  and  consistency,  painful  or  not, 
required  it,  besides  ray  own  feelings.  I  could  not 
bear  to  publish  Sir  Walter's  praises  of  myself,  and 
affectionate  express^ions  and  private  sentiments.  I 
did  bend  one  letter  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  exemplifying 
what  I  mean.  —  the  beautiful  letter  on  his  changing 
fortunes." 


f^8col 


■■— Mh1«  ■till  »t  Wort  on  i 
tntm  Friends. —  "  UalcD  "  fisUIicdJ 
titraa  Ijy  t]i«  Public.  —  ReiiiMk*  i{| 
Bmllh.  —  Mkria'a  vIMt  lo  Cdiincniul| 
—  Auiren  Mr*.  SUrJp—  "  VabUa  Q 

Is  1832  Miss  Edgeworth 
"Helen,"  which  was  »pproad 
only  "complaint"  was  that  d 
^iiy  day  as  much  as  she  iata 
time.  She  sorely  needed  enob 
when  she  first  undertook  tliif 
1830  wrote  to  one  of  her  sistfll 
her  "  new  life  and  spirit  to  go  i 

Miss  Edgeworth  had  so  la 
to  depending  upon  her  fathei" 
cism,  that  she  dreaded  the  sA 
hy  her  friends  to  make  aloB 
finished  the  plan  her  father  hi 
mond,"  "  Frank,"  and  "  Han] 
many  years  the  thought  of  1 
should  chHlleiige  comparison 
"  Patronage "  Boemed  au  irt 
success  with  which  her  seqm 
sons"  was  received  gave  her  f 
larger  work.  As  Bhe  sat  at  Id 
ing,  took  her  walks,  or  drove, 
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a  storyt  and  made  nntes  for  it.  Unfortunately,  thnt 
very  lack  of  capacity  for  framing  a  plot,  which  Lord 
DiulU'y  considered  Ler  weak  point,  hampered  her 
Tcry  tnnch  in  preparing  "  Helen."  She  began  to 
wril«  this  novel  without  making  the  complete  sketch 
of  the  story,  and  went  on  altering  the  plot  as  she 
wrote,  which  somewhat  injured  the  coniplutenesa 
of  the  tale.  Then,  too,  this  method  of  writing  waa 
rather  disheartening;  for  she  wasted  time  in  altering 
where  ahe  should  have  been  actively  proceeding  with 
ber  story.  In  1832  she  compared  herself  to  an  old 
bmp  at  the  point  of  extinction  from  exhaustion, 
when  some  friendly  hand  pours  freshyoU  upon  it, 
on  receiving  a  letter  urging  her  to  continue  her 
story.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  were  deeply  interested 
in  "Helen;"  and,  finally,  their  confidence  in  her 
powers  so  inspired  her  that  she  bent  all  her  efforts 
to  make  "Helen"  a  perfect  piece  of  work.  This 
book  was  started  in  1830 ;  but  the  constant  interrup- 
tions lo  which  she  vras  always  liable,  and  which  she 
permitted  to  break  up  her  time  too  much,  made  her 
delay  it.  Then  the  very  doubts  with  which  she 
wroio  gave  her  leas  desire  to  concentrate  her  energyj 
bnt  finally,  in  spite  of  family  affairs,  the  agency  of 
ber  bnjtber's  business,  visits  from  friends,  and  to 
England  and  among  Irish  friends,  she  became  inter- 
srt«d  in  her  heroine's  fate,  and  resolutely  carried 
"  Helen  "  to  a  successful  end  of  her  difficulties.  In 
Fflbniary,  1833,  she  wrote  a  friend :  — 


"  I  am  afraid  you  will  be  tired  of  '  Helen '  before  you 
become  acquainted  with  tier." 
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Sbc  wui  then  Mgerly  a 
Y  wrot«  of  it  again :  — 

"I  niut  tdl  ;oD  n  cnrionB 
gowl  luck,  or  ratlier  of  tbe  worn 
nature  o(  \ivt>[Av  in  s  spoiled  aul 
;  that  I  hcaH  fniin  ^uu  a) 
lieccivnl  a  huge  letter  in  nn  ul<) 
I  before,  a  folio  &heet  ami  a  half, 
f  tbe  hawkutg-aconcs  the  writrr 
[  Srnicra's.  signed  Elizabeth  WUm 
"  LonI  Ikrncw),  Klrby  Cave,  Norfi 

The  ogcD^  business  often 
ta   hare  been  a  waste  of  tiin 
gave  )lis«  Edg««rorth   an  intl 
I  pie  of  ttw!  Tillage,  indnced  het 
walking  exercise   than   she   H 
done,  and  unbent  her  miad,  bi 
change  of  thought,  and  a  prao 
her  imagination.     She  vent 
I  and  life  from  her  accounts  i 
J  the  manuscript  of  "Helen." 
Iznore  Kpirit  than  when  she  hfl 
rtbe  realities  of  life. 

In  speaking  of  low  spirits 

h«  time  she  was  writing  "  Hdl 

I  fait  lu  her  opinion  that  the  ba 

•f  iniud  wns  to  struggle  ttguosi 

1  VtKOB,  who  Haid.  >>  To  keep  tiH 

wwtt  evorv  day  do  something 

I  Wm.  kitd  aonu'lliing  to  which  ti 

[  <i»  l^t  vock  Mut  ilio  knotA  and 
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Wlien  "Helen"  waa  done,  it  was  read  to  the 
fkinily.  wlin  felt  a  deep  itit«reat  in  it.  Mi»s  Mary 
Siieyd.  ttie  critic  and  corrector  of  proofs  to  many  of 
Mida  Edgeworth's  works,  was  deeply  tr>uched  by 
thU  fitorj- ;  and  the  noble  and  very  iinprtBsive  end 
brought  Iciirs  to  the  eyes  of  the  listeners.  The  book 
Wfts  Gni^shed  iu  the  summer  of  ISSSj  and  the  manu- 
■dipt  was  sent  to  Mr.  Lockliart,  who  kindly  nnder- 
took  to  negotiate  with  Benlley  abfmt  its  piiblicittion. 
Miss  Edgvworth  left  the  business  arrangementjs  for 
it  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Lockliart. 

Mme.  Belloc,  who  had  translated  "  Harry  and 
LucT  "  and  '■  Early  Lessons  "  most  acceptably,  gladly 
received  tlie  offer  of  advance  sheets  of  "  Helen,"  and 
mkde  an  excellent  translation  of  this  book.  Miss 
Edgeworth  wrote  of  "Helen:"  — 

"  I  should  tell  you  Ijeforehand,  tliat  there  is  no  biiroor 
in  it,  imd  no  Irish  character.  It  is  impossible  to  draw 
IidoiKt  as  she  now  Is,  in  a  book  of  fiction.  Itealitiea  are 
too  strong,  party  passions  too  violent,  to  bear  to  sec,  or 
ore  lo  look  at,  their  faces  in  the  loulving- glass.  The  jwo- 
pfe  wouM  only  break  the  glass,  and  curse  the  fool  who 
beJci  the  mirror  up  to  natiui;,  —  distorted  nature  in  a  fever. 
We  are  in  too  perilous  a  ease  to  laugh.  Humor  would 
he  o«t  of  season,  worse  than  bad  taste.  Whenever  iJie 
dSBger  is  past,  as  the  man  in  the  sonnet  says,  — 

*  We  may  look  back  on  the  hardest  part,  and  lau^.* 

"  Then  I  shall  be  ready  to  Join  in  tlie  laugh.     Sir  Wal- 
ter Soott  once  said  to  tne,  '  Do  explain  to  the  public  wliy 
Vti.  wbo  gets  forward  so  well  in  other  countriea.  ia  so 
I  mKrabic  in  bis  own.'    A  very  difficult  iiuestiou,  I  I 
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abore  my  power.    But  ] 
UflU-n  «&d  look  tad  read." 


Tiiti  liiimor  of  Mim 

aUnbut«   in  n  woman,  was  rq| 

"  « (Ixred  iiot  langh  at  Irelauii.  | 

|SpMii*«  cliivfilry  away,"  eaid  a  ^ 

"  aiid  if  laiighiug  at  the  li 

I  of  Uieir  follies,  frrore,  anJ 

idgeworih  Iiad  certainly  tloae' 

ious  worlcA.     *■  HelcQ  "  showsi 

'ma  of  its  plot,  bat  noa 

There  is  on  ease,! 

i  «ir  alN>ut  it,  which  mak 

™iuf~fX  ber  novels,  and  tar  tnor9 

which  ar«  weighted  with  so  ma 

a  moral.    "  Helen  "  is  not  wan 

and  tb«  manner  in  which  the 

society  life  is  depicted,  and  the  \ 

eaieed  b;  one  who  evades  or  del 

I  innocent  &tend  the  Tictxm 

B  very  interesting,  and  a  1 

racter  of  Lailv  Daveoant  ia , 

kDd  liliows  tlie  ver^tility,  the  \ 

lis  pen.     The  eooversatios 

,  the  pony-carriage  with  her  ; 

I  full  of  life  und  natural  spin] 

tod   depth  in  tliis  picture  wb 

ly   oil   tlie   mind   of  the 

;  MItu  Edgeworth'a  writi 

I  of  w^tmon.     She  dnjw  « 

i  Will   liigh  birth  I 
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I'Dould  tlescribe  the  niceties  of  character.    Who  can 

fitrgct  a   Mrs.   HungerfonI,   Lady  Delacour,   Lady 

^ '  Davenniit,  Belinda,  Caroline  Percy.  Helen,  or  Lady 

Cecilia  Clarendon  ?    Hit  Mme.  de  Fleury,  Emilie  de 

r  Coulanges,  and  a  host  of  minor  charncters,  hare 

g  women  of  other  nations  as  famous  aa  her  own. 

f  ITone  exceed  in  delicacy  of  touch,  depth  of  character. 

Land  a  genuineness  of  nature  the  women  of  "  Helen." 

high-toned   character  of  Lady   Davenaut,  un- 

iclied  by  the  groat  world  in  which  slie  has  been 

isng  a  moving  power ;  the  charms,  yet  grave  faulta, 

T  Lddy  Cecilia  Clarendon;  the  honest,  sincere,  yet 

I  jneldiiig,  nature  of  Helen;  the  ru^ed  and  brusque 

UuntnetM  of  Miss  Clarendon, — all  move  before  us 

in  the  mimic  wc)rld  of  Clarendon  Park ;  and  one  feeU 

as  if,  in  laying  down  the  book,  a  new  set  of  friends 

bad  been  added  to  his  circle.     The  English  reviews 

and  mi^nziues  had  good  reviews  of  this  novel.     In 

Amcric'iv,  among  many,  there  was  a  very  excellent  one 

by  thi*  Uev.  W.  B.  O.  Peabody,  well  known  as  a  fine 

critic  and  soliolar. 

Maria  was  much  interested  in  reading  ihe  "  Life 
r  Mirabeau,"  and  said :  — 

"I  liavo  been  exenieialingli/  iatereattxl  in  the  'Memoira 
t  the  Mirabcaus : '  that  oaragan  sou  and  that  iron  father 
1  that  good  ^fdte  d'/ionime  le  bailli.'  " 

'  She  was  especially  interested  in  the  history  of 
mbcau  because  of  M.  Dumont's  connection  with 
,  which  was  always  a  mystery  to  her :  they  were 
Kn  80  very  different  in  mind  and  moralu.  Mirabean, 
laelSsh  voluptuary,  with  great  mental  powprs,  which 
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occasionally  gleam  througli  a.  mist  of  seiisiiiiIitT,  a 
master-niiiitl.  but  degraded  by  low  vices.  Dumont, 
60  piire-niiLded  and  single-lieurted  in  his  devutionl^  . 
good,  and  spending  Mb  life  in  translating  the  t 
and  essays  of  Jeremy  Benlbam,  leaving  only  tluta 
a  monument  to  the  future;  unselfishly  ignoring  I" 
own  wit  and  originality  to  perpetuate  the  tsaaa  i 
another. 

She  embodies  these  viewa  in  "Helen,"  tnaking  fl 
character    say  of  DumoQt's  "M^motrea   de 
beau,"  — 

"This  IxK)k,  which  I  am  reading,  gives  me  fnllDl 
increased  jileiisure  from  my  ccrUiia  iiuowlpilge.  my  pcrfd 
conviction,  of  the  trulb  of  the  author.  The  self-orid 
nature  of  some  of  the  facU  would  support  thcmseln 
you  may  say,  in  Bome  iustances ;  but  my  perceiving  ll 
Bcruinilous  care  he  takes  to  say  no  more  Lliau  what  I 
knows  to  be  true,  my  perfect  reliance  on  the  rvlnt* 
private  character  for  iutcpnty,  give  &  zest  h>  every  a 
dole  he  tells,  a  S|>ccific  weight  to  every  wort)  of  eoav^'M 
sation  whicti  he  repeats,  aiipropriiito  value  to  every  tnil 
of  wit  or  humor  characteristic  of  the  pereou  he  deacribeK." 

Another  book  which  she  read  for  a  study  of  char- 
acter was  the  "  Life  of  Savage ; "  and,  in  speaking  of 
style  and  its  effects,  Maria  once  »ftid  she  thought 
"  Johnson's  '  Life  of  Savage  '  the  finest  piece  of  biog- 
raphy I  ever  read,  but  the  most  dangerous;  uttrihut- 
ing  his  faults  to  his  warmth  of  affection,  telling  ttf 
his  ardent  desire  to  catch  his  mother's  sliadow  ns  Ab 
parsed,  when  forbidden  her  presence,  and  oerttunl; 
excusing  his  profligacy." 


A    VISIT   TO  CONNEMAISA. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  about  one  of  the  charnc- 
f  >jtei8  in  '•  Helen,"  she  wrote,  — 

"  Lady  Darenont  is  oot  a  portrait.  I  hope  it  rnuy  he 
ealletl  an  iDvention  of  many  ideas  of  individual  charaoten 
Id  one  new  wbole." 

In  1833  Sir  Culliiig  and  Lady  Smith  visited  Ire- 
j]d.  Sir  Culling.  Maria  described  "as  of  old  family, 
xge  fortune,  and  great  philanthropy,  extending  to 
l^poor  little  Ireland,  and  her  bogs,  and  her  Connemara, 
*  Slid  licr  penultimate  btu-ony  of  Ennis,  and  her  ulti- 
IDAtc  Giant's  Causeway,  and  her  beautiful  Lakes  of 
Killarney."  Lady  Smith  was  Isabella  Carr,  daughter 
of  the  Edgewortlia'  old  friends  at  Uampstead,  a  very 
Abanuuig  woman.  She  liad  with  her  a  nurse  and 
[l&luit-  Maria  was  very  anxious  to  see  Connemara, 
",  they  were  delighted  to  have  her  offer  to  go  with 
An  account  of  their  juuniey  would  fill  many 
They  went  to  nallirLisloe  and  Connemara 
urly  in  October,  leaving  the  ehild  at  Edgeworths- 
town.  The  adventuret>  and  difficulties  they  encouu- 
tere<l  were  many,  and  culminated  in  the  detention  of 
the  party  for  three  weeks,  for  a  severe  illness  of  Lady 
Smith,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Martin.  Ballinahinch  Caa> 
tie.  Thoy  eaw  cattle-fairs.  b<)g3  with  treacherous 
quaking  holes,  no  roads  worthy  of  the  name,  and 
finally,  after  their  detention,  got  "  safe  out "  of  Con- 
nemara, seeing  Ballymuhon,  Athlone,  and  Galway. 
MifiS  Edgewortli  made  the  best  of  the  disagreeables 
of  the  journey,  and  found  a  warm  friend  in  Mn. 
Martin  ;  saying  what  ''an  extraordinary  tiling  it  was 
to  lutve  made  a  new  friend  at  sixty-six  years  of  age." 
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In  speaking  of  Irish  words  and  English  c: 
sions,  she  once  said  how  much  she  always  di: 
the  word  "  satiety ; "  because  her  fiithet  "  laughed 
to  scorn,  when  she  was  thirteen,  for  proiiouiiciti 
'sashaty ' "  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Day,  with  whom 
had  been  visiting. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  passing  Edgewortliatowti 
year,  did  not  forget  his  friends  there ;  for  lie  saltll 
them  with  his  regimental  band  before  breakfi 
And,  speaking  of  the  incident,  Miss  Edgeworth 
called  the  saying  of  the  man  to  Bonaparte,  "Sin 
n'y  a  de  circonstance  oit  on  ue  preiid  paa  de 
jeuner." 

In  writing  in  1834,  Miss  Edgeworth  alluded  I 
tale  called  "'Bob,  the  Chimney-S weeper,'  which  wm 
written  several  yeara  before,  but  laid  by  for  tlie  pres- 
ent, unfinished ;"  and  she  probably  never  felt  suffi- 
cient interest  in  it  to  take  it  up  again. 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  much  pleased  with  the  advetit 
of  a  new  writer,  Miss  Murphy  (Mrs.  Jameson),  now, 
married  to  a  very  clever  lawyer.  She  says  "ail 
woes  and  heart-breakings  are  mere  fables  in 
Diary."  At  this  time  Mrs.  Jameson  had  not  se] 
rated  from  her  husband;  and  she  was  known  by  h«r 
"Female  Characters  of  Shakspeare,"  and  the  "Diary 
of  an  Enuny^e." 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  much  interested  in  me«l 
with  a  character  of  Cbillingworth,  which  vraa 
much  like  her  "  own  first  idea  of  Beauclerc'a  obi 
ter  (in  '  Helen '),  made  incapable  of  decision  or  ui 
by  seeing  too  many  ai^umcnt<s  too  nioely  Iwl. 
on  both   sides   of  every   question,   that,"  she 
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I  ifae  "conld  hardly  help  fancying"  she  "hstl  stolen 

lu." 

After  the  publication  of  "  Helen,"  which  was  re- 
leived  with  much  pleasure  by  the  public,  and  kindly 
^oUctd  by  the  critics.  Miss  Edgcworth  had  niiiny 
iBttcFK  of  admiration,  criticism,  and  comment  from 
ler  friends. 

Mrs.  Stark,  the  friend  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  received 
k  long  letter  of  twenty-eight  pages  from  her  cousin, 
I  Coi.  Mitliew  Stewart,  son  of  Dugald  Stewart,  who 
'  hmd  been  reading  "  Helen."  Mrs.  Stark  wrote  Miss 
Edgeworth  about  Col.  Stewart's  letter;  and  she 
asked  her  to  let  her  read  it,  which  she  did.  Miss 
Edgewortli  said,  — 

"  I  am  sure  I  liave  groat  reason  to  \k  prood,  as  I  am, 
I  tint  BDcli  a  i>ersoD  as  Col.  i>tcwart  should  have  tbougbt 
t  wortb  Ilia  while  to  write  all  tliis." 

And,  after  reading  tliis  letter  carefully,  she  replied 
1  Mns.  Stark  in  another  long  letter;  which  containif 
9  much  that  is  interesting  to  the  reader  in  reference 
I  her  methods  of  work,  and  her  modes  of  thought 
Btudy,  that  most  of  it  is  given  here- 
bo  says,  after  some  preliminary  remarks,  — 

"  Sach  a  writer,  and  eucb  a  noble  mind  aa  Col.  Stew- 
'•It's,  baviDg  bestowed  so  much  Uiought  and  time  upon 
mc  aud  my  fictions,  raises  them  and  myself  in  my  own 
Opinion  far  more  than  could  the  largest  '  draught  of  on- 
qnalini.ll  praise'  from  any  common  critic.  From  feeling 
that  be  does  Justice  tn  mauy  pointa  to  the  past,  I  rely 
upon  his  protihecies  as  to  the  future :  and  t  frel  my 
unbitimi  stroH'^Iy  cxiitiil  I>y  his  U'licf  that  I  ciiii.  and  his 
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|>ragTioati<>  Ibat  I  bUdU,  iIo  bettur 
*  Trust  n  <Titio  wUti  i>ut«  hU  fingt 
kuow  Ut  lie  j-our  iiitirm  port.' 
•aul  bi  myai^ir  some  of  those  tl 
biu  KTitlcn,  bet  never  so  »troj 
tirought  home :  my  own  rod  of 
busioesa.  I  hnit  ufU^ti  anil 
maDiier  wiu  Ux>  Uiitch.  Um  minv 
aii<i  wamily,  ulmlml  IUl-  tmlil,  gi 
hand  anil  iniutvr  ^<'niu«.  I  knot 
t»  to  be  dimt,  oHijtU  to  be  doDe, 
cVeliniiition,  b;  ei'vstivo  fancy  Uu 
boir  niiirli  mure  by  ekilfnl  selectl 
OombinHtioo,  thna  can  lie  eOef 
obserralioD  of  uidiviilu^,  or  i 
parti  cukra. 

"But  wlwre  I  have  om-d  or 
thought  I  mi^hl  have  doDe,  it  lit 
Ing  fmin  llic  lifi.-  or  from  indh 
actions  or  savings  Dot«il  in  ca 
observation  or  hearsay  In  aocid 
ffver  drawn  any  one  ehAraet«r — < 
lous  or  faulty  character  —  from 
ever,  in  writing,  a  real  cbaractel 
memory  or  rexcmblaiiee,  it  has  ah 
because,  to  avoiil  that  resemblana 
anlicc  or  compi'Ilefl  by  eonsciencv 
which  often  ended  iu  making 
unreal." 

"At  the  hazard  of  talking  too 
people  usually  do  whtn  once  the; 
penetrating  critic  exactly  the  fa 
them,  about  my  habitx  of  compM 
soe,  by  my  throwing  open  my 
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lule  m*  afraid  of  him,  but  has  won  my  confidence,  and 

mIc  in<^  look  for  hb  future  sympathy  aad  asaistAiice.     I 

ir«  no  '  vast  magazine  of  a  commonplace  book.'     In  my 

holt!  life,  sinu^  I  liegan  to  write,  —  which  fa  now,  I  am 

■Dwrnifl  to  sUit"',  upwards  of  forty  years,  —  I  have  had 

ily  alKiiit  half  n  dozen  little  not«-lx>oks,  strangely  and 

rvgnlarly  kept,  somctini[?B  with  only  words  of  referooce 

some  hook  or  faet  I  could   not  bring  accarately  to 

bfl.     At  firat  I  was  tniich  urged  by  my  father  to  note 

two  rrmnrkuble  tmits  of  character,  or  incidents,  wliich 

I  thought  might  he  introdnwid  in  8torii«;  nuil  lie  oflvu 

uniMl  that  iillencas  or  laziness,  as  he  thought  it  in  mi*, 

lri<.^  resisted  his  ai^eney.     But  I  was  averse  to  noting 

iwn.  because  1  was  conscious  that  it  did  better  for  mc 

keep  the  thing's  in  my  head  if  they  mited  my  purpose ; 

kI  if  Uii-y  did  not,  tlicy  would  only  eneundK-i'  me.     I 

iKW  that  when  I  wrote  down  I  put  the  thing  out' of  my 

re,  out  of  my  head ;  iin<l  that,  though  it  might  be  put 

'  very  safe,  1  sitould  not  know  where  to  look  for  it ;  that 

e  laiior  of  lookbig  over  a  note-book  would   never  do 

hen  I  was  in  the  warmth  and   pleasure  of   inventing; 

^lfc»t  I  should  never  recollect  the  facts  or  ideas  at  the  right 

lime  if  I  did  not  put  tliem  up  in  my  own  way,  iu  ray 

own  beiid :  tlmt  is,  if  I  felt  with  tioi><>  or  pleasure,  '  tlist 

thought  or  tlint  fnet  will  Iw  useful  to  me  in  such  a  eharae- 

ler  or  story,  of  which  I  hare  now  a  first  idea,  the  same 

fset  or  thought  would  reeur,  I  knew,  when  I  wanted  it, 

in  right  order  for  invention.'     In  short,  '  as  Col.  .Stewart 

aw*s*<l.'  tl»e  process  of  combination,  generalization,  in- 

«mtiou.  was  carried  on  alwaj-s  in  my  head  best,     Whei^ 

mr  I  brotight  In  bodSi/,  unaltered,  as  I  have  sometimes 

Iniw.  facta  from  real  life,  or  sayings  or  reoordM  obset- 

ralions  of  my  own,  I  have  almost  always    fuuud   tbam 

ohjpvtvd  h>  by  good  critics  as  unsultvd  to  the  character, 
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or  in  somi?'  way  de  trap.     Two  instances  I  reii 
tills  instant. — two  witticisms  wbicii  were  put   tnlo  I 
montb  of  Grace  Nugent,  in  '  The  Al)st'ut«<?,'  firat  (Hliti< 
and  taken  out  in  the  second,  from  the  conviction  of  tbi 
being  inconsistent  witli  her  character.     Sometimes,  i 
the  fii'st  idcn  of  a  character  was  taken   from  Life, 
some  oiuMNAL,  an<l  the  char&ct«nBtic  facta  noted  doi 
or  even  noU-d  only  in  my  head,  1  have  found  it  nee 
■ary  entin'ly  to  alter  these ;  not  only  from  proprietj 
avoid  individual  resemblances,  l>ut  from  the  sense  I 
the  character  would   t>c  only  au   ExcEmox  to  [ 
feeling  and  esperience,  not  a  rule.     (In  short.  ( 
what  Col.  Stewart  says  about  '  the  conical  hills "  liel 
worst  sulijects   for  painters.)     As  an   instuuee,  I  i 
mention  King  t'omy,  who  is,  I  lielievc,  considered  i 
of  a  fairy  iiiece,  more  as  a  rwnantic  character,  than  i 
usual  common-life  Dutcli  Agurcs:   the  ^rst  idea  of  I 
woa  taken  from  the  facts  I  beard  of  an  oddity,  a  t 
believe,  like  uo  other,  who  lived  in  a  remote  part  i 
Ireland;  an   ingenious  despot  in   his  own   family, 
blasted  out  of  the  rock  on  which  his  house  was  built  I 
a  kitchen,  while  he  and  family  and  guests  were  living  I 
the  house;  who  was  so  passionate,  that  children,  grov) 
Up  sons,  sei-vants,  and  all,  ran  out  of  the  house  at  o 
when  he  fell  into  a  passion  with  bis  owu  tangled  Lu 
man  who  used,  in  his  impatience  and  rages,  to  call  a 
head  of  the  kitehen  stairs  to  his  servants,  '  Dro()  » 
ever  you   have   in  your  hand,   and   come  hero  t 
d  —  dl'     lie  was  generons  tuid   kind-hearted,  lint  < 
polic  and  conceited  to  the  ludicrous  degree ;  for  insta: 
he  Ihonght  he  could  work  Gobelin  tapestry,  and  ] 
the  harp  or  mandolin,  better  than  any  one  living. 

"Cue  after  another,  in  working  out  Kii^g  Corny,  frfl 
the  first  wrong  hint,  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  ever;  ta^ 


LETTER   TO   JIGS.   STAKK. 


457 


ncerit  that  he  propped  up  llie  roof  of  bia  house,  and  buUt 

und  to  generalize  oil.  to  make  him  a  man  of 

iS[ieittciita,  of  ingi'tiioiis  substilutea,  such  as  any  clever 

Ifcishmnn  in  miiidle  life  is  used  to,  I  was  obligetl  to  re- 

Vtkui.  but  BoftPD,  the  despotism,  and  emit  the  generosity. 

fto  make  it  a  character  that  irould  interest.     Not  one  word 

I  I  ever  heanl  said  by  the  living  man,  or  had  ever  heard 

npeatt-d  of   )iis   saying,  except  '  Drop  what  you  have/ 

,   went  into   my  King   Corny "s   mouth.  —  would   not 

e  BMilrd  him.     I  was  obliged  to  make  him  according 

llo   the  general   Btandoril  of    wit  and    acuteness,  shrewd 

K>r  and   sarcasm,   of   that   class   of    unread    natural 

geniuses ;  all  over-match  for  Sir  Ulick,  who  ia  of  a  more 

ouitivat«c)  claas  of  acute  and  roguish  Irish  gentlemen. 

"Has  Col.  Stewart  ever  read  'Castle  Rackrenl'?    I 

•bould  like  to  know  whether  be  would  guess  that  any  of 

the  cbnnte.tcrs  in  that  Itook  were  drawn  from  life,  with 

vbst  he  calls  colore  from  the  life,  or  not.    The  imly  char- 

t  drawn  from  the  life  in  ■  Castle  Rockrcnt '  is  Thady 

elf.  the  teller  of  the  stoiy.     He  was  an  old  steward 

tot  very  old,  though,  at  that  time:  I  adde<l  to  bis  age, 

»  allow  him  time  for  the  generations  of  the  family).     I 

>n)  him  when  1  first  came  to  Ireland,  and  bis  dialect 

Hck  me,  and  his  character ;  and  1  became  sii  ac-([uaintcd 

■  It,  that  I  could  think  and  speak  in  it  without  effort : 

I  tlmt  when,  for  mere  amusement,  without  any  idea  of 

nblislting.  I  began  to  write  a  family  history  as  Thady 

•oold  1«U  it,  he  seemed  to  stand  beside  me  and  dictate : 

■ad  I  wrote  as  fast  aa  my  pen  could  go,  the  ehomctera  all 

ImAgioary-     Of  course  they  must  have  btwu  (Xtmpounded 

«f  |)nsona  1  had  seen,  or  incidents  1  had  hcnrtl ;  hut  bow 

oompoandrd  I  do  not  know.     Not  by  '  long  forftliOiigbL,' 

for  I  biul  never  thouglit  of  them  till  I  liegan  to  writ«,  mud 

•  DO  sort  of  plan,  aketub,  or  framework. 
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is  a,  fact  meutioned  in  a  uote  of  Lady  Cathcart  li&vi 
been  sliiit  up  ]>y  Iter  husband,  Mr.  McGulre,  in  c 
tbis  nciglibcirlicxKl.  So  mucb  1  knew,  but  the  f. 
are  totally  different  from  wbat  I  liatl  lieiird.  Ind^pd,  i 
real  people  bad  been  so  long  de.od  tbat  tittle  was  1 
of  tliem.  Mr.  McGuiro  had  uo  resemblance,  at  all  e 
to  my  Sir  Kit ;  and  1  knew  notlnug  of  Lady  Catbcart,  I 
that  she  was  fond  of  money,  oiid  would  not  give  up  fc 
diaraonda.  Sir  Condy's  Listory  was  addtti  two  ; 
afUrwarda :  it  was  not  drawn  from  life,  but  the  good- 
natured  anil  indolent  extravagance  was  snggest^^d  by  a 
relative  of  mine,  long  since  di'ad.  All  tbc  incidents,  pure 
inventiou  :  the  duty  work  and  duty  fowls  were  factji. 

*'Acunoua  fact,  tbat  where  I  least  aimed  at  drawing 
charactere,  I  succeeded  best.  As  far  as  I  have  Uean),  llw 
characters  in  '  Castle  Rnekrent '  were  in  their  day  conaid* ' 
ered  as  better  classes  of  Irish  characters  than  any  I 
drew  ;  they  eost  me  no  trouble,  and  were  made  by  do  i 
o&ipt,  or  thought  of  '  philosophical  classification :  *  tliV 
was  literally  not  a  correction,  not  an  alteration,  nuirifi'l 
the  fi]-at  writing,  no  copy,  and,  as  I  recollect,  no  interlil 
ation  ;  it  went  to  the  press  just  as  it  was  written, 
stories  I  have  corrected  with  the  greatest  care,  and  I 
modellei]  and  re-written. 

"Sir  Terence  O'Fay  in  'The  Absentee,"  wbo  wag^ 
favorite  with  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  who  is,  I  lliink,  i 
reaentative  of  a  class  then  existing  in  Ireland,  was  lik 
wise  written  off.  not  pbilosopbically  constnicted.  White  I 
was  writing  him,  I  always  saw  hiro  and  beanl  him  speak  ::^ 
he  was  au  individual  to  me.  If  I  had  Iwcn  thinking  of^V 
'  classification,'  I  don't  think  I  should  have  believed  in  hi«L3 
real  existence.  As  far  as  1  have  beard,  be  has  impniMed^^ 
readers  with  the  idea  of  his  being  a  reality :  yet  certain l}^f 
I  had  no  living  model,  tbougb  introducing  eeveral  c 
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indcd  '  Incidents  ; '  for  instance,  hiding  the  family  plate, 
olii^ating  nitoiii  the  borsc  NulKiolilish.  .  .  . 
I  Dvvcr  MMil'l  aso  notes  in  writing  (li»Iogiii-s.   It  ivouli) 
aa  itniMMsible  to  me  to  get  in  tbo  prrpanxl  good 
tbc  rit;l)t  moment,  in  tbe  warmtti  of  writing  con- 
,  as  it  would  be  to  lug  them  in  in  real  oonvcrea- 
perliaps  more  so.  for  1  oouUl  not  write  dialf^iiee  at 
•U  without  )i«iug  at  the  time  fully  impn>8a<Kl  vritb  tbc 
'•banu>t«i-a.  imugiulug  myself  each  six'uker ;  and  that  too 
fully  eugrussc*!  the  imn^inution  to  leave  time  fur  consult- 
<bg  noie-books :  th«  whole  fairy  vision  would  molt  uway, 
Uw  pivnsurc  of  invention  be  gone.     1  might  often, 
while  writing,  recollect  from  books  or  life  what  would 
Mit.  and  often  from  note-books :  but  then  I  could  not 
to  look,  and  oftrn  quoted  tlicrefore  inuccuratt^ly.     I 
kave  a  quick  recollectivc  memory,  and  reteutive  for  the 
rt  of  tilings  1  particnlarly  wnnt.  —  they  will  recnr  to  mc  at 
e  mMncnt  I  want  tbein.  j-eara  and  years  after  they  have 
In  dormant,  —  bat.  alns  1  my  memory  is  inaccurate,  has 
of  tlie  objeet  only  by  one  side,  the  side  or  face  that 
rack  tny  imagination  ;  and  if  1  want  morw  aftvrwank  I 
» not  kniiw  ci-en  when?  to  look  for  it.    I  mention  this  bc- 
inae  Dugotd  Stewart  oncti  was  curious  to  know  what  sort 
Bf  momory  I  had,  whether  rceoHcetive  or  rctt-ntive.  .  .  . 
"In   every   story    (except  'Kackrent')  which   1    erer 
,  I  have  always  drawn  out  a  sketch,  a  framework- 
All  thcac  arc  in  fsittt^neo ;  and  I  huve  lately  compared 
any  of  tlie  |iriote<l  stories  wilii  Uieiit.  some  atraugelj 
Itrrvd.  t>y  the  way.     In  the  skcteh  of  '  Helen  '  I  had  not 
K  Judgment  I  formerly  had  to  set-  if  tl«r  auatoiuy  was 
1  hove  the  sketch  now  lK>fore  mc.  .  .  .  Ilerearw 
TEry  words  of  my  llrsl  sketch.  .  .  .  '  The  gfiienU.  not 
lan  of  genius  or  of  literary  distinction.  I>ut  of  gn>at  de> 
eiaion.  strencth  of  mind,  resolutiaD,  bohm  Uunk  obBtJaAqy: 


bi^  lionnr,  liigli  lire«d]iig. 
keep 

'•  In  the  skvU-b  of  UeaHtlttr.  I  fii 
iBtocrntic,  ambitioRs,  tingnt  with  tlM 
and  aflei-wanis  a  sketcli  uf  faults 
arise  from  liia  college  c«l)icfttioD,  al 
reading:,  and  too  much  spcculativa 
Hon,   thence  ennui'.'     All  this,  jom 
of  clinrUL't4!i-H :  Init  uuluckUy  I  bud 
Uiis  slory  to  ilcvclup  liim ;   he  aitiil 
Unfortunately  1  have  nut  nt  this  ni<i 
tht'  third  volume  of  Stcwnrt's  '  I'hilfl 
Mind  ou  Inlcnectual  Character,'  ti 
refprs  roe :  !  Imve  sent  for  it,  but  il 
Dublin,  und  1  hiive  vruiled  too  long 
and  HOW  I  am  sony  I  must  finish  tl 
Uig  it.     What  Col.  Stewart  has  M 
Upon  my  mind  tlie  necessity  of  nK 
the  great  lines  of  character  by  whidi 
Stand  aud  n-eogntze  the  class,  the  m 
but  I  niuat  acknowledge  that  I  do  no 
attetitian  to  classification  would  do' 
sure  Ihut  this  would  add  to  the  life* 
arc  little  touches  of  iiiconsts(Micy,  w 
human  nature  is  really  inconsistent. 
lioK»,  aa  in  grammar  rules :  and  tl 
{d  characters  wc  call  oddities,  form,  ■ 
mcnts  for  f ivsh  future  classes.     It  woi 
to  Bacon*s  rules  of  philosophizing,  tol 
daaaoa ;   there  being  arbitrary 
obaervatbn  of  particulars :  then  fi 
must  be  aduiitted.  ...  I  acknowl 
fcctly  true  charocter.  absolutely  ta 
real  life,  would  nut  be  interesting 
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be  l>elievc(l,  aod  could  not  be  naefiit.  The  value  of  these 
odd  charactcra  de[>ends,  I  acknowledge,  upon  their  being 
•Gtaally  koown  to  bo  true.  In  history,  extraordinary 
Bbanieters  always  interest  us  with  all  their  ineonsisteneies, 
CeeilDg  we  thus  add  to  our  aetual  knowledge  of  humaD 
(Hlure.  In  fletion,  we  have  not  this  eonviction,  and  there- 
!  not  tliift  sort  or  uource  of  pleasure,  even  if  ever  so 
ireU  dune;  if  it  Iw  quite  a  new  inconsisteney  we  feel 
donhlful  und  averse,  but  we  aubniit  when  we  know  it  it 
tnie.  We  say,  ^  Uon't  therefore  tcU  me  it  is  not  in 
n  nature.' 
...  "I  feel  and  understand  bow  many  poet«  and 
lovelista  have  raiaeil  in  the  mind  that  sort  of  enthusiasm 
irhioh  cxttlta  anil  purillea  the  soul.  Happy,  and  gift«d 
iritli  llenven'a  best  gift,  must  be  the  poet,  the  inventor  of 
loy  sort  of  fiction,  that  can  raise  tbis  enthusiasm.  I  reo- 
t  Mrs.  Barbauld's  lines  describing,  — 

'Generoua  youth  that  feeds 
On  piotur«d  tales  of  vast  heroic  deeds.' 

"  How  I  wish  I  could  furnish,  as  iSeott  has,  some  of 

CNK  pictured  tales  colored  to  the  life !     Uut  I  fear  I  have 

it  that  power :  therefore  it  is  perhaps  tliat  I  strive  to 

lie  myaelf  for  my  deficiencies,  by  flattering  inysvlf 

It  there  is  much,    lliough  not   such   glorious,    use   in 

'  own  lesser  manner  and  department.     The  great  vir- 

M,  the  great  vic«s,  exdte  strong  enthusiasm,  vehement 

dot;  but,  after  all,  it  is  not  so  necessary  to  warn  tho 

lemlity  against  these,  eitlier  by  precept  or  example,  aa 

the  lesser  faults.     We  are  all  sutnciently  awaro 

not   break  the  Commandments ;    and   the 

litgWBSt  all  vices,  all  feej.  even  to  tho  force  of 

but  demonstrtttiun  does   not  need,   and 


A  sTPor  or  1 


«aanot  recelrv,  (utdhloBal 
Baikv  IriAl*.  Iah  Caunet  (Wi<bryr»,  ^ 
■a  witli  Ui«  force  or  nvtiiol  truth, 
fincfit  tictioDs. 

..."  Few  cv&dpn  do,  or  can, 

pU«M  of  great  mmiualai  or  fe&r 

aucli  tetuptationa.     Tliey  know 

depUi  of  evil  at  oiiee,  oud  tbey  | 

fenr :   their  H[iirits  aru  not   '  put  1 

tut  show  tliem  the  ott-qi  path,  tbc  ■ 

e  aU'p  by  Bt«rp  downwanls ;  lutd 

KID  the  po8t«ni-gatoe,  or  little  bi 

virtue  ;  and  they  fly  to  guard  tbl 

lem  their  own  little  fanlta  wbid 

reat«8t,  and  they  ahiulder ;  that  I 

rDlli^  and  brotifiht  home  to  their  Q 

1!  which,  liy  reflection  on  my  own 

li  others  and  with  records  in  Ixxi 

rvations  on  living  aubjecta,  I  feel 

I  done  or  ran  do.     But  while 

r  to  myself  In  Ibis  way,  I  do 

I  deserve  the  <iunnUty  of  praise  wli 

If,  for  lalioriona  olwfrvation,  or  To 

f  diHsection,     My  father,  to  wboM 

I  help  out  my  own  jndgiri 

tainly  must  from  long  acqu&lDtl 

!  known  my  character  better 

m,  always  rcproacbnl  me  for  trai 

laty  glftuoos  —  n/^rpuj*,  as  he  calU 

r  tmths-     And  often  have  I  hadj 

y  gnud  elimaclerie),  to  reiwnt 

l«onduBion9  and   hflsty  jumps  to 

IjDu  wish  I  should  jump  to  eoud 


The  remarks  made  by  Col.  Stewart  about  tlip 

iDcoQiiij>t«Dcy  of  the  characters  of  Miss  Edgewortlis 

"Helen"   were  not  considered  just  by  Capt.  Hall 

nd  many  of  her  other  friends,  who  entirely  differed 

s  him  in  his  opinion.     They  expressed  them^ielves 

>  being  much  impresBed  with   the   reality  of  the 

lok,  aiid  its  fidelity  to  life- 

"  Helen  "  was  widely  read  by  the  most  intelligeal 
aid  cultivated  people,  aud  made  the  subject  of  much 
comment.  H.  F.  Chorley,  in  his  "Autobiography," 
says,  "  The  delight  and  culture  to  be  gained  by 
Btandiag  as  a  background  figure  in  such  circles 
[meaning  among  highly  gifted  people]  cannot  be 
overrated.  Well  has  Mi»s  Edgeworth  remarked,  in 
ler  'Helen,'  that  there  is  a  time  in  every  man's  life 
1  such  experiences  are  of  priceless  value ; "  ajid 
I  adds  that  Barry  Cornwall  and  Ba&il  Montague 
:  among  the  charsicters  of  "Helen." 
"The  Dublin  University  Magazine  "  says, — 

"  Oar  eyes  were  gladdened  by  tlie  appearance  of  a  new 

i  from  Uie  pen  of  Mies  Edgeworth.     Dear,  precious 

a  Edgeworth !     Wu  felt  the  sound  of  her  name  like 

!  return  of  spring,  and  have  looked  upon  ber  pages 

irilli  the  eager  delight  with  nhich  we  should  greet  the 

ub  of  a  long-loBt  aoquaiutaDce. " 

'  Such  words,  such  greetings,  from  all  were  most 
Peering  to  the  author,  who  again  appeared  before 
t  public,  which  was  no  slight  ordeal,  after  so  many 
<  of  silence.  Years  that  had  changed  much, 
w  generations  of  readers,  and  modern  novels,  had 
iplauted  the  well-earned  fame  of  MLsa  F " 
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worth.  She  was  favored  with  a  genuine  ovation 
from  the  best  and  brightest  minds  of  Great  Britain 
and  America. 

In  1835  Miss  Marjr  Sneyd,  who  was  a  very  old 
ladj,  had  a  dangerous  illness ;  but  ehe  recovered, 
and  survived  a  few  years  longer,  to  brighten  the 
home  at  Edgeworthstown,  where  she  had  lived  for 
80  long. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Visit  of  the  TicknoTs  to  Etlgeworthstown.  — Remarks  of  Mariik  — 
Letter  to  W.  B.  O  Peaboily  —Mrs.  Farrar's  Visit  to  Maria.— 
Condition  of  Ireland  at  this  Time.  — Mr  Spraguc's  Sketch  of  his 
Day  with  Maria. -I^igh  Hunt's  "Bluestocking  Revels.*'- 
Southey.  — A  Visit  to  England.  —  Mrs.  Sigourney's  Meeting  with 
Miss  E^Igeworth-  —  Maria  made  Honorary  >{emlK.'r  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Society.  —  Hairs  Account  of  Edgeworthstown  and  the 
Family.  —  A  Visit  to  Maria.  —  Impressions  of  Maria's  Homo  Life. 

Mr.  George  Ticknor,^  accompaDied  by  his 
family,  visited  Edgewortlistown  in  1835;  and  some 
extracts  from  his  journal  will  interest  the  American 
readers :  — 

"  Aug.  21.  —  We  set  out  pretty  early  this  morning  to 
make  a  visit,  by  invitation,  to  the  Edgeworths,  at  £dge- 
wortbstown,  sixty-five  English  miles  fi*om  Dublin.  .  .  . 

*'At  last  we  approached  tlie  house.  Tliere  was  no 
mistaking  it.  We  liad  seen  none  such  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  spacious,  witli  an  ample  veranda  and  conservatory 
oovering  pait  of  its  front  quite  ))eautifully,  and  situated 
in  a  fine  lawn  of  the  richest  green,  intersi>ersed  with 
clumps  of  venerable  oaks  and  Ix^eches.  As  we  drove  to 
the  door.  Miss  Edgeworth  came  out  to  meet  us,  —  a  small, 
short,  spare  lady  of  a]>out  sixty-seven,  with  extremely 
frank  and  kind  manners,  and  who  always  looks  straight 

*  Professor  of  Mo<l(frn  Lit^^ratnre,  Harvard  University,  anthor  of 
History  of  Sivauisli  Literature,  and  other  worl&s:  bom  in  Boston 
1791;  died  1871. 
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into  ymir  face  with  r  pair  of  mild,  deep  gray  eyes,  when- 
ever siie  speaks  to  you.  Witli  her  cUwaoterietic  direct- 
ness, stie  did  not  talce  us  into  the  library  until  she  had 
told  us  that  we  should  find  there  Mrs.  Alison  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  her  aunt,  Miss  Sneyd,  a  person  very  old  and 
infirm;  and  that  the  only  other  ]>erw)ns  constiluling  Hnt 
family  were  Mi-s.  Edgeworth,  Miss  Honorii  Edgewortii, 
and  Ur.  Alison,  a  physician,  and  sun  of  the  author  on 
'Taste.'  Having  thus  put  ua  en  }iays  de  coitua issanee. 
she  carried  us  into  the  library.  It  is  quite  a  large  room, 
full  of  books,  and  every  way  comfortable  as  a  sitUog- 
room.  We  had  not  been  tliere  five  minutes,  before  we 
were,  by  her  kindness  and  vivacity,  put  completely  at  our 
ease :  a  sensation  which  we  do  not  seem  likely  to  lose 
during  our  ^iait.  Soon  after  we  were  seated,  and  had 
become  a  little  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Alison,  —  who  is  ■ 
daughter  of  the  famons  Dr.  Gregory,  —  the  rest  of  t 
party  came  in  from  a  drive. 

"  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  who  ie  of  the  Beaufort  family,  i 
about  tbe  age  of  her  more  distinguished  slep-daoghlB 
and  is  somewhat  stout,  but  very  active,  intelligent,  a 
accomjiliahetl ;  having  apparently  the  whole  care  o 
household,  and  adding  materially,  by  her  resources  i 
arts  and  in  literature,  to  its  agreeablencsa.  .  .  . 

*'It  is  plain  they  make  a  harmonious  whole;  and,  S? 
those  who  visited  here  when  the  family  was  much  larg^^cf, 
and  com|>o8ed  of  tbe  children  of  all  the  wives  of  Kcdr. 
Edgeworth.  with  their  connections  produced  by  mnrrio^^. 
HO  as  to  form  the  most  heterogeneous  relatiousbiiis,  t  ^vn 
told  there  was  always  the  same  very  striking  union  m~-^'i 
agreeable  intercourse  among  them  nil,  to  tho  nnniK:)'? 
sometimes  of  fifteen  or  twenty.  .  .  . 

"After  sitting  about  an  hour  in  the  library  .  .  .   **   . 
went  to  dress,  and  punctually  at  half-past  six  wen  ■ 
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toocA  by  the  bell  to  dinner.  ...  At  half-past  eight  we 
Kjouie<i  the  ladies  in  the  library,  which  seems  U>  lie  the 
mly  Biuiug-room  ;  at  nine  we  had  tea  and  coff^p,  and  at 
alf-I)iiat  t*n  wont  to  bed.  ,  .  .  What  has  struck  mc 
>st  lixiny  in  Mias  Edgeworth  herself  is,  her  uneoaunon 
'  ijnivknosB  of  perception,  her  fertility  of  allusion,  Kud  the 
great  n'sonrces  of  fact  whidi  «  remarkable  memory  8U[k 
plica  to  her,  eombinrd  inl*)  a  whole  whieh  I  can  call  noth- 
ing else  but  cxlraordinnry  vivacity.  She  certainly  talks 
qaite  as  well  as  Lady  Delacour  or  Lady  Davenant,  and 
mac^  in  the  style  of  both  of  them,  though  more  in  that 
of  Lady  Davenant.  .  .  . 

"Aug,  22.  —  It  has  l>een  a  rainy  day  to-day.  We 
did  not  really  separate  during  the  whole  day,  from  break- 
,  bat,  al  nine,  until  bedtime,  half  after  eleven.  The  whole 
DC  was  iMissed  in  the  library ;  except  the  brenkfnst, 
hich  waa  protracU'd  to  an  hour*e  length  by  sitting  round 
e  tAble  ;  lunch,  which  is  really  the  dinner  of  most  peo- 
.  and  dinner  itself,  from  half-past  six  to  half- 
ist  eight. 

iliss   Eklgewortli's   conversation  was  always  ready, 

B  full  of  vivacity  and  variety  as  1  can  imagine.     It 

ut,  Um,  DO  less  full  of  gnod-natun.-.     8lie  was  disposed 

I  defend  cveryliody,  even  Lady  Morgan,  as  far  as  she 

„  tboagh  never  so  fitr  as  to  bo  unreasonable.    And  Id 

lier  intercourse  with  her  family  she  was  quite  delightful ; 

cefetring  constantly  to  Mrs.  Edgeworth,  who  seems  to  be 

•  authority  in   all   matters  of   fact,  and   most  kindly 

■aling  jokes  to  her  infirm  aunt,  Misa  Sneyd.  who  can- 

T  them,  antl  who  seems  to  have  for  her  the  mo«it 

d  affection  and  admiration. 

1  herself,  as  nu  author,  she  seems  to  baye  no 

i  or  aecrets.     .Slie  spoke  with  great  kindness  ud 

brought  to  her   from  Ur.  . 
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boclj,'  explaining  some  poBsoge  in  his  review  of  ' 
wliiph  bad  troubled  lier  from  i«  alluaioD  to  her  t 
'  but,'  she  added,  '  Dobod;  con  know  what  1  owe  t 
father:  he  adviaed  and  directed  me  in  every  i 
never  could  have  dope  any  thing  without  liim. 
are  things  I   caDDot  he   mistaken   about,  tboogh 
I>eopIe  can,  —  I  know  lliem.'    As  she  said  Ihia  tl 
stood  in  her  eyes,  and  her  whole  persoa  was  moved. 

"  Of  '  Helen,'  she  said  that  it  wus  a  recent  coocc 
altogether,  first  imagined  about  two  years  befoi'e  i 
printed.  The  CoUingwoods.  she  said,  wei 
part  of  it :  she  put  tlicm  in,  tJiiuking  to  make  aomet 
of  them,  but  was  diaajipointed,  and  there  they  stuck; 
could  not  get  them  out  again.  Many  parta  of  It  i 
much  altered :  two  only  were  printed  just  us  tlicy  \ 
first  put  ou  poper,  with  hardly  Uie  correction  of  a  « 
—  Lady  Davenuut*s  i-onversation  with  lleleti  in  tlie 
pbaelon,  and  Lady  Cecilia's  conveisation  wiUi 
towania  the  cud,  telling  her  all  that  had  liappeued  du) 
their  separation.  These  two  jjortlons  she  said  she  i 
tatert  to  her  sister  Lucy,  whom  she  lepresented  to  t 
person  of  sure  taste.  She  dictntetl  these  pnrtJi'uU 
sages  because,  as  they  were  to  represent  nan-ativc  <■' 
sntion,  she  tliought  this  mode  of  com]x>sing  Uiom  * 
give  them  a  more  natural  air ;  and  whenever  her  a: 
pen  hesitated,  she  altered  the  wort!  at  once.  '  So,' 
she,  '  all  that  turned  out  right ;  and  I  waa  very  glad  o 
for  Lucy's  sake  aa  well  as  my  owu.' 

"'Taking  for  Granted,'  she   told  me,  was  skot 
very  roughly  about  fifteen  years  ago ;  and  t 
employed  iu  working  it  entirely  over  again,  and  brinf 
it  out.     She  was  curious  to  know  wimt  instances  I  bai 
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rw  wlloeesed  of  persons  suifering  from  '  takiog  for 
ranted  '  what  proved  fukc.  and  desired  me  quite  ear- 
estly.  and  many  times,  to  write  to  ber  about  it ;  '  for,' 
ke  added,  'you  would  Iw  surprised  if  you  kuew  how 
well  I  pick  up  in  this  way.'  —  'The  story,'  she  said, 
most  Ijrgin  liglitly,  nncl  the  early  instances  of  mistake 
light  be  comic ;  but  it  must  end  tragically.'  1  told  her 
was  sorry  for  it.  ■  Well,'  sai'l  she,  '  I  can't  help  it :  it 
iBst  be  8o.  The  liest  I  can  do  for  you,  is  to  leave  it 
Bite  uncertain  whether  it  is  possible  the  man  who  is  to 
B  my  victim  can  ever  Iw  happy  again  or  not.' 

"  But  neitlier  '  Helen  '  nor  '  Taking  for  Granted.'  slie 

ltd,  is  the  suliject  she  should  be  glad  to  write    nlNtiit, 

nd  write  abont  with  Uie  most  interest.     It  is  something 

anocti'd  with  the  religious  and  political  parties  that  are 

aiDg  Ireland,    *my  poor  Ireland.*  —  ■  But,'  she  went 

■  '  It  won't  do.     Few  would  listen,  and  those  tliat  woulil 

len  would  do  it  to  serve  their  own  purposes.    It  won't 

;  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  very  aori-y.' 

"  But.  though  she  talked  thus  freely  about  beraelf  and 

r  irorks,  she  never  introduced  the  snbject,  and  never 

tenml  glad  to  continue  it.     She   talked   quite  as  well, 

nd  with  quite  as   much   interest,  on   every  thing  elae. 

Bde«d,   tliough    I  watched  carefully  for  it,  1  could  not 

lelect,  on  the  one  side,  any  of  the  mystification  of  au- 

fcorsklp,  nor.  on  the  other.  a»y  of  it«  vanity.  .  .  .  Tbe 

natiuued  tone  of  conversation,  however,  with  her  un- 

ivhsble  vivacity,  was,  1  think,  —  continued  as  it  was 

ao  long  a  day, — a  little  fatiguing  to  her.     She 

just  the  snme  to  llie  last  moment,  just  as  ijuick  in 

I,  and  just  as  gay  in  her  allusions  and  remarks ; 

ber  countenance   showed  that  her  phj'sical  strength 

hardly  equal  to  it.     Indeed,  she  is  of  a  f«.'ble  con- 

Atutlon  naturally,  though  for  the  last  two  years  she  has 
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,  who  I 


gained  strength.  It  was,  therefore,  something  of  ■  t 
to  talk  60  brilliantly  and  variouiil;  as  she  did,  Trnm  I 
la  the  morning  till  past  elevijn  at  night. 

'^ Stndat/,  Aug.  23. — To-iliiy  wua  more  quiet; 
less  interesting  or  agreeaMe  than  yesterday,  but  I 
exciting.  We  went  to  church  with  tho  fumily, 
seemed  Kplsrapalinns  in  principle  and  practice. 
Edgeworth  carried  her  favorite?  prayer-book  in  i 
ease,  and  knell  and  made  all  the  rcBponses  very  deroitl 
The  church  is  small,  but  ueat:  and  tlieir  pew  la  the  ptue 
of  honor  Id  it,  with  a  canopy  and  recess  na  large  aa  any 
two  other  pews.  ...  On  one  side  o(  the  altar  «ras  a 
small,  plain,  oval  tablet,  to  the  memory  of  their  grand- 
father, bearing  no  inscriplioD  bui  his  name,  and  the  time 
of  bis  bii-th  and  death ;  and  on  tlie  otJier  side  irna  c 
exactly  like  it,  ...  to  their  father,  who  died  in  isy 
The  whole  had  the  aii'  of  decency  and  reverence  I 
ought  always  to  bi'  found  in  a  village  churcb  ;  bat  t 
Bermon  was  Calviuistic,  fram  a  young  man.  and  the  coit- 
gregatiou  very  amoll,  making  a  alrikiiig  contrast  to  the 
congregation  which  poured  out  from  the  Culholic  chaptl 
in  the  neighborhood,  so  as  to  fill  and  throng  the  hid 
way. 

"The  Edgeworths  have  idwajrs  been  <m  the  i 
kindly  terms  with  their  Catholic  neighbore  and  tenantrj. 
But,  like  many  other  Protestants  whom  I  have  met.  thej 
feel  rather  uncomfortably  nt  the  encroaching  spirit  wliid) 
the  Emancipation  Bill  has  awakened  in  the  whol*^  C'atlx^ 
lie  population  of  the  island,  and  llie  exclusive  character 
and  lone  assumed  by  the  priests,  who  have  every  day,  ** 
they  assure  me,  more  and  more  the  air  of  claiming  su|*" 
riority ;  especially  where,  as  in  tlie  case  of  Edgewort!* 
town,  the  old  priests  have  been  removed,  and  JusuiU 
placed  in  Iheij'  stead. 


I  time 

:i 

•  «MH      I 

10  the 
lantlj-     ■ 
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"  After  Innch  —  there  ia  only  one  service  in  the 
idtun.-h  —  Mis3  Rdgewurtli  showed  me  a  good  many 
aianalMen  fn*m  Dtitiiont, — one  in  particular,  giving 
I  ncfoaut  of  Mine,  de  StAel's  visit,  in  1413.  to  Lord 
Bilowne  at  Bowoo"!.  for  a  week,  wlien  Maekintosh, 
toinilly.  Selilegvl,  Rogers,  and  a  quantity  more  of  dis- 
linguisbcd  people,  were  there;  but  Miss  Edgoworth  de- 
fined, not  feeling  apparently  willing  to  live  in  a  state  of 
Hitinnal  exhibition  for  so  long  a  time.  It  wan,  how- 
iver,  very  brilliant,  and  was  most  brilliantly  desorilieil  hy 
Pntnont.  One  thing  amused  me  very  much.  Mme.  de 
Stacl,  who  had  just  t>een  reading  the  ■  Tales  of  Fash- 
eiinlile  Life,' — then  recently  puhliahcd, — with  great 
miration,  said  to  Dumont  of  Miss  Edgcworth,  'Vnu- 
Kiit  die  (tait  digne  de  I'cuthousiasme,  mais  elle  ae  [)ck1 
I  votre  triste  utility.'  It  seemed  to  delight  Misa 
feworth  excessively,  and  it  waa  to  show  mt;  this  that 
e  looked  up  the  letters. 

**  lu  the  evening  she  showed  me  her  long  correspond- 

ce  with   Sir  Walter  Scott,  —  at  least    his   i»art  of   it. 

she  waa  in  Edinburgh,  in   1823,  L)idy  Scotl  ex- 

1  her  surprise  tiiat  Scott  and  Miss  Edgeworth  had 

t  met  when  Miss  Edgeworth  waa  in  Edinburgh  in  1803. 

Why,'  said  Hh  Walter,  with  one  of  his  queer  looks,  '  yoo 

^t,  my  dear,  Miss  Edgeworth  was  not  a  lion  tbeu; 

I  my  mane,  you  know,  was  not  grown  at   all.'     She 

bU  many  stories  of  him ;  all  showing  an  admiration  for 

,  ud  a  personal  interest  in  him  and  bis  fame,  which 

ta  delightful  to  witness  in  the  only  [x-rson  that  could 

KTO  been  fancied    his    rival.     During   the   evening  sb« 

»  very  agreeable,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  it  very 

Qllant  with  repartee :  so  that  we  sat  Inle  together,  not 

nting  until  midnight.     Every  thing  shows  tliat  her 

d  ia  as  active,  and  as  capable  of  producing  '  Ennui.' 


mt  bov  to  open.  shut,  and  liM 

1  Uic  drraAing-glaas,  at  wliicb  I 
loniiugs,  is  Bomewliat  of  a  myatei] 

!  Ill  gouural  r<>r;  ruuvcnient  ah' 

liouKe;  thou^;!),  us  ftsewtii^n; 
atit  of  English  cxaotnc-ss  and  tiniid 
matU-rs,  cvi-ii  if  earned  udcU  fi 
would  )>c  mvro  trifli-a  in  the  midst 
hospitality,  nnd  iDtvllectual  pleasiq 
der,  ns  wc  enjoyed  uuder  their  roo( 
so  nliuudant  that  they  have  oftca' 
friends  come  u]xiq  tlium  unexpectfl 
WHS  much  larger  thiiu  it  is  now. 

The  pleasure  of  this  visit  wa 
for  Miss  Edgewortli  wrote  of 
gratilicd  by  the  visit,  and  ititeret 
fine  mind  and  conveniation. 
visit  to  Iielaiiil  in  1835,  Miss 
friend :  — 

"  1  have  ijeen  acquainted,  and  1 
with  some  of  the  most  distingnishi 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Swit» 
and  heard  all  those  distinguished  for 
—  I'alleyrand.  Dumont,  MackinU 
Stewart,  Erakino,  Sir  Walter  Soot 
Mr.  Sliarpe,  the  fasbionable  ditini 
have  passed  days  in  the  country'^ 
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a  intitDacy  of  eonie  of  them :  odiI  after  all  I  can,  iritb 
rt  t4'alli,  aesure  you  timt  Mr.  Ticknor's  cooversation  ap- 
pCMvl  lu  nte  fully  on  iin  equiUity  with  Ihe  most  oilniired, 
I  happy,  apposite  ri'adincss  of  recollection  nnil  approcia- 
1  of  knowledge,  in  stores  of  ancetlot^s,  anil  in  «nse  in 
poducing  them  ;  and  in  doptlis  of  reflection  not  inferior 
0  Uuwe  we  have  beeii  aceualomed  to  consider  our  deepest 
binkers.  But  what  interested  and  attracted  us  was  the 
lOter  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  the  moral  worth  and  truth  which 
1  him.     We  feel  that  we  Lave  made  a  friend  in 


Miss  Edgeworth  was  always  pleased  to  make 
nds ;  but  she  had  not  that  disagreeable  character- 
tic  of  modern  literary  people, — a  desire  to  meet  new 
K>ple,  and  make  new  con(|tiests,  aud  an  inordinate 
ipacity  for  being  bored  by  old  friends,  who  were 
>t  literary,  or  sufficiently  useful  in  helping  one  on 
a  career.  Her  affectionate  heart  was  as  strong  an 
ement  of  character  as  her  clear,  active  brain.  In 
she  wrote :  — 

*'  In  tills  world  in  which  I  have  lived  nearly  three-qnar- 
ra  of  a  century,  I  have  found  nothing  one  quarter  ao 
>U  worth  living  for  aa  old  friends." 

The  following  letter  to  Mr.  Pealwdy  will  serve  to 
low  the  amiable  and  sincere  nature  of  Maria.  She 
It  pained  by  something  he  had  written ;  but  on 
eeiving,  through  Professor  Ticknor,  an  assurance 
ftt  hia  allusion  in  the  review  of  "  Helen  "  had  been 
isuiidcrHtiiod  by  her.  she  hastened  to  reply  to  hia 
letter  in  these  wonb:  — 
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EDO  swot 
Deaii  Sm,  —  I  I«vr!  reocm-rf  ll 
trttrr  wblcb  i,'oo  Bctil  mii  liy  Mr. 
ate,  wlwU-ver  pain  I  felt  lua  t>L><ra 
i;rmtituiie  anil  of  esteem  for  yom 
Itjr  anil  iNilitennM  wtll  remain,  aa  ]< 
Laat  Fi'limnrj-  1  wrote  to  Toil, 
tiou  I  liail  Telt,  Iwitli  f or  j-our  aake 
■  v»n'  (■iiDilicI  and  nolilv-minilMl 
to  tbp  px-govcrnor  Winllirop,  wid 
Cnniior  is  not  always  uniteil  vitb 
enta.     Uiifoilunat«ly,  tlw  liahit 
tile  ni^ocBoity,  aa  aome  narrow  mil 
*a  opinion  once  expressed,  malo 
very  raw.     We  the  more 
geoualy  a|)|)Oura.     I  beg  you  to 
prnilenUy  of  itie  graU'ful  feelings 
in  my  mind  on  my  father's  acvoi 
a  just  BMise  of  your  eomtiiet  na 
judge  of  moral  aa  well  as  literary 
your  feelings  aa  those  of  a  true 
me  great  pleasure  to  see  a  review  I 
Education," 

Wlicu  I  wrote  to  you  last  Febr< 
wrol«  orders  to  a  bookseller  in  Lo 
by  muuia  of  my  friend  Mr.  Gen 
my  father's  "Professional  Edu< 
Boads  and  Wheel-Carriages,"  t 
{ale)  Tcllograph."  I  hot>e  these 
aa  tokeus  of  my  respect  and  rcgan 
my  fotlwr'a  {»ic)  mem",  or  woul 
there  «re  any  other  liooks  of  ours, 
Author,  which  you  wish  to  bavfi, 
in  Bending  them  to  you ;  and  I  d 
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good-vnll  is  very  export  and  cfllciect  at  that 
1  wish  you  to  Icuow,  air  (and  I  hope  it  is  from 
not  iin[iropcr,  pritk  the  wmh  aiisoa) ,  that  I  never, 
I  the  whole  wurse  of  my  life.  rcmoii8trat«d  agaiiisL 
iticistn,  or  took  any  notice  of  attacks  mode  in  reviews 
poD  my  father  or  rayacif  ;  bat  1  naa  persuiulLnl  tliut  you, 
om  the  whole  tone  of  your  publiealiou,  aud  of  the  arti- 
e  in  which  you  mentioned  my  fatlier.  were  oidy  tin(]or 
Tor,  and  not  willing  to  wound.  Thereroi*  I  expreeaed 
J  seulimenis  in  a  private  letter  to  a  friend,  and  was 
ittinius  ttiat  you  should  he  tlioroughly  informed  and  aet 
^il,  lielieving  that  you  would  act  as  you  have  ttotie. 
You  mentioned,  with  becoming  iudiguutioii,  a  certain 
iview,  published  fourteen  yeara  ago,  on  my  father's 
etnoira.  The  honest  wanntli  of  yuur  expression,  a 
hnttal  rfvirw,"  roused  my  curioeity.  I  had  never  read 
.  At  tlie  time  it  came  out  my  friends  advised  me  not  to 
ok  at  it ;  assuring  roc  that  it  was  not  worth  my  while 
I  read,  or  theirs  to  answer  it.  I  had  determined  never 
I  answer  any  literary  attacks;  and  I  was  assured  by 
DOC  on  whom  I  could  best  de|>end.  that  this,  from  its 
alignanry.  and  from  its  total  want  of  merit  of  any  kind, 
DUld  do  no  injuiy  to  my  father's  memory.  I  never  read 
e  review  till  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  then  it  was  in  conse- 
Mtice  of  your  mention  of  it. 

I  rejoic«  now  that  I  did  not  read  it  at  the  time.  It  came 
It  so  soon  after  my  father's  death,  1  might  have  lieen 
irt  by  it,  and  mi^lit  have  been  ui'ged  by  the  feelings  of 
«  moment  to  reply,  and  thus  have  prevented  it  from 
Uiug  into  that  public  contempt  in  which  it  has  sunk. 
Wore  it  at  all  worth  while,  I  could  give  you,  air,  for 
Htr  private  satisfaction,  irrefrngalile  jiroof  of  the  false* 
lod  of  many  of  the  assertions  made  by  that  auonymooa 
rher.     But  1  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary. 
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W»  bxvv  had  gT«u  plManre  In  i 
plklinl  mmI  uniatilc  countryniM 
Mnc.  Tu'lEnar.  worthjr  of  tiim ; 
ao>l  (■lr*sMiT  to  hw  [irmnwf  that  1 
Ti«ii  :iItiT  hv  bos  (inish<-<l  hit  int«'n< 
the  ct)Dlii>«ul  of  Europv,  util  bcf( 
k».  Wb«>  he  kni'W  bil-  only  by 
BrinI,  I  WM  liigkly  gniLificfl  by  hw 
to  RNBe  Ui  Eil^worihstoirti  to  n 
bat  lukvin;  made  tt,  anil  li&ving  i 
(kntSy.  hu  kiad  deterniinatioii  U 
iafiaiK^y  uotc  gntifyiD<;. 

U»y  w«  bope,  «ir,  UuU,  if  you  : 

vmtuie*,  yen  will  Iri  tin  Iwve  Um 

TDuf    And  m  tlii>  locan  tinif,  wi] 

Bot  in  ncn  ccmmon  phrase,  bat  in 

Y<Nir  obltgwl  niid  g 

n  tkf  B>T.  W.  B.  O.  PunoDT, 
E)|Bt^U4.  ium..  umkA  Sum*  Am 

Mk.  Fiu-rar  made  a  visit  this  | 
worth.  She  also  vas  impressed 
bos}^talily.  and  her  observatii 
Uuia  wrote  at  oac«  on  1 
visit  her;  — 


Kdoewobi 
XHam  Maiijui.  —  I  hasten  to  r 
Farrar  that  we  r«-l  highly  h 
kitui  intention  of  guying  ns  a  ^ 
desiTM  me  to  say  that  we  shall  be  t 
and  wo  shall  be  most  happy  lo  i 
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mng  frienci.  Mr.  Vi ,  any  day  after  the  5lh  which 

ay  be  moat  convenient  to  you.  M'e  say  after  the  5tL, 
>CMise  on  Uie  5tJi  my  sister  (Ilurriot)  Mi's.  Buller,  and 
ir  husband,  the  Ittfv.  Utr.  Butli^r.  will  eome  tu  ua;  and 
dc)>endi;ntly  of  Uie  iileosure  they  will  huve,  I  am  sun-,  in 
nr  aociety.  I  own  I  wisii  Ihiit  ynti  shuuld  Ix'coniv  ao- 
isinUt)  witli  tlii-m,  cspecmllyns  we  are  unlueky  at  IhiA 
DQient  in  not  hjiiing  any  of  my  brntliere  at  home.  My 
uther>iii-lnw.  Mr.  Itntler,  19,  as  you  wdl  fliid,  a  man  of 
cntarc  and  learning:  besides  bemg  all  that  you  will 
X  ta  other  res|>ecta,  from  the  tnitb  and  rectitude  and 
nplidty  of  bis  eliaracter. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  tlic  letters  you  were  so 
KXt  M  to  enclose  to  rac.  Of  all  our  friends  iu  Boston 
id  Cambridge,  wo  shall,  I  hope,  have  time  to  inciuins 
ztber  and  to  converse. 

There  was  only  one  tlung  in  yonr  letter  which  did  not 

re  ns  {ilcasure  1  and  we  trust  that  after  your  arrival, 

kI  after  you  have  had  some  hours  to  reflect,  and  a  night 

quietly  to  sleep  upon  it.  you  will  repent  and  recant,  and 

^re  up  your  cruel  purpote  of  giving   us  only  one  day, 

wMtB.  Edgeworth  will  remonstrate  with  you,  I  think,  more 

HVeotnally  than  I  can  1  and  in  the  mean  time  I  promise  to 

Hblow  you  till  Uie  morning  after  your  arrival  to  become 

'nfllciently  aei|uaint(Hl  with  the  ways  of  the  house  and 

family,  before  I  turn  to  you,  as  1  aliall  (1  warn  you)  at 

hrrakfasU  for  yonr  ullimatum. 

I  am,  dear  madam  (for  tlie  present). 

Your  much  obliged  and  grateful 

Maria  EuoewoBm. 
'.  S.  —  It  must  increase  my  interest  iu  making  yonr 
inlance.  my  dear  Airs.  Fiirmr,  U>  know  thai  you  an 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  R ,  whose  tolvuta  I  wltii  gi«al 
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reason  admire,   and  for  whose   kiodness  and   : 
lettera  I  liave  eqnally  great  reason  to  be  grateful. 

"The  cordiality  and  frnnkness  of  this  letter  mmte  na 
all  desirous  of  visitiug  the  writer.     We  were  mueli  struck 
with  the  manner  in  which  ilre.  Edgeworlli  was  inenlioned 
and  made  of  importance  as  the  hidy  of  the  house,  whva  d 
whole  [ilace  was  the  proijerly  of  Miss  h^lgewortli,  and  4 
was  at  least  thirty  years  older  [s<c]  tbau  her  step-motliei 

Her  brother  had  become  so  cniltan'a^sed  iti 
affairs  as  to  be  obliged  to  bbU  his  patrimonial  esta 
and,  to  prevent  its  passing  into  the  haods  of  slri 
gers.  Miss  Edgewortb  had  bought  it,  and  made 
step-motlier  mistress  of  the  estabtishment,  whilst  t 
lived  with  her  as  ft  daughter. 

"  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  see  the  sister  of  t 
of  Mr.  Edgeworth's  wives,  —  one  helonging  to  the  s 
period,  and  dressed  in  the  same  style,  as  the  lovely  Uunon. 
She  did  not  appear  till  lunch-time,  when  we  found  her 
seated  at  the  table  in  a  wheel-chair,  on  aceotjut  of  her 
lameness.     She  reminded  me  of  the  pictures  of  the  c 
beauties  of  the  time  of  Louis  XIV,     Her  dress  was  t 
elegant,  and  very  elalmrale.     Her  white   hair  1 
effect  of  powder,  and  the  stnicture  on  it  defles  clescripti< 
A  very  white  throat  was  set  oil  to  advantage  by  a 
black  velvet  riblmn.   fastened   liy  a  jewel.     The  1 
lace  rufiles  nliont  her  neck  and  elljows,  witli  a  long-walsl 
Bilk  dress  of  rich  texture  and  color,  produced  an  c 
that  was  quite  bewitching.     She  was  wonderfully  i 
preserved  for  a  l.idy  of  over  eighty  years  of  age.  at. 
was  jileaaant  to  see  the  great  attention  paid  lo  ht-r  b 
the  family.     She  was  rather  deaf :  so  I  was  seatnl  by  I 
side,  and  rtvjueatcd  to  address  my  cooverMlMm  lo  I 
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When  Innrti  wns  over,  she  irns  wheeled  into  the  library, 
■ii|ii«l  herself  inukiog  a  cotton  net  to  put  over  the 
VoU-fniit,  to  keep  il  from  tlie  birds.  It  was  worth  a 
ley  to  Edge  worths  I  owu  only  to  see  thia  elegant  speci- 
of  old  age. 

VTben  shown  to  our  bedroom,   we   round  such   an 
ilinory  lock  on  the  door  timt  we  dared  not  shut  it 
r  fcAT  of  not  l)cing  able  to  open  it  again.     That  room, 
o,  was  unlike  any  other  I  ever  saw.     It  was  very  large, 
itli  Oiivo  htige  windows,  two  of  Uiem  lieavily  eurtained ; 
th«  third  converted  into  a  small  wanlroI>c,  with  doora 
'  pink  cotton  on  a  wooden  frame.     It  liad  two  very  ]arg« 
iar-po«t(xI  bedsteads,  with  full  suits  of  curtains,  and  an 
'use  foldiug-aereen  that  divided  the   room   in  two, 
ing   each   oocuptuit   as   private   as    if   in    a  separate 
in,  wiUi  ft  dresaiiig-tahte  and  ample  wasliiu);  convcn- 
OM  on  each  side.     A  large  grate  filled  witli  turf,  and 
ready  for  lighting,  with  a  great  basket  lined  with  tio, 
ukI  ulito  filled  witli  the  same  fuel,  reminded  us  strongly 
that  we  were  in  IrelancL     Lni^  wax  candles  were  on  the 
atant4-t|neee,  and  every  convenience  necesaary  to  our  com- 
fort." 

Miss  Edgcworth  was  very  short,  '"and  carriod  hex- 
•olf  very  upright,  with  a  dapper  figure  an<I  quick 
movements.  Hhc  was  the  remains  of  a  blonde,  witfa 
light  eyes  and  hair:  she  was  now  gray,  but  wore  a 
dark  frisette,  whilst  the  gray  hair  showed  through  ber 
cap  behind.  .  .  . 

*'  in  conversation  we  found  her  delightful.  She  wm 
full  of  aoe(xlot«s  about  remarkable  )H.>ople,  and  often 
•puke  from  her  personal  knowleilge  of  them.  Her  memo- 
ry, boo,  was  storotl  with  valuable  information ;  and  her 
manner  of  narrating  was  so  animatetl  that  it  waa  ditBcull 
to  Ktdize  her  age.     In  telling  au  aneiiiote  of  Uirabean, 


abe  ttBpped  oat  befon  Ut  aadt 

Bpolra  s  sentenoe  ot  his  in  the  linp«A»ed  snnaer  ^-i 

j^eoch  orator,  and  did  it  w  •dminMy  tliat  it  WM  ^(riti 


They  made  a  visit  to  &b  -rilU^  to  see  tiie  atduxdl 
and  improTementB  in  the  buiUinga  made  hj  tha 

family. 

"  It  was  market-day :  so  ttie  main  street  waa  fnD  «( 
the  lower  order  of  Irish,  with  their  bonea  and  cuts,  saaM 
and  paoniers,  taUea  and  stands  foil  of  eatablea  and  aifr 
des  of  clothing.  Sometimes  the  cart  or  car  served  ai. 
a  counter  on  which  to  display  their  goods.  The  womaa 
in  bright-colored  cotton  gowns,  and  white  caps  with  foil 
double  borders,  made  a  very  g&y  appearance.  As  we  all 
passed  through  the  crowd  to  the  schoolbouse,  the  enmitj 
of  the  Papists  to  Protestant  landholders  was  but  too 
evident, 

"Though  Mrs.  Edgeworth  had  been  the  Ladj  Bounti- 
ful of  the  village  for  many  years,  there  were  no  bows  or 
smirks  for  her  and  her  friends,  no  making  way  before 
her,  no  touching  of  hats,  or  pleasant  looks.  A  sullen 
expression  and  a  dogged  immovability  were  on  every 
side  of  us." 

The  suUenness  on  which  Mrs.  Farrar  comments 
was  not  because  the  Edgeworths  had  not  done  their 
very  best  for  the  tenants  and  villagers  around  them. 
It  must  be  attributed  to  causes  which  underlie  all  the 
Irish  diEQciiltie^,  —  difficulties  which  are  too  deep- 
seated  for  discussion  here.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
sympathies  and  interest  of  Miss  Edgeworth  were  all 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  Ireland.     She  was  a  genuine 
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over  of  Ireland,  and  to  her  latest  clay  felt  the  deepest 
ffection  for  the  country  and  the  peojile.  Thongh 
Inglish  on  her  mother's  side,  and  born  in  England, 
le  was  IrUh  in  all  her  sympathies  and  interests ;  and 
jr  life-long  study  was  to  best  promote  the  happijiess. 
'  those  around  her.  She  had  a  visit  during  this, 
one  year  (1836)  from  tlie  Rev.  William  B.  Sprague. 
1  American,  who  left  a  record  of  hia  visit  in  a  book 
lUed  *'  EurofHian  Celebrities,"  published  in  1865. 
le  aayii, — 

*'Ah  tbe  coach  passed  Miss  Edgewortli's  gate,  a  eer- 
int  caroc  out  to  take  tny  lii);gngc ;  but,  lu  the  liol4-l  wiis 
Ud  a  few  rods.  I  preferred  to  kt-i-p  my  sent  until  we 
chwl  It,  and  lite  8<'rvnnl  followed  itie  to  aooompony  me 
It  to  the  hou§e.  The  village  is  as  luiacrable  looking  k 
ct  mt  one  often  sees :  and,  as  it  was  market-day,  I  Iiad' 
R  Ofiportutiity  of  wilnessiiig  the  drgmdiitioD  of  the  whole 
Hindm)!;  populnlinn  to  the  greatpst  ailvantafco.  But  the 
rotlh  Kuiise  was  a  Rne,  spacious  old  mnnsion,  wilii  a 
•ndUl  lawn  slrctchmg  twforc  it,  and  every  thing  to  in- 
Acsle  opulcDCv  and  hereditary  distinclion.  I  do  not  tv- 
BKluber  to  have  seen  what  I  thooght  a  more  beautlfal 
pl*ee  m  ail  Ireland. 

"  Ah  I  {'iitert-d  the  house.  Miss  Rdgcwnrth  was  the  fint 

person  to  meet  me ;  and  she  immediately  iiitFodun-d  mo 

U>  her  mother,  Mrs.  Kdgeworlh,  her  father's  fourth  wife, 

^RDd   her  sister.  Miss   Ilonora   Rd^worth.     Mis*  Kilgo- 

^Bbrtb.  to  ber  [tersonal   appearance,  was  any  thing  but 

^Kmat  I  expected.     She  was  below  the  middle  size ;  her 

face  was  exceedingly  plain,  though  stronfrly  indicative  of 

intvDi'ot ;  and  though  she  seemed  to  possess  great  vigor  of 

'wdy  as  well  aa  of  nilnd.  it  was,  after  all.  the  vicnr  of  old 

iffe.     I  Aupi)fiHi>il  her  to  U*  about  sbcty-llve,  but  I  bcUev* 
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ehe  was  iK-tii.nlly  on  tbe  wrong  side  of  seventy.  Her  stcfh 
mother,  Mm.  Mgewortli,  who,  for  Anghl  i  know,  b  etiD 
liviug,  must  have  been.  I  think,  rather  younger  I 
Marin,  and  was  not  only  e.  lady  of  higU  intelligence,  t 
of  great  personal  attractions,  and  withal,  as  I  atlurt 
oscertaiui'd.  of  a  very  Berioua  turn  of  mind.  Aa 
Edgeworth  knew  that  my  visit  waa  to  be  limited  to  a 
day.  ehe  told  me  almost  immediatoiy  that  she  wished  I 
know  in  what  way  she  couLd  eontribiiLe  most  to  my  g 
ficatjon.  —  whether  by  remaining  in  the  houst*,  or  wal 
ing  over  tin-  grounds ;  kindly  suggesting  at  the  same  t 
that  [  liad  lu'lter  first  take  a  litUe  lunch,  and  then  a  litflrl 
'  rest.  She  talked  upon  s  great  variety  of  subjccta,  and  I 
aet  her  down  as  decidedly  one  of  tlie  best  tolkere  I  ever 
met  with.  There  was  nothing  about  her  that  lincl  eves 
any  afflnily  to  showing  off,  or  trying  to  talk  well ;  but  abc 
evidently  did  not  know  bow  to  talk  otherwise.  Sbe 
seemed  to  have  the  most  mature  thoughts  on  every  awib- 
ject;  and,  without  the  semblance  of  effort,  they  took  < 
the  most  attractive  dress.  I  was  not  unwilling  to  1: 
what  she  had  to  say  about  slavery.  She  re|)rohBLt«l  t 
course  of  the  ultra  anti-slavery  men,  as  eminently  atlapl 
to  defeat  its  own  end,  and  n'marked,  tliat  to  give  1 
slaves  liberty  before  they  were  quaiilicd  to  use  it,  wod 
be  only  giving  tliem  liberty  to  starve,  and  perhaps  to  t 
eacli  other's  throats  and  tlie  throats  of  their  masters,  i 
happeued  to  relate  an  anecdote  which  I  had  heard,  of  » 
young  man  In  Edinbui^h  having  read  as  au  exercise  t 
fore  the  Presbytery  a  sermon,  the  substjincc  of  which^ 
had  hcavi)  a  celebrated  clergyman  preach ;  and  it  t 
out  afterwards  that  the  clergyman  himself  b.-wl  t 
from  some  l>ook.  '  Dear  roe,'  said  Miss  Edgcwortb, 
was  like  taking  the  impression  of  a  forged  guii 

"She  spoke  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  with  boundless  n^pc 


n-pTOBentcd  him  as  being  simple  as  a  child,  an<I  im- 

iifttely  added,  that  she  regarded  Ijim,  Sir  James  Mack- 

iLoeh.  Knd  Dr.  Cbanniiig.  as  the  three  finest  nritcra  the 

ge   luul    praluced.     She    spoke    reG[M.-ctrullj   of    many 

.mcricana  who  had  visited  licr,  but  she  thought  the  most 

iroaghly  acoomplished  gcutlcmuti  whom  she  had  seen 

the  I'tiitt-d  Stnt«8  was  Professor  Ticknor.     She  re- 

Cttcd  that  she  had  never  heard  KobiTt  Hall  preach  ;  but 

e  thon^tht  his  published  sermons  were  incomparably  elo- 

icDt.  and  his  character,  as  it  came  out  in  his  life,  trna 

le  of  the  highest  interest,     •Sh<>  talked  a  good  deid  about 

me.  (le  8tael ;    and  though  she  hud  ni!ver  seen  her,  she 

and  admired  her  two  children, — the  Baron  de 

Kocl,  nnd  the  Ducbessc  de  Broglie.     She  8ai<l  that  there 

mild  be  no  doubt  that  she  was  chargeable  with  some  very 

in  her  life,  but  some  allowauce  mnst  be  made 

the  customs  of  tlie  country  :  that  it  was  greatly  in  her 

Dr  that  she  condemned  lier  own  course,  and  inenlcatod 

virtue  n]H)D  her  children  and  others ;  and  that  some 

the  Frenchwomen  seemed  to  her  to  think  thai  Mine. 

I  Stael's  principal  sin  consisted  in  her  re|>enlanc*.     She 

ipressed  great  veneration  for  the  character  of  Mrs.  Han- 

Ji  More,  though  she  thought  that  in  her  old  age  she 

u  a  Uttle  too  puritanical  in  thinking  it  a  loss  of  time  to 

■d  Sir  Walter  Scott's  works.     She  alluded  with  regret 

the  attacks  that  hott  been  made  upon  our  country  by 

ih  travellers,  hut  she  thought  they  were  generally  so 

Jpably  unjust  as  to  carry  tlieir  oivu  antidote  along  with 

em.     She  said  that  Mrs.  Trollo{>c.  with  all  her  bad  be- 

wiar,  was  certainly  very  clever,  that  some  of  her  deserip- 

showed  a  high  order  of  talent;  and  as   for  Capt. 

he  was  at  onco  an  ill-tempered  and  good-nature<l 

lie  had  bis  object  to  answer  in  making  bto 

lud  accomplished  it  a-i  wvll  as  he  could. 
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"She  opeoed  bcr  closet,  and  aski^l  mp  to  notice  tlu 
American  jiiirt  of  licr  library  ;  ami  I  ciljsen,-p<1  it  conusted 
■linijst  entirely  of  books  which  had  been  prcaentwl  by  li 
Unitariiin  frirnds  at  Boston.  .Some  of  her  owa  wo) 
happened  to  be  there  n.lso.  and  she  was  led  to  i 
her  espfrience  with  some  of  her  publinbers.  She  t 
tioneil  that  oao  of  Uieui  hud  repeateiUy  requested  I 
abate  fn)in  the  muduut  wliich  he  !md  I'ngagcd  to  i>ay  fa 
and  tliut  shi!  liud  done  so ;  but  at  length,  after  she  1: 
told  him  es])liritly  to  make  proposals  he  would  abide  I 
he  wrote  her  a  letter,  saying,  that  he  wished  another  a 
meut,  and  that  ho  found  that  on  the  whole  he  had  lost  1 
her  works ;  and  she  then  wrote  him  in  reply,  that  In  c 
sequence  of  the  loss  ho  had  sustained,  she  would  t 
her  publications  U>  other  bauds.  Hb  aftprwiirds  enmea 
requested  that  she  would  estniac  him  for  having  thns 
ten,  and  desired  to  retain  tlie  works  ;  but  nhe  was  In 
ble,  and  he  very  angry.  Her  former  publisher,  she 
when  he  found  himself  dying,  called  for  a  letter  u 
which  waa  then  unQnished.  and  requested  tlutt 
should  be  inserted  a  (iromise  of  tfu  or  twelve  baadi 
pounds  inorL-  than  he  liiul  engngitl  lu  give  her  for  < 
of  bcr  works  ;  for  it  had  Itcim  sn  mut.-li  more  profita 
to  bim  than  be  had  ejcpected,  that  lie  could  not  ( 
peace  till  he  had  done  justly  by  her.  And  his  hrfrs  e 
cuted  his  will  in  accordance  with  this  dying  suggcatUm 

After  walking  about  the  grounds,  and  visiting 
little  church  with  Mrs,  Edgeworth,  they  went  to 
family  vault  of  Edgeworths,  wliere  many  of  ti 
were  laid.  They  "walked  also  to  the  hoiisa  of  t 
old  rector  of  the  church,  who,  I  iiudorstootl, 
worthy  man,  hut  I  judged  not  a  very  stv 
preacher.    We  called  at  two  or  three  of  tho  m 
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>riog  cottages,  which  looked   forlorn   enough,  but 
111  much  better  than  what  I  had  seen  the  day  he- 
re.    I  Boid  to  one  of  the  women,  who  seemed  t<t 
ive   things  around   her  a  little  more  comfortable 
faati  her  neighbors,    '  Vou  seem,  madam,  to  be  quite 
'cU  off  here.'  — '  Yes,  may  it  please  your  honor,'  re- 
>lied  she, '  and  long  life  to  the  family  that  have  made 
H  so."      When   we  returned   from  the  walk.  Mioa 
Idgeworth  had  got  several  letters  of  introduction  in 
iadineas  for  me ;  and  I  had  only  time  to  take  them, 
efore  the  coach  was  at  the  door.     I  had  many  testi- 
lonies  of  Maria   Edgoworth's  kindness  afterwards, 
i  I  corresponded  with  her  as  long  as  she  lived." 
The  death   of  Sophy    (Edgeworth),  the   wife   of 
lol.  Barry  Fox,  whose  marriage  had  been  so  joy- 
illy  announced  some  years  previously  to  Sir  Walter 
tt,  by  Maria,  was  a  great  blow  to   Miss    Edge- 
>rth.     Her  cousin,  Miss  Sophy  Ruxton,  also  died 
this  year. 

Miss  Edgeworth  kept  up  her  spirits  as  bravely  as 
iible,  and  in  the  midst  of  aftliclion  turned  her 
lind  as  well  as  she  could  to  her  remaining  bless- 
jgs.  In  1837  she  learned  Spanish  from  her  sister- 
i-law,  Mrs.  Fnincis  Edgeworth,  and  was  laughed  at 
y  her  brother,  she  wrote,  for  "  learning  a  new  lan- 
aage  at  seventy." 

In  Leigh  Hunt's  "Blue-Stocking  Revels,  or  The 
'east  of  the  Violets,"  which  appeared  first  iu  "  The 
lonthly  Repository."  1837,  there  are  two  mentiona 
lade  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  who  figurea  among  her 
bter  authoresses  who  appear  at  Apollo's  ball.  Of 
bia  poem,  Rogers  said  it  would  Imvc  been  sufficient 
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"  to  set  up  half  a  dozen  young  men  about  town  in  ■ 
reputation  for  wit  and  fancy."  Leigb  Hunt  liiniseU 
saya  of  it,  "It  was  thougtit  by  somebody  that  objec- 
tion was  intended  to  Mrs.  Somerville,  because  it  was 
said  of  her,  — 

"  Instead  of  tbe  little  Loves,  laogbing  at  colleges. 
Round  ber,  in  doctor's  caps,  flew  little  kuowledgea." 

He  says  he  meant  neither  want  of  amiability  nor 
any  disrespect  to  this  learned  lady.  The  whole 
poem  is  meant  as  a  description,  half  jest,  half  ear- 
nest, of  "  what  sort  of  rebuke  Apollo  gave  bis 
nymphs,"  and 

"  Thi>  is 
Of  Phoebus  and  iroman  and  blue'Stockiag  bli&aes." 

The  supper  being  laid,  — 

"  The  genios  that  stood  behind  each  lady's  eliair. 
From  her  dish  took  the  cover ;  when  forth  in  glad  air 
Leaped  a  couple  of  small  meirj  Loves,  who  displayed  — 
What  d'ye  think?— a  new  girdle?  a  busk?  a  new  braid? 
No:  the  sweetest  blue  stockings  that  ever  were  made. 
The  blue  was  a  violet,  fresh  as  first  lore." 

The  poet  then  tells  all  the  ladies,  that,  as  long  as 
they  unite  the  feminine  charms  with  their  knowl- 
edge, — 

"  Even  though  they  may  apeak. 
Not  with  Sappho's  eyes  only,  but  even  her  Greek,"  — 

their  stocking  will  be  violet ,  but  that,  — 

"  If  yon  grow  formal  or  tierce  or  untrue, 

Alas,  gentle  color  t  sweet  ankle,  adieu  I 

Thou  art  changed ;  and  Love's  self  at  the  changing  loc^  bias. 
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the  golden  occasion,  then.    Yon  who  already 
Arv  gcotJe,  remain  »o;  and  you  mho  would  steady 
Tour  nuluivs,  and  mend  them,  and  maMe  out  your  call 
To  be  imn's  Wsl  comp&nioiia,  be  such,  once  for  all. 
And  mnember  Uiat  nobody,  woman  or  man, 
Sver  charmed  the  next  agvi,  since  nriting  began, 
Who  thought  hy  slirewd  dealing  sound  fame  to  arrive  at, — 
Bad  one  face  in  print,  and  another  in  private." 

After  naming  several  of  the  now  almost  unknown 
f^relists  snd  celebrated  poetesses,  — 

"  At  the  sight  of  Miw  Edgeworti,  he  said, '  Here  comes  one, 
As  sincere  and  as  kind  as  lives  under  the  sun ; 
Kot  poetical,  eh  ?  nor  much  given  to  insist 
On  ntilities  not  in  utility's  list 
(Things,  iievvrthelesa,  without  which  the  large  heart 
Of  tny  world  would  but  play  a  poor  husk  of  a  part) : 
But  most  truly,  within  her  own  sphere  syni pathetic, — 
And  that's  no  menu  help  towards  the  praetic-poutic' 
Tlien.  smiling,  he  said  a  most  singular  ihiug, — 
lie  thanked  her  for  ntaking  him  'saving  of  string  I ' 
Bui  tor  fear  she  should  fancy  he  didn't  approve  her  in 
Hatters  more  weighty,  praised  much  her  ■  MantEUvring ;  * 
A  book  which,  if  aught  could  pierce  crmiiums  so  dnuse. 
Might  supply  cunning  folks  with  a  little  good  sense. 
And  her  Irish  (he  added)  poor  souls !  so  impressed  him. 
Ha  knew  not  if  most  tJiey  amused  or  distressed  Uim. 

No  fault  had  Nfiss  Ferri«r  to  find  with  her  lot, 

She  wu  hailed  by  tlie  gud  as  the  'lauded  of  Scott." 

In  Apollo's  description  of  Lady  Morgan,  Hunt  is 
▼ery  clever,  — 

"Hn.  lUU  may  say  -oh  I 'and  Miw  Edgeworth  'flel* 
But  my  lady  vrill  kjiow  all  iLa  what  and  th«  why." 
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At  tlic  supper,  he  ndtU, — 


-  Tm  luld  Umt  Mm*  K-lgowortli 

The  diuuvli  (mm  Uurdiag-^choul  vr  ti| 

describiDg  the  merry  tallc. 

Miss  Edgeworth  urged  the  rot 
saving,  — 

'*  Wc  wv  very  oaffert  very  anxiot 
onr  bfttiiL',  rctirpcl  anil  hoiody 
you  wi-rf  lia|ipy  bere  tUiriui;  the  Iw* 
US.  Oil,  jimy,  pray  ootne  to  lu 
from  iiur  world  forever,  —  at  lei 
Consiilrr  my  a^  I  Kiid  Mn.  Mar] 
OMiBidcr  licr.  I  trust  you  will, 
friends,  to  lik«  or  U>  love  us  all  a. 
and  i>niy  prove  to  ua  tliut  you  ni 
to  Kimo  to  Kdp>wortb!(town,  aftei 
quaiuli^]  willi  us,  as  yuu  took  wb€ 
ootborBbiii  jiort  of 

"  Your  affcctig 

Tliis  letter,  written  in  1838, 
she  vraa  iuteresled  iu  these  Aa 
constant  correspondence  was  mi 
but  the  Tickuors  were  not  able  tl 
jxiends. 

She  lost  one  friend  in  Ameriffl 
Mm.  Laranis,  the  Jewish  ladyj 
Edgevrorth  had  been  for  many  yeafl 
terms,  died  in  1838.  This  year 
made  a  visit  to  the  Butlers  at 
was  a  secood  home  to  hart  M 
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sister  Harriet  nod  Mr.  Butler  wan  peculiarly  cor- 
dml.  Mr.  Itutler  wu6  a  cultivated  man,  and  she  had 
confidence  in  his  judgment  and  tatite. 
Dr.  Mackenzie  about  this  time  hiid  mentioned  to 
Miss  Edjjeworth  that  Southey  was  employed  in  work- 
ing tip  materials  for  his  own  life ;  aud  her  reply  wkd 
•ft  follows :  — 

'*  1  thank  you  for  telling  me  that  Southey  ia  engaged 
1  literary  biography.  His  *  Life  of  Nelson  '  is  one  of 
!  finest  pieces  of  biogrnpby  I  know.  I  bave  sl-cu  its 
IbffecU  on  many  young  niiiiilij.  I  hud  the  lioiior  of  meet- 
falg  Mr.  Soutlit-y  soino  years  since  at  a  mutual  friend's, 
J)r.  Holluuirs,  in  London.  Itut  such  is  tlie  nature  of 
;that  sort  of  town  inU-rcour«e,  that  ?  Iiad  not  oppoitunity 
Df  hearing  much  of  hia  conversation. '  itl  ^e  none  of  mine : 
efore  1  can  hardly  presume  that  '■-  reraembeiv  me, 
Sut  I  would  wish  to  convey  to  bim,  thn'hgli  you,  the  true 
CX])rt;s8iiin  of  my  re3]M;ct  for  bis  character,  aud  the  odmira- 
tiuu  (if  Ilia  talents  and  of  the  use  be  has  made  of  them." 

Southey,  in  replying  to  Dr.  Mackenzie,  says, — 

"I  rewiUect  hearmg  of  Miss  Edgewortli  at  Dr.  Hoi- 
's, hut  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  her  there ;  bat 
I  very  well  remember  seeing  her  more  than  once  at  Clifton 
fai  1800,  at  which  time  her  father  said  to  me,  'Take  my 
I  for  it.  sir,  your  gcniua  is  for  comedy.'  He  formed 
t  opinion.  1  believe,  from  Bome  of  the  Nondescripts, 
I  one  or  two  Ballada  which  hod  just  then  appeared  in 
^The  Annual  Autliology.'  This,  1  think,  will  be  worth 
mUoning  in  the  preface  to  the  Ballotls.  When  you 
e  to  Misa  Edgewortli.  present  my  thanks  for  her  obli- 
[  mcaange,  and  aay  that  I  am  pleased  at  heiug  remem- 
bered by  Iht." 
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la  1839  Honora  Edgeworth  mariiod  Hir  FiaiJ 
Beaufort,  often   mentioned  by  Hiss  Edgcworiha 
earlier  years.     He  was  the  brother  of  Mrs. 
worth,  her  step-mother,  and  distinguished  aa  hjd 
rapher  of  the  navy ;  and  he  held  the  rauk  of  adm 
at  his  death.     He  was  a  most  amiable,  higb-pri: 
pled,  and  accorajilished  officer. 

In  1839  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  writing  to  Mrs.  1 
nor,  who  had  described  U}  her  their  home  and  libn 
answered  in  her  animated  and  sympathetic  mam 

"Who  talks  of  Boston  in  a  voice  eo  sweet? 
wishes  lo  see  me  there  ?  to  show  tbeir  home,  tlielr  Ubrfl 
their  country  ?  1  have  been  there,  have  aat  in  tlie  lilu 
too,  and  l/ivugkt.  and  thought  it  alt  eharmtug  I 
into  the  country,  as  you  know  the  wiu<iow3  alt  d(M 
saw  down  tliroiig;h  the  vista  of  trees  to  the  qaiel  hay  ■ 
the  beautiful  hills  beyond ;  and  I  watchetl  the  i 
the  setting  sim  lighting  up  country  and  town, 

"  I  met  Sir  Walter  Seott  in  Mr.  Ticknor's  library.  ' 
all  his  l)cnign,  calm  expression  of  counteuaucc.  tiLi  { 
of  genius,  aud  bis  mouth  of  humor ;  such  oa  lie  was  U 
the  life  of  life  was  ^ne,  such  as  geuius  loved  to  si 
anch   OB  American  genius   has   given   liiin    to  Ai 
frieudship,  immortaHzed  in  person  us  in  mind,     fi 
self  I  see,  feeling,  thinking,  and  about  lo  speak,  « 
friend  to  nliom  he  loved  to  speak ;  and  well-plaGcd  a 
hiB  liking,  he  seems,  in  this  congenial  library, 
and  sympathizing. 

' '  But,  my  dear  madam,  ten  thousand  liooks,  almut  i 
thousand  books,  do  you  say,  this  library  contains? 
dear  Mrs.  Ticknor !     Then   1  am  afraid  you  must  I: 
double  rows,  and  that  is  a  plague.     Your  lilmtry  is  thill 
five  by  twtnty-lwo,  you  say.     But,  to  be  sure,  yon  I 
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gfveD  me  Uie  height ;  and  height  may  makp  out  room 
jBDOUgb.  I'ruv  Imvc*  it  measureil  for  ine,  thnt  1  may  drive 
"  is  odious  Udtiou  of  dutihlc  rows  out  of  my  head." 

Thia  portrait  of  Scott  was  painted  by  Leslie 
toin  life,  at  Abl>ot»ford,  by  Mr.  Tickuor's  order, 
b  1824. 

Id  1840  the  adoption  of  the  pcniiy-poat  system 
rather  disturbed  Mi^  Edgeworth,  she  had  so  accu^ 
tomed  herself  to  writing  and  receiving  long  letters 
from  her  friends  and  relatives.  She  also  enjoyed  the 
oking  privilege  from  her  official  friends;  so  that 
il  her  ideas  about  letter-writing  had  to  be  adjusted 
I  meet  the  new  coudition  of  the  mails.  She  made 
He  of  her  long  annual  visits  at  the  Butlers'  at  Trim 
I  tbis  year.  In  writing  Mr.  Ticknor  at  this  time, 
le  asked  him  to  give  her  an  account  of  the  state  of 
Betsphysics  in  America. 

In  the  winter  of  1840-41  Miss  Edgeworth  made  a 
lleasant  visit  in  London.  She  passed  wmc  days  at 
lampstead  Hull,  then  the  home  of  her  friends  the 
tfoilliets.  On  her  way  she  visited  several  friends, 
Dong  them  the  Darwins,  Marcct»,  Romillys,  and 
ttbers.  She  heard  the  following  good  story,  among 
i,  at  this  time,  and,  in  writing  a  friend,  asks.  — 

■'Do  yon  recollect  the  Listory  of  tlie  IriahitiAD  who 
Icdu^  he  lioid  sei'D  anchoviiM  groming  on  the  walU  at 
SibnUtw?  Cballcngpd  a  gDDtleman  for  donliting  him; 
let,  and  Hrvd,  am\  hit  his  man ;  and  when  tbe  man  nbo 
ma  hit  sprang  up  as  be  received  the  shot,  and  the  second 
bservwl,  '  How  he  caiiera  1 '  —  'By  the  powers  !  It  was 
•pcra  i  meant,  'stead  of  anchovies.'  " 
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In  Mrs.  L.  H.  Sigourney'a'  *•  Pleasant  Merooi 
of  Pleasant  Lands,"  jmblished  in  1842,  she  addreaa 
the  following  sonnet  to  Miss  Edgeworth,  and  t 
a  very  affectionate  mention  of  her  acquaintance  v 
her.  She  tnct  her  during  this  winter  in  Loudi 
She  says,  — 


"  To  have  repeatedly  met  and  listened  to  USsa  I 
worth,  seated   familiurly  tritb  her  by  the  fireside,  i 
eeem  to  her  admirers  iu  America  a  sufficient  payiarut  I 
the  hazards  or  croasiug  tlie  AtlautJc.     Uer  conversatM 
like   her  writings,   is  vaiied,  vivacious,   and   deli 
Her  kind  feelings  towards  our  country  are  well  1 
and  lier  forgetfulness  of  self,  and  happiness  in  mal 
others  happy,  are  markwl  traits  in  her  chararter- 
person  is  small  and  delicately  proportioned,  and  her  ni 
ments  full  of  animation.     She  has  tin  aversion  to  h 
her  likeness  taken,  which  no  entreaties  of  her  friends  h 
been  able  to  overcome.     In  one  of  her  notes  she  s 
have  always  i-efosed  even  my  own  family  to  sit  for  i 
porti-ait,  and,  with  my  own  good-will,  shall  never  h 
painted  ;  as  I  do  not  think  it  would  give  either  my  fi 
or  the  public  any  representation  or  expression  of  my  d 
such  ns  1  trust  may  be  more  truly  fiiuml  in  my  writin 
The  ill  health  of  a  lovely  sister,  mnch  younger  tha 
self,  at  whoso  house  in  London  she  was  passing  the  w 
called  foith  such  deep  auxiety.  mitinng  attention, 
fervent  gratitude  for  every  favorable  symptom,  B 
to  blond  features  of  maternal  tenderness  with  si 
foction.     It  is  always  gratifying  to  finii  Lliat  those  n 
superior  intellect  charms  and  euliglitens    ua    have 
hearts  in  the  right  place." 

I  Mra.  L.  n.  Slgmrno;,  AmeriiBD  writor,  ITOI-lKft. 


[To  MIm  Edgcworth.! 
Truthfnl  and  tender  u  thy  pictured  page, 

Flows  on  thy  life ;  Had  it  was  joy  to  mo 
To  hear  thy  welcome  'mid  my  pilgrimage. 

And  seat  me  by  thy  side,  uuchacked  aiid  free. 

For  in  my  own  sweet  Unil  both  youth  aiid  sire. 
The  willing  captiT<?s  of  thy  love  Tcfiiinl, 

Will  of  thy  features  and  thy  form  inquire. 
And  lock  the  transcript  in  their  loving  mind 

And  merry  children,  who,  with  glowing  chmk. 
Have  loved  thy  "  Simple  Susan  "  many  a  day. 

Will  lift  llieir  Pttnii-Bt  eyes  to  hi-ar  me  speak 
Of  hi>r  wtiu  hi>ld  iLeru  oftliiiiea  from  tlieir  play, 

And  eln»>r  prnsa.  as  if  to  share  a  part 
Of  llie  pure  joy  thy  love  enkindled  in  my  heart. 
IK,  Hondsy,  Jaa.  35.  ISll. 


Miss  Mary  Sneyd  died,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  in 

'ebruury  of  1841.  while   Miss  Edgeworth  was  in 

idon.     She  sincerely  mourned  her  deiilh,  and  said 

tfafl  loss  she  vras  to  the  fiiniily,  "Tluit  poor,  ui^ 

ntrtd,  desolate  home  at  Edgeworlhstown ! " 

Hiss  EdgeworUi  visited  her  friend  Gerard  Ralston 

Croydon,  and  on  her  way  home  made  a  stay  io 

ih  Street,  Duhlin,  and  took  Trim,  too,  on  her  way. 

Ibc  urivHl  nt  Edgeworthsfnwii  early  in  the  summer. 

T  her  return  she  remarked,  "  The  more  1  live,  I 

a  more  and  more  the  misery  of  uncultivated  minds. 

id  the  hajipinoss  of  the  cultivated,  when  they  can 

ip  themtielves  free  from  the  literary  and  scientifio 

i  and  party  Bpirit." 
Misa  Edgeworlh  -waa  interested  in  looking  over 
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the  "  Eiwais  "  of  Mile.  M<Slun  i  _ 
autl  other  subjects.  She  r«mitrk 
ing  thn  sUiirs  with  liis  wig.  "~ 
the  Kreiiith  U>  be  a  custouiary  t 

noticed  as  such  nwiiiy  years  L 

The  following  parngrnpU  u  fre 
H.  Prescolt,"  tlie  histuriim. 

''AFanJt  22.  ]84i.  — My  good 
reccivm)  thia  la»t  wet-lc  u  ietUr  fi! 
Oontuining  n  full  trritiipti  od  '  Fen 
whioii  she  lind  just  been  rcading> 
pnmllol  of  the  Kngli§b  aiid  Castilianl 
closing  chapter ;  the  former  as  nut 
enoiitth,  anil  rather  feehle;  Ui«  Lil 
will  quote  two  reiDurks  of  another  I 
oon!ti!i(Uciiee,  Ixith  to  the  imhlio  and 
en ;  uiil  III!  will  surely  have  reuden 
the  <-()ttnj^>  and  tlic  manufactory  to 
thv  throne  in  England,  and  from  Pa| 
Ruaainn  Czar  and  the  Patriarch .  ol 
The  work  will  la«t.'  etc.  It  3\\\\W 
prediclion.  1  shall  bo  pretty  wdl 
other  sentence  is  tovards  the  end 
erwise  an  iiidividuat  ought  cot  to 
voice  should  be  lieard  amidst  the 
praise-  with  vrliit^'li  his  work  baa  been 
This  from  Misa  Cdgcworth. 

"  I  never  worked  for  the  dirty  li 
in  treasuring  up  such  golden  opinions 

Pakenham  Eilgeworth,  who  bad  \ 
in  India,  retiirni'd  home  on  leave  ( 
family  nsscmblcd  :it   Kiigewortha( 
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In  the  itpritig  of  1842  Miss  Edgeworth  was  made  an 
boiiorary  member  of  llie  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

In  June  of  1842  her  friends,  Mr.  and  Mr».  S.  C. 
Boil,  made  a  visit  at  Edgeworthstown.  They  were 
Collecting  materials  for  a  work  on  Ireland.  Their 
dcBcription  of  the  home  of  Miss  Edgeworth  and  its 
surroundings  is  so  good  that  I  insert  it  here :  — 

"The  county  of  Longford  possesses  few  features  of 

i  distinctive   idiaracter.     It   is  generally   Hat.   contiUDS 

!  district  of  bog,  nnd  ita  northern  boundaries  are 

Overlooked  by  remarkably  sterile  mountains.     Its  princi- 

J  town  —  of  the  same  name  —  is  neat,  clean ,  and  well- 

rcred.  It  may  he  distinguished —  and  was  so  described 
tlic  patimable  oomiianioD  with  whom  we  visited  it — aa 
'tbe  Ix-et-paiuted  town  in  Ireland;'  for  the  slioi^a  and 
s  ore  clean  and  trim,  and  partake  very  little  of  the 
legltgpnee  and  Indiffei-ence  to  appearances  eucouutered 
^  generally  elsewhere.  .  .  . 
^^  "Oar  principal  object,  In  Longford  County,  was  to 
tiait  Edgi'woi-thstown,  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  tho  priri- 
Ige  and  ad\-nnlage  of  spending  some  time  in  tho  socie^ 
t  Hisa  Edgeworth.  We  entered  the  neat,  niee,  and 
mty  town  at  cvi'ning :  all  around  ua  bore — as  we  had 
nttcipatt-d  —  tlie  aspect  of  comfort,  cheerfulneas,  good 
^^irder,  prosperity,  and  tlieir  concomitant,  contentment. 
Rtere  was  no  mlatalting  the  fact,  tliat  we  were  in  tlie 
Kightmrhood  of  a  resident  Irish  family,  with  minda  to 
and  hands  to  effect,  improvement  everywhere 
lirilhin  reach  of  their  control. 

"  Kdgcworthstown  may  almost  be  regarded  as  public 
property.     From  tliia  mansion  Iina  issued  so  much  proe- 
I  good  to  Irelajid,  and  not  alone  to  In'land,  but  the 
|lTlliz«d  world ;   it  haa   been   so   long    LLc  residence  of 
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high  intellect,  industry,  well-directed  genins,  and  vlrt 
— tliat  we  violate  no  duty  by  requeating  our  readi 
accompaay  us  tliitlier,  a  place  that,  perhaps.  {)»» 
liLTgi^r  mural  interest  than  any  other  In  the  king<lom. 

"The  dempsno  of  Edgeworthatown  is  Judicionsl 
abundiintiy  ijlantc'd.  and  lUe  dwelling- bouse  is  laig« 
commodious.     We  drove  up  the  avt-nue  at  evening, 
was  ehcering  to  see  the  lights  sparkle  through  the  i 
dowa,  and  to  feel  the  cold  nose  of  the  houae-dog  t 
into  our  hauds  as  an  earnest  of  welcome ;  it  wax  [ 
aiit  to  receive  the  warm  greeting  of  Mrs.   Edgew 
And  it  was  n  high  privilege  to  meet  Miss  Ettgt'wort 
the  library,  the  very  room  in  wliieb  had   Iwco  ' 
the  imniortid  works  that  redeemed  a  character  for  trela 
and  have  so  largely  promoted  the  truest  welfare  of  hum 
kind.     Wo  had  not  siwn   Iter  for  some  yenrs. - 
for  a  few  brief  moments, — and  rejoiced  to  Itnd  I 
nothing    changed;    her   voice   as    light   and    happy, 
laughter  ,is  full  of  gentle  mirth,  her  eyes  ai 
truthful,  aM<l  her  eountcuunco  aa  expressive 
and  loving-kiudness,  aa  tliey  had  ever  betru. 

'■  Edgewoitlistown  was,  and  is,  a  l.irge  rountiy  i 
sion.  to  which  atldilions  have  heen  from  lime  to  t 
made,  tuit  made  judieioualy.     An  avenue  of  vonor 
trees  leads  to  it  fi-om  the  puhlie  road.     Il  Is  distimt  m 
seven  miles  from  the  town  of  Longford.     Tlie  tmty  r 
I  need  sijccially  refer  to  is  the  librwy  :  it  belonged  I 
peculiarly  to  Maria,  although  the  general  aitUng-roon 
the  family.     It  was  the  room  in  which  she  did  oci 
her  work  ;  not  only  that  which  was  to  gratify  and  I 
the  world,  but  that  which,  in  a  measure,  regnhUi 
household,  —  the  domestic  duties  that  were   sulije 
her  continual  thought:  fur  Uie  desk  at  which  fltii*  um 
aat  was  never  wilhuut  memoranda  of  matt>--ra  frr-ni  n 
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Ik  miglit  have  pleaded  a  riglit  to  he  lioltl  exempt.  It  to 
y  no  ineiutB  ii  Btntoly,  solitary  room,  Imt  lai^o,  spncionSt 
Dil  lofly,  well  Btniwi  with  booka,  anil  *  fiimislK-d  *  with 
nggKtivu  engrnvin^.  Seen  through  llio  window  is  Ihe 
two,  cmliellislied  by  groups  of  trrt's.  If  you  look  nt  the 
■blons;  table  in  the  centre,  you  will  see  the  rallying- point 
f  the  [amily,  who  are  uaually  around  it,  reading,  writ- 
ig,  or  working;  while  Miss  Edgewiirth,  only  nnxioDS^ 
tat  the  ininuti'^  of  the  house  shaH  each  do  cxnrtly  aa  he 
r  Bh«  pleases,  sits  in  her  own  pcculinr  comer  on  the 
»f»;  a  pen,  given  her  by  Sir  Walu-r  Scott  while  a.  guest 
t  Eclgcworthstown  (in  l^'io).  \a  placed  t)efor?  heron  a 
,  qaaint,  unassuming  table,  eonslructed,  and  added 
'or  convenience.  .She  had  a  ainfriilar  jxiwer  of  ah- 
ction ;  apparently  hearing  all  that  was  said,  and  oecn- 
slly  taking  piirt  in  the  eonvcrsntion,  whill^  pursuing 
tr  own  oi-ctipation,  nnd  seemingly  attending  only  to  it. 
B  tfam  corner,  and  on  that  table,  obe  had  written  nearly 
D  thu  works  which  have  delighted  and  enlightened  tb« 
>Drld.  Now  and  then  she  would  rise  awl  leave  the  room, 
ierhti])s  to  procure  a  tuy  for  one  of  the  children,  to 
omt  the  ladder  and  l)ring  down  a  liook  that  could 
tplnin  or  illustrate  some  tnpie  on  which  some  one  wis 
mvereing:  immetliat^-ly  slie  would  resume  her  pen,  and 
onUnue  to  write  as  if  the  thought  hnd  lioen  unbroken 
ir  an  hutant.  i  expressed  to  Mrs.  Kdgeworth  surprise 
I  this  faculty,  BO  opposed  to  my  own  hnbit.  '  Maria.' 
te  said, '  was  always  the  same :  her  mind  was  ao  rightlj 
llaaced,  every  tiling  so  honeatly  weighed,  tliat  slie  BUf- 
■red  no  ineonvenienee  froio  what  would  dtaturb  aai 
Irtract  an  onlinary  writer.' 
:  "  Slw  waa  an  early  riser,  and  had  mneh  work  doiM 
I  tirnikfuHt.  Every  morning  during  our  stay  at 
^wortliatowD   she   hn<l  gHthere<l  a  iMutjuet  of  roeea. 
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wbicti  sbe  placed  bosido  my  plate  at  tbe  table,  while  t 
was  alwaya  careful  to  refitsh  tlie  vase  that  stocnl  in  g 
clinnilier:  and  she  invariably  examiocd  my  feel  n 
walk,  to  we  that  damp  bad  not  induced  daoger; 
ping'  in  and  out  of  our  room  wiUi  some  kind  in 
eoiDi;  tliouglitful  BUggL-stion,  or  to  show  some  object  t 
she  kucvi  would  give  pleasure.  It  b  to  sach  small  c 
testes  as  these  that  we  owe  much  of  the  happiuea 
Maria  lulgewortli  eecmed  never  weary  ot  tlionght  t 
could  inalie  thoae  about  her  happy;  the  imprcssioa  t 
prodiuv<l  upon  ua  is  as  vivid  today  ob  it  was  twvuty-d 
years  ago. 

"A  wet  day  was  a  'god-send'  to  as.  She  i 
enter  our  sitting-room,  and  eouverae  freely  of  i>era 
whose  names  are  histories ;  ami  ouce  she  brought  t 
large  box  full  of  lettera,  —  her  correspondence  with  n 
great  men  and  women,  extending  over  more  than  I 
years,  authors,  artists,  men  of  science,  social  reforma 
BtBteamcn,  of  ail  the  countries  of  Eiuvpc,  and  esjtcciil 
of  America,  a  country  of  which  she  H|>oke  and  * 
terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  affection. 

"  Although  we  had  known  Miss  Edgeworth  in  I^indoii. 
and,  iudeed,  had  often  the  honor  of  ri^ceivlng  her  as  a 
guest  at  our  house,  it  will   Ije   readily  understood  how 
much  more  to  advantage  she  was  seen  in  her  own  homi 
she  was  the  very  gentlest  of  lions,  the  most  nnexat 
apparently  the  least  conscious  of  her  right  to  prominriH 
Ib  London  she  did  not  reject,  yet  she  seemed  avenc,! 
the  homage  accorded  her.    At  home  she  was  empliatict 
at  home  I 

"Her  contemporaries  have  not  said  much  concemtai 
her ;  iudeeil,  of  late  years,  she  was  but  little  seen  out  a 
Edge  wo  ribs  town ;  her  visits  to  London    lieing   rare   i 
brief.     In  person  slie  was  very  small — she  waa  'lostf 
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«  crowd.'  H»  tAtx  was  pale  nod  tliin,  lier  features 
irregular :  they  may  liave  beuti  eousidtred  plain,  eveu  in 
jouth  ;  but  bt;r  ex|>ression  wits  so  bcDCvuleut,  her  mnn- 
ncre  were  bo  iwrfectly  well-bretl,  pnrUking  of  Engiisb 
dimity  uaA  Irisb  frankaess,  tliat  one  never  tbongbt  al  ber 
with  reference  eilber  to  beauty  or  plainness.  She  ever  oc- 
eupicd,  without  claiming,  attention,  charming  continually 
bjr  licr  singularly  pleasant  voice  \  while  the  cornestaesa 
■nd  tnith  that  beamed  from  her  bright  blue  —  very  blue 
—  eyes  increased  the  value  of  every  wonl  she  utt*'re<i, 
Sbe  knew  how  to  lUten  as  wi-U  ns  to  talk,  and  gathered 
information  in  a.  manner  highly  Cfimplimcntary  la  those 
whom  she  sought  it :  her  attention  seemed  far  more 
lie  fITect  of  resijeet  than  of  curiosity.  Her  seutcuces 
rerc  frequently  epigrammatic :  she  more  than  once  sug- 
ifestcd  to  roe  the  stoiy  of  the  good  fairy,  from  whose 
lips  dropped  diamonds  and  pearls  whenever  they  were 
Opened,  ^he  was  ever  neot  and  particular  in  her  dress, 
^  a  doty  to  society  which  literary  women  sometimes  cul- 
poUy  neglect ;  her  feet  and  hands  were  so  delicate  and 
small  as  to  be  almost  childlike.'  In  a  word,  Maria  Edge- 
irortli  was  one  of  tliose  women  wlio  do  not  seem  to 
|uire  beauty. 

"Uias  Edgeworth  has  been  called  'cold;'  but  tliose 
Wbo  have  so  deemed  her  have  never  seen,  as  1  have,  the 
gather  in  her  eyes  at  a  talc  of  suffering  or  sori-ow. 
heard  the  gcnumc,  hearty  laugh  tliat  followed  tlie 
ilation  of  a  pleasant  story.  Never,  so  long  as  I  live, 
10  I  foi^t  the  evenings  sjwnt  in  her  library-  in  the  midst 
r  «  family,  highly  educated  and  sclf-tltiuking.  in  co&- 

>  Sho  once  coinmJMion«i]  m«  ia  iitncnra  for  her  ■  pair  □(  sbooB 
Mvlnotte'B,  In  Pkriit;  ami  nlx-n  1  liuidnl  l]i«  miKlet  l»  Ui* 
aboemakrr.  I  hwl  difflriilty  In  pcntuuling  hlu  ilial  II  was  not 
Sia  ahoe  of  a  Iiitlc  Kirl. 
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versation    uiir«8 train eil,    yet    prcguant    Witll     iiBtrud 
thought."  .  .  . 

Miss  Edgeworth  wrote  the  Halls  of  tlieir  skel 
of  Edgeworthstown  and  her  father;  — 

EnoEWoBTiisTown,  Not.  7.  IBtib 
"I   ehoulil   be   hard  to  please  imlewi" — "bard 
please,"  impossible  to  please,  if  I  were  uot  ealisfied  ua 
Believe  me,  very  and  onlj  dear  Mrs.  Hall. 

Youi'  much  obliged  and  gntleful 

Maieia  Edoewori 

The  description  of  Edgeworthstowji  pleased  t 
Edgeworths  very  much.  The  remainder  of  t 
sketch  was  not  published  till  after  Misa  Edgewort] 
death.  The  account  of  Edgeworthstown  so  pleM 
her  that  she  wrote  as  follows,  in  December:  — 

"  Mrs.  Hall  baa  sent  me  her  last  number,  in  which  i 
gives  Edgeworthstown.  All  the  world  here  are  pleai 
with  it,  and  so  am  1.  1  like  the  way  in  which  she  I 
mentioned  my  father  particularly.  There  is  an  evid 
kiiulaeas  of  heart,  ami  care  to  avoid  any  tiling  that  ooi 
hurt  any  of  our  feelings,  and  at  the  same  lime  a  wan 
of  affectionate  feeling  unaffectedly  expressed,  that  we 
like  it,  in  spite  of  our  dislike  *  to  that  sort  of  thing.'  " 

I  have  placed  part  of  Mrs.  Hall's  sketch  of  M 
Edgeworth  in  its  proper  place,  as  it  was  writtfiu 
1842.  after  this  visit  of  June.  But  the  reader  w 
bear  in  mind  that  it  was  never  seen  by  Miss  Ed| 
worth;  and  her  reference  was  simply  to  the  br 
description  of  the  County  Longford,  and  the  pli 
at  Edgeworthstown. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

BaTMO  DlneM  ol  Miw  Edgewortb.  — A  Vtelt  M  Trim.  —  Fraderiks 
Bremer.  —  LAdy  Lansilowne'i  Charscler.  ~  LA«t  Visit  to  En^ 
laml.  — Sjdnoy  Sroltb.  —  OUervatlOQS  ot  liU  on  Maria'a  Cos- 
TctwiUon.  — ripoaant  Stay  in  Lundou.  — Trim.  —  Illiieu  tlien. 

—  Lady  Georglana  Fiillerton.  —  Annagli.  — Lovcr'«  Trtbuto  to 
Hiv  BdfcewurtU.  —  Maria's   Interest  in  tliB  Poor  oa  iho  Estate. 

—  Write*  "Orlandino."  — Rrinirkfion  Teiapeimnca.  — SlmpktlM 
&  MBtsball  luk  tor  Pteluca  toMatta'tCollectedWodw.— Hw 
Uejily.  — Ur.  Preacott. 

Is  January  of  18i3  Miss  Edgeworth  had  a  severe 
Ulness.  a  bilious  fever,  which  prostrated  her,  aijd  left 
her  weak ,  and  whcu  she  waa  alile  to  travel,  she 
weiiU  iu  the  Bpriiig.  to  Trim  for  a  change  of  air  aod 
■cene.  While  there  she  received  a  eerenatle  from 
the  tempiTaiice  band  and  society.  Father  Mathew 
had  set  mi  foot  the  temperance  move m en t,  and  sigu- 
iog  pledge  of  total  abstinence  was  the  order  of  the 
day  among  the  Irish  peasantry.  "Orlandino"  was 
written  by  Miss  Edgeworth  with  a  desire  to  aid  the 
good  cause. 

Miss  Edgeworth  hailed  the  advent  of  a  new  novel- 
ist in  Frederika  Bremer.  She  wrote  in  March  from 
Trim.— 

"iliss  Bremer  of  Stockholm  has  published  a  novel, 
translatod  by  Mary  Ilowitt,  wliieli  ia  one  of  tii«  moat 
tUeresting,  uen,  ami  truly  original  l>ooks  I  liaveaeen  tUa 
quarter  century."     (■'  Our  Neighbors.") 
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In  writing  Mre.  S.  C.  Hall,  she  said,  — 
"A  book  hoiS  much  interested  me:  it  is  unlike  s 
other  book  I  ever  read  id  m;  life,  and  yet  trae  to  uai 
in  new  circa mslances.  To  lie  sure,  I  caanot  juilge  of 
cJrcuDastanoea  or  the  narrative,  never  baviDg  l>ecn  in 
oountiy ;  but  tbe  descriptions  are  TiiU  of  life,  and  mark 
by  tbat  Bent  of  genius  which  we  recognize  the  instutt 
»ee  it,  olitaina  perfect  credence  from  the  reader,  and  hunf 
OS  on  through  the  most  romantic  adrentures,  sliU  don 
lie,  and  oonlined  to  a  few  |>er3ona  cot  in  number  l<eji 
tile  power  of  sympathy.  One  or  two  tlic  moat  [wwcrfi 
drawn  may.  perhai«,  touch  the  Iwuuda  of  tmpoesjl>Ui 
The  iMwk  I  mean  has  a  title  which  docs  not  do  it  jubUi 
and  which  would  rather  lead  one  to  expoct  a  goaai[)l 
chronicle.  It  is  called  'The  Neighlwra.'  Its  auttiori 
ttnderetand,  ia  a  Uias  Bremer  of  Stockholm;  trausli 
by  Mary  Howitt.  And  the  best  and  must  just  prai: 
can  give  to  her  translation  is,  that  one  never  from  beg 
ing  to  end  recollects  her  existence :  never  doe9  it  00( 
to  our  mind  thai  it  b  a  translation.  Pray  tell  mc  if  } 
know  any  thing  of  this  author,  and  bow  I  should  oddrt 
her  at  Stockholm. 

"UowA'cry  much  one  is  obliged  to  thi?  genins  whi 
can  snatch  one  from  one's  self  away,  iu  times  of  great  d 
pression  of  spirits  !  —  at  those  times  when  we  ar*  not  trt 
enough  to  be  able  to  give  a  ren«Mi  for  /MUticii/arfy  f/lin 
but  the  involuntary  feeling  is  perhaps  the  most  gratifyK 
to  a  writer  of  benevolent  heart,  na  wcU  as  superior  geuin 

"  I  am  afraiil  you  are  soaring  above  us.  I  retui  of  sq 
fine  doings  at  the  Hosory,  such  a  grand   breakfast 

tbc  marriage  of  Miss  M .     Bui  ns  she  is  good  Iril 

yon  arc  true  to  your  national  affections;  and  tlier« 
be  room  in  your  heart  for  all  of  us," 


In  another  letter  written  about  thia  time,  she 
Bpeaka  of  Dickens's  "  American  Notea  "  as  follows ;  — 

Dickens's  '  America  '  is  a  failure  :  oever  trotilile  your- 
■df  to  read  it.  Nevertlieless,  ttiough  tLc  boolc  is  goml  for 
Vttle,  it  gives  me  tiie  coavietioD  tliat  the  uisd  is  good  for 
nucli  more  than  1  gave  liim  credit  for, — a  real  desire 
for  Uie  i m prove mc lit  of  tlie  lower  classes ;  nnil  this  rcnlity 
of  ftpliiig  is,  I  take  it.  the  secret,  joined  to  bis  great 
|>owcr  of  human of  Lis  ascendant  popularity." 

Misa  Eilgeworth  waa  pleased  to  think  timt  she 
kdmired  Lady  Lansdowne,  and  '•  appreciated  both 
ler  talents  and  her  cliaraeter."  she  said  at  this 
bne.  '*  before  all  the  world  found  out  that  she  waa  s 
trior  person."  She  had  excellent  opportunities 
br  studying  the  fine  character  of  Lady  Lansdowne 
irly  in  that  lady's  life,  in  their  first  visit  at  Itowood, 
irhere  she  saw  her  domestic  virtues  and  her  mental 
ibilitjes.  She  was  a  noble  specimen  of  the  higb- 
»m  and  well-bred  Englishwoman  of  her  day. 

While  at  Trim,  Miss  Edgewortb  received  the 
iltnouncement  of  Lucy  Edge  worth's  engagement 
0  Dr.  Robinaon,  the  celebrated  astronomer.  At 
hu  time  she  took  much  pleasure  in  building  a 
[teenhouse  for  Mr.  Butler,  who  was  very  foud  uf 
bwers. 

In  November  of  1843  Miss  Edgeworth  went  again 

o  England,  to  visit  her  sister.  Mrs.  Wilson.     She  saw 

kiany  old  friends.  —  Lady  CharlcviUc.  Lady  Elizabeth 

^Tiitbread,  the  Lansdownes,  —  made  the   acquaint- 

«e  of  Sydney  Smith,  whose  (]aiigh[«r  was  the  seo- 

td  wife  of  her  old  frieud  Sir  Henry  Holland.     She 
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met  Sydney  Smith  at  the  Hollands,  and  npoke  of  0 
Boswetliug  him.  Lady  Uollaud  speaks  of  IhisJ 
follows :  — 


"Ouriog  her  risit  she  saw  much  of  my  ttdb^;  i 
ber  talenta,  as  well  as  her  love  and  tliorougb  knowledgi 
Ireland,  made  her  oonverealion  pecAiliarly  agrcMhle  U>  h 
1  wish  I  hod  kept  some  notes  of  these  couvereatiooa,  i 
were  very  remarkable ;  hut  I  have  only  A  charai^rti 
njid  amusiDg  letter  she  wrote  to  me  afler  her  rclum  b 
from  wliich  the  following  is  an  extract :  — 

"'I  have  uol  the  abaard  presumption  to  think  ] 
father  would  leave  London  or  Comlw  Fiorey  for  Ire)«i 
volunUirilif ;  but  I  wish  acme  Irish  Ijishophc  were  J 
upon  him.  aad  tlitit  his  own  sense  of  natioDfll   diaf 
and  humanity  would  forbid  bim  to  refuse.     Tbeu,  ob! 
to  reside  among  us,  he  would  see,  m  ttie  twiukling  c 
eye  (such  an  eye  as  his),  all  our  manifold  gricTancesI 
and  down  the  country.     One  word,  one  ban-mot  of  1 

would  do  more  for  us,  I  guess,  than  Mr. 'a  four  fa 

dred  pages,  and  all  the  like,  with  which  we  have  1 
bored.     One  letter  from  Sydney  Smith  OD  the  allain  I 
Ireland,  with  his  name  to  it,  aud  after  having  been  I 
would  do  more  for  us  than  bis  letters  did  for  j 
and  England  :  s  tiold  assertion,  you  will  say,  and  s 
is.     But  I  calculate  thai  Pat  is  a  far  better  subj 
wit  tlian  Jonatimn  ;  it  ouly  plays  round  Jonathan's  bei 
but  it  goes  to  I'ut's  heart,  lo   the  very  bottom  of  1 
heart,  where  he  loves  it.     And  he  don't  core  whether 
is  for  or  against  him,  so  that  it  is  real  wit  and  i 
Now,  I'at  would  doti;  ujion  your  father,  and  kiHs  th«  II 
with  ail  his  eoul.  he  would ;   the  lash  juat  lifted,  — w 
he'd  see  Ibe  Inugli  on  the  face,  the  kind  smile,  that  w 
tell  him  it  iraa  all  fur  his  good. 
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'  Your  fxther  would  lead  Pat  (for  he'd  never  drive 
(um)  to  the  world's  end,  and  moybe  to  common-Benae  at 
the  end  ;  might  opeu  his  eyea  to  the  true  state  ot  lliingB 
I  persons,  and  cuuse  liim  to  ax  himself  how  it  eoioes 
that,  if  1)0  Ik.-  bo  distrossvct  by  the  Sassenach  lundlonls  that 
be  caii't  keep  soul  iind  buily  together,  nor  one  ftirthing  for 
he  wife  and  children,  after  paying  tlie  rinl  tvr  the  land, 
till  and  nevertheless  he  eAn  pay  King  Oau's  rint.  aigi/T  — 
huusunils  of  pounds,  not  for  lauds  or  potatoes,  but  Jiist 
or  casth^a  in  the  air.  Methinka  I  hear  Pat  saying  the 
vords,  and  see  him  }ump  to  the  eonclusion  that  luuylte 
be  giullemaH,  tia  reverence,  that  "Ao*  Ihi"  way  uHlh 
An." '  might  lie  the  man  aft^r  ull  to  do  them  all  the  guod 
B  life,  and  asking  nothing  at  all  fmm  them.  '-Bi;ttfr, 
are,  Uiau  Dan,  after  all !  and  we  will  follow  him  through 
ick  and  Uiin.  Wliy  no?  What  he  is,  his  reverence. 
e  church  —  that  is,  out  cleargy  —  won't  object  to  him: 
r  he  never  waa  an  inimy  any  way.  but  always  for  paying 
jbem  off  handeome,  and  fools  if  they  don't  lake  it  now. 
0  down  with  King  Dan,  for  he  is  no  good  !  and  op  with 
Bjrdney.  he's  tlic  man,  king  of  glory  '.  " 
"  '  Bui,  visions  of  glory,  and  of  good  better  than  glory, 
ur  my  longing  sight !  else  1  shall  never  i-ome  to  an 
d  of  this  note.  Note,  indee<l !  I  beg  your  pardon. 
" '  Yours  affectionately, 

"'Makia  Edoewortu.* 

*'  Miss  Edgeworlh  aays  in  one  of  her  letters  to  ber 
ter,  after  one   of   the  evenings  spent  in  my  father's 
bodety. — 

■*  ■  Delightful  I  need  not  say ;  but  to  attempt  to  Boewell 

>  Thta  In  rPtarence  to  a  reply  ot  Dr.  Doyle*»  lo  Mr.  Smith.  •UnU 
proponlllon  o(  Ii<h  %u  offir  ili,-  ('nlhollc  prjrsts  mn  luoouiii:  "  All> 
He.  foitlli  I   juu'vu  tach  u,  waj  of  putting  ihln^." 
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Sjdaej  Smith's   cooTerBatioi]  would  be  out-BoaweHin;; 
BoBwetl  twleed.' " 

S>~dney  Smith,  in  describing  the  iiaprassion  made 
on  hiu  by  his  new  friend,  remarked,  — 

"Mi33  Edgeworth  was  delightful,  so  clever  acd  sen- 
siUe !  She  does  not  sa;  witty  tbings,  but  then!  in  such 
»  perfame  of  wit  nios  through  &11  her  converaatioii  U 
Btkkes  it  \-ery  brilliant." 

Th»  observation  from  Sydney  Smith  on  the  con- 
Ters«tioa  of  Miss  Edgeworth  showa  that  she  wa* 
still,  iu  spite  of  her  advanced  years,  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  her  remarkable  powers  of  mind,  and  at 
•gieeable  as  ever.  Praise  Irom  Sydney  Smith  wu 
''praise  indeed." 

Miss  Edgeworth  had  tickets  from  Lady  Byron, 
and  two  other  friends  among  the  peers,  to  visit  the 
House  on  the  occasion  of  Queen  Victoria's  opening 
Parliament  in  February,  1844 ;  and  she  enjoyed  the 
brilliant  pageant  sod  display  very  much. 

Samuel  Rogers,  her  old  friend,  she  had  many  atten- 
tions from,  and,  in  speaking  of  it,  said  of  him,  "dear, 
good-natured  old  man,"  in  her  affectionate  manner- 
She  always  saw  him  much  during  her  Loudon  visits. 
She  dined  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  at 
Lambeth  Palace,  and  met  there  the  Bishop  of  Licb- 
fiehl,  and  Dean  Milman  of  St.  Paul's.  She  enjoyed 
the  conversation  of  these  eminent  church  dignita- 
ries, and  the  "dear,  simple,  deified,  yet  playful 
archbishop,  who  talked  well  of  all  things,  from 
nursery  rhymes  to  deep  metaphysics  and  physics." 
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This  was  Miss  Edgeworth's  last  visit  to  London. 
'he  returned  to  Ireland,  and  made  a  visit  at  Trim, 
where  she  was  unfortunate  in  having  an  attack  of 
ier  old  enemy,  erysipelas:  she  recovered  from  it  in  a 
short  time,  and  was  able,  during  her  convalescence, 
to  enjoy  reading  some  new  hooks.  She  found  W. 
H.  Pre&cott's  "Mexico"  "extremely  interealiug ; " 
aod  among  other  books,  of  a  lighter  style,  she 
jaes,— 

"•EUen  MiddJeton,*  by  Lady  Georgiana  FuUerton, 
md-daiighter  of  the  famous  duchcss-heauty  of  Devon* 
ire;  luid  wbatevcr  faults  that  duclicas  liml,  §lie  ccr- 
nly  had  genius.  Do  jou  recollect  her  lines  on  '  WUtiam 
ill"?  or  do  you  know  Coleridge's  lines  lo  her,  K-gin- 
ig  with,  — 

'  O  l»dy !  nursed  in  pomp  and  pleasure, 
Wberc  Ironied  you  tliat  heroic  measure?' 

"  Look  for  then),  and  get '  Ellon  Miditleton  : '  it  is  well 
your  reuiling.  Lady  Georgiana  certainty  inherits 
r  groiidm other's  genius ;  and  there  is  a  high-toned 
mlity  and  religious  princi[ile  througliout  thv  book 
brre  got  she  'that  heroic  measure'?),  without  any 
at  or  ostentation.  It  is  the  same  moral  I  int«ndi<d  in 
lelen,'  but  exemplified  in  much   deeper  and  stronger 


These  remarks  on  "Ellen  Middleton,"  and  con- 
uting  and  comparing  it  with  her  own  "  Helen," 
tther  in  disparagement  of  herself  and  her  work. 
K>w  the  generosity  and  impartiality  of  her  mind. 
id  her  perfect  freedom  from  literary  envy  and  petty 

lousy. 
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She  made  a  visit  in  1844  to  her  new  brothel 
law  and  sister  at  the  Observatory  at  ^Vrmagh,  i 
was  charmed  with  Dr.  Robinson,  saying,  - 

"  RobiQson  at  home  ia  not  less  wonderfal,  and  i 
agrocalile  cveo,  tJian  liobinson  abroad:  his  abonitani 
literature  equal  to  Mackintosh ;  in  science,  yon  kD0ir,1 
of  sight,  superior  to  everybody." 

Surgeon-General  Sir  Philip  Crampton  idioi 
Lever  the  remarks  of  Misa  Edgeworth  in  prtii* 
bis  former  works;  and  when  he  publislied  ' 
Burke,"  in  1845,  he  dedicated  (hat  book  to  her. 
says  he  would  not  venture  to  dedicate  an  Irish  nova] 
to  her,  and  he  is  "too  sensible  of"  his  "own  inferi- 
ority" in  that  department.  This  dedication  is  ■ 
pleasant  tribute  to  Ireland's  gifted  daughter.  R« 
writes :  — 

"I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  being,  erco  Mm, 
associated  with  a  name,  the  Grst  in  my  country's  lilcn- 

*'  Another  motive  I  will  not  conceal ;  the  ardent  di 
I  have  to  nsure  you,  that,  aoiid  the  thousands  you 
made  better  and  wiser  and  happier  by  your  writings, 
cannot  count  one  who  feels  more  proudly  the 
o(  country  with  you,  nor  more  sincerely  admires 
goodness  and  your  genius,  than 

"  Your  devoted  and  obedient  ser^'ant, 

"Charles  J.  L(vO.' 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  much  gratified  by  Mr.  Leva 
attention.     She  wrote  him  on  the  appearance  c 
**  O'Donohue,"  and  he  expressed  himself  a<  encO 
aged  by  her  kindly  words  of  interest- 
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The  year  1846  was  one  of  much  anxiety  to  Misa 
Bdgeworth.  Her  brother  Fi-ancis  died  iu  thin  year. 
Private  grief  and  pubHc  dUtiesB  made  this  time  a 
busy  one  for  Miss  Edgeworth.  This  season  saw  the 
beginning  of  the  disastrous  famine  of  1846-47. 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  always  interested  in  the  poor; 
and  the  villagera  of  Edgeworthatown  owed  much  to 
her  thoughtful,  generous  acts  of  kindness.  For 
many  years  she  took  the  care,  in  addition  to  her 
many  other  duties,  of  making  up  their  letters,  and 
sending  them  to  their  friends  in  America  and  else- 
where, that  they  might  be  properly  delivered.  When 
the  iamine  came,  she  exerted  herself  to  the  utmost 
to  secure  the  nece^aries  of  life  for  the  suffering  peo- 
ple, and  provided  work,  begged  relief  of  others,  and 
gave  herself:  she  wrote  a  story  for  "  Cliambers's  Mis- 
cellany "  in  order  to  add  to  the  Poor  Relief  Fund. 
She  had  laid  aside  her  pen  for  some  time ;  but  her 
strong  desire  to  push  on  the  good  work  of  temper- 
ance, and  the  hope  of  adding  a  good  contribution  to 
her  subscription  for  tlie  suffering,  were  her  incentives. 

This  little  story  formed  the  first  of  a  scries  edited 
hy  William  Chambers.  Miss  Edgeworth  sympa- 
thized with  Mr.  Chambers  in  his  desire  to  serve 
juvenile  literature.  This  talc  has  Miss  Edgeworth'a 
usual  peculiarities  and  excellences.  She  makes  her 
children  almost  too  self-denying  and  ready  to  give 
up.  Few  children  are  able  to  exercise  the  self-con- 
trol and  cheerful  generosity  of  her  little  people. 
Orlandino,  the  hero,  is  rescued  Irom  debt,  drunken- 
ness, and  ruin,  by  the  children,  who  fimt  see  him  at 
the  beck  and  call  of  an  unscrupulous  circus-mitn- 
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ager.  As  Orlandino  was  a  Protestant,  the  pled 
of  Father  Mathew  would  not  protect  him. 
Edyeworth  takes  occasion  to  expatiate  eloqm 
on  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  good  man's  vt 
saying  the  reformation  has  lasted  nine  yea»;  i 
though  lapses  have  occurred,  "  intemperauce  i 
loDger  tolerated  in  good  society." 

"  Since  the  time  of  the  Cmsadea,  novor  has  one  t 
Toico  awakened  8ucli  moral  energies ;  never  was  t 
of  one  man  so  universally,  so  promptly,  so  long,  c 
Never,  since  the  world  begaD.  were  countless  mul 
so  iuflueuced  and  so  successfully  directetl  by  one  t 
to  one  peaceful  puriHiae.  Never  were  nobler  ( 
nobler  meaus  attained." 

She  speaks  of  his  simplicity,  absence  of  all  I 
torical  attempts,  the  forbearance  from  all  that  C0| 
touch  the  imagination,  or  rouse  the  passions,  e 
enthusiasm,  or  even  produce  what  is  called  a  t 
tion. 

She  strikes  no  uncertain  note  in  favor  of  t 
ance,  showing  bow  necessary  for  some  is  total  a 


"  Nothing  leaa  would  break  the  habit.    Tell  him  n 

ing  else  will  do.     Tell  liira  that  Father  Jklatbew  tried,  i 

found  that  nothing  loss  will  do.  Tell  him  that  Dr.  JtHU' 
•on  tried  it.  and  said  to  one  who  was  besitatlug  abuol 
giving  up  wine,  '  Drink  water,  sir.  and  you  are  sure  ct 
yourself.  If  you  drink  wine,  you  never  know  1 
it  may  carry  you.  I  drink  water.  I  now  no  mure  tl 
of  drinking  wine  than  a  horse  does.  The  wine  apoA  V 
table  is  no  more  for  me  thau  the  <log  that  is  under 
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Miss  Edgeworth  wrote  Mr.  Chambers  that  "  Orlan- 
ino "  must  have  no  other  Utle,  oii J  "  it  does  not 
pquire  or  admit  of  any  preface."     Mme.  Belloc  had 

copy  of  thia  littlo  story  for  tranBlution.  Mias 
dgeworlh  wrote  the  following,  concerning  ils  pub- 
catiou,  in  1848,  to  her  friend  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall:  — 

"  Cliambcra,  ns  you  always  told  me.  acta  very  liberally. 
B  tfaia  was  to  earn  a  little  money  for  our  pansh  poor,  in 
e  last  year's  distress,  be  moat  eonsiderately  gave  prompt 
lnyment.  Even  before  publication,  when  the  proof-slieeta' 
en  under  correetioc,  oame  the  ready  onkr  on  tlie  Bank 
f  Ireland.  Blessings  on  bim  !  and  I  lio|)c  lie  will  not 
B  the  worse  for  me.  I  am  surely  tbe  Irettcr  for  iiim,  and 
)  are  numbers  now  working  and  eating ;  for  Mrs.  Edge- 
rorth'e  principle  and  mine  is  to  excite  the  jieople  to  work 
T  good  wages,  and  not,  by  gratia  feeiling,  to  make  beg- 
irt of  lliera,  and  ungrateful  beggars,  aa  Ibe  cose  might  be. 

'*  I  do  not  deserve  the  very  kind,  warm-beartcd  letter 
have  jiisl  received  from  you,  dear  Mrs.  Hatl;  but  I 
ise  and  like  it  all  the  better.  80  little  standing  upon 
mnony,  and  so  cordially  off-hand  and  from  the  heart ! 
lunk  you  for  it  with  all  mij  heart,  and  be  assured  it  gave 
e  beartfclt  pleasure ;  and  thia  I  know  will  please  you." 

When  Messrs,  Simpkin  &  Marshall  were  prepar- 
g  to  publish  Miss  Edgeworth "s  collected  works  in 
I47i  they  asked  her  to  write  prefaces  for  tliem  in' 
IB  way  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  done  for  his  novels, 
tie  uiEwercd  them  at  length,  and  told  them  that 
IT  booka  were  not  of  national  interest,  and  her 
litings  could  not  be  thought  of  in  conipariaon  with 
me  of  Scott. 
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|To  Ueun.  Simpkin  St  HuskoU.] 
GEXTtoiEN,  —  Accept  my  best  thanks  for  yonr  h 
■teas  ID  letting  me  know  in  time  of  yonr  design  of  p«l>Ii 
ing  a  new  edition  of  my  novels  and  tales,  t  tun  (nrtlier 
sod  liiiilily  ubltgi-d  und  gratified  by  your  libcr^  intcuUiM 
of  illusti-ating  nnd  "  etnbclllslilng  tlio««  works  U|wn  1 
plan  of  the  |nvsent  edilJoo  of  the  Waverley  noTck." 
ftiD  fully  aeu!4il)le  tbat  even  such  writers  as  Wmllcr  S 
owe  iniii'li  of  tlieir  popularity  to  llie  talents  of  th«-  paid 
snd  engraver,  especially  in  these  modern  days  of  liti 
luxury.  Uow  much  more  necessary  must  be  the  i 
of  priuting  nml  externa]  decoration  to  writers  of  infet 
pretension  !  Without  any  ufTectstion  of  hiimilityi  - 
I  despise  and  dislike  more  than  frank  vsnity,  —  I 
believe  that  nuy  thing  1  eonld  write  as  prefaces  or  noU 
my  stories  could  add  to  their  value  or  tnti-rtst  wttll^ 
public  in  any  pro|tortion  to  those  of  the  Wa^-erU-y  doW 
sad  I  have  too  much  honest  pride  to  degrade  mysHfl 
servile  imitations,  when  I  could  not  hope,  by  any  em 
to  catch  the  spirit  or  attaiu  the  value  of  the  original.  ' 
Sir  Waller  Scott,  skilful  beyond  all  other  writers  ii 
of  gracefully  speaking  of  himself,  possesses  in  those  p 
aees  ond  notes  peculiar  advantages,  which  protect  1 
from  the  offensive  api»aranec  of  egotism.  It  is  not 
himself  OS  an  indiviiliial  that  be  eiteaks,  but  of  bis  coos- 
try,  of  its  historical  traditions,  and  roniantie  legends- 
Bis  novels  are  truly  national ;  his  elucidations  arv  oew; 
sary  to  make  national  manners  and  language,  and  Ii 
or  transilory  cnstoms,  mtelligible  to  the  English  r 
I'vi'n  of  the  present  day,  and  still  more  to  those  m 
\v  delight^^^l  with  his  wnrkn  m  dmt.int  lands  In  future  n 
The  history  of  each  nf  his  fictitious  narratives,  ' 
from  llie  flrst  idea  through  all  its  variations  and  tm 
(nations  to  its  final  completion,  is  not  only  interesliug ^ 
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leful  as  litontry  criticiein  to  all  readers  and  writers,  hot 
irUier,  anil  ta  a  higber  sphere,  ia  imix^rtant  to  tbi.'  pbi- 
tophvr  iuiri  the  metapliysiciao  curious  to  Icurii  tlie  secret 
orkinjis  and  iirocesses  of  that  mind  which  lias  raised  Sir 
'iitUT  !>C"tt  tit  a  pre-eniinence  never  Ijefon;  attained  by 
IT  wriU^r  in  his  lifetime,  and  wbieh  has  gnine<l  for  him 
penwiially  Ihr  symimlhy  of  Ins  country,  from  the  cottage 

0  tbe  throne. 

After  this  view,  lion  can  I  return  to  speak  of  myself 
id  of  my  works? 

Of  her  father's  prcriice3  she  saya,  — 

"  In  truth,  I  have  nothing  to  say  of  them  but  what  my 
Mr  fatlicr  haa  said  for  nie  in  Ida  prefitccB  to  ench  of 
em  as  they  curae  ont.  They  aufflcieDtly  cxpbin  the 
ponl  desi{j;u :  ttiey  re<iuire  no  national  explanations,  and 
(  1mv«  oothing  [icrsunnl  to  add.  As  a  wornan,  my  life, 
vbolly  domestic,  cannot  afford  any  tiling  Interesting  to 
the  public.  I  am  like  the  needy  Jtrnfc-Krindcr.  —  1  hav« 
no  itary  to  t«ll.  Tticre  is,  indee<l,  one  tiling  I  should 
il  to  tell,  but  thot  Sir  Walter  has  so  much  bet- 
fiir  me.  I  tumestty  glory  in  the  tliougbl.  that 
viU  go  duwu  Ut  posterity  as  his  friend." 

r  Sbe  tliutiglit  it  needless  to  show  her  own  processes 
[  tliuujfhl,  Aud  the  "secret  workings  "  of  her  mind. 
tut  It  duecrijitioii  of  the  developmout  of  her  iiitel- 
tBttul  potvers.  and  scmiething  of  a  sketch  of  her 
pnal  atiidics,  and  the  gradual  growth  of  a  story 

1  it  formed  itself  in  her  mind,  would  have  been  moet 
resting  to  the  reader;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 

HI  alte  was  not  willing  to  give  these  prefaces  to  tht 
bbliflher«. 
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ITo  W.  H.  Prcscoil,  Bmton.  U.S.A.] 

EnoBiroRTusTOV}!,  Ans.  3S,  If 

Dear  Sra.  —  Your  preface  li>  your   "  History  i 
CMiqopst  of  Pent  "    ia  most  interesting,  r^urcially  t 
part  which  coocenis  the  aiiUioT  iiwliviiliiaUy.     That  d 
«it«   int^rity  which  iDMie  liim  ap|>rehcnd  that  he  I 
lercivnl  priiim^'  or  aympaUiy  from  the  worUl  on  faUc  \ae- 
tencM  converts  what  mii;ht  have  bw?ii  pity  uiUi  wlniJn- 
tiou ;  nitbout  (liniiDisb'mg  the  fwling  for  hU  suircriug  and,— 
his  privations,  a^ainel  wliich  lie  has  so  nobty,«o  [icrwev| 
ingly,  80   auefcasfully.   struggiiHl.     Our   aitmiratum   i 
behest  esteem  notr  ore  comiuauded  liy  hta  munU  cun 
uiil  truth. 

Wliat  pleasare  and  priilc  —  linncst,  propn*  |>rid0j^ 
jou  must  feel,  my  dear  Mr,  Prcscott,  in  tlie  aeiiaP  of  d 
rally  oonqn? red,  — of  difflcaltiea  inumnerahle  «-aiu|uidl 
—  by  the  jHTseverance  and  fortitude  of  (reulus! 
Bne  cxmnplv  to  human  nature,  and  will.furrn  fn-niin 
gniit  works  in  tlie  rising  generation  and  in  »gx9  Tff 
unborn. 

What  ft  new  and  onnobling  moral  view  of  posthm 
fame :  —  a  view  which  short'sighKxI.  narrow-minded  n 
ocrity  cannot  reach,  and  probably  would  call  i 
but  wliicli  the  noble-minded  realize  to  lhem«ielres, 
msk  nut  either  the  syuipathy  or  the  eoinjirehenEion  a 
commonplace  ones.  Vou  need  not  apologiio  for  a 
of  yourself  to  the  worM.  No  one  fn  the  world, 
ojiinion  ia  worth  looking  to,  will  ever  ttiink  or  i-ull  tUi 
'•  egotism,"  any  nun*  than  they  did  la  the  case  of  Sir 
Walter  Soott.  Whenever  he  spoke  of  himself,  it  was  with 
the  same  noble  and  engaging  Bimiilicity,  the  a 
ing  confidence  in  the  sympathy  uf  th«  good  and  t 
minded,  and  the  same  real  freedom  from  all  vajtity.  ■ 
we  see  in  your  addresses  to  the  public. 


tsthntnoQt 

IveaT^B 
on  iif  ^^1 


LETTER   TO   Mil.   PRESCOTT. 


515 


As  to  yoiit  jmlgmenM  of  tho  advantages  peculiar  to 
each  of  your  histories,  "Tlie  Conqiipsl  of  Mcxi<?o,"  ntid 
"The  Copqneat  of  Peru.""  of  course  you,  who  have  con- 
RldertKl  nnti  eornitured  tliem  in  all  lights,  must  be  accurate 
r  estimaU.-  uf  tlie  facility  or  difficulty  each  subject 
pn-senttnl ;  uml  ynii  have  well  pointed  out,  in  your  preface 
•  I*eru,""  the  difllculty  of  making  out  a  uuily  of  aub- 
» Jcct,  —  where,  in  fact,  the  Jlral  unity  ends,  ua  we  may 
'dramatical ly  consi<ler  it,  at  the  third  act.  when  the  ooii- 
pieat  of  the  lucaa  ia  effected ;  but  not  the  conquest  of 
Peru  for  Spain,  which  is  the  thing  to  le  done.  You  have 
dtnirably  kept  the  mind's  eye  \\\itn\  Uiis,  the  real  end, 
jnd  have  thus  carried  ou,  ami  [irolonjnMl.  uikI  raised,  as 
Jrou  carried  forward,  Uie  int^-R-al  snstaine<l  to  the  last 
faoment,  happily,  by  the  noble  character  of  Gns'^,  with 
which  lerniinates  the  history  of  the  mission  to  Peru, 

Yon  sustain  with  the  dignity  of  a  just  historian  your 
fetottoes  from  Claudian  an<l  from  Ixipe  de  Vega ;  antl  In 
lining  this  can  amort  you  carry  witli  you  tlie  8ynii>athy 
your  n-mler.  The  cruelties  of  the  Spaninnla  to  the 
i-e,  amiable,  hospitable,  trusting  I'eruviaus  and 
wir  Incaa  am  so  revolting,  that,  unless  you  had  given 
ietA  to  indignation,  the  reader's  natural,  irrepressible 
N-lings  would  have  turned  against  tlie  narrator,  lu  whom 
ven  impartiality  would  have  been  suspected  of  want  of 


I  wish  that  you  could  have  gone  further  into  that  com- 
irison  or  inquiry  wliieb  you  have  touchnl  upon,  and  ao 
ily  pointed  out  for  further  inquiry.  —  how  far  tlie  want 
'  political  freedom  is  compatible  or  incoropalHilc  with 
s  or  virtue.  You  well  observe  that  under  the 
K«s  this  experiment  was  tried,  or  was  trying.  U|nm  the 
eniviana ;  and  that  the  contrary  experiment  is  now  tiy- 
i]{  in  Amcri<?n,     Much  may  l)e  *oiV(.  but  much  morv  Is  to 
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be  aem,  on  both  sides  of  tlita  question.  TEiere  is  a  good 
eaea;  by  a  friend  of  mine,  perhaps  of  youra.  the  late 
A1>1j£  StorelleU  ui>on  the  eubjcet  of  pertonal  uud  iX'tUtml 
freedom,  I  wonder  what  your  negnies  would  say  tuui^- 
11^  the  comforts  of  slavery.  They  s«'ein  lo  feel  fn-cilom 
n  curee,  wlica  suddenly  given  ;  and,  trlien  nnprepsr^  for 
Ihc  consequences  of  iudepeudenee,  lie  down  with  the  cap 
of  liberty  pulled  over  their  ears,  and  go  to  eWp  or  to 
death  in  some  of  our  freed,  lazy  colooiea,  and  Ute  enij^ 
of  Hayti.  But  1  suinjoae  time  and  motivea  will  ; 
all  this,  and  waken  souls  in  black  ImkIics  as  well  t 
white.  Meanwhile,  I  cannot  but  wish  you  bail  di 
a  little  more  tliis  question,  even  if  you  liail  come  u 
yet  more  dilllcult  question  of  races,  and  Uicir  UDconqiH 
ble  or  their  conquerable  or  exhaustible  diffcrenoeB. 
oould  do  this  so  well? 

J  atlmire  your  odlierencc  to  your  principle  of  { 
evidence  in  your  not«3  aud  apjieiidiccs  for  your  own  a 
racy,  and  allowing  your  own  o|iiniuDS  to  W  rv-Judj 
by  your  readers  in  furnishing  them  with  the   i 
juilging  which    they  could  not  otherwise   procure,  i 
whit'ii  you.  haviug  obtained  with  ao  much  labor  audi 
much  favor  frum  high  and  eloMed  sources,  bring  U-fl 
us  gratis  witli  such  unostentatious  caudor  aud  humility 

I  admire  and  favur,  too.  your  practice  of  niixiug  t 
taphy  with  history  ;  genuine  sayings  and  letters  by  v 
the  individuals  give  their  own    ciiaract**r  and   Uieir  ( 
portraits.     And  I  thank  you  for  the  quantity  of  infors 
tion  you  give  in  the  notices  of  the  principal  authorities] 
whom  you  refer.     These  bic^raphical  notices  add  f 
and  value  to  the  autliontles.  in  tlie  most  agreeable  t 
ner :  though  I  own  that  I  was  often  mortified  by  my  v 
ignorance  of  the  names  you  meutton  of  great  mea,  , 
familiai's.     You  have  made  me  long  to  have  kaowu  ] 
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admirable  friend.  Don  Femandcs  de  N&varrcte,  of  whom 
you  make  such  honorable  and  touching  meatioo  in  your 
preface.  .  .  . 

I  jvstenlay  sent  ...  a  parcel  ...  to  Mr.  Ticknor. 

In  it  I  liave  put,  addreaeed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  .1 

Tery  trifling  offering  for  you,  my  dear  sir,  which,  triflin'; 

na  it  is,  I  tto|>c  and  trutit  your  j^ood-naturc  will  not  dia- 

daio,  —  half  a  dozen  worked  markt  to  put  in  bookn ;  and 

^  I  intended  tlioae  to  ba  uaed  in  your  booka  of  reference 

when  you  are  working,  aa  I  hope  you  are,  or  will  l>r,  at 

I  yoar  mo^nnrii  tijum,  —  the  "  History  of  Spain."     One  of 

le  marks,  tliut  wliich  13  marked  in  green  ailk.  *'  Maria 

— ,  for    l'n-8t«tt'a  works'"!    is    my  own  h;indiwork, 

^  t»*ry  stiteb  ;  in  my  ei^hty-Drst  year,  —  eighty-two  almoet : 

I  abail  be  eiglity-Lwo  the  Ut  of  January.     I  am  proud  of 

tteing  able,  even  in  this  trifling  matter,  to  join  my  young 

friends  in  tliia  family  in  working  aouveairs  fur  the  great 

\  blatorinn. 

Believe  nie,  my  dear  Mr.  Prescott,  your  much  obliged 
•nd  higiily  gratified  friend,  and  admiring  reader  uui 
marker, 

Makia  Edgeworth. 


A   8TCDV   OF   MABIA   EDGEWOETH. 


CHAPTER  XXn. 

Hla*  EdftB worth' 
Clar«i»)on.  —  ] 
on  Mario. —  Moria'H  Lettsr  about  a  Severe  Illneaa.  — ', 
lielBDil.  — MaHs's  out  to  the  Iriali  Purtera.  — Mariii'i 
lllnera.  — Death.  — Her   ^Ttalieji.  — Her   Habits.  — Het 
Han.  — Het  MenlftI  TrniuiiiB.  — Inlelleot.  — Notes.  — Method 
Work.  —  Summary.  — Cliaiacter  anil  Influence. 


Miss  Edgewoetii  contlimed  to  interest  herswir  | 
literature  and  the  books  of  tlie  da}'.     Of  •■  Gni 
Manor"  she  wrote,  that  she  enjoyed  it  very  loud 
"It  ia  beautifully  written,  piithetic,  witliuut  the  ^ 
exaggenition  of  feeling  or  afFectntiyii." 

When    Lamartine  was  writing   bia  "  Histrtirc  d 
Girondins,"  he  wanted  some  infitrmntion  iiliuiit  I 
Abb<S  Edgeworth,  of  whom  Sneyd  Edgeworth 
written  a  Life  some  years  before.     Miss  Eilgi-wi 
guve  Mr.  Lamartine  what  he  needed  j  and  »\te  \ 
not   at  all  pleased    with  "a   note   from   timt   inojj 
cunceited  and  not  over-well-bred  M.  de  Lamartinej 
adding,  *'  What  an  egotist  and  wliat  a  puppy  it  i 
But  the  ovation  has  turned  hia  head." 

Some  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  color  of  " 
Cecilia  Clarendon's'  eyes,"  and  she  wrote  tliat  » 
she  last  saw  Lady  Cecilia  "her  eyes  were  Uue^ 
and  she  adds,  that  slie  is  '*  higldy  gratifieil  by  findtn 
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lluit  my  dear  Lady  Cecilia's  eyes  still  Qontiiiiie  to 
interciit  sufficiently  to  liave  s  quesliun  as  to  their 
color." 

Tht'  liist  of  Miss  Edgeworth's  life  was  tiaddened 
by  the  death  uf  her  favorite  Imlf-^ister,  Mm.  Le 
Stock  Wilson  ("Fanny").  She  was  deeply  attached 
b)  all  her  half  bruthera  aud  sisters,  but  Fanny  wns 
puticulnrly  beloved  by  her.  She  died  after  a  short 
illness,  and  the  sliock  was  much  felt  by  Maria. 

Mr.  Hull,  in  speaking  of  the  lasi  time  he  ever  mot 
iMiM  EUjjeworth,  says,  — 

^^  Tlie  Uat  lime  we  saw  her  was  at  the  house  of  her 
TOtcr,  Mm.  Wilson  (now  alao  di?|mrted),  iu  North  Aud- 
"fcy  Street.  She  was,  of  eouree,  a  eentre  of  attrnetlon : 
'tiu!  heated  room  ami  many  '  presenttilioiis '  seemed  to 
■■weary  lier.  H'e,  of  etmi-se.  were  selilom  near  licr  in  the 
OOwd;  and,  as  we  were  biiMiug  her  gitod-liy,  shtf  mnclc 
H  mint^nds  by  whisix-ring,  '  We  will  make  up  for  this  nt 
Xdgpwortlistowti.'  Alas!  that  was  not  to  be:  not  long 
tfterwarda  elm  returned  to  Edgewortlistown.  and  wsa 
JWddenly  called  from  earth. 

**  lo  one  »f  her  letters  to  Mrs.  Hall  (who  wrote  to  her 
a.  Ikt  tiirtliday  every  year  ituring  several  years),  Blie 
»y8,  '  Your  cordial,  wttrm-lH-arlt'd  noUr  was  the  veiy 
Ieasai]t4.-st  1  received  on  my  biilhday.  e.xcept  those  fTOm 
ly  own  family.  Vou  must  not  dehiy  long  in  Aiidiug 
9nr  way  to  Kdgeworthstown  if  yoii  mean  to  ace  me 
piia.  RcmetnlKT.  you  have  juat  congratulated  ne  on 
ly  eighty-second  birthday.'  " 

Lord  Macaulay's  biographer  says.  — 
''Among  all  the  incideut^  conn eeteil  with  the  imMieo- 
liis  hitftory,  nothing  pleased  1 
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Uk>  griLtification  that  ho  oontiived  to  give  3{aria  1 
worth  as  a  small  rt-tum  for  the  enjoyment  wblcb,  dni 
more  than  forty  yeara,  lie  hati  derived  from  bi?r  flu 
writings.'    That  lady,  wlio  was  then  w  her  eij;hty-ti 
winter,  and  within  u  fL>w  months  of  her  deuth.  S3y»  ii 
course  of  a  letter  to  Dr.  Holland,  'And  now,  my  f 
friend,  I  require  you  to  btliere  that  all  tlie  admiratiual 
have  Mpressed  of  Mneaulay's  work  is  qalte  uiilulluenc 
by  the  self-aatisffCtion.  vaul^,  pride,  enrprise,  I  I 
ftDding  my  own  name  in  a  note !     I  tind  formed  my  o 
loD,  auit  ex|irea8ed  it  to  my  friends  who  were  rrwlii 
book  to  me,  before  I  came  to  that  note.'    Morcovrr,  1 
was  a  mixture  of  shame,  and  a  twinge  of  pain, 
pleasure  and  pride  I  felt  in  having  a  Ihic  in  this  immoi 
history  given  to  me.  when  there  is  no  mention  of  1 
Wult«,>r  Scott  throughout  the  work,  even  iu  pla<x-s  wlM 
it  seems  impossible  that  the  historian  could  resist  paying 
the  becoming  tiibutc  which  genius  owes,  and  loves  to  pay. 
to  genius.     Perhaps  he  reserves  himself  for  the  'ilt, 
I  hoi>e  in  heaven  it  is  so.     Meanwhile  be  so  good  t 
make  my  grateful  and  deeply  felt  thanks  to  the  ] 
author  for  the  honor  which  he  has  done  me.' 

After  Maria's  dangerous  illness  a  few  yearn  bcfca 
her  death,  she  said  to  a  friend,  — 

"  And,  now  it  is  all  over,  I  thank  Gml  not  only  I 
my  recover)', but  for  my  illness.     Ju  very  truth,  and  will 

I  "  Macau  I  ay  on  one  occiuinn  pronounces  timt  tlie  9>: 
AbMniecF.  wlierp  Lonl  Colamlire  ilIscoieTs  hliiisHlf  lo  h 
anil  1(1  llif  ir  oppressor,  in  Ihs  best  thinic  of  lh»  «i>rt  mirm  lliu  oiwal 
ot  tlie  twpnly-9ccon<l  bonk  »(  the  OiljrMey," 

>  "Tills  n'>t«  \»  in  tlic  nixtb  ohaptur,  at  tho  botlAm  nf  ttin  p 
iloiiiiriblnfi  tliB  haliiM  ol   the  old  nnlTvu  Irish  propripbin  !■ 
Mirantcnnili  wnliiry  r  'Mlwi  E«lgrwortirii   Klnj;  C.irnr  Ih-Ioo;! 
m  toUr  «<«1  iiiilrli  morf  nlvlllitnl  j^neratlon:  l>iii  wliuero 
led  thai  iwlniiruhlH  |K>rtntlt  ntn  torrn  ttaae  uiAMa  of  i 
Coniy'ii  (tri-iit  Brmi'Iliiiliar  miint  li»v«  buon.' " 
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t  tlio  least  citagperation  or  affectation  or  sentiroent,  I 

iclare.  that,  on  the  whole,  my  illness  was  n  nouira  of 

p  pleHfiUiv  tliaii  pain  to  me  ;  huiI  I  would  wiUiit^iy  go 

u(;h  all  tlie  fever  and  weakness  to  have  tlio  deliglit  of 

feelings  of  warm  aflectiou.  and  tlie  eoiiBec|iifnl  un- 

)eaknl)le  scniialiona  of  gratitude.     Whc-ii  I  felt  tliut  it 

r  than  prohable  that  I  should  uol  recover,  with 

it  pulse  nt)ove  a  hundred  and  twenty,  anil  at  the  entrant* 

y  seven^-sixtb  year,  I  was  not  alarmed  i  I  felt  ready 

Be  tranquil  from  the  banquet  of  life,  where  1  had 

a  happy  guest ;  I  conOdenlly  relied  on  the  goodness 

ly  Creator." 

.  And  agatii,  a  few  weeks  only  before  her  deatli,  she 
■Dte:  — 


"Otir  pleasures  in  literature  do  not,  I  think,  decline 
last    let  of  January   was   my  eighty-seooiwl 
tliday.  auil  t  Uiink  that  I  had  as  much  enjoyment  frtnn 
iks  as  ever  I  bad  in  my  life." 

Only  a  few  weeks  before  her  death.  Miss  Edge- 
wortb  addresiiied  the  following  lines  to  her  beloved 
oouBtry.     Tiiey  were  written  early  in  May. 

»"  Ireland,  with  all  thy  faulbs  thy  fotliea  too. 
I  loT«<  tht-e  still :  Blill  with  n  candid  eye  must  visw 
Thy  wit,  Ux)  quick,  still  blundering  into  aense, 
Thy  reckless  humor,  sad  improvidence. 
And  Men  whitl sober  judges  folliea  call, 
I,  IcKiking  at  Uic  henrt,  forget  them  all." 

MiiU  Edfteworth  was  much  touched  by  the  gener- 
<wity  of  ihr  iKirU-rs  who  carried  the  aupi)IieH  to  the 
reaselK  loarlcd  by  American  liberality  for  Ireliuid 
;  the  famine ;  and,  bearing  tb&t  these  poor  awn 
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refused  to  accept  any  payment  for  their  aervica 
the  good  work,  she  knit  with  her  own  han<i 
wiJdUeii  comforter  of  bright  colors  for  every  t 
They  were  proud  and  grateful  for  the  remeinbrn 
but  before  these  gifts  reached  their  deistioutiou 
generous  giver  was  no  more. 

The    latter   part    of   Miss    Edgeworth's    lifo 
pus)%ed  mostly  at  EdgeworthBtowu,  alternating  i 
long  visits  at  the  rectory  of  Trim.     The  society 
Mr.  Butler,  himself  a  well-known  scholar  and  a 
quuriiin,  was  very  attractive  aud  congenial  to  Ma 

Trim  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Laracor.  fai 
for  its  associations  with  Dean  Swift  and  Stella .  i 
near  by  is  the  birthplace  of  the  Ouko  of  Wellingl 
Dangan  Castle. 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  expected  at  Trim  when 
news  of  her  death  arrived,  so  sudden  and  uiiexpef 
was  her  last  illness.  She  drove  out,  in  her  tu 
health,  a  few  hours  before  her  death.  She  was  t 
denly  seized  with  a  pain  in  the  region  of  the  lie 
and  felt  languid  and  oppreased.  With  herconseB 
letter  was  written  to  her  friend,  the  skilful  phvKioi 
Sir  Henry  Marsh,  summoning  him  for  advice;  I 
shortly  after,  she  expiied,  May  22,  1849,  without 
struggle,  in  the  arms  of  her  stepmother. 

Miss  Edgeworth  liad  often  in  her  latter  yeail 
expressed  a  desire  that  she  might  die  at  home,  he 
spared  a  long  illness  out  of  consideration  to  ihfl 
family,  and  that  Mrs.  Edgeworth  might  be  by  her  side 
at  the  last:  all  these  wishes  were  fulfilled,  and  her 
death  was  as  painless  as  possible.  To  the  vvry  latott 
hour  of  her  life,  she  was  fortunate  in  being  in  (t 
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tetision  of  her  faculties.  Her  brilliant  mind  was 
lear  and  vigoroua  to  the  last.  Slie  waa  never  very 
Ittroiig.  never  equal  to  much  cxercUe :  but  she  was 
^vored  to  the  end  with  average  health,  her  spirita 
railing ;  and  her  pleiisure  in  life  and  the  daily 
Decupatioiia  wiib  which  she  busied  herself  was  some- 
^liing  wonderful. 

During  the  years,  after  the  publication  of  "Helen," 

irhich  preceded  her  deatli,  »lie  made  some  notes  for 

fc  story,  "Take  for  Granted."  and  wrote  "Oriandi- 

"  but  she  was  wi^e  enough  to  feel  that  she  had 

eil  the  time  for  producing  original  work.     Sho 

Mt«d  her  fame  on  work  well  done,  atid  did  nul  tritle 

prith  the  public  estimation  by  offering  Inferior  com- 

lUtJund  to  her  readers.     There  are  few  authors  who 

ko   resist  the  temptation  of  publishing.      She  wiu 

irly  trained  to  wait:  during  the  yoai-s  previous  to 

r  first  appearance  as  a  writer,  with  her  little  ven- 

'.  called  "  Letters  for  Literary  Ladies,"  alie  wrote 

DUch,  as  we  have  seen,  but  was  content  to  reaerve 

r  powers  for  the  instruction  and  amusement  of  her 

m  family  and  friends. 

Miss  Edgeworth.  in  writing  to  Mrs.  Inrlibald,  wud 
ifae  was  her  own  Rosamond  in  "Patronage:"  witty, 
rivacions,  impetuous,  gvnerous-beartvd  Rosiimond 
I  aaid  by  her  family  and  friemls  to  be  her  own 
lounterimrt.  Undoubleilly  she  bad  all  the  im|iftu- 
0ity,  frankness,  animatioit,  and  warmth  of  fot-ling, 
i  thia  eharucler.  Her  tears  were  easily  excited  by  a 
■!«  of  woe :  some  amusing  anecdote  brought  amiiek, 
ir  a  pleasant  event  made  her  happy.  She  had,  how- 
nrar,  tlie  noble  qualities  of  CaruUno  Percy  as  wulL 
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She  wag  far-sighted,  prudent,  and  high-fipirtted. 
had  great  self-control,  and  could,  as  occiiiiiaal 
quired,  exercise  this  power.  She  forced  herself 
write  "  Ormond  "  by  the  bedside  of  her  dying  faH 
and  refused  M.  Edeicrautz  because  she  felt  it  i 
the  wisest  thing  she  could  do,  though  her  h<?arl  I 
fancy  were  deeply  engaged.  She  was  ever  car^ 
to  attend  to  the  practical  details  and  petty  affl 
of  every-day  life,  and  could  turn  from  the  imagia 
scenes  of  a  novel,  or  the  br^ht  and  profound  | 
versation  of  wits  and  philosophers,  to  arrange  1 
Bisters"  costumes,  as  they  visited  in  ContinenU 
English  society ,  nt  home  was  the  business  i 
of  her  father's  estate,  the  overseer  of  village  i 
almoner  to  the  poor,  and,  as  we  have  seeti,  I 
best  friend  and  adviser  in  their  affairs. 

She  did  not  disdain  the  smallest  occupation,  i 
found  in  little  pleasures  much  to  relieve  and  invigo- 
rate her  mind.  Home  was  ever  to  her  the  dearest 
place,  the  haven  to  which  she  turned.  We  hore 
seen  her  admired,  sought,  and  courted  by  wits,  phi- 
losophers, women  of  fashion  and  culture.  The  g^M^ 
est  minds  and  people  of  rank  alike  vied  with  tlieir 
homage  and  respect;  but  these  attentions  never 
tnnied  her  head,  or  for  a  moment  allured  her  fn™ 
the  simple  pleasures  nf  a  domestic  life.  She  returned 
as  readily  from  the  "brilliant  panorama  of  Loiido"-' 
and  the  »alont  of  Paris,  to  the  "phun  living  a"'' 
high  thinking"  of  the  home  in  Irelund.  and  ib* 
little  cares  incident  to  the  life  at  Eilgpwiirllwtoini. 
as  she  went.  If  the  contrast  between  the  wdt'  j 
ordered  mansions  of  England,  the  elegance  of  P 
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Psnd  Edge  wnr  thai  own,  struck  her,  her  affection  for 
I  faome  and  its  surrniindings  vtaa  strong  eiioiigli  to 
oompensalo  for  all  dtifuiencies  she  snw  in  Ireland. 
Ab  flJie  always  said,  she  "  loved  '  Ireland  ;  aiid,  much 
us  thts  ilfplured  the  poverty  and  squalor  whii^h  tthe 
I  made  it  her  life-lotig  object  to  ameiiomtc.  she  found 
tht)  chamis  iif  home  and  fumilr  sufheieiit,  nay  more, 
—  n  large  rewnnl  for  the  loss  of  the  puliish  of  Bug 
Ush  life.  (IF  tlie  brilliancy  of  Paris. 

Ill  hi;r  own  home.  Miss  Kdgcworth  was  vheerftil, 

sympathetic,  and  gay.     When  her  sisters  were  with 

her  in   V&r'i*,  one   of  them  wrote   of   .Maria:  "We 

oft«n  n'ondcr  what  her  admirers  would  say,  after  all 

\he  |irofound  romark.t  and  brilliant  witticisms  they 

have  listened  to,   if   they   heard   all   her  delightful 

nonsense  with  us,"  and  she  turned  with  readineaa 

from   the  compiiny  of  »avan(t  and   philosophers   to 

r  Unuge  a  party  of  pleasure  for  her  young  sisters,  or 

^rhaps  lulvise  about  the  style  of  a  new  dres.-s. 

UUk  Kdgeworlh  was  extremely  smalt  of  stature, 

1  her  fignre  continued  slight  and  erect  to  the  l&i<t. 

jBbe  WRS  active  and  alert  in  her  movemenbs,  and 

llwajrs  ready  to  take  steps  for  othent.     Her  counte* 

(vas  exceedingly  plain,  and  she   was  unpre- 

inding   in   her  whole   appearance.     No   one   could 

meet  and  converse  with  her,  without  forgetting  the 

I^Uinucsa   of   face,   in    the   spirit,    benevolence,  and 

toiin  which  irradiated  and  played  over  her  features, 

K  she  listened  oympathetically  to  Home  story  of  suf- 

ring,  laughed  at  a  good  nnccdnte.  or  told  in   her 

irittjr  and  animated  style  some  Irish  tale,  or  imitated 

f  .^cuiiarities  of  some  brilliant  orator  like  Min* 
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1jeft»i,  or  the  great  Mrs.  Siddons.  In  1831 
Eiigewortli  siiid.  "  Nobody  is  ugly  now  but  invsu 
and  all  through  life  t^he  was  eonscioufi  of  her  j 
neas,  hut  could  hardly  have  realized  that  her  (ii«| 
and  admirers  woitUI  gladly  look  upon  the  f^niiij 
U)e  face  without  regard  to  the  lack  of  heautn 
feature,  when  she  bo  resolutely  persisted  in  refm 
to  sit  for  a  picture.' 

She  was  fastidiously  neat  in  her  dress,  and  metl 
ical  in  her  habits,  and  the  love  of  onler,  uarlyl 
pressed  upon  her  by  Mrs.  Hoiiora  Edgeworth. 
of  iramense  value  to  her  all  {lirough  life.     For  o 
and  method  judiciously  managed  gave  lier  titn 
do   many   and    very   various   kinds    of    work, 
uould  turn  from  her  well-iirrtinged  writing,  to  | 
some  order  nbout  her  repairs  or  village  charity  » 
superintend  her  garden,  and  settle  aecotints.  \ 
out  destroying  the  continuity  of   thonght  or  i 
ring  the  dialogue  of  her  stories.     Undoubtedly  i 
bad  rare  powers  of  eoneentration   and  a  very  1 
common   memory,   aided   also   by   a   fine   puw 
disc riuii nation  in  the  nsie  of  matirrial ;  but  when  i 
consider  that  she  wrote  in  tJie  large  family  Mttit 
room,  which   was   also   a   library   and    the   genrnlt 
meeting-place   of  gitests   and    business  visiton,  tbf 
admiration  for  her  talents  is  increased.     For  a  li'ui: 
time  Miss  Edgeworth  used  n  little  desk  in  this  n"Hn- 
on  which,  two  years  before  her  fatherV  deulfi.  li" 
inscribed  the  following  wonU:  — 
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"On  this  humble  desk  wore  written  all  the  Dumerous 
•arka  of  my  duughter.  Maria  Eilgi-worth,  in  tbe  conjmon 
Ittiug-rooin  of  my  family.  lu  ttioac  wurka,  wWwlt  were 
biclly  written  U>  |ilt;uae  mo,  slio  bus  nevvr  attjiikftl  the 
crsonal  chanict*T  or  any  human  being,  or  intcrfiTttl 
itti  (he  opinions  of  tiny  sett  or  party,  reli^oua  or  [loliti- 
\\ :  while  endeavonug  tu  inTorm  and  inHtriiet  olhi-rs. 
tie  improved  and  amuscil  her  own  mind,  and  grutiHed 
er  heart,  which  I  do  believe  ib  better  than  her  head. 

"  R.  L.  E." 

After  Mr.  Edgeworth's  death  ahe  used  a  writing- 
esk  which  h»d  belonged  to  him ;  and  it  wn»  placed 
n  a  table  of  hU  construct  ion.  to  which  she  added  a 
rAcket  for  her  caiidlestiek,  and  other  little  conven- 
sncce.  It  was  easily  rolled  near  the  lire  in  winter. 
I)<]  in  summer  could  be  placed  behind  the  pillant  of 
le  library  by  a  window,  where  ahe  enjoyed  the  air. 
'  Miss  Edgenorth  was  an  early  riser;  and  in  the 
torning,  after  a  cup  of  coffee,  usually  walked,  as 
efnre  stated,  for  some  time.  She  came  into  the 
reakfast-niuni  in  summer  with  her  hands  full  of 
Dwers;  and  sat  with  the  family  at  the  table,  though 
le  ate  very  little.  She  Imd  some  work  always  to 
aay  herself  with,  and.  on  tho  arrival  of  the  mait- 
tg.  took  much  interest  in  reading  her  letters,  and 
•tencd  to  the  news  of  (he  djiy ;  but  she  never  wna  a 
stitjcian,  though  she  took  pleasure  in  the  general 
rogrcss  of  aflfnirs. 

After  breakfast  she  sat  down  to  writr,  and  worked 
II  Inncheon<tiuie;  and  after  that  meal  occupied 
erM-df  with  some  needlework,  as  ex{>erienc«  taught 
er  that  writing  immedjiitvly  aft«r  e&ting  was  bad 
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fop  her.  At  times  her  anxiety  Kboiit  a  certnin 
o(  work,  an  interesting  dialogue,  or  sointi 
finished  cliaracter  or  scene,  made  her  viTy  uuwilli 
to  defer  her  writing ;  but  this  Wfts  her  rule.  A  ill 
in  the  iiiiernoon.  in  later  yeara,  was  a  [ilesiiatit 
Uxalion  :  in  early  Ufe  she  rode  with  htt  fn 
but  nivtural  timidity  about  hor&es  madi*  her  a 
horBewoman.  The  rest  of  the  day  vni»  passed  i 
RS  other  ladies  pass  their  time.  She  dined,  took 
with  the  family,  and  passed  the  evening  in  coiivewa- 
Hon,  or  lietening  to  reading.  In  this  way  she  pa:'ised 
her  time,  when  it  was  unbroken  by  visilt>.  SJie 
worked  so  systematically  and  regularly  many  boun 
of  the  day  when  at  home,  that  eho  could 
Sparc  the  necessary  time  for  visits,  and  the 
plete  change  they  made. 

Miss  Edgeworth,  while  at  Trim,  in  her  ei\ 
third  year,  not  long  before  her  death,  ^vrote 
dictation  some  reminiiicences.    She  said, 

"  I  rocolli'ct  a  numl«r  of  literary  projects,  if  I  may  s 
call  tlicm,  or  apeixiis  of  things  which  1  might  Iiai'i*  writ- 
ten if  I  had  had  time  or  capacity  so  to  do.  The  word 
apetXH  my  fatlier  used  to  objeot  to.  '  Let  us  liav«  i 
of  your  upeixun,  Maria :  either  follow  a  thing  out  dw 
to  a  conclusion,  or  do  not  begin  it ;  begin  nothing  with 
finielnng  it." 

She  followed  this  advice,  she  says,  but  notes  doi 
Boine  of  the  many  temptations  she  bad  to  neglect  1 
among  them  Sir  Thomas  Browne's  "  Vulgar  Err 

"  It  might  be  useful  fshe  says]  and  entertain! 
look  over  this  book,  and  mark  what  erron  yet  i 
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lat  deaeire  to  be  (called  vulgar,  and  what  have  Iwen 
itatiHsfaed  as  truths :  also  to  exaniine  whence  the  i^rrore, 
i«rp[KHH?d  to  be  auch,  arose  ;  aud  to  '  briiuj  /unainl '  to 
posterity  'arreant  outstanding.' 

To  take  a  larger  scope  iu  the  same  range,  it  might  be 
veil  to  look  at  Baeon'ti  'Pyramid  of  Kuowlt^lge,'  and 
Bote  wliat  [jrogruss  liiia  been  made  under  racJi  divisioili 
and  wbiit  new  divisions,  or  hendiogs,  have  becu  made  In 
cuuftdjucucv  of  new  oiieoings  nod  new  dtscoverics." 

AI90  take 

•'  The  hiBtory  of  the  imaginatiuD  as  well  m  science. 

"  lo  looking  at  Bacon's  '  I^amid  of  Knowledge.'  tbe 

\tk  of  fxiimining  and  rcimrting  od  each  divi§ion  appeam 

loo  vast  for  any  mind  but  the  mind  of   liim  who  fltst 

retched  that  '  I'j-iamid  : '  but  even  the  commencing  such 

I  undertaking  may  bo  useful  ua  encouraging  other  minds 

b  ustat.     The  slightest  light  thrown,  mnking  the  dnrk- 

visiMe,  |>oinUj  out  at  least  where  we  may  attempt  to 

to  di9])el  t.lmt  obscurity." 


Does  not  know  of  any  ndvanoe  to  uotc  in  meta- 
hyaics,  excejit 

"Tlie  doctrine  of  association,  originally  noticed  liy 
.ristotle.  may  be  terme<i  new  In  tlte  more  ext^-ndcd  sig- 
ication  in  which  it  has  Iiecn  ueeil  by  Iliirtli-y,  I'ricstly, 
luroe ;  hut  iiow  far  it  has  l>t'en  usefully  appllix)  to  educA- 
remaius  to  l«  shown.  Uimn  its  revival,  this  prio- 
iplc  Kcvms  t*)  have  lieen  mucti  ovtr-valui-d,  and.  aa  Kir 
Valtor  Scott  humorously  obscn-cd,  to  have  been  usml  as 
a  wnt  of  roctaphysical  pick-lock.'  It  scrms  to  have 
Men  forgotten,  in  the  zeal  for  the  power  of  a«»ociatioa, 
bat  Lhore  must  be  something  to  associate  with,  Bomv 
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originnl  capacity  of  feeliDg  or  pkasiire,  probably  fllfferent 
in  diCFcrent  minds. 

"  Look  over  Bentham  to  consider  whether  any  advnnw 
has  been  made  by  him  since  Hume,  resj>ecting  the  princi- 
ple of  utility,  OS  applied  either  to  morals  or  legislation. 
There  is  a  slight  '  Review '  on  this  suljjetl,  written  hy 
myself,  which  may  be  worth  looking  at;  as  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  approved  of  it  as  being,  nl  the  time  it  was  writ- 
ten, the  moat  concise  statement  he  had  seen  of  Uie  prin- 
ciple of  ulility,  as  applied  to  orimea  and  punishments. 
Of  Uumont's  Bcntham  '  Sur  les  R^coin|>en8e3,*  many  new 
ideas  have  been  stolen  unacknowledged  from  it  by  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  and  others,  and  plated  out  for  their 
own  |>ur(>os«8. 

"With  regard  to  the  whole  system,  founded  on  the 
principle  of  utility,  it  should  be  observed  that  it  is  more 
a  question  of  words  than  has  hitherto  in  the  diacussioii 
been  observed,  even  by  philosophers.  If  each  par^ 
were  to  define  intelligibly  and  exactly  what  they  mean 
by  the  word  '  utility,'  the  dispute  must  come  to  an  end. 
Hitherto  the  enemies,  as  they  call  themselves,  of  the 
principle,  disregarding  derivation,  assnme  that  the  wwd 
'  utility '  can  be  used  only  in  a  restricted  sense  ;  as  we  saj 
a  chair  is  useful  to  sit  upon,  not  considering  what  may  be 
useful  to  human  happiness  in  general,  or  in  giving  pleas- 
ore,  independently  of  doing  service.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  the  beautiful,  and  all  that  relates  to  taste,  th^ 
distinguish  from  the  useful ;  and  they  have  fair  play  fn 
ridicule  well  exemplified  in  Hme.  de  Stael's  nullerj 
against  DunxHit,  and  liie  system  of  utility  in  her  '  Con> 
aideraUons,'  where  she  asks  the  pfailosopber  whether 
beautiful  landscapes,  etc.,  are  useful.  The  defendeia  ft  > 
the  principle  of  atilit^  have  not  yet  sufllciently  poioteil  Mt 
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tt>  oziitt  definition.  Dumont  employs  the  word  '  atili^ ' 
8  i^vtrry  tiling  which  ia  coadudve  to  human  hajipiness  or 
I  plcaaiire ;  referring  to  bia  list  enunieratiug  Bucli 
pliMuiircs,  t«.-nipora]  pk-aeurea.  both  of  the  Henses  and  the 
^totvllt^l,  it  Bvc-tos  he  would  also  include  fL'lJgioiis  happi- 
I,  or  the  liojM?  of  liuppiiiees  in  a  future  staUi,  aa  txiiug 
'  our  happiness  at  proaent.  This  he  does  uol 
latlnctly  stale,  but  iofera  it ;  as  in  bia  system  there  is, 
declares,  notlaug  contrary  to  religion,  only  coutrnry 
^to  persecution,  which,  pimluciug  evil,  comes  under  the 
bead  of  pains." 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  interested  in  political  ccono- 
Hy,  Biid  in  thi!)  same  paper  of  notes  tihe  said  she 
Questioned  how  the  preiseut  state  of  Irelnod  vas 
■ffcctcd  by  the  potato. 

"  I  reeollect  that  in  Berkeley's  ■  Querist '  there  ia  this 

inqniTF  -■  '  Whether  potatoes  have  l*eeu  a  blessing  or  on 

r  Wil  to  Ireland  ? '  and,  as  well  as  1  can  reculleet,  uiothtT 

'  bf  bU  (tileries  is,  '  What  would  l>e    the    eonse<]ueiioe   to 

relaod  if  ixttatoes  ceasnl  to  Iw  llie  nationnl  food  ? ' 

"  t  have  some  excellent  letters  of   my  dear  deceased 

bitmd  Mr.  Ricardn,  which  l>ciu-  ui>nn  this  subject,  and 

iiich  state  what  ought  to  l>e   the  desideratum   for  the 

r  fbod  of  a  nation  :  such  as,  storabillty  ;  not  to  be  the  low* 

Lnt  price,  ttiat  something  may  lie  bad  to  fall  back  upon 

T^  case  of  crops  failing ;  food  that  requires  industry,  ool 

1  be  scratched  ont  of  the  earth  like  pignuts." 

She  ooRipures  Scott*a  and  Johnson's  Lives,  one  of 
!  novelists,  the  second  of  the  poets,  "curious  to 
ittArk  the  difference  between  criticism  by  one  himseir 
I  one  particular  line  of  Action,  and  cue 
blr  eminent  in  general  litenture,  but  not  poeseas- 
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ing  tbr  inuiginatire  or  itiTrnliTa] 
nuiwripr  leantini/.  in  tht*  wt 
itrm,  hitrdly  cciiii[>en8ate«  i 
tJDti  aa  to  dt»cri|)ttv«  poetrj-, 
nature,  or  us  to  llie  pnijihic  ] 
hiunaa  cliaracter.  uod  of  cotnbin 
cotutidered  iht  a»peritv  of  Jobu 
gebea  or  fbttery  of  Scutt,  nlOt 
L  was  ungiilarij'  frev  from 
ikid,  "I  would  as  tooa  cb 
at." 

Her  ftketcbct  were  written  m 

like  check-bonks,  and.  tndcod,  4 

cmirtT  cover  uf  a  check-bouk, 

look. 

As  the  reader  will  have  obsei 

As  in  *■  Patronage,' 

^ttoo  ihe  took  oat  the  Iri&b  i 

lade  a  sepante  stor;  uf  it ;  ai 

roOBp)  ~  was  paltUsbed,  she  chi 

it.    Simetiines   lu>r  »torie$  wer 

the  plot  compliftelT  altered,  as 

she   made   no  original  plan  or 

of  the  tales  were  little  altered 

ooption.    In  "Ennui"  and  "' 

fbllnwed  almost  exactlv  the  orig 

BvBtdea  th«*se  sketches,  she 
and  of  the  usual  nute4iouk  si 
entend  any  thing  which  stnM 
material  for  thought  or  cooipai 
Ufi)  did  alie  begin  these  notes, 
•nWi  u  writteu  in  hor  childish  i 
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[iToie-book,  neo.) 

'JtfcOuflwA,  Western  lates. — On  the  mountains  —  de- 
cs gf  cold  —  whiskey  in  cup  mixe<l  with  b&iUtoues  — 
[uicksilver  Bnak  into  the  Ijuib. 

•For  Uarrt/  atut  Lucy.  —  Boy  going  under  archwuy. 
tw  hone  could  go  but  Dot  self ;  caught  hold  of  bar 
uve,  and  clung. 

"Star,  Ihwrnber,  1801.  —  Trial  of  Tailor  and  Sim- 
IX.  Coachninn  would  sleep  on  box :  geutlem an  snatched 
at«  from  coach ;  at  trial  coochy  turning  the  tidilcii  on 
m  for  stealing  pliit« ;  taken  to  Giltspur-street  Compter ; 
c  shilling." 

Entries  were  matle  just  as  she  found   things  to 

terest  her  in  a  miscellaneous  way ;  and  "  by  some 

of  memory,"  as  she  says,  she  knew  long  afttr 

'here  to  find  them. 

It  is  difficult,  in  leaving  the  subject  of  Miss  Edge- 

Wrth's  method  of  work,  and  her  deference  tfl  her 

tther's  advice   and   counsel  in  the  comitruction  of 

er  novels  and  tales,  to  let  the  opportunity  pass  for 

eonnideratiun    of    his   inSuence    over   her   mind. 

Ihere  is  no  more  extraordinary  case  on  record,  of 

Iw  BnhjecCion  of  one  mind  to  another,  than  this. 

in   original   genius   of   the   highest   order   is   Keen 

into  the  service  of  a  clever,  ingenious,  hut 

■«atisfied  and  restless  intellect ;  and  it  is  further 

ined  with  sentiments   of  filial   devotion   and 


The  whole  influence  of  Mr.  Edgewortli  in  behalf 
f  method,  industry,  and  constant  application,  was 
Dod ,  but  what  would  have  been  the  career  of  hta 
ifted  daughter,  unhampered  by  the  treadmill  in 


534 


A   STDDY   OF  MARIA  EDQKWORTH. 


which  the  self-assertion  and  domineering  criticisni 
her  father  condemned  her  to  work?  Pity  and 
jecture  are  alike  wasted  iii  regret  at  the  tniiniier 
wliich  Mr,  Edgeworth  made  lier  write,  or  iu  fancy: 
what  her  life  would  have  been  untrammelled  l»y 
mental  foot-rule  which  he  applied  to  her  soai 
genius  and  gay  imagination. 

The   natural    modesty   and   timid   disposition 
Maria   made   her  place   implicit   confidence   in 
father's  judgment.      Concentration  and   humor, 
usual  in  a  woman's  work,  whith  is  too  often  diffusii 
and  sentimenul,  she  owed  largely  to  hia  early  su] 
vision  of   her  studies.     Humor  he  could  not  gll 
but  he  had  enough  himself  to  foster  the  bias  of  ' 
daughter's  mind.     She  was  indebted  to  him  for 
remarkable  ability  to  concentrate  and  conserro 
mental  forces.     Masculine  and  fomlnine  cjuatities 
mind  were  thus  hers  in  an  unusual  degree- 
Mr.  Edgeworth  had  a  love  of  petty  detail :  he 
ried  into  literature  the  same  views  wlnub  made  bin 
say  that  a.  child  should  not  read  any  thing  it  could 
not  perfectly  comprehend.     He  had  not  considered 
ButBciently  the  saying  of  the  French  writer,  "Le  H>. 
cret  d'ennuyer  est  cehu  de  tout  dire." 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  a  devout  and  coiuii 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  a  constant 
attendant  at  her  parish  church.  She  was  constantly 
attacked,  during  her  lifetime,  by  critics  who  asserted 
that  she  made  morality  her  highest  object.  Robert 
Hall,  after  greatly  praising  her  writings,  laments 
they  contain  no  allusions  to  religion ;  saying,  " 
does  not  attack  religion,  or  inveigh  again:>t 
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I  it  appear  unaeut-ssary  by  exhibiting  perfect 
virtiit.-  witliout  it." 

Til  tliu:>o  who  made  such  strictures,  the  qiiei^tlon 

ght  have  well  been  put:  Wliat  is  i)erfect  virtue 
)iritl)out  the  esseiioe  of  religion  ?  how  can  a  iierson 
be  jierfeclly  virtuous  without  any  religions  belief?  I 
Ihiuk  Mi!i»  Edgeworth  meant  to  inculcate  the  highest 
WDtiiiieuts  of  religion,  which  were  not  dependent 
npou  creed  or  dogma,  the  pure  essence  of  faith  in 
^ things  unseen  and  spiritual;"  and  titat,  as  she 
Stained  from  profitning  the  highest  human  love  by 
passionate  descriptions  of  lovers'  vows,  she  felt  that 
to  indicate  the  virtues  was  to  convey,  to  the  reader 
tf  fine  intelligence,  practical  views  of  religion. 

She  was  intimate  with  many  Churchmen,  and  the 
bright  and  shining  lights  of  the  Church  paid  homage 
bo  her  genius  and  her  good  influence.  Archbishop 
IWhfttely,  in  his  "  Annotations  of  Bacon's  Essays." 
I  an  allusion  to  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  which  he 
makes  the  same  criticism  as  Robert  ilall,  and  enters 
ftt  length  into  the  waut  of  artistic  excellence  this 
:inuses.  All  minds  have  their  limitations,  niid  that 
ipf  Mi^  Edgeworth  was  no  exception  to  this  nilv. 
For  what  she  gave  the  literature  of  hor  country  wo 
Utut  be  grateful,  and  accept  tlie  books  she  gave  us  — 
ihe  gave  us  of  her  best. 

If  ever  a  life  could  be  called  "a  prayer,"  that 
pf  MIhs  Edgeworth  was  such  in  its  a.spiraiioii  and  in- 
1.  Her  earnest  desire  was  to  do  g<^(>d.  to  be 
ko  many  the  means  of  uplifting  and  cheering  suffer- 
Dg  humanity. 

Miss  Edgeworth  was  enipbaUcally  a  represeotatLve 
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of  the  utilitarian  ideas  which  Bentham  recognized  u 
the  greiit  movemeut  of  tlie  last  century.  The  re- 
action from  the  old  mediffival  ideas  aiid  formulas  wm 
R  violent  one,  and  the  natural  outgrowth  of  ntudern 
civilization  and  development.  A»  the  incoming  tido 
washes  away  the  debris  left  by  the  former  waves,  (he 
century  of  the  French  Revolution  saw  vast  changes 
iu  action  ami  thought.  Miss  Eclgeworth  was  a  pro- 
gressive and  modern  thinker.  She  embodied  in 
her  novels  the  spirit  of  the  modern  movement. 
among  whose  leaders  she  may  be  named.  She  had 
a  positive  influence  on  society,  manners,  and  litera- 
ture- 

Macaulay  called  her  "the  second  woman  of  hex 
age,"  counting  Mme.de  Stael  as  the  first;  and  an- 
other writer  said  of  her  influence,  "  Miss  Edgeworth 
has  done  more  good,  both  to  the'  higher  and  lower  ~ 
world,  than  any  writer  since  the  days  of  Addison." 
Sir  James  Mackintosh  said  he  should  require  "for 
Botany  Bay  a  code  from  Bentham.  and  ^Popular 
Tales'  from  Miss  Edgeworth."  In  "Fors  Clavigera" 
for  May,  1876,  John  Ruskin,  after  some  excellent 
hints  on  dress  for  young  girls,  tells  his  readers,  if 
they  have  never  seen  "  Parent's  Assistant,"  to  ask 
their  parents  to  buy  it  for  them ;  and  advises  all  to 
read  "  the  little  scene  between  Miss  Somers  and 
Simple  Susan,  in  the  draper's  shop."  In  American 
and  English  literature,  there  are  constant  allusions 
to  the  characters  of  Miss  Edgeworth's  tales  and 
novels.  She  has  left  the  indelible  impress  of  geniua 
on  our  litei'ature.  She  had  also  a  Continental 
reputation. 
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Her  respect  for  the  Dimple  and  daily  virtucx  has 
often  been  remtirked.  It  has  been  truly  said,  thnt 
great  virtues  are  easy  to  write  of,  but  to  make  the 
minor  ({ualities  interesting,  and  yet  show  marked 
power  in  handling  larger  themes,  is  unusual.  She 
said  in  "Helen,"  "Whoever  makes  truth  disagree- 
able commits  high  treason  against  virtue ; "  iind  her 
writings  are  full  of  just  such  homely  truths,  at- 
tractively presented.  Sir  Walter  Scott  said  once  of 
her.  "Some  one  has  described  the  novels  of  Mis* 
Edgeworth  as  a  eort  of  esgenee  of  common-sense;  and 
the  definition  is  not  inappropriate." 

S.  Landor,  in  the  "IniHginiiry  Conversations" 
of  the  dead  and  living,  pays  a  pleasant  complinicat 
to  Miss  ICdgeworth's  writings. 

Among  the  latest  sketches  of  Miss  Edgeworth's  life 
wad  writings  (nothing  larger  has  yet  been  attempted) 

one  very  amusing  and  blundering  description  in 
•* Ulnstrious  Irishwomen,"  by  E.  Owcna  Hlackbum. 
Mitut  Kavanngh  has  a  brief  account  of  her ;  and  the 
latest  mentions  of  her  are  in  "The  Literary  History 
of  England,"  by  Mrs.  Oliphant  (a  critical  sketch  of 
"Castle  Ra^krent"),  aud,  by  "The  ConihUI  Magn- 
zinv "  foi  this  mouth,  which  has  a  pleasant  and 
Bketchy  account,  from  the  pen  of  a  well-known  writer. 

The  reviews,  magaiines,  and  pajiers  of  tlie  day  con- 
'tained  most  tender  and  aifectionate  notices  of  Miw 
^fidgevrorth;  and  her  death  was  mourned  on  both 
^nie»  of  the  Atlantic  as  a  public  loss.  One  writer 
;Wid  of  her,  "  No  man  or  woman  in  this  generation 
lEweds  to  be  told  of  iho  surpat^^ing  excellence  of  her 
Tuious  uTitings;  and  then  entered  into  a  glowing 
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eulogium  of  her  public  aad  private  virtues.     Sweet  I 
and  well-merited  words  of  praise  echoed  from  Am 
ica.     One  notice  said,  — 

"This  admirable  writer  has  long  enjoynl  a  rcputaUon 
like  tlic  calm  unbiused  judgment  of  posterit>f.  Slic  lived 
to  BfM  her  works  pass  from  the  regions  of  transient  i)opur 
larit;  to  that  of  permanent  fame." 

An  IriBli  poeteB8i"i&  aimotiiuni^  to  s'frkAid  Hw 
dectii  of  Hin  Edg««ttrtli,  asEd,— 

"I  feel  it  difllcalt  to  frqiriM  nrdeepn^et  forHlH 
Edgew(»th's  Middeii  and  totally  nnei^wcted  death.  Tm 
cannot  well  imagine  the  chann'  of  her  society,  or  the 
attraction  of  her  manners  and  superior  sense.  She  was 
never  occupied  by  self.  One  was  sure  of  plcjisiug  her,  in 
whatever  way  they  essayed  the  trial :  slie  wouhl  laugh 
like  an  Irishwoman  in  exuberant  enjoyment  of  any  pleas- 
ant subject.  Her  warm-hearted  benevolence,  aided  by 
her  warm-hearted  love  of  country,  was  delightful," 

Old  age  is  rarely  seen  in  a  more  beautiful  a!;{>ect 
than  in  Mi33  Edgeworth's  life.  She  was  neither 
narrowed  nor  depressed  by  the  chilling  influences  of 
the  years  which  brought  with  them  the  loss  of  friends 
and  many  changes.  She  retained  to  the  last  her 
generous  heart,  her  clear  mental  vision ;  and  her 
serene  hope  in  humanity,  and  her  faith  for  the 
future,  cheered  her  spiiits  and  elevated  her  imagina- 
tion. 

The  life  of  this  gifted  woman  is  a  pleasant  study 
of  all  that  is  best  and  brightest  in  human  experience. 
She  was  amiable,  affectionate,  genuine,  and  brilliant. 
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Her  character  presents  a  rare  combination  of  excel- 
lent qualities;  and  it  is  easy  to  gather  from  the 
various  testimony  of  friends  and  contemporaries,  that 
the  woman  was  as  true  as  her  writings.  In  all  the 
relations  of  life  she  was  respected  and  beloved. 
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TiiK  East^ru  style  of  allegory  and  narrative,  of  vhich 
time  are  so  many  examples  iu  the  "S|K'clator"  and 
Adventurer,"  was  once  a  favorite  with  the  publje. 
(There  was  too  much  of  it:  it  went  oat  of  faaliion.  and 
baa  of  late  Iwen  eonaidei-ed  as  suited  only  to  juvmile 
tuto.  I'erlia|i3,  for  the  sake  of  i-ariety,  it  may  no«r  and 
lea  Ixr  again  |>cmiitted  in  [icriodical  publications.  Tliere 
ppcara  something  of  Oriental  style  and  invention  in  the 
nllowing  fiction,  which  was  intended  to  turn  jtopular 
tteoUon  to  a  curioua  problem  in  the  history  of  the  human 
ilod,  —  a  pi-ublcra  which  has  long  been  discussed,  hut 
>bich  baa  billierto  lieen  unsolved,  by  metaphysicians,  — 
rbetlier  different  people  feel  the  same  positive  degrees  of 
or  pleasure  witli  equal  mtensity ;  whether  all  men 
tlie  Bnuie  capacity  for  happiness  or  misery.  U 
ieetiie  fui'ther  lo  suggest  a  moral  idea,  —  that  many  were 
Iwl  to  pursue  what  others  falsely  call  Plkai>i'kk,  nien'Iy 
r«»m  Uieir  want  of  power  of  comparing  and  rcfleeling  on 
their  own  feelings,  and  thus  of  deciding  for  themselves  in 
irhat  tlkcir  real  happiness  consists. 
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"  My  father  was  a  merchant  of  considerable  opuIeiKiB, 
and  of  estn)ilishe<l  cre<lit,  ia  the  city  of  London.  The  hab- 
its of  cii'cunispectioii  and  frugality,  which  are  insensibly 
acquired  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  liad  neillier  soured  hi» 
temper,  nor  contracted  Wis  natural  benevolence ;  but  on 
the  contrary  he  found  himself,  as  he  advanced  in  years. 
n  ily  in  the  possession  of  an  ample  fortune,  but  blessed 
1  mind  capable  of  enjoying  and  sliaring  it  with  Lis 
Mcaturcs.  The  fame  of  his  lil^erality  drew  aroDnil 
nun  numbers  who  were  in  wiuit  of  bis  assistance:  and 
his  discernment  in  distinguishing  those  who  were  pro[>rr 
objects  of  his  bounty  obtained  for  him  the  notice  ami 
friendship  of  many  who  were  disinterested  admirers  of 
his  rtitues.  Among  those  of  the  latter  description,  I  cu 
T«niembcr  from  my  childhood  an  elderly  gentleman  who 
bad  the  ur  and  accent  of  a  foreigner ;  who,  after  having 
casually  met  and  conversed  with  my  father  in  sevenl 
places  of  public  resort,  seemed  particularly  to  solicit  bis 
aoqnuntance.  Uy  father  was  equally  auxions  Ot  culti- 
rating  his  society;  and  by  degrees  a  frieodsbip  arose 
between  them,  wbidi  continued  without  interruption  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  my  father's  life,  and  which,  aft« 
his  death,  seemed  to  devolve  upon  me,  his  only  scn^ 
Indeed,  I  had  ever  been  ambitious  of  ingratiating  mysdf 
with  this  person,  and  of  deserving  his  esteem ;  for  I 
thought  that  he  possessed  a  singular  sagacity  in  judging 
and  deciding  upon  the  secret  inoUves  of  human  actions. 
I  was  but  A  very  young  boy  when  I  Srst  saw  him,  hut 
even  then  I  was  struck  with  his  appearance.  He  bad  a 
remarkable  serenity  of  aspect,  and  a  general  expression 
of  benevolence  in  his  countenance,  but  so  eye  which 
guilt  could  not  withstand,  which  seemed  to  penetrate  witb 
a  glance  Into  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  human  heart. 
Wheoever  he  fixed  it  upon  me,  I  well  remember  the  avt 
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which  It  diffusa  over  my  whole  frame,  —  aa  awp  which 
evMi  the  ponwiopsneas  of  ionocpnce  could  Dot  dia])cl. 
What  hin  thuiiglits  of  lue  were  iu  ttioae  momentA.  I  know 
sot ;  hut  the  reiu^n  e  iif  hiet  manner  towardtt  me  was  gnid- 
tuUy  dissigialcd.  uiid  lie  bi'guu  to  admit  mid  to  eiicuiiru^e 
lay  diililisli  convenutiuii  and  familuirity.  He  liad  liuc-u  n 
giitat  travfllcT,  ttnil  hail  iic({uireil  uu  amazing  fuiiil  of 
kiiowl»lg«,  which  he  perfectly  well  knew  how  to  dis|H'iis»- 
in  conrcroation  eo  as  to  etitertmn  and  inatnict.  When  1 
9  a  child  he  would  often  take  me  between  bis  knees, 
[■nd  tell  me  niarvelloua  atones,  aiich  aa  were  fit  to  rouse 
ny  curiosity,  and  Hx  my  attention :  blen<Iiiig  at  Die  aame 
time  useful  knowledge  ami  moral  trutlut  with  his  narra* 
1in».  and  infueing.  as  it  wen-,  wholesome  nourishment 
Vith  delicacies  ttie  moot  grateful  to  niy  tnilatv. 

B  I  grew  older,  he  instructed  me  in  the  sciences  tn 
Iririi^  he  was  most  profoundly  icreed.  Indeed,  at  times 
I  could  not  avoid  suspecting  that  hia  knowledge  m  the 
piyaterifs  of  nature  was  even  greater  than  he  thought  It 
lent  to  avow.  I  hod  a  confused  idea  of  siH^rct« 
■qHBlly  vulunble  nud  dangerous.  I'hia  idua  increased  mj 
,  but  1  never  vt-ntured  to  hmt  it  to  tiini,  lest  1 
Ight  by  an  iillc  etinosily  ofTend  bim.  or  lose  his  company 
md  friendship.  He  continoed,  tliis  subject  excepted,  to 
Ireat  mo  with  the  most  UDrescrved  oonfldenee,  till  the  time 
If  my  flLlicr's  death,  when  I  looked  Up  to  him  as  Ibe 
mly  fnend  who  could  console  me  for  my  loss. 
"  At  tins  time,  when  my  heart  was  softi'Ue«l  with  grief 
i  disposed  to  solitiule.  he  took  me  with  him  to  a  n-lln- 
sent  at  some  distance  from  the  metm|)olis.  It  was  ■ 
riiormtng  spot,  neb  in  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  ami 
[hly  eiiltivnted  by  art. 

'■  After  any  invpnr.ible  mfufortnne  has  Iimh  severely 
t,  a  Bf>ecli-a  of  nn'ulul  cnlni  siK-ii-iula.     I  now  expin- 


I 


ind  of  pbilosopliic  melancholy,  which,  thoa^ 
BO...  [tainful,  I  was  fond  of  clieriitliiug.     It  was  one 

of  ttiuae  Liiouglitful  moments,  towards  tin;  close  of  even- 
ing, as  I  was  slttiug  alone  with  the  good  uli)  man,  taj 
second  futiier,  he  addressed  me  with  iiiK-ommon  si-rious- 
neas,  urging  me  to  i  '"  lans  which  1  had  formed 

for  my  future  life.  th  the  suddenness  of  & 

question  uiKin  whici  I'cely  delil^mted,  I  liesi- 

tatcd  to  rc"|tly.     'I         ■  "■  id  I  after  some  recolleo- 

bon,  *  as  yet  foi-mt  ined  resolution :  probably 

from  not  being  ii  ly  necessity.     You  know 

the  fiiicccst)  of  m}  try.     The  fruit«  ot  it  he 

has  left  to  me  ;  auvi  m  •     telf  possessed  of  a  more 

than  affluent  fortune,  a  lait  uereaitary  niunc.  youth,  heaith, 
an  at-tivL'  mind,  nrid  one  of  the  twst  of  friends.  I  seem  to 
have  little  cai-e  in  life  but  to  enjoy  its  blessiogs.*  —  'But 
how  securely  to  enjoy  those  blessings,'  said  my  instractor, 
*  is  the  question.  You  doubtless  wish  to  be  happy,  and 
believe  the  means  to  be  in  your  power;  but  recall  tlw 
scenes  which  we  have  observed  t<^ether  in  the  metropolis. 
How  many  are  thei-e  in  possession  of  the  very  blessings 
whick  you  boast  of,  and  who  are  yet  disconteDted  and 
miserable !  That  happiness  which  is  in  the  power  of  so 
many,  why  Is  it  not  enjoyed  ?  or,  rather,  in  what  does  it 
consist?  Recollect,  and  tell  me  who  you  do  believe  to  be 
the  happiest  man  yon  know  ? '  I  readily  replied,  '  Of  aU 
men  I  have  ever  seen,  you  appear  to  be  the  happiest,  and 
yet  I  cannot  precisely  tell  the  reason  why  I  tliink  so :  you 
are  not  young ;  you  do  not  possess  any  visible  means  of 
wealth ;  your  way  of  life  predudes  you  from  all  the  grata* 
ficationa  of  public  admiratioQ ;  and  yet  the  unalterable 
serenity  of  your  couctenance,  and  the  cheerfulness  of 
your  manner,  convince  me  that  you  are  happy.  Perhapc 
It  ts  to  yoiu  superior  knowledge  and  philosophy  that  yoa 
owe  your  felicity.     The  oonfldence  wliicb  you  are  now 
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F  Idiowing  me.  however,  cncourAgcs  me  to  speak  my  wliola 
)  Dtinil.  From  severnl  circumstaQM-s  wliidi  hnve  occarml 
sinra  we  wcri;  llrat  H«]uaiiit€d,  nod  from  some  accidcntikl 
expreseioDi  which  have  dropped  from  you  at  different 
timcAt  I  coDctived  the  notioo  that  you  were  master  of 
some  extraordinary  secret ;  but  1  have  hitherto  repressed 
my  (-urioftfty  on  this  subject,  as  1  did  not  think  it  became 
me  to  penetrate  further  into  your  confidt^uce  tlian  you 
(.■undeMeeiided  to  admit  me.'  — '  You  liave,'  said  he,  cost- 
ing U|k(ii  me  a  loolc  of  approbation,  '  fully  Invit^^'d  my  cou- 
fidcuee,  and  it  shall  be  no  longer  withheld.  It  is  true,  I 
am  in  poesessiou  of  an  cxtroordiuary  secret,  —  a  secret 
1  fU-em  invaluable.  It  has  been  tlie  purehnae  of  many 
yean'  toll  and  experience,  the  reward  of  the  reflection 
and  tJie  studies  of  &  long  life.  I  am  a  native  of  Italic. 
I  and  mj  life  has  been  spent  chiefly  in  traveUing  tliruiigli 
Kdifferenl  countries.  There  ia  no  part  of  tlie  g1>>lie  whieli 
Kl  bsvv  not  visited;  having  uniformly  kept  one  object  in 
Ticw,  to  whieh,  thank  Heaven!  I  have  at  last  attained. 
You  know,'  continued  he,  'my  friendship  to  your  father. 
tad  my  particular  attachment  to  you.  I  wish  to  give  you 
some  proof  of  my  regard,  liefore  Nature  caJla  nic  from 
j-ou  ;  AJid  I  tliink  I  tmve  it  in  my  power  in  U'^vt  vou  a 
gift  tnily  worthy  of  your  acceptance.'  Tlien-  he  jMitsetL 
"  lie  drvw  carpfnlly  from  bencatli  hla  veslnirnt  a  smnll 
tobp,  of  a  8ul>9tance  which  I  had  never  Ix-fore  seen :  it 
enclosed  something  which  I  concluded  wns  a  talteman. 
The  old  man  put  it  into  my  hands :  upon  a  nearer  view. 
It  Hp]^-ared  to  me  nothing  more  tiian  a  small  iDstrument, 
conntmt'tMl  like  one  of  our  common  thermonK'ters,  sod 
Bwrki^l  into  a  great  nuinlier  of  divisions.  After  I  hod 
uidnttl  It  in  sill-nee  for  some  time,  my  friend  took  it 
lom  mc,  and  plaoe<l  It  near  the  nrgion  of  >ny  heart,  — 
vbun  InittAntly  a  fresh  phenomenon  apjx'Antl :  a  muIU* 
I'tnAx  nf  new  dlviMonn  iN'i-jime  visible.     'There  are  many 
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more,'  said  my  friend,  observing  my  astonishment  t  *  there 
are  many  more  too  nice  to  be  discerned  by  the  unassisted 
eye  of  man ;  but,  the  longer  and  more  attentively  yoa 
regard  them,  the  more  you  will  be  enabled  to  diEJCover.'  — 
'  But  what  is  this  liquor? '  said  I ;  ^  or  is  it  a  liquor  which 
seems  to  move  up  and  down  in  the  tube  ?  and  what  are 
those  small  charactei*s  which  I  perceive  at  the  top  and 
bottom   of   the    instrument?'  —  'The    bright  characters 
which  you  see  at  the  top  of  the  crystal  are  Arabic,'  said 
he,  'and  they  signify  jperfect  felicity;  the  degrees  which 
you  perceive  marked  upon  the  crystal  form  a  scale  of 
happiness  descending  from  perfect  felicity  to  indifference, 
which  is  the  boundary  between  pleasure  and  pain :  and 
from  that  point  commence  the  dark  divisions  of  misery, 
which  continue  deepening  in  their  shade  as  they  descend, 
and  inorcnsinG:  in  distance  from  each  other,  till  they  tonch 
the    ehanictors    at   the    bottom,    which    sijrnify   the   final 
bounds  of  human  misery  and  despair.     The  liquor  wliich 
yon  800  contained  in  the  tube/  continued  he,  '  is  endued 
with   the   power  of  rising  and   falling  in  the  crystal,  in 
exact  proi)ortion  to  the  pleasure  felt  by  tlic  person  who 
wears  it  at  any  giyen  period  of  his  existence.*     I  cast  my 
eye  down  the  tube  as  he  held  it  in  his  hand.     '  Perfect 
felicity  and  des[)air,'  I  repeated,  and  sighed  r  '  how  many 
of  my  fellow-creatures  are  doomed  to  feel  the  one.  how 
few  attain  the  other!*  —  'These  extreme   ix)ints,'  saitl 
the  i]:ood  old  man,  recalling  my  eyes  to  the  tube,  *  though 
apparently  so  far  distant  from  each  other,  are  etiually 
dangerous.     It  will  seldom,  however,  be  found  actually 
at  these  extremes,  and  the  intermediate  degrees  it  defines 
with    unerring    precision.*  —  'But,*    said    I,    'is    it    not 
enough  for  me  to  feel  pleasure,  to  be  convinced  I  feel  it? 
and  will  not  a  little  reflection  ascertain  the  degree  with 
suflif'ient  accuracy?*  —  'Perhaps  not,*   said   he,   smiling 
nt  n>'»'  i^resninption  :   *  perhaps  not  so  vo;),]i]y  j^  yon  ima- 


THE  HBNTAL  THERMOMETER.  547 

The  want  of  precision  in  tliia  circumstonci'  is  one 
'  the  first  caiui-6  of  tlie  mistakL-s  whioli  inankind  full 
bto  in  tlicir  parsuitB,  espcuiAlly  ttit.'  yuung  nm)  ftitAiisina- 
c :  rellctrtinf!  HttI?  on  tbe  ptiat,  iind  forming  gn-itt  pxpvc- 
tBtiona  for  the  future,  tboy  Bfldom  rightly  v&luc  their 
pr^aeDt  Bensationa  ;  guided  by  the  opioiou  or  the  example 
t  otliere,  they  miHtahe  the  real  objects  of  happineaa; 
)  the  ex|Mminentti  uect'ssary  to  he  tried,  to  Het  Uttun 
If^ht,  luust  Ik'  bo  often  re|)c&ted  to  make  asetid  imprea- 
,  that  life  itself  jmBsc^  nwny  before  they  are  eon- 
Idnced  of  their  error,  or  U-fore  Uie  eoiivietiuD  has  lieen 
r  material  Mlvontikgo  to  tliem.  Now,  such  is  the  nature 
r  thia  little  instrument,  that,  if  you  wear  it  nest  your 
,  it  will  invariably  preserve  its  efficacy  in  all  the 
9  of  life, — in  ttie  uost  tumultuous  aasemhly,  as 
iji  M  In  the  most  tranrguil  solitude ;  at  the  moment  wheo 
wr  soul  is  the  most  i^itnUtl,  when  your  miotions  arc 
«  moet  ciom[ilieat«d,  when  you  would  not  or  eouid  not 
■tvr  into  any  strict  scrutiny  of  your  own  heart,  this  little 
1  will  be  your  monitor,  ftess  it  to  your  bosom,  and 
ik  yourself  tins  question:  "  Wlutt  degree  of  pleasure 
r  of  pain  do  I  now  fuel?"  The  auswer  you  will  find 
ktinct  and  decided.  The  Itquor  in  the  tulwr  will  inslarv- 
IBeously  |x>iut  It  out  u|ioii  the  seale  of  happiness  or  tnis- 
ry :  it  will  remain  stationary  until  you  unlock  the  chain 
n  around  your  neck,  in  your  hours  of  retirement.' 
'*  Now  1  began  to  oorapn-hend  the  true  use  and  value 
'.  this  present;  and.  retracting  my  hasty  Judgment,  I 
[preased.  in  tlie  warmest  terms,  my  acknowledgment. 
'Take  it.  my  son,'  satd  be.  putting  it  into  my  baniis. 
:May  you.  In  the  coui'se  of  your  life,  experience  it^ 
ItlUty  as  much  as  I  have  done :  may  it  facilitate  your 
nprovemcut  in  virtue  .tnd  wisdom,  the  only  genuine 
I  of  bapptneas.  My  life  must  now  tw  near  its 
TtiT-  iiiiiim  nro  flrmf   and  I  have  do  furtlicrocc^ 
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sioo  for  tins  monitcx' :  yet  it  has  been  so  long  my  constant 
companioDY  that  I  can  scarcely  part  with  it,  even  to  you, 
widKNit  rdndance.  Ftomise  me,  however,'  added  he, 
*lo  send  me  frequent  and  accurate  accounts  of  the  ex- 
periments you  try  with  it :  they  will  be  an  amusement  to 
me  in  my  retumnent.' 

**I  readily  made  my  friend  the  promise  which  he 
required ;  and,  having  again  thanked  him  for  his  present, 
I  e^etiy  clasped  the  golden  chain  around  my  neck,  and 
resolred  to>  begin,  as  socm  as  possible,  a  series  of  obser- 
Tadoos.  It  happened,  however,  that,  the  evening  on 
wiricb  I  had  intended  to  commence  these,  I  was  visited 
br  one  d  thft  most  celebrated  metaphysicians  of  that 
daT«  a  firimd  of  my  father :  to  him  I  conmiunicated  the 
s^m^  I  had  in  my  possession,  and  showed  him  my  treas- 
ur^^.  Edvt  flash^l  in  his  eyes  :  he  pressed  my  thermom- 
eter to  his  heart.  Instantly  the  liquor  rose  almost  to  the 
point  of  perfect  felicity  :  then,  flattering,  alternated  l)e- 
tween  that  and  despair.  '  Could  I  but  possess  this  instru- 
ment for  one  month.'  crieil  he,  'I  could  solve  problems 
the  most  interesting  to  metaphysicians,  and  I  could  per- 
fect my  theory  of  the  human  mind.* 

'*  Friendship,  philanthropy,  and,  to  own  the  truth,  some 
degree  of  curiosity  to  see  how  the  liquor  would  rise  in  the 
tul>e  if  I  should  comply  with  his  desire,  decided  my  answer. 
'Your  wish  is  granted/  said  I;  and  at  that  instant  the 
liquor  rose  to  the  ix)int  of  perfect  felkitijy  with  such  violence 
that  the  tube  broke  with  a  sudden  explosion  ;  and  I,  and 
the  world,  and  the  metaphysicians  were  deprived  forever 
of  our  intended  experiments  on  the  Mental  Thermometer." 
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Diltresa  in  Ireland,  432. 
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Writes  "  Orlandino,"  609,  611. 

Asked  for  prefaces  to  her  coU 
lected  works,  611. 
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Edgeworth,  C.  Sneyd,  102,  218, 

230,  243,  389,  290,  208,  304,  433, 

518. 
Edgeworth,  Emmeline,  155.  (See 
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**  The  reeult  !•  an  Intereetlng  Memoir,  a  performftnce  the  more  creditable 
fix>m  the  uDeveDtfuIoewi  of  Mr*.  Barbauld't  oatcr  life,  and  the  paucity  and 
dryness  of  the  records  relating  to  it.** 


PALL  MALL  GAZETTE. 

**  The  writer  deserves  praise  for  the  sldll  and  labor  ez]>ended  o^er  the 
work.  It  will  not  place  Mrs.  Barbauld  in  the  high  literary  position  desired 
by  the  biographer;  but  it  recalls  the  memory  of  a  woman  who  did  much 
serviceable  work  in  her  own  day,  and  lived  a  thoroughly  bcaliby  and  use- 
fbl  life.  .  .  .  Her  Prose  Hymns,  despite  the  multiplicity  of  books  for  chil- 
dren, have  still  a  place,  and  are  likely  long  to  keep  it,  in  the  nursery 
library." 
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**Thls  is  a  book  of  really  considerable  merit.  Nothing  is  omitted  that 
the  author  could  giither  from  any  available  source  uf  iufonnaiiun,  and 
scarcely  a  mention  of  Mrs.  Rarbauld  cnn  1uiv<>  appeared  in  print  tliat  has 
esca|K'd  Mrs.  Ellin's  notice.  .  .  .  The  second  volume  of  this  work  contains 
Mrs.  Borbnuld's  poems  and  a  well-cho»en  selecUun  from  her  prose  wurks; 
so  that,  taken  altogether,  this  Is  the  best  edition  that  htu-  yet  appeared.** 
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